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STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, Jan. 15, 1909.

To tJwJ HonorabltJ StmGte ami Hovse of RepresentatwBs.

We herewith transmit a special report upon the mollusk
fisheries of Massachusetts, as ordered by chapter 49, Resolves
of 1905, relative to scallops; chapter 73, Resolves of 1905,
relative to oysters; chapter 78, Resolves of 1905, relative to

quahaugs; and chapter 93, ResQ1ves of 1905, relative to clams.

Respectfully submitted,

G. W. FIELD,
Chairman•
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REPORT ON THE MOLLUSK FISHERIES OF
MASSACHUSETfS.

INTRODUCTION.

The general plan of the work was outlined by the chairman
of the Commission on Fisheries and Game, who has given at
tention to such details as checking up scientific data, editing"
revising, and confirming results, reports, etc. The work has,
been under the direct charge and personal supervision of the
biologist to the commission, Mr. D. L. Belding. The able
services of Prof. J. L. Kellogg of Williams College were early
enlisted, and many valuable results which we are able to offer
are the direct outcome of the practical application of the
minute details discovered by Professor Kellogg in his careful
study and original investigations of the anatomy and life his
tories of the lamellibranch mollusks.

Of the other workers who, under the direction of Mr. Belding,
have contributed directly, special mention should be made of
Mr. J. R. Stevenson of Williams College, W. G. Vinal of Har
vard University, F. C. Lane of Boston University, A. A. Per
kins of Ipswich and C. L. Savery of Marion. Those who
have for a briefer time been identified with the work are R.
L. Buffum, W. H. Gates and K. B. Coulter of Williams Col
lege, and Anson Handy of Harvard University.

In addition to the results here given, much valuable knowl
edge has been acquired, particularly upon the life histories of
the scallop and of the quahaug, and the practical application of
this knowledge to the pursuit of sea farming. It is hoped
that the commission will later be enabled to publish these re
sults.

The present report is limited to a statement of the condition
of the shellfish in each section of our coast, and to considera
tion of practical methods for securing increased opportunitie8
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for food and livelihood by better utilization of naturally pro
ductive lands under water. Since the chief purpose of legis
lative action under which this work was undertaken was to
ascertain how the best economic results could be secured, we
have thought it wise to embody the results of our investigation,
in a plan which is suggested as a basis for appropriate legisla
tion for making possible a suitable system of shellfish cultiva
tion similar to that which already exists in Rhode Island, Con
necticut and many other coast States, and which has been car
ried on for more than two thousand years on the shores of the
Mediterranean Sea.

The following tentative outlines are offered, and it is in
tended to subject each topic to an unprejudiced examination
and discussion: -

A PROPOSED SYSTEM OF CULTURE FOR TIlE TIDAL FLATS AND

WATERS OF MASSAOHUSETTS.

The Purpose. - The proposed system of shellfish culture
aims to develop the latent wealth of the tidal waters, to in
crease the output of tidal flats already productive, and to make
possible the reclamation of large portions of the waste shore
areas of our Commonwealth. It is further designed to foster
dependent and allied industries; to extend the shellfish market,
both wholesale and retail; to multiply opportunities for the
transient visitors and shore cottagers t<> fish for clams and
quahaugs for family use,- and to ensure fishermen a reliable
source of bait supply; to increase the earnings of the shore
fishermen, and to furnish work to thousands of unemployed;
to increase the value of shore property; to add to the taxable
property of the shore towns and cities of the State; to secure
to all the citizens of the State a proper return from an unutil
ized State asset; to furnish the consuming public with a greater
quantity of sea food of guaranteed purity; and in every way,
both in the utilization of present and in the creation of new
resources to build up and develop the fast-declining shellfish
industries of the Commonwealth.

Private v. Public Ownership of Tidal Flats. - The first dif
ficulty confronting this proposed system is the too frequently
accepted fallacy that all lanos between the tide marks now are
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and should be held in common by the inhabitants of the shore
communities, to the exclusion of citizens from other sections
of the State, - an assumption which is directly contrary to
the more ancient law, supported by decisions of the highest
courts, that the right of taking shellfish is a public right, freely
open to any inhabitant of the State. Such unwarranted as
sumption of exclusive rights in the shellfisheries by individuals,
corporations or towns sacrifices the rights of the majority.
The disastrous effect of this policy is plainly demonstrated in
the history of the rise and decline of the shellfisheries of Mas
sachusetts.

Secondly, this fallacious assumption is contrary to the funda
mental principles of all economic doctrines. It may be safely
affirmed that the individual ownership of property has proved
not only a success but even. is a necessary condition of progress,
and has in fact at length become the foundation of all society.
It inevitably follows that if the system is justifiable in the case
of farm lands it is equally justifiable in the case of the tidal
flats, for the same principle is involved in each. It is there
fore fair to assume that if private ownership of farm land has
proHd to be for the best interests of human progress, so private
ownership of the tidal flats will also be a benefit to the public.

It is not our purpose to discuss the underlying principle in
volved in private ownership of property, - it is simply our
purpose to call attention to two facts: (1) if individual control
of real estate is just, private ownership of tidal flats and waters
is likewise just; (2) that individual control of such areas is
the only practical system yet devised capable of checking the
alarming decline in the shell.fisheries and of developing them
to a normal state of productiveness, and rendering unnecessary
an annually increasing mass of restrictive legislation.

The Present System. - The present system of controlling
the shellfisheries is based on the communal ownership of the
tidal flats. Ownership by the Commonwealth has degenerated
into a system of town control, whereby every coast community
has entire jurisdiction o-,.er its shellfisheries, to the practical
exclusion of citizens of all other towns. Thus at the present
time the mollusk fisheries of Massachusetts are divided into a
number of separate and disorganized lmits, which are incapablp
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of working together for the best interests of the towns or of the
public. This communistic system is distinctly unsound, and
is in direct opposition to the principles of social and economic
development. The man who advocates keeping farm lands un
tilled and in common, for the sake of the few wild blackb(lrries
they might produce, would be considered mentally unbalanced;
but it is precisely this system which holds sway ·over our rela
tively richer sea gardens. With no thought of seed time, but
only of harvest, the fertile tidal flats are yearly divested of their
fast-decreasing output by reckless and ruthless exploitation,
and valuable territories when once exhausted are allowed to
become barren. All hopes for the morrow are sacrificed to
the clamorous demands of the present,. The more the supply
decreases, the more insistent becomes the demand; and the
greater the demand, the more relentless grows the campaign of
spoliation. The entire shore front of the Commonwealth is
scoured and combed by irresponsible aliens and by exemplars
of the" submerged tenth" who are now but despoilers, but who
if opportunity were present might become cultivators of the
flats rather than devastators. The thoughtful fisherman, who
would control the industry in a measure, is under present con
ditions overruled by his selfish or short-sighted fellow workers,
and is of necessity forced to join their ranks by the clinching
argument that if the shellfisheries are to be ruined anyway, he
might as well have his share as long as they last. The theory
of public ownership of shellfisheries has been weighed in the
balance and found wanting. The necessity for some radical
change in the present system is becoming more and more ap
parent, and a system of private con~rol, with certain modifica
tions, is the logical result.

Need of Reform. - The shellfish supply of Massachusetts
is steadily declining. So extensive is this decline that it is
unnecessary to mention the abundant proofs of almost com
plete exhaustion in certain localities and of failing output in
others. While the apparent cause of this decrease is overfish
ing and unsystematic digging, the peal cause can be readily
traced to the present defective system of town control, which
has made possible, through inefficiency and neglect, the de
plorable condition of this important industry. Unless the de-

·1
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cline is at once checked, within a very few years our valuable
shellfisheries will be exhausted to the point of commercial ex
tinction. The legislation of former years, e88entially restrict
ive and prohibitory in character, has unfortunately been con
structed on a false economic basis. Its aim has been to pro
tect these industries by restricting the demand rather than by
increasing the supply. What the future requires is not merely
protective or restrictive legislation, but rather constructive laws
for developing the shellfisheries. The system of shellfish cul
ture here presented appears to be the only practical method
for improving the condition of these industries in such a way
as to protect all vested interests of both private and public
rights, and at the same time to make possible adequate utiliza
tion of the natural productive capacity.

In brief, the proposed system of shellfish culture is based
upon a system of leases to individuals. These leases should be
divided into two classes: (1) those covering the territory be
tween the tide lines, and consisting of small areas, from 1
to 2 acres; (2) the territory below low-water mark, comprised
of two classes of grants, which differ only in size and distance
from the shore, - the smaller (a), from 1 to 5 acres, to include
the shore waters, small bays and inlets, and the larger (b), of
unrestricted size, to be given in the deeper and more exposed
waters. The owners of all grants shall be permitted to plant and
grow all species of shellfish, and shall have exclusive control
of the fisheries area covered by such lease. The large and more
exposed grants, which cannot be economically worked without
considerable capital, should be available for companies; while
the smaller holdings, for which but small capital is required, are
restricted to the use of the individual shore fishermen. For
the tidal flats and shore waters but one-half of the whole ter
ritory in anyone township shall be leased, the other half still
remaining public property.

Success of this System. - The system of private control by
leased grants is by no means a new and untried theory. In
actual operation for many years in this and other States, in
spite of lack of protection and other drawbacks which would
be eliminated from a perfected system, it has proved an un
qualified success. The rapid depletion and even extermination
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of the native oyster beds necessitated legislative consideration,
and for years the oyster industry above and below low-water
mark in this and other States has been dealt with by a similar
system. The plan here suggested would be but a direct ex
tension of a well-tested principle towards the cultivation of
other species of mollusks. The financial value to the fisher
men of such a step has been proved beyond all question in this
State during the past three years by the demonstrations of the
Massachusetts department of fisheries and game. These ex
periments have proved that tidal flats, with small outlay of
capital and labor, will yield, acre for acre, a far more valuable
harvest than any upland garden.

This system has the further element of success by being
based on individual effort, in contrast to the present communal
regulation of shellfisheries. In all business individual initia
tive and effort furnish the keynote of success, and the future
wellfare of the shellfisheries depends upon the application of
this principle.

Nature cannot without the aid and co-operation of man re
pair the ill-advised, untimely and exhaustive inroads made in
her resources. This is shown in the thousands of acres of good
farm lands made unproductive by unwise treatment, and by
the wasteful destruction of our forests. It is as strikingly
,shown in the decline of our shellfisheries. The fisherman ex
hausts the wealth of the flats by destroying both young and
adults, and returns nothing. The result is decrease and ulti
mate extermination. The farmer prepares his land carefully
and intelligently, plants his seed and in due time reaps a har
vest. If the fisherman could have similar rights over the
tidal areas, he could with far less labor and capital and with
far greater certainty year by year reap a continuous harvest
at all seasons. The success of the leasing system in other
States, notably Louisiana, Rhode Island and others, is definite
and conspicuous.

