
BOUCHARD B120 RELEASE 
SHORELINE SEGMENT SUMMARY  

 
 
5 Lan Drive, Suite 200 
Westford, Massachusetts 01886 
Tel. (978) 692-1114 
Fax (978) 692-1115 GeoInsight Project Number 3871-002 
 
SEGMENT IDENTIFICATION: W1C-10 
 
SEGMENT NAME: Silver Shell Beach 
 
SEGMENT LOCATION: Marion, Massachusetts (Map attached) 

 
MAXIMUM DEGREE OF INITIAL OILING: Clean (Oiling Score: <1.00) 
 
SEGMENT INSPECTION STATUS: Did not pass IRAC criteria endpoints on 08/07/2003 with no 
further treatment feasible.  Passed MCP IRA Inspection on 08/23/2004. 

 
SITE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

 
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS:   

Primary Shoreline Type/ Geology:  
� 1A: Heavily utilized, public recreational sand beaches. 

Secondary Shoreline Type/ Geology:  
� 1F: Salt marshes. 

Hydrogeology:   
� Sippican Harbor is located to the east, Sprague’s Cove and Peckams Pond to the south, 

and Buzzards Bay to the southeast.   
Bedrock Geology:   
� Bedrock underlying this segment is identified undivided granite, gneiss, and schist (Zen, 

1983).  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SENSITIVE RECEPTORS (Identified within 500 feet of segment): 
Aquifer: None at segment.  
Protected Open Space: At segment. 
Public Ground Water Supply Wells: None at segment.  
Public Surface Water Supply Wells: None at segment.  
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC): None at segment.  
Vernal Pools: None at segment.  
Priority Habitats of Rare Species: At segment and adjacent to segment: Buzzards Bay aquatic 
environment.  
Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife: At segment and adjacent to segment: Buzzards Bay aquatic 
environment. 
Floodplains: At segment: 100-year floodplain. 
 

HUMAN SENSITIVE RECEPTORS (Identified within 500 feet of segment): 
Segment Use: Public beaches.  Residential dwellings are located within 500 feet of the segment.  
The segment is accessible via roadway. 
Frequency of Use: Presumably seasonal and year round residential use. 
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SUMMARY OF INSPECTION ACTIVITIES 

 
WRF INSPECTIONS  
(Wildlife Field Reconnaissance- Shoreline or On-Water Observations; Bird Transect Study.)   
 
WRF inspections pertaining to this segment were not conducted. 

 
NRDA FIELD ACTIVITIES SUMMARY  
(Natural Resource Damage Assessment) 
Note: Includes Shoreline Cleanup Assessment Team (SCAT) inspections and activities.  SCAT forms 
were completed by field inspection teams working under the direction of Unified Command. 

 
DATE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION RECORDED BY INSPECTION TEAM 
05/09/2003 Several trenches excavated to inspect for buried oil on the beach area.  Evidence of oil was not 

observed. 
05/12/2003 Several tarballs primarily concentrated in two areas were observed.  The two areas were 

approximately 2 by 800 feet long with less than 1% surface oil coverage, and approximately 10 
by 100 feet with 1% to 10% surface oil coverage.  Tarballs were also observed partially buried 
near a jetty.  Oiled wrack and vegetation were observed in marsh area. 

 
IRAC INSPECTIONS  
(Unified Command Immediate Response Action Completion inspections and activities.) 
 

DATE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION RECORDED BY INSPECTION TEAM 
07/11/2003 Segment did not meet IRAC criteria endpoints and further treatment was feasible.  Additional 

cleanup activities, primarily near Water Street, were warranted. 
08/07/2003 Cleanup activities evident.  Localized oil coating rocks was not easily accessible, therefore 

natural attenuation was recommended for these areas.  Segment did not meet IRAC criteria 
endpoints but further treatment was not considered feasible.   

 
MCP FIELD ACTIVITIES SUMMARY 
(Massachusetts Contingency Plan inspections and activities under the direction of the Licensed Site 
Professional-of-Record.) 

 
DATE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION RECORDED BY INSPECTION TEAM 
08/23/2004 Site reconnaissance: Trace tacky dime-sized splatter observed on rocks (approximately every 10 

to 15 feet) primarily within an approximate 50-foot long area in the middle intertidal zone near 
Jerusalem Road.  Trace dried splatter (0.5 to 2 inches in diameter) was observed in the middle 
intertidal zone at N41°36.473’ W70°52.049’ and near N41°36.389’ W70°51.861’.  A hardened 
non-B120 tar mat was observed, presumably from an oil spill prior to the B120 release. 

 
Note: GeoInsight did not receive IRA citizen calls pertaining to this segment. 
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