The Obstacles to this Proposed System. - Before the pro
posed system of titles to shellfish ground can be put in actual
operation, it is absolutely necessary to have all rights and spe
cial privileges pertaining to shore areas revested in State con
trol by repeal of certain laws. In this centralization of author-
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ity four main factors must be carefully considered: (1) com
munal rights to fisheries in tidal areas, as in the colonial beach
law of 1641-47; (2) the theory, practice and results of town
supervision and control; ( 3) the rights of riparian owners;
(4) the rights of the fishermen and of all other inhabitants
of the State. So important are all four that it is necessary to
discuss each in tum.

(1) Oommunal Fishery Rights of the Public. - The funda
mental principle upon which the shellfish laws of the State
are founded is the s<Klalled beach or free fishing right of the
public. While in other States shore property extends only to
mean high water, in Massachusetts, Maine and Virginia, the
earliest States to enact colonial laws, the riparian property hold
ers own to mean low-water mark. But by specific exception
and according to further provisions of this same ancient law
the right of fishing (which includes the shellfisheries) below
high-water mark is free to any inhabitant of the Common
wealth. The act reads as follows:-

SECTION 2. Every inhabitant who is an householder shall have free
fishing and fowling in any great ponds, bays, coves and rivers, so far
as tbe sea ebbs and flows within the precincts of the town where they
dwell, unless the freemen of the same town or the General Court have
otherwise appropriated them.

It is necessary that some change be made in this law, which
at present offers no protection to the planters. Its repeal is
by no means necessary, as the matter can be adjusted by merely
adding "except for the taking of mollusks from the areas set
apart and leased for the cultivation of mollusks."

(2) Results of Town Administration of Mollusk Fisheries.
All authority to control mollusk privileges was originally vested
in the State. The towns, as the ancient statutes will show, de
rived this authority from the higher State authority, developed
their systems of local regulations or by-laws only with the
State permission, and even now they enjoy the fruits of these
concessions solely with the active consent of the Legislature.
Thus tb State has ever been, and is at present, the source of
town control. The towns have no rights of supervision and con
trol over shellfisheries except as derived from the General Court.
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The State gave them this authority in the beginning. It fol
lows, therefore, that the Legislature can withdraw this dele
gated authority at any time when it is convinced that it is for
the benefit of the State so to do. To those few who are directly
profiting at the expense of the many, this resumption of author
ity by the State may seem at first sight a high-handed pro
ceeding, but a brief survey of the facts will prove it to be justly
warranted and eminently desirable. The present system of
town control has had a sufficient trial. It is in its very essen
tials an unbusiness-like proceeding. A large number of towns
acting in this matter as disorganized units working independ
ently of one another could not in the nature of things evolve
any co-ordinated and unified system which would be to the
advantage of all. The problems -involved are too complicated,
requiring both broad and special knowledge, which cannot be
acquired in a short term of experience. Lastly, the tempta
tions of local politics have been found to be too insistent to
guarantee completely fair allotment of valuable privileges.

The Legislature has not only acted unwisely in allowing the
towns in this respect thus to mismanage their affairs, but it
has not fulfilled its duty to the Oommonwealth as a whole. The
Legislature has unwittingly delegated valuable sources of wealth
and revenue, the fr'uits of which should have been enjoyed at
least in some degree, directly or indirectly, by all citizens of
the Oommonwealth alike as well as by those of the coast towns.
Many of the coast cities and towns have dealt with this oppor
tunity very unwisely, and few have developed or even main
tained unimpaired this extremely valuable asset of the State.
It cannot be too strongly emphasized that such important sources
of wealth as the shellfisheries are not the property of the coast
towns alone; they are the property of the whole Oommonwealth,
and the whole Oommonwealth should share in these benefits.
In allowing these valuable resources to be mismanaged and
dissipated by the shore towns, the Legislature has done a great
injury to all the inland communities, and, indeed, even to those
very coast towns for whose benefit such legislation was enacted.
The Legislature was not justified, in the first place, in grant
ing jurisdiction over these important industries belonging
equally to the whole Oommonwealth and to the coast towns.
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It was but an experiment. Inasmuch as these towns have
grossly mismanaged the trust placed in them, the Legislature
is doubly under the obligation to take advantage of the knowl
edge gained by this experimental delegation of the State au
thority to cities and towns. The completely obvious obligation
of the Legislature is to remove what is either tacitly or frankly
acknowledged by many city and town authorities. to be an im
possible burden upon the city or town, and to restore to State
officers the general administrative control and supervision of
the public rights in the shellfisheries.

(3) Riparian Ownership does not include Exclusive Fish
ing Rights. - The third obj~tion is that in the assumption of
State control is involved the much-discussed and vaguely un
derstood question of riparian ownership. To make plain the
conditions relative to the fisheries, including the shellfisheries
on the tidal flats, it should be borne in mind that in only four
States, Virginia and Maryland, Massachusetts and Maine, does
the title of the riparian owner extend to low-water mark, but
in these States the right of fishing, fowling and boating are
specifically mentioned as not included in the title. Under the
existing laws owners of seashore property in Massachusetts
possess certain rights (though perhaps not in all cases clearly
defined) over the tidal areas within 100 rods of the mean high
water mark. As the proposed system of shellfish grants deals
with this territory between high and low water marks, it is
necessary to see in what manner, if any, the rights at present
possessed by riparian owners would be impaired by the leasing
of certain rights of fishing. While the riparian owner has in
a measure authority over the territory which borders his up
land, there are certain specific limitations to this authority.
He does not have exclusive rights of hunting, boating and fish
ing between the tide lines on his own property, but participates
in these rights equally with every citizen of this Commonwealth.
The courts have distinctly held that shellfish are fish, and that,
a man may fish - i.e.. dig clams - on the tidal flats adj oin
ing the shore without the consent of the riparian owner.

(4) Rights of the Fishermen and of A II Citizen.'!. - The
fishermen as a class are best located to benefit most from an
opportunity to lease exclusive fishing rights, whether they chance
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to be riparian owners or not, though every other citizen of this
Commonwealth who so desired would not be excluded from an
opportunity to secure a similar lease. The personnel of the
fisher class has vastly changed in the past decade. There are
to-day two distinct types: The permanent resident, usually na
tive born, bound to a ·definite locality by ties of home and kin
and of long association, - a most useful type of citizen. Con
trasted with this is the other, a more rapidly increasing class, 
foreign born, unnaturalized, nomadic, a humble soldier of for
tune, a hanger-on in the outskirts of urban civilization, eking
out an existence by selling or eating the shellfish from the pub
lic fishing grounds. Too ignora?t to appreciate the impor
tance of sanitary precaution, the alien clammer haunts the
proscribed territory polluted by' sewage, and does much to keep
the dangerous typhoid germ in active circulation in the com
munity.

The public mollusk fisheries only foster such types of non
producers, and prevent them from becoming desirable citizens.
The best class of fishermen and citizens has no advantage over
the worst, but is practically compelled to engage in the same
sort of petty buccaneering and wilfully destructive digging, in
order to prevent that portion and privilege of fishing which the
law says shall belong to every householder and freeman of the
Commonwealth from being appropriated by these humble free
booters, who are at once the annoyance, the terror and the de
spair of cottagers and shore dwellers.

All these conditions would be almost completely corrected
by the lease of the flats to individuals, thus removing from the
fishermen stultifying competition and compelling these irre
sponsible wandering aliens to acquire definite location. But
most particularly a system of leasing would permit each per
son to profit according to his industry, perseverance, thrift and
foresight.

The Grants. - As previously stated, the grants should be
made into two divisions: (1) including suitable areas between
the high and low water marks j (2) territory below mean low
water mark. The privilege of planting and growing all shell
fish should be given for both classes of grants. Class 1
would be primarily for the planting of clams, with additional
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rights over oysters and quahaugs; fJass 2 would be primarily
for the planting of quahaugs and oysters, with possible right.s
over clams and scallops.

The grants should be leased for a limited period of years,
with the privilege of renewal provided the owner had fulfilled
the stipulated requirements of the lease. In order, however,
that these leases should not degenerate into deeds, to be handed
down from father to son, it might be necessary to assign a
maximum time limit during which a man might remain in
control of any particular lease. This would be merely fair
play to all concerned, for it would not be just to allow one man
to monopolize a particularly fine piece of property, while his
equally deserving neighbor had land of far less productive value.
In connection with this clause should follow some provisions
for payment of the value of improvements. Should there be
more than one claimant for lease of any particular area, some
principle of selection, such as priority of application, highest
bid, etc., should be established.

That there may be no holding of grants for purposes other
than those stipulated in the agreement, there should be a cer
tain cultural standard of excellence to be decided upon relative
to the use made of the granted areas. A clause of this kind
is necessary in order to keep the system in a proper state of
efficiency, and to insure the development of the shellfish in
dustries.

•All taxes on the capital invested in these grants and taxes
upon the income should go to the town in which the leasehold
is situated. In addition, there should be a just and equable
revenue assessed by the State on every grant, as rent for the
same. This rent should be apportioned according to a fixed
eeale in determining the relative values of the grants, and
should be paid annually, under penalty of forfeiture. The
revenue might be divided into two parts: one part to go to
the State department having the control of the shellfisheries, for
the maintenance of a survey, control and protection of property
on leased areas, and other work; the second part to go to the
town treasury of the community in which the grant is located,
to be expended under the direction and control of responsible
State officials in restocking barren flats and otherwise develop-



14 THE MOLLUSK FISHERIES

ing the shellfish upon its l~eased territory which is open for
free public use.

Grants to be Nontransferable. - These grants, while de
signed for the use of all citizens of the Commonwealth, should
be made especially available for the poor man with little capi
tal. In order to assure the poor man of the enjoyment of his
privilege, it is necessary to guard against the possibility of un
due monopolization. Leases must, therefore, be strictly non
transferable. Neither should areas be rented to another indi
vidual under any consideration whatever. Every grant must
be for the benefit of its individual owner. He should be at
liberty to hire laborers to assist him in working his grant, but
not to transfer it in any way. Any attempt on his part to do
so should not only immediately result in the forfeiture of his
grant, but should also subject him to a heavy penalty.

Survey. - In order to guard against confusion and to main
tain an orderly system, an accurate survey of all granted areas
should be made. The ranges of every grant should be deter
mined and recorded. The plots should be numbered and prop
erly staked or buoyed, and a record of the same, giving the
name of the owner, yearly rental and value, should be kept on
file at the proper town and State offices. The same system
which is now in operation in the oyster industry of other
States should be applied to all the mollusk fisheries of Massa
chusetts.

Administration. - The department of the State government
under whose jurisdiction this system of leases may come should
be indued with full authority, properly defined, to supervise
the grants, furnish them with adequate protection by the em
ployment of State or town police, oversee the survey, allot the
grants, and to exercise such other powers as may be necessary
to develop the system, remedy its defects and strengthen its
efficiency.

Protection of Property and of the Rights granted by the
Lease. - No system of shellfish grants is possible without ab
solute protection. The lessee must be permitted to cultivate
his grant free from outside interference, and thus, with reason
ably good fortune, he can enjoy the fruits of his labors. This
protection, which is the greatest and most vital need of the
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entire system, and the foundation upon which depends its whole
success, must be insured by proper legislation rigorously en
forced, and accompanied by severe penalties.

Leasing of the Grants. - Every citizen of the Oommonwealth
is entitled to participate in this system, but for obvious reasons
an inhabitant of any coast town should be given first choice of
grants within the boundary of his particular town. The first
grants might be given by allotment, but after the system had
become well established, they could be issued in the order of
their application.

Water Pollution. - The sanitary condition of the marketed
shellfish taken from contaminated waters is not only at present
to some extent endangering the public health, but is placing an
undeserved stigma upon a most reputable and valuable source
of food supply for the public. The public should demand laws
closing, after proper scientific investigation, these polluted
areas, and conferring the power to thoroughly enforce such
laws. The danger arising from contamination should be re
duced to a minimum by prescribing some definite regulations
for transferring shellfish from these polluted waters to places
free from contamination, where the shellfish may in brief season
be rendered fit for the market.

It should be unlawful to use any brand, label or other device
for designation, intended to give the impression that certain
oysters offered for sale were grown at specified places, e.g., Co
tuit, Wellfleet, Wareham, etc., unless such oysters were actu
ally planted, grown or cultivated within the towns or waters
designated, for a period of at least three months immediately
previous to the date of marketing. Furthermore, there should
be appointed proper inspectors, whose duties would be to guar
antee by certificates, labels and stamps the purity of shellfish
placed upon the market, and likewise have the power of en
forcing severe penalties on violators.
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THE SHELLFISHERIES OF MASSACHUSETTS: THEIR
PRESENT CONDITION AND EXTENT.

By D. L. BELDING, assisted by F. C. LANE.

Dr. GEORGE W. FIELD, Chairman, Commission on Fisheries ana Game.

SIB: - I herewith submit the following report upon the present
extent and condition of the shellfish industries of Massachusetts. The
following biological survey was made in connection with the work done
under chapters 49, 73, 78 and 93, Resolves of 1905, and chapter 74,
Resolves of 1906. The statistics and survey records which furnish the
basis of the report were obtained by D. L. Belding and F. C. Lane.

Respectfully submitted,
DA.VID L. BELDING,

Biologist.
INTBODUOTION.

When money was first appropriated in 1905 for a three-year investi
gation of the life, habits and methods of culture of the clam, quahaug,
oyster and scallop, provision was made for a survey of the present
productive and non-productive areas suitable for the cultivation of these
four shellfish. The following report embodies the results of this survey.

A. Method of Work. -In making this survey two objects were in
view, which permit the grouping of the work under two main heads: -

(1) A survey of the productive and non-productive shellfish areas
of the State was undertaken, showing by charts the location, extent and
abundance of each of the four shellfish, as well as the biological con
ditions of the waters and soils of the areas along the entire coast which
could be made more productive under proper culturaJ. methods. Wher
ever possible, information as to the production of certain areas was
obtained from the shellflshermen as a supplement to the survey work.

(2) StatisticaJ. records of the four shellfish industries were formu
lated, showing their value and extent as regards (a) production, (b)
capital invested, (c) men employed. Data for these recoroq were ob
tained from town records, from market reports and from t:Je dealers
and shellfishermen, both by personaJ. interviews and by tabulated forms
of printed questions. Owing to the present chaotic condition of the
shellfisheries, it has been impossible to obtain absolutely exact data.
The statistics that have been obtained are to all purposes correct, and
are the most exact figures ever published on the subject.

B. Valu,e of the Survey. - Before any reform measures of prac
tical value Clm be advanced, accurate and comprehensive knowledge of
the present shellfish situation in Massachusetts is absolutely essential
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Up to this time there have been only vague and inaccurate conjectures
as to the value of the shellfisheries, and even the fisherman, outside
his own district, has little knowledge of their extent and their economic
possibilities. The consumer has far less knowledge. For the first time
this problem of the Massachusetts shellfisheries has been approached
from the point of view of the economic biologist. This survey is in
tended to present a concise yet detailed account of the present status of
the shellfisheries of Massachusetts, and is therefore the first step
towards the preservation of our shellfisheries by providing a workable
basis for the restocking of the barren and unproductive areas. It is
hoped that it will be of interest both to the fishermen and consumers.

C. Presentation of the Report. - The first part of the report pre
sents the general results of the survey, i.e., the present ~ndition of the
shellfisheries, while the second part deaJ.s directly with details of the
survey. The report is divided into four parts, each shellfish being con
sidered separately. Under each is grouped (1) the industry as a whole;
(2) a statisticaJ. summary of the industry for the whole State; (3) the
towns of the State and their individual industries. A series of charts
showing the shellfish areas of the State makes clear the description of
the survey.

GeographicaZ Situation. - The peculiar geographical situation of
Massachusetts repders possible the production of the four edible
shellfish - clam, oyster, quahaug and scallop, - in great abundance.
Cape Cod forms the dividing line between the northern and the southern
fauna, which furnish the coast of Massachusetts with a diversity of
molluscan life. Zoologically, the Massachusetts coast is the point where
the habitats of the northern (the soft clam, Mya arenaria) and the
southern clam (the quahaug, hard clam or little neck, Venus merce
flQria) overlap. Nature has favored Massachusetts with a coast indented
with bays, estuaries and inlets which are especially adapted for the
growth of marine food mollusks.

Former NaturaZ Abundance. - If we compare the natural shell
fish areas of to-day with those of former years, we find a great change.
All four shellfish formerly throve in large numbers in the numerous
bays and indentations of our coast line. The area between tide marks
was formerly inhabited by quantities of soft clams, and the muddy
patches just below low-water mark produced great numbers of qua
hangs. In the estuaries were extensive natural oyster beds. On our
shoals it was possible to gather many thousand bushels of scallops.
Now thousands of acres once productive lie barren, and we have but
a remnant of the former abundant yield.

Historical Wastefulness. - History tells us that the Pilgrims at
Plymouth "sucked the abundance of the seas" and found health and
wealth. But between the lines of history we can read a tale of waste
fulness and prodigality with hardly a parallel, and to-day we find the
natural heritage of the shellfisheries almost totally wasted through
the careless indifference of our forefathers. Prof. James L. Kellogg, in
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the introduction to his "Notes on Manne Food Mollusks of Louisiana,"..
gives the following excellent account of the exploiting of natural re-
sources: -

As one looks over the record of the settling of this country, and notes
how a continent was reclaimed from a state of nature, he can hardly fail
to be impressed with the reckleBB wastefulneBB of his ancestors in their use
of the treasures which nature, through eons of time, had been collecting.
In thousands of C88OS, natural resources, which, carefully conserved, would
have provided comfort and even luxury for generations of men, have been
diBBipated and destroyed with no substantial benefit to anyone. They scat
tered our inheritance. Such knowledge dulls a feeling of gratitude that may
be due to them for their many beneficent acts, - though the truth prob
ably is that few of them ever had a thought of their descendants. Men
seldom seem to have a weighty sense of responsibility toward others than
those who immediately follow them. The history of the prodigality of our
ancestors since their oceupation of this great continent has not fully been
written, - and it should be, in such a way that the present generation
might know it; for sometimes it seems as if the present generation were as
criminally careless of the natural resources that remain to it as were any
of those that are gone. Perhaps it is hardly that. We have learned some
wisdom from the past, because our attention has recently been drawn to the
fact of the annihilation of several former sources of subsistence. Rapidly
in America, in recent years, the struggle to obtain support for a family has
become more severe to the wage earner. In thirty years the increasing
fierceness of competition has resulted in a revolution of business methods.
In every profession and in every line of busineBB only the most capable are
able to obtain what the mediocre received for their honest labor in the last
generation.

But it is easier to condemn· the past for its failures than to recognize
and condemn those of our own generation. The average man really has a
blind and unreasoning faith in his own time, and to laud only its suc
cesses is to be applauded as an optimist. In the present stage of our
national life we certainly have no room for the pessimist, who is merely a
dyspeptic faultfinder; nor for the optimist, ·who blinds his eyes to our faults
and mistakes, and so fails to read their priceleBB leBBons. Instead, our in
telligence, as a race, has reached t,hat degree of development which should
give it the courage to consider" things as they are."

Considering things as they are, we must admit that we are not realizing
our obligations to future generations in many of the ways in which we are
misusing our natural resources. This waste is often deliberate, though usu
ally due to the notion that nature's supplies, especially of living organisms,
are limitless. The waste of 70 or 80 per cent. in lumbering the Oregon
"big trees," and the clean sweep of the Louisiana pine, now in progress, is
deliberately calculated destruction for present gain, - and the future may
take care of itself. In making millionaires of a very few men, most of
whom are still living, a large part of the lower peninsula of Michigan was
made a hopeless desert. To" cut and come again" is not a part of the
moral codes of such men. It seems to mean sacrifice; and yet they are woe
fully mistaken, even in that.

But most often, no doubt, the extinction of useful animals and plants,

I
I
I

1
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that we have 10 often witn8ll88d, has been due to the ignorant &8IIumption
that, under any eircumstanees, the supply would last forever. This idea
eeem8 eepeeially to prevail eoncerning marine food animals. The fact that
the _ is vast mig~t naturally give the impreuion that its inhabitants are
numberle-.. • . . But when a natural food supply nears eomp,lete annihila
tion, men begin to think of the necessity of a method of arti1!.eial culture.'

Present Unimproved Resources. - In spite of the wastefulness of
former generations, many areas can again be made to produce the
normal yield if proper and adequate measures are promptly taken to
restore to the flats, estuaries and bays of Massachusetts their normal
productive capacity. In spite of the fact that some of the natural beds
have entirely disappeared, either "fished out" or buried under the
d&ris of civilization, and others are in imminent danger of becoming
exhausted, Massachusetts still possesses a sufficient natural supply to
restock most of these barren areas.

Possibilities of Development. - Opportunities for development
are alluring. The shellfisheries could be increased, in these days of rapid
transit and marketing facilities, into industries which would furnish
steady employment for thousands of men and women, both directly
and indirectly, resulting in a product valued at a minimum of $3,000,000
annually, with possibilities of indefinite expansion. At present the idea
of marine farming attracts popular attention. The conditions are
parallel to agriculture, except that in the case of marine farming the
crops are more certain, - i.e., are not subject to so many fatalities.
The experiments of the Department of Fisheries and Game for the
past three years have proved that cultivation of shellfish offers great
inducements and profit to both individuals and towns. When the pres
ent waste areas are again made productive, the value of the annual
catch should be increased tenfold.

Statistical Summary of the Shellfisheries for 1907.

PIlODUCTIOJ( . I

N.... 011' )[OLL'l1IIJ:.

I
A..-In Capital Men

B...hela. Value. Acree. iDnoted. IlDlployed.

Clam, 168,llllli 'L'lO,440

I

5,111 '18,142 1,861

Oyster, 161,11l! 176,U2 2,400 2tIll,702 159

Quahaug, • 144,044 194,687 2!l,lI9O 94,!60 7411

8ca1lop, 108,000 164,438 80,900 121,768 647

Total, • 562,091
I

.68.~,705 66,501 '502,857 2,912

In the above table the areas for the scallop, clam and quahaug are
only approximate. The scallop and quahaug fisheries cover nearly the
same areas, and employ to a great extent the same men and capital.

I Gulf Biologic Station, Cameron, La., Bulletin No.3, 1905.
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Annual Yields (in Bushels) of the Shellfisheries of Massachusetts since
1879, from United States Fish Commission Reports.

y ...... Clam. I Q1Wulug. I Oyat8r. I Bca1lop. I TotrJa.

1879, 1118,821 11,060 36,000 10,1141 116,218

1887, 130,669 M,MO 4lI,1SS '1,964. SlII,M6

1888, 243,777 211,1611 'll,631 211,168 U1,7n

1898, U7,096 63,817 101,m 1211,868 '41,000

11102, 221,941 106,813 103,888 66,11lO l104,2lllI

11lOll, 217,519 166,1l2ll 112,ll8O 43,872 MO,'97

1907,1 l118,86:i 1«,0« 161,182 103,000 66t,091

Massachusetts fishermen to-day receive an annual income of $685,705
from the shellfisheries, which approximately cover a productive area
of 40,000 acres. Under the present methods of production, the average
value per acre is only $17; each acre, if properly farmed, should fur
nish an annual production of at least $100, or six times the present
yield. The shellfish areas of Massachusetts which are at" present
utilized are giving almost a minimum production, instead of the enor
mous yield which they are capable of furnishing. All that is necessary
to procure the maximum yield is the application of systematic cultural
methods, instead of relying on an impoverished natural supply. Not
only are the productive areas furnishing far less than they are capable
of producing, but also Massachusetts possesses 6,000 acres of barren
flats, which should become, under tJhe proper cultural methods, as val
uable as the productive areas. (This has been experimentally demon
strateA by the commission.) While it is possihle to develop, through
cultural methods, these latent natural resources, it will take years to
bring them to a high degree of development. It can be partially accom
plished, at least, in the next few years, and the present production in
creased several times, as nature responds to the slightest intelligent
effort of mati, and gives large retums.

DECLINE OF THE SHELLFISHERIES.

A. Is there a Decline'
(1) So obvious is the general decline of the shellflsheries that almost

every one is aware, through tb:e increasing prices and difficulty of sup
plying the demand, that the natural supply is becoming exhausted.

(2) Statistical figures of the shellfish production not only show a de
cline, but conceal a rapid diminution of the supply.

1 Returns of MlllIllllchusetts Department of Fisheries and Game.
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(3) Production statistics alone should never be taken as typifying
the real conditions of an industry, as such figures are often extremely
deceiving. For instance:-

(4) The increased prices, stimulated by an increasing demand, have
caused a greater number of men, equipped with the best modern im
plements, to swell the production by overworking shellfish areas which
in reality are not one-fourth so productive as they were ten years ago.

While the general decline of the shellfisheries is a matter of public
knowledge, specific illustrations of this decline have been lacking. The
present report calls attention to actual facts as proofs of the decline
of each shellfishery, by a comnpison of the present conditions in va
rious localities with the conditions of 1879. The only past record of·
V 8 !!Sachusetts shellfisheries of any importanee is found in the report
of the United States Fish Commission for 1883, and, although this is
very limited, it is sufficient to furnish many examples of the extinction
or decline of the shellfisheries in certain localities.

In a general consideration of the shellfisheries, it is noticeable that in
certain localities the extinction of the industry has been total, in others
only partial, while others have remained unchanged or have even im
proved. This last class is found either where the natural advantages'
are so ~t that the resources have not been exploited, or where men
have, through wise laws and cultural methods (as in the oyster in
dustry), preserved and built up the shellfisheries.

1879 v. 1907. - In comparing the present condition of the shell
fisheries with that of 1879, it will be seen that many changes have taken
place. Even twenty-five years ago inroads were being made upon the
natural supply; from that time to the present can be traced a steady
decline. During the past five years the production has been augmented
by additional men, who have entered into the busine!!!l under ~e at
traction of higher prices, and the extension of the quahaug and oyster
fisheries.' Though the annual catch is greater, a disproportionately
greater amount of time, labor and capital is required to secure an
equal quantity of shellfish.

I907. I879. Gain.

Production (buIl)ell), 66'l,1l91 264,818 297,278

Men, 2,912 910 2,002

Capital, 1602,867 1186,000 1337,867

Area (aerel), . 66,1lO1 66,601

The following instances illustrate specific decline in the various nat
ural shellfisheries:-

(1) Oyster industry, natural beds: Wareham, Marion, Bourne, Well
fleet, Charles River.
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(2) Sea clam industry: Dennis, Chatham, Nantucket.
(3) Scallop industry: Buzzards Bay' and north side of Cape Cod

(Barnstable) .
(4) Clam industry: Essex, Plymouth, Duxbury, Buzzards Bay, An

nisquam, Wellfleet, Nantucket.
(5) Quahaug industry: Chatham, Buzzards Bay, Fall River district.
These are only a few of the more prominent cases. Similar cases will

be found all along the coast of MaBBachusetts, and no one can deny
that the natural supply is rapidly becoming exhausted, and that methods
are needed to increase the production, or at least to save the little that
remains.

B. Causes of the Decline.
I. An Increasing Demand. - The indirect cause of the decline of the

shellilsheries is the increased demand. To-day more shellfish are con
sumed than ever before, and the demand is much greater each succeeding
year. It is an economic principle that there must be an equilibrium be
tween supply and demand. If the demand is increasing, either the sup
ply has to increase to meet the demand, or the price of the commodity
goes up and a new equilibrium is established. The supply must equal
the demand of the market. This increasing demand has worked havoc
with the shellfisheries. There was a time when the natural supply was
of such abundance that the moderate demand of those early days could
be met without injury to the fishery. Soon this limit was passed, and
with a steadily increasing demand came a corresponding drain on the
natural resources, which little by little started a decline, the result of
which is to-day apparent.

The ill-advised policy of the past has been to check the demand by
various devices, such as closed seasons, limited daily production, etc.
These. not only have proved without benefit to the fisherman, but also
have hurt the consumer by the increased price. The demand can be
checked by raising the price, but this tends towards a claBB distinction
between the rich and the poor. The poor man should be able to enjoy
" the bounties of the sea" as well as the rich. The policy of the future
should be not to check the demand, but rather to increase the supply.

Several causes contribute to this demand, which has unlimited possi
bilities of expansion: -

(1) The popularity of shellfish as an article of diet is steadily in
creasing, not merely for its nutritive value, but for variety and change
in diet. Fashionable fads, i.e., the" little neck" of the restaurants and
hotels, contribute to the popularity of these shellfish.

(2) In the present age, transportation .facilities and cold storage
make possible shipments to all parts of the United States, and continu
ally widen the market for sea foods.

(3) The influx of summer people to the seashore not only causes an
additional summer demand, but also widens the popular knowledge of
these edible mollusks.
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(4) A.dvertising and more attractive methods of preserving and
selling sea food by the dealers still further increase the demand.
. n. 01Jer{ishing. - The immediate and direct cause of the decline is

o1Jerfishm9' Increased demand causes a severe drain upon the shellfish
beds, which soon leads to ovemshing. It is not merely the hard working
of the beds, but the continuous unmethodical and indiscriminate fishing
which has caused the total extermination of once flourishing beds in cer
tain localities. Under present methods a bed is worked until all its
natural recuperatory power is exhausted, and then it is thrust aside as
worthless, a barren area. Prof. Jacob Reighard, in "Methods of
Plankton Investigation in their Relation to Practical Problems," 1 aptly
sums up the situation in his opening paragraph:-

In this country the 1Isherman as a rule continues to fish in any locality
until fishing in that locality has become unprofitable. He then moves his
operations to new waters until these in turn are exhausted. He is apt to
look upon each new body of water BI inexhaustible, and rarely has occasion
to ask himself whether it is pollible to determine in advance the amount of
fish that he may annually take from the water without lOon depleting it.

In this way the shellfish beds have become exhausted through the in
difference and lack of knowledge on the part of the fishing public. In
colonial days the resources of the shellfisheries were apparently inex
haustible. The conviction that man could ever exhaust the resources
of nature took firm hold of the Puritan mind, and even in the present
generation many still cling to this illogical doctrine, although proof to
the contrlllj" can be seen on all sides. This idea has caused great harm
to the shellfisheries, stimulating men to wreck certain localities by o\"e1'
fishing.

III. Pollution of Harbors and Estuaries and the III Effects upon
Public Health through the Shellfisheries. - The unscientific disposal of
sewage, sludge, garbage and factory waste may tend to rapidly fill up
the harbor channels, as well as the areas where the currents are not so
rapid.

Competent authorities scout the idea that Boston harbor is'at present
filling up to any considerable degree with sewage sludge, but the prob
lem must be met in the not distant future. This sewage sludge upon
entering salt or brackish water precipitates much more rapidly than in
fresh water or upon land, and becomes relatively insoluble, hence the
accumulation in harbors, e.g., Boston and New Bedford harbors and
the estuaries of the Merrimac, Taunton and other rivers. This sludge,
instead of undergoing the normal rapid oxidation and nitrification, as it
does when exposed to the air on land, undergoes in the sea water a
series of changes, mainly putrefactive, which results in the production
of chemical substances which in solution may (1) drive away the fish

I Unit.ei States Fi.h Commi ..ion Pamphlet. 1898.

•
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which in incredible quantities formerly resorted to that place; (2)
impair the vitality and even kill whatever fish spawn or fry may be
present; (3) check the growth of or completely destroy the microscopic
plants and animals which serve as food for the young fish and shellfish;
(4) by developing areas of oily film floating upon the surface of the
water, enormous numbers of the surface-swimming larval of clams,
quahaugs, scallops, oysters, mu,ssels and other marine animals may be
destroyed annually. But most serious of all is the fact that all the
edible mollusks, notably the clam, quahaug, oyster and mussel, act as
living filters, whose function is to remove from the water the bacteria
and other microscopic plants and animals. Most of these microscopic
organisms serve as food for the mollusk; and in instances where the mol
lusk is eaten raw or imperfectly cooked, man is liable to infection, if the
bacillus of typhoid fever or other disease chances to be present in the
mollusk. Though the chance of such infection is remote, it is neverthe
less actually operative. Many typhoid epidemics in this country and
abroad have been found to be directly referable to shellfish from sew
age-polluted waters. For these reasons approximately 1,500 acres in
Boston harbor and 700 acres in New Bedford harbor have become un
suitable for the growth of shellfish; and the State Board of Health,
after investigation, decided that clams, oysters and quahaugs found
within these areas are likely to be the direct cause of a dangerous epi
demic of typhoid. For this reason the taking of these shellfish for any
pu;rpose was very properly prohibited; but at the last session of the
Legislature a bill was passed which permitted the taking of such shellfish
for bait, upon securing permits from the Board of Health, and provid
ing heavy penalties for both buying and selling. As a matter of fact,
however, it is well-nigh impracticable to properly enforce this law, for
the reason that it is possible only in very rare instances to keep anyone
lot of clams known to have been dug under these conditions under sur
veillance from the time of digging until they are placed upon the hook
as bait. Complete prevention of the taking of such shellfish is the only
method by which the public health can be properly safeg')larded. Even
though in our opinion the annual financial loss to the public from the
destruction of this public fishery by the dumping of city sewage into the
water is not less than $400,000, the public health is of greater
consequence, and should not be jeopardized, as is the fact under present
conditions. Until such a time as the public realize that economic dis
posal of sewage must take place on land rather than in water, laws
absolutely preventing any contact with the infected shellflsh should be
enforced without exception. In instances like these it is greatly to be
deplored that but rarely under our system of 'government can legisla
tion, which the best knowledge and common-sense demand for the public
weal, be passed in its adequate and beneficial entirety, but is so fre
quently emasculated in Hie selfish interests of a few persons.

•
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IV. NaturaZ Agencies. - T~e above causes are given as they are
obviously important, but by no means are they to be considered the only
reasons. Geographic and climatic changes often explain the extinction
of shellfish in certain localities.

THE PRESENT ABUSES OF THE SHELLFISHERIES.

Not only has this survey shown by specific examples the alarming but
actual decline of the natural shellfish supply (in spite of deceptive pro
duction statistics), but it has brought to light numerous evils of various
kinds. These abuses have· developed gradually with the rise of the
shellfisheries, until at the present day they cannot be overlooked or con
sidered unim.portant. So closely are these connected with the present
status of our shellfishery that upon their abolition depends its future
success or failure. Some need immediate attention j others will require
attention later. After a thorough and competent investigation, reme
dies for t"be correction of each evil should be applied.

In the future Massachusetts will have to utilize all her wealth of
natural resources, to keep her leading position among the-other States
of the Union. To do this she should turn to her sea fisheries,
which have in the past made her rich, and hold forth prospects of
greater wealth in the future. Untold possibilities of wealth rest with
her shellfisheries, if obsolete methods and traditions can be cast aside.
In any age of progress the ancient and worthless must be buried be
neath the ruins or the past, while the newer and better take their place.
There is no more flagrant example of obsolete methods and traditions
holding in check the development of an industry than with the shell
fisheries, and it is time that Massachusetts realized these limitations.

The shellfisheries of Massachusetts are in a chaotic state, both legally
and economically. The finest natural facilities are wasted, and thou
sands of acres of profitable flats are allowed to lie barren merely for a
lack of initiative on the part of the general public. This chaotic and
unproductive state will exist until both the consumer and the fishermen
alike understand the true condition of affairs, and realize that in the
bays, estuaries and flats of Massachusetts lies as much or more wealth,
acre for acre, as in the most productive market gardens.

In Rhode Island the clam and scallop fisheries have almost disap
peared. Five or ten years from now the shellfisheries of Massachusetts
will be in a similar condition, and beyond remedy. Now is the time for
reform. The solution of the problem is simple. Shellfish farming is the
only possible way in which Massachusetts can restore her natural supply
to its former abundance.

I. The SheUfish Laws. - The first evils which demand attention are
the existing shellfish laws. While these are supposed to wisely regulate
the shellfisheries, in reality they do more harm than good, and are
direct obstacles to any movement toward improving the natural re-
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sources. Before Massachusetts can take any steps toward cultivating
her unproductive shellfish areas, it will be necessary to modify the worst
of these laws.

.4. Fishery Rights of the Public. - The fundamental principle
upon which the shellfish laws of the State are founded is the so-called
beach or free fishing rights of the public. While in other States prop
erty extends only to mean high water, in Massachusetts the property
holders own to extreme low-water mark. Nevertheless, according to
further provisions of this ancient law, the right of fishing (which in
cludes the shellfisheries) below high-water mark is free to any inhabitant
of the Commonwealth.

(1) Origin. - The first authentic record of this law is found under
an act of Massachusetts, in 1641-47, by which every householder was
allowed "free fishing and fowling" in any of the great ponds, bays,
coves and rivers, as far" as the sea ebbs and flows," in their respective
towns, unless "the freemen" or the General Court "had otherwise
appropriated them." From this date the shellfisheries were declared
to be forever the property of the whole people, i.e., the State, and have
been for a long period open to any inhabitant of the. State who wished
to dig the shellfish for food or for bait.

(2) Early Benefits. - In the early days, when the natural supply
was apparently inexhaustible and practically the entire population re
sided on or near the seacoast, it was just that all people should have
common rights to the shore fisheries. As long as the natural supply
was more than sufficient for the demand, no law could have been better
adapted for the public good.

(3) Present Inadequacy. - Two hundred and fifty years have passed
since this law was first made. The condition of the shellfisheries has
changed. No longer do the flats of Massachusetts yield the enormous
harvest of former years, but lie barren and unproductive. The law
which once was a benefit to all has now become antiquated, and incapable
of meeting the new conditions.

(4) Evil Effects. - If this law were merely antiquated, it could be
laid aside unnoticed. On the contrary, as applied to the present con
ditions of the shellfisheries it not only checks any advancement, but
works positive harm. From the mistaken comprehension of the so-called
beach rights of the people, the general public throughout the State is
forced to pay an exorbitant price for sea food, and the enterprising
fishermen are deprived of a more profitable livelihood. The present
law discriminates against the progressive majority of fishermen in
order to benefit a small unprogressive element.

(5) Protection. - If shellfish farming is ever to be put on a paying
basis, it is essential that the planter have absolute protection. No man
is willing to invest capital and labor when protection cannot be guaran
teed. What good does it do a man to plant a hundred bushels of
clams, if the next person has a legal right to dig them' SineE' the
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law absolutely refuses any protection to the shellfish culturist, Massa
ehusetts can never restock her barren flats and re-establish her shell
fisheries until this law is modified to meet the changed conditions.

(6) Who are fhe Objectors' Objectors to any new system are al
ways found, and are not lacking in the case of shellfish culture. These
would immediately raise the cry that the public is being deprived of
its rights. To-day the public has fewer rights than ever. The present
law causes class distinctions, and a few are benefited at the expense of
the public. The industrious fisherman suffers because a few of the
worthless, unenterprising class, who have no energy, do not wish others
to succeed where they cannot. In every seacoast town in Massachusetts
the more enlightened fishermen see clearly that the only way to preserVe
the shellfisheries is to cultivate the barren areas. •

Hon. B. F. Wood, in his report of the shellfisheries of New York, in
1906, clearly states the case.'

There is, .unfortunately, in some of the towns and villages upon our coast
an unprogrElllllive element, composed of those who prefer to reap where they
have not sown; who rely upon what they term their" natQral right" to rake
where they may choose in the public waters. They deplete, but do not build
up. They think because it may be pOB8ible to go out upon the waters for a
few hours in the twenty-fonr (when the tide serves) and dig a half peck of
shel1fuJh, that it is sufficient reason why such lands should not be leased by
the State to private planters. It might as well be said that it is wrong for
the go,-ernment to grant homestead farms to settlers, because a few black
berries might be plucked upon the lands by any who eared to look for them.

The following is taken from the report of the Massachusetts Com
missioners on Fisheries and Game for 1906:'-

There are at least four distinct claBBes within our Co=onwealth, each
of which either derive direct benefits from the mollusk fisheries of our
coast, or are indirectly benefited by the products of the flats: -

(1) The general public, - the cODBumers, who ultimately pay the cost,
who may either buy the joint product of the labor and capital invested
in taking and distributing the shellfish from either natural or artificial
beds, or who may dig shellfish for food or bait purposes for their own
or family Ulle.

(2) The capitalist, who seeks a productive investment for money or
brains, or both. Under present laws, such are practically restricted to
diatribution of shellfish, except in the case of the oyster, where capital may
be employed for production as well, - an obvious advantage both to capi
tal and to the public.

(3) The fishermen, who, either as a permanent or temporary vocation,
market the natural yield qf the waters; or, as in the case of the shellfish
eries, may with a little capital increase the natural yield and availability by
eultinting an area of the tidal fiats after the manner of a garden.

I New York Sbell6.b Report. p. 7. , Report on the Sbe1l6.heriee. pp. 33-36.
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(4) The owners of the land adjacent to the fiats, who are under the prtlll
ent laws often subjected to 1088 or annoyance, or even positive diseomfort,
by inability to safeguard their proper rights to a certain degree of freedom
from intruders and from damage to bathing or boating facilities, which
constitute a definite portion of the value of shore property.

All of these classes would be directly benefited by just lawa, which would
encourage and safeguard all well-advised projects for artificial cultivation
of the tidal fiats, and would deal justly and intelligently with the various
eoincident and confiicting rights of the :fishermen, owners of shore prop
erty, bathers and other seekers of pleasure, recreation or profit, boatmen,
and all others who hold public and private rights and eonC888ions.

That anyone class should claim exclusive .. natural valid rights," over
.any other class, to the shellfish products of the shores, which the law states
expressly are the property of .. the people," is as absurd 8.11 to claim that any
clu8 had exclusive natural rights to wild strawberries, rupberries, cran
berries or other wild fruits, and that therefore the land upon which these
grew eould not be used for the purpose of increuing the yield of these
fruits. This becomes the more absurd from the fact that the wild fruits
pass to the owner of the title of the land, while the shellfish are specifically
exempted, and remain the property of the public.

The class m08t benefited by improved laws would be the fishermen, who
would profit by better wages through the increased quantity of shellfish they
eould dig per hour, by a better market and by better prices, for the reason
that the control of the output would secure regularity of supply. More
over, when the market was unfavorable the shellfish could be kept in the
beds with a reasonable certainty of finding them there when wanted, and
with the added advantage of an increased volume by growth during the
interval, together with the avoidance of cold-storage charges. Thus the dig
gers eould be certain of securing a supply at almost any stage of the
tide and in all but the most inclement weather, through a knowledge of
.. where to dig;" moreover, there would be a complete elimination of the
reasoning which is now 80 prolific of ill feelings and 80 wasteful of the
shell:flsh, viz., the incentive of .. getting there ahead of the other fellow."

B. All the shellfl.sh laws should be revised, to secure a unity and
clearness which should render graft, unfairness and avoidable economic
loss impossible, and be replaced with a code of fair, intelligent
and forceful laws, which would not only permit the advancement of the
shellfish industry through the individual efforts of the progressive shell
fishermen, but also protect the rights of the general public.

C. The majority of the shellfish laws of the State are enacted by
the individual towns. In 1880 the State first officially granted to each
town the exclusive right to control and regulate its own shellfisheries,
as provided under section 68 of chapter 91 of the Public Statutes. This
was slightly modified by the Acts of 1889 and 1892 to read as fol
lows (now section 85 of chapter 91 of the Re~d Laws):-

BECTIOS 85. The mayor and aldermen of cities and the selectmen of
towns, if 80 instructed by their cities and towns, may, except as provided in
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the two preceding sections, control, regulate or prohibit the taking of eels,
elaDlB, quahaugs ud scallops within the same i ud may grut permits pre
IlCribing the times ud methods of taking eels and such shellfish within such
eities ud towns ud make such other regulations in regard to said fisheries
&I they may deem expedient. But an inhabitut of the commonwealth, with
out such permit, may take eels ud the shell1ish above-named for his own
family 1llIe from the waters of his own or uy other city or town, ud may
take from the waters of his own city or town any of such shellfish for bait,
not exeeeding three bushels, including shells, in uy one day, subject to the
general rules of the mayor and aldermen and selectmen, respectively, as to
the times ud methods of taking such fish. The provisions of this section
IhaIl not authorize the taking of fish in violation of the provisions of sec
tions forty-four ud forty-five. Whoever takes uy eels or uy of said
shell1ish without such permit, ud in violation of the provisions of this sec
tion, shall forfeit not le88 than three nor more than fifty dollars.

Responsibility has thus been transferred from the State to the towns,
and they alone, through their incompetence and neglect, are to blame
for the decline of the shellfisheries. The town laws are miniature copies
of the worst features of the State laws. While a few towns have suc
ceeded in enacting fairly good laws, the majority have either passed no
shellfish regulations at all, or made matters worse by unintelligent and
harmful laws. It is time that a uirified system of competent by-laws
were enacted and enforced in every town.

The ill-advised features which characterize the present town laws are
numerous, and are best considered under the following headings: -

(1) Umnfelligent Laws. - One of the worst features of our town
shellfish laws is their extreme unfitn888. Numerous laws which are ab
solutely useless for the regulation and improvement of these industries
have been made by towns, through men who knew nothing about the
shellfisheries. These laws were made without any regard for the prac
tical or biological condjtions underlying the shellfish industry. It is to
be expected that laws from such a source would often be ill-advised
and unintelligent, but under the present system it cannot be avoided.
Until sufficient knowledge of the habits and gFowth of shellfish is ac
quired by the authorities of State and town, Massachusetts can never
expect to have intelligent and profitable shellfish laws. While the ma
jority of these unintelligent laws do no harm, there are some that work
hlUldship to the fishermen and are an injury to the shellfisheries.

(2) Unfairnessj Town Politics. - Town politics offers many chances
for unscrupulous discrimination in the shellfish laws. Here we find one
class of fishermen benefiting by legislation at the expense of the other,
as in the case of the quahaugers v. oystermen. In one town the oyster
men will have the upper hand; in another, the quahaugers. In every
case there is unfair discrimination, and a resultant financial loss to
both parties. The waters of Massachusetts are large enough for both
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industries, and every man should have a "square deal," which is fre~

quently lacking under the present regime.
Besides party discrimination, there is discrimination against certain

individuals, as illustrated in giving oyster grants. Town politics plays a
distressing part here. Favoritism is repeatedly shown, and unfairness
results. All this shows the unpopularity and impracticability of such
regulations and the method of making them.

(3) Present Chaotic State. - The present town laws are in a chaotic
condition, which it is almost impossible to simplify. No one knows
the laws, there is merely a vague impression that such have existed.
Even the selectmen themselves, often new to the office and unacquainted
with the shellfisheries, know little about the accumulated shell1lsh laws
of the past years, and find it impossible to comprehend them. The only
remedy is to wipe out all the old and replace them with unified new
laws.

(4) Unsystematic Laws. - The present laws are unsystematized.
Each town has its own methods, good and bad, and the result is a
heterogeneous mixture. Often there are two or three laws where one
would definitely serve. To do absolute justice there should be a definite
system, with laws elastic enough to satisfy the needs of all.

(5) Nonenforcement. - The worst feature of allowing town control of
the shellfisheries is the nonenforcement of the laws already passed. We
find in many towns that good by-laws have been made, but from inat
tention and lack of money these have never been enforced and have
become practically nonexistent. The 1Vz-inch quahaug law of several
towns is an instance of this. In but one town in the State, Edgartown,
is any effort made to enforce this excellent town by-law, although sev
eral of the other towns have passed the same. The proper enforcement
of laws is as important as the making, as a law might as well not be
made if not properly enforced. The only way that this can be remedied
is either to take the control completely out of the hands of the town, or
else have a supervisory body which would force the town to look after
violators..

Besides the town by-laws there are other evils which result from the
present system of town control.

II. Lack of Protection in Oyster Industry. - In no case is the man
agement by towns more inefficient and confusing than in the case of
the oyster industry. As this subject will be taken up in the oyster re
port which follows, it is only necessary here to state that there is great
need of a proper survey of grants, fair laws, systematic methods, etc.
Protection is necessary for the success of any industry, and [s especially
needed for the oyster industry. The oyster industry of Massachusetts
will never become important until adequate protection is guaranteed to
the planters. Under the present system, uncertainty rather than pro
tection is the result.

III. Tou:n Jealousy. - The evil of town jealousy, whereby one
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tOwn forbids its shellfisheries to the inhabitant of neighboring towns,
is to-day an important factor. It is fair that a town which improves
its own shellfisheries should not be interfered with by a town which
has allowed its shellfisheries to decline. While this is true perhaps
of the clam, quahaug and oyster, it does not hold true of the scallop.
The result of this close-fisted policy has resulted in the past in a great
loss in the scallop industry. The town law in regard to scallops is all
wrong. The scallop fisheries should be open to all the State, and no
one town should "hog the fishing," and leave thousands of bushels to
die from their dog-in-the-manger attitude.

IV. Sectional Jealousy. - Another evil, which in the past has been
prominent, but is becoming less and less as the years go by, is the
jealousy of the north shore v. the south shore, Cape Cod v. Cape Ann.
In the past this has been a stumbling block against any advance, as any
plan initiated on the south shore would be opposed from sheer prejudice
by the north shore representatives, and vice vef'sa. The cry of "entering
wedge" has been raised again anl again whenever any bill was intro
duced for the good of the shellfisheries by either party. Merely for
political reasons good legislation has been defeated. However, the last
few years have shown a decided change. The jealous feeling has in a
large measure subsided; the shellfisheries need intelligent consideration,
and all parties realize that united effort is necessary to insure the future
of these industries.

V. Quahaugef's v. Oystermen. - On the south shore the worst evil
which at present exists is the interclass rivalry between the quahaugers
and oystermen. This has caused much harm to both parties, through
expensive lawsuits, economic loss, uncertainty of a livelihood, as well as
retarding the proper development of both industries.

VI. Waste of Competition. - At the present day the utilization of
waste products in all industries is becoming more and more important.
In this age material which was considered useless by our forefathers
is made to play its part in the economic world. Through science indus
trial waste of competition is being gradually reduced to a minimum,
although in any business which deals with perishable commodities, such
as fish, fruit, etc., there is bound to be a certain amount of loss.

Cnder the present system the shellfisheries suffer from the effects of
waste resulting from competition. Both the fisherman and the con
sumer feel the effects of this, in different ways, - the fisherman through
poor market returns, the consumer through poor service. As long as
the shellfisheries are free to all, there is bound to be that scramble to
get ahead of "the other fellow," which not only results in the destruc
tive waste of the actual catch, but also causes a "glutted" market,
which gives a low return to the fisherman. Thousands of dollars are
thus lost each year by the fishermen, who are forced to keep shipping
their shellfish, often to perish in the market, merely because the present
system invites ruthless competition. The fishermen in this respect alone
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should be the first to desire a new system, which would give to each 'a
shellfish farm and the privilege of selecting his market.

VII. At the present moment there are two evils which demand
attention, and which can be lessened by, the passage of two simple
laws:-

(1) During the past three years many thousands of bushels of
quahaugs under 1% inches have been shipped out of the State, merely
passing into the hands of New York oystermen, who replanted, reaping
in one year a harvest of at least five. bushels to every one "bedded."
Through the inactivity of town eontrol, the incentive to get ahead of
the other fellow and the ignorance that they are wasting their own
substance have caused many quahaugers in the past to do this at many
places.

The 1%-inch quahaug law has been for years a law for many towns
in the State. It has been practically a dead letter in all but Edgartown,
where it is enforced thoroughly. There should be a State law restrict
ing the size of the quahaugs taken.·

(2) The enforcement of a l%-inch clam law, especially in the towns
of Fall River and Swansea, where the digging has reduced the clams
to a small size, likewise deserves immediate attention.

All the present evils have each contributed their share toward the
ruin of the shellfisheries, and can be best summed up under one head,
i.e.} the abuse of nature. All the above evils have either directly or
indirectly worked towards this end. This" abuse of nature" hll8 re
sulted in several ways: (1) indiscriminate fishing, restricted by no laws,
augmented by unwise laws; (2) overfishing in certain localities until
the supply is exhausted, as, among other instances, with the Essex
clam flats and the natural oyster beds of the Weweantit River; (3)
exploiting and wasting the natural resources, so that nature cannot
repair the inroads. Nature cannot cope with despoiling man, - man
must assist nature.

In the past there hll8 been much feeling, especially among the clam
mers of the north shore, against the Fish and Game Commission. It
therefore is necessary to correct a mistaken impression, which has
arisen among the clammers, that "the State is going to take the clam
flats away from us." This idea is on the face of it absurd. The Massa
chusetts Fish and Game Commission is seeking only to have this question
solved in such a manner as to yield the most satisfactory results for
the public good. At the present time it would be highly undesirable to
take the complete control of the shellfisheries from any town, as long as
that town shows itself capable of regulating them wisely. At the pres
ent day but few towns show any signs of this. What is necessary and
desirable is to have an intelligent supervisory body, with power to com
pel each town to take proper care of its shellfisheries. It is advisable
that there be a central power, co-operating with the town control in all
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matters pertaining to the shellfisheries, whether it be regulations or the
restocking of barren areas. A boa.rd of arbitration, a committee of
appeal for any grievance under the town control, and a commission
that would act for the interests of the whole State, are what is most
desirable at the present time. Such an arrangement would ·not be
changing radically the present system of town control, but it would
free it from its existing evils, place it on a firm and just basis, and give
the shellfisheries a chance for improvement.

THE FI8BERlUN AND LAW8.

The fisherman of to-day, though nominally his own master, is in
reality subject to the demands of the market. To gain a living he is
forced to work in all kinds of weather, at cold, disagreeable work.
Under the present system he is oppressed by useless special town laws,
which merely increase his daily labors without benefiting the fishery in
the least. A few good laws only are necessary for the shellfisheries. It
is time that the fisherman, one of the great factors in the commercial
supremacy of Massachusetts, should be freed from all unnecessary
burdens through a new system of satisfactory laws.

THE REllEDY.

In spite of all the existing evils of the town shellfisheries, the outlook
is far from hopeless. To-day the shellfisheries of Massachusetts, owing
to great natural resources, are as good or better than those of any
other coast States, and only await development under proper methods
to ensure a bright future. The Commissioners on Fisheries and Game
can only point the way of reform; the result lies in the hands of the
intelligent voters of this Commonwealth, whose action decides the
future success or failure of the shellfisheries. It should be the object
of every thinking voter, whether he be fisherman or consumer, to see
that the right action be taken in regard to the shellfisheries.

As shown in the preceding pages of this report, the attempted remedy
has been based upon the false economic basis of attempting to check
the demand by prohibiting digging for certain periods (closed seasons),
limiting the amount to be legally dug by anyone person, etc. It would
be quite as logical for a town or city to prohibit by by-laws the use or
digging of potatoes or any other food crop, when the supply was short,
rather than to attempt to increase the supply. An increasing demand
eannot be checked by any such ill-advised measures, but can be met only
by a corresponding increase in the natural production. The only rem
edy that can be applied successfully is shellfish culture, which means
the utilizing of thousands of acres of barren shore area for the planting
of farms which will furnish harvests of shellfish. In this way the
latent potentialities of nature, which it is criminal to neglect, will be
utilized for the good of the entire population of the State.
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We learn from the dictionaries that a farm is defined to be a tract of
land under one control, devoted to agriculture, ete.; and that agriculture is
the cultivation of the soil for food products or other useful or valuable
growths. All this is very familiar knowledge, as applied to the dry land;
but that there may fairly be brought within these definitions the operations
of an mdustry in which lands covered by the salt waters of our bays and
harbors are tilled, cultivated, raked, harrowed and planted with soodling
bivalves, and harvests of a valuable product garnered, constituting a superb
food for the masses, is less familiar, and to many may seem quite astonish
ing. It is within a comparatively few years that this unique style of farm
ing has had its growth and development, until now many thousands of acres
of land under water have been carefully surveyed, and the boundaries
marked by buoys and stakes.'

To bring the shellfisheries of Massachusetts to their maximum pro
duction will take years, but within five years the production can be
nearly doubled, if work in the right direction is begun at once. Pa
tience will be required to overcome the obstacles which must be met,
and the change must necessarily be gradual.

Every year the difficulties of reform increase. Owing to a steadily
increasing demand, the natural supply is becoming smaller, and con
sequently the difficulty of increasing it becomes so much the harder.
Soon the line of possibility will be crossed, and the shellfisheries will
become an industry of the past. A few shellfish will always remain,
but as an important industry, the shellfisheries, if no remedy is ap
plied, in twenty-five years will be commercially extinct. While there is
still time, let action be taken.

The utilization of the barren shellfish areas, wise laws, good regula
tions and systematic methods of culture are necessary, in order to
obtain the maximum production from these sea farms. The sea farm
possesses one advantage over the ordinary farm, - the soil never be
comes exhausted, as the shellfish derive their sustenance from the
water, utilizing indirectly the waste nitrates of the land. To do this it
is necessary that shellfish culture be at once begun, either by indi
viduals or by towns.

Three methods of shellfish culture offer ways of approach towards
the utilization of the waste areas:-

(1) To leave the matter wholly in the hands of the town. This is
the poorest way, as has been shown in the past. Unless the town offi
cials were well informed about the shellfisheries, it would be an absurd
farce to entrust the future of this important industry wholly in their
hands.

(2) Place all power with the State, instead of with the town.
Have a unified and simplified system, whereby shellfish farms and
grants can be leased by the individuals. This plan, much better than

1 Foreot, Fish and Game Commission Bulletin, Shellfish Culture in New York, 1005. By
B. Frank Wood.
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the first, and possibly the final solution, is, however, not practical of
applieation to the existing conditions. Later, when these conditions
lUll removed, it may prove the best solution of the problem.

(3) The present system of town control to remain. The appoint
ment of the Fish and Game Commission, or a similar commission, to
have complete advisory power over the towns, and power to force each
town to properly protect its shellfish. A State law would be passed,
legalizing grants to individuals and dividing the Hats into two equal
parts, - public and private. The leasing of grants would be in the
hands of the town authorities, but subject to appeal for any grievance
to the Fish and Game Commission.
. In the chapter relating to each shellfish will be given the practical

methods of cultivation for reclaiming the waste areas. These methods
have been proved by the experimental work of this commission, the
results of which may be published in a subsequent scientific report upon
the shellfish. The commission has definitely shown that shellfish culture
in Massachusetts is a possibility, and, moreover, a remunerative pos
sibility.

WHO WOULD BENEFIT'

(1) Under the proposed system of practical shellfish culture, many
classes of people would ,be benefited. The person who would be pri
marily benefited is the fisherman. In the following ways the condition of
the industrious fisherman would be bettered: (a) his work would be
steady, not uncertain; (b) he would know his exact annual income, and
eould govern his living expenses accordingly; (c) he would receive more
money, with less hardship; (d) he would ensure steady market returns,
which under the present system are very uncertain; (e) he would be his
own master, and not forced to work for poor pay, under the stress of
wasteful competition.

(2) The shellfisheries are not for any particular class, but should ben
efit all, and any improvement in the industry affects all people. A sec
ond class would also be benefited by an increase in the shellfish
industries. This class can be divided into two groups: (a) those directly
infiuenced; (b) those indirectly. In the first group are the middlemen,
- dealers. By an increased trade, more firms enter the business, more
men are hired, etc. Comprising the second group are teamsters, coopers,
shop owners, sailors, transportation lines, - an indefinite list, which
would be indirectly benefited by an increase in the shellfish industry.

(3) Thirdly, the consumer would receive the benefit of improved
quality of goods, reasonable prices, etc. Through increased trans
portation facilities the inland consumer would have the pleasure of
partaking of sea food, and what were once the luxuries of the rich could
be had by all.
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CAPITAL.

Capital is needed for the best success of any business. ill a broad
sense, the tools, implements, etc., of the shellfisherman are capital. In
the future, if' the shellfisheries are to become a great industry, money
as working capital is indispensable. Blind objection to the employ
ment of capital on the part of the fishermen works against the best
interests of the shellfisheries.

SHELLFISH MONOPOLY.

For yean the fishermen have feared that the shellfisheries would fall
into the hands of a few companies or trusts, and the individual fisher
man thereby lose his independence. As the present age tends toward
the formation of monopolies in all business, the fears of the fishermen
are not altogether groundless in this respect; nevertheless, while there
are certain chances of monopoly in the shellfisheries, these chances are
very small. In the first place, a monopoly of a raw edible product,
such as shellfish, is hardly possible. Never can it be possible for any
one company to control all or the majority of a shellfish supply, which
possesses unlimited possibilities of expansion.

Secondly, there are but two ways in which a monopoly of the shell
fisheries can be obtained: one is the control of the market by buying
up all the shellfish, - a thing far easier under the present conditions;
the other, by buying through contract the rights of the individual
planters. The success of such an enterprise would depend wholly
upon the personnel of the shellfishermen, and such a result could never
become possible if each shellfisherman would refuse to sell his rights.

SUMMARY.

This survey has shown (1) that the shellfisheries have declined (an
established fact); (2) that the causes of the decline are overfishing
and unwise laws; (3) that the remedy is, not to check the demand, as
has been previously attempted, but to increase the production by the
utilization of vast areas of barren flats, which have been experimentally
proved capable of yielding a great harvest; (4) that the present
chaotic laws render this impossible; (5) that there is a nee'd of reform,
or else the shellfisheries will soon disappear; (6) that the first step is
the removal of these laws to permit the application of proper cultural
methods.

QUAHAUG (Venus me,.cenaria).

Inhabiting common waters with the scallop, the northern range of
the quahaug (the hard-shell clam or "little neck") in Massachusetts is
Plymouth. Commercially it is found both on the north and south
side of Cape Cod and in Buzzards Bay, the principal fisheries
being at Wellfleet, Orleans, Edgartown, Nantucket and in Buzzards Bay.
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The quahaug, while essentially a southern and warm-water form,
being found in the United States along the Atlantic seacoast as far
south as the Gulf of Mexico, practically reaches its northern range in
Massachusetts. In a few sheltered bays on the Maine COIU,.t quahaugs
are sometimes found, but in 1lDl811 quantities. However, at Prince
Edward Island there is said to be an abundance.

Along the coast of Massachusetts north of Boston very few quahaugs
are found, although they were formerly taken near Salem. The black
quahaug (Cyprina iBlandica), so called from its dark epidermis, is often
caught in the trawls, but this is a deep-sea form, and by no means a
true quahaug. In Essex and Ipswich rivers and on Plum Island ex
perimental beds have shown that quahaugs grow in these waters, but no
spawn has yet been noticed, though ripe eggs were developed in the
planted quahaugs. Owing to the swift currents, which carry the
spawn perhaps for miles, it is impossible to determine accurately
whether any set has taken place.

During the past three years, as outlined by chapter 78, Resolves of
1905, the Fish and Game Commission has conducted a series of experi
ments upon the quahaug, designated to furnish sufficient data concerning
the growth of this mollusk under a variety of conditions, to demonstrate
the possibilities and value of practical quahaug farming. The results of
these investigations upon the life, habits and culture of the quahaug
are to be published in a later scientific report. It is necessary here to
say that all statements in this report concerning the growth and culture
of quahaugs have been proved by experiments, the results of which are
on file at the office of the department of fisheries and game.

It is the object of this report to present both to the fishermen and
consumers (1) actual statistical figures of the industry of the State for
1901; (2) a biological survey of the quahauging areas, outlined by
maps and descriptions; (3) a description of the industry. This survey
should furnish a basis for determining any decline or advance in the
quahaug industry of the future, as well as affording comparison with
the United States Fish Commission survey of 1879, made by Ernest
Ingersoll.

Massachusetts, situated at the northern limit of the quahaug industry
of the United States, is handicapped in comparison with other States,
as only the southern waters of the State are given to this industry.
Nevertheless, though possessing only a partial industry, Massachusetts
ranks the fourth State in quahaug production, according to the 1906
report of the United States Fish Commission.

The same natural conditions which suit so well the shallow-water
seallop are also adapted to the growth of the quahaug. In nearly all
the sheltered bays, inlets and rivers of the southern coast of Massa
chusetts the quahaug can be found in varying abundance. Technically,
there is more territory which admits the possibility of quahaug growth
than of any other shellfish. The bathymetric range of the quahaug
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is extensive, as the quahaug is raked in all depths of water up to 50
feet. In spite of .the vast territory nature has provided for the quahaug
in the waters of Massachusetts, the commercial fishery is found only
in small parts of this large area. Scattered quahaugs are found over
the rest of the area, but in paying quantities only in limited places.

The possibilities of developing this great natural tract of quahaug
ground are especially alluring,- far more so than any of the other
shellfisheries. The quahaug has a greater area, greater possible ex
pansion and a more profitable market. Nature has equipped BOuthem
Massachusetts with numerous bays with remarkable facilities for the
production of quahaugs; it only remains for man to make the most of
these.

Meth.od of Work. - The method of work used in preparing this por
tion of the report varied but little from that relating to the other shell
fish, though several features made it harder to obtain accurate informa
tion. There is a more general obscurity about the, history of the quahaug
than about any of the other Shellfish, even though the quahaug industry
is commercially the youngest of all. This is due, perhaps, to the gradual
rise of the industry through the discovery of new territory. The only
historical record obtainable is E. Ingersoll's report on the quahaug, in
1879, in which he deals briefly with the industry in Massachusetts.
Town records help but little in determining the history of the industry,
as only of late years have the towns required the taking of permits.

In making the biological survey, the difficulty arises of defining what
constitutes quahaug ground, since scattering quahaugs are found over
vast territories, but only limited areas are commercially productive. The
estimates of the quahaugers, both historically and in regard to produc
tion and areas, are often erroneous and vary greatly. By the use of
market reports, express shipments, estimates of dealers, estimates of
several reliable quahaugers, and all methods at our command, the facts
of the industry were compiled and errors eliminated as far as possible.
The home consumption is hard to determine, and is merely an esti
mate. The area of the quahaug territory was plotted on the map, and
calculations made from the plots. Whenever personal inspection was
not possible, as in Falmouth, the estimates of several quahaugers were
taken.

BenUs.
1. Is the Quahaug Fishery declining' - The decline of the quahaug

fishery is well recognized. Even the production figures, which, when
stimulated by high prices, usually give a deceptive appearance of pros
perity to a declining industry, since more men enter the fishery, show
a decline in the last few years. When such a point is reached,
when, in spite of higher prices and more men, the annual production
becomes less and less, - not many years will pass before the industry
will collapse completely.

Increased prices show either an increase in demand or a falling of!
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of the supply. Both are perhaps true of the quahaug industry. The
demand, especially for " little necks," has been steadily on the increase,
and a broad inland market is gradually opening, since the quahaug is
eapable of long transportation without perishing. So the increased
prices are a sign of the diminution of the supply, as well as of an in
creased demand, the undeterminal factor being what ratio the one bears
to the other.

The only way to determine accurately the decline in the natural sup
ply is to compare the amount the average quahauger could dig ten or
twenty years ago with the amount dug to-day. Even this comparison
is unfair, as the better rakes, improved methods, etc., of the present
time tend to increase the daily yield of the quahauger.

This decline can best be shown by taking special localities:-
(1) Bunartl8 Bay. - The quahaug industry in Buzzards Bay has

shown a great decline in the past ten to twenty years, and the industry
is now at a low ebb, especially in the towns of Marion and Matta
poisett. Ware~am, Bourne and Fairhaven still manage to ship about
27,000 bushels annually, employing over 200 men; but this is hardly up
to their former standard. To-day at Wareham the daily catch per man
is one-fifth of what it was twenty years ago; in 1887 a man could dig
5 bushels to a catch of 1 bushel now. Buzzards Bay perhaps has shown
the greatest quahaug decline.

(2) Soufh Side of Cape Cod. - While not so marked a decline has
taken place as in Buzzards Bay, every quahauger agrees that the in
dustry is gradually failing. In Bass River, at Hyannis, and in Chat
ham, there is a marked decrease, while at Cotuit and Osterville the
industry has remained stationary.

(3) North Side of Cape Coa. - The best quahaug fishery of Massa
ehusetts, except at Edgartown, is found on the north side of Cape Cod,
in the towns of Well1leet, Eastham and Orleans. These three towns
give an annual yield of 75,000 bushels. Only about fifteen years old
commercially, the industry has passed its prime and is on the decline.
This decline is shown both by production figures and by the gradual
moving to deeper water. As the quahaugs were thinned out in shallow
water, the fishermen moved farther and farther out, using long rakes,
until 60-foot rakes are now used at a depth of 50 feet. Probably the
6O-foot limit will never be exceeded, unless a method of dredging is
devised; and it will be only a question of years when the industry will
become extinct.

(4) Nantucket. - The industry here has generally declined, though
in the last few years there has been a slight increase in production.

(5) Edgarlown. - The quahaug industry at Edgartown has declined
little, if any, while the fishery has been carried on for many years. The
natural resources have not been seriously impaired, owing to the effi
cient town management; and Edgartown can be congratulated on being
the only town in the State that can boast of a protected industry.
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Although the quahaug industry has not openly shown the tendency
to decline that the soft clam has manifested in southern Massachusetts,
the danger is nevertheless very great, and the disaster would be far
worse. The fishermen of Cape Cod realize that the clam industry has
practically gone; but they are blind to the fact that a far more im
portant one - the quahaug industry - is in as grave danger, and only
when it is too late will they wake to a realization of the situation.

The clam industry on Cape Cod and Buzzards Bay will never assume
the importance it possesses on the north shore, owing to lack of ex
tensive Hats. Rather the quahaug industry is the main shellfish industry
of the south shore, as it is more valuable, more important, and capable
of vast expansion. The development of the quahaug industry should
bring many hundred thousand dollars to Cape Cod.

II. Causes of the Decline. - The direct cause is overflshing. The
quahaug is hardy, little harmed by climatic changes, and has but few
natural enemies. Man alone has caused the decline of the natural
supply. Not satisfied with taking the mediums and large quahaugs,
but spurred on by the high prices offered for the "-little neck," the
quahaug fisherman has cleaned up everything he can get, and the natural
supply has suffered greatly. If the market demands the capture of the
" little neck," it is necessary to leave the large quahaugs as " spawners."
At the present time, by the capture of both the industry is being ruined.

The Remedy. - Quahaug Farming.

There is only ofte 'lJ)(Jy in which the present decline can be checked,
and that is, to increase the natural supply by cultural methods to meet
the demands of the market. The only way to accomplish this increase
is to plant and raise quahaugs, - in fact, have a system of qtUJhaug
farming for the whole sOuth shore of Massachusetts. In considering
quahaug farming, many questions naturally arise: (1) Is quahaug
farming an established fact, or a mere theory' (2) Possibilities of
quahaug f~rming. (3) What is the growth of the quahaug, and how
long does it take to raise a crop' (4) What.is the value of a quahaug
farm' (5) What benefits would the quahaug industry receive from
such a system'

(1) Quahaug Farming an Establishea Fact, - not a Theory. - It is
not the object of this report to go intQ a scientific treatise upon experi
ments in quahaug culture. For the past three years the Commission
on Fisheries and Game has been conducting experiments upon the
growth and culture of quahaugs, the results of which will be published
in a subsequent report. These experiments have shown that quahaug
farming is no theory, but an established fact, and that, if taken up, it
will make the quahaug fishery the most important shellfish industry
of the State. These experiments, consisting of small beds one one
thousandth. of an acre in area, were located at different places along
the coast. Various conditions in regard to food, current, tide, soil, etc.,
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were tested.. The results from nearly every bed were excellent, and
showed the ease of culture and the great profit which would result if
larger areas were thus worked.

The results obtained from the experiments of the commission alone
are sufficient to prove the practicability of quahaug farming, even if
there were no other proofs. As it is, there have been many tests made
by the oystermen, both outside and inside the State. Some years ago
the oystermen near New York realized the possibilities of raising qua
haugs on their oyster grants, and to-day Massachusetts ships many
barrels of " seed" quahangs out of the State to these far-sighted busi
ness men, who reap large returns by replanting these small "little
necks." The Massachusetts oystermen have not been slow to realize
the large returns afforded by quahang culture, and some have planted
many bushels of the "seed," thus turning their grants into partial
qnahaug farms. These men have proved that this style of farming is
practical, and that as a money-making proposition the quahaug is far
ahead of the oyster.

As affairs exist to-day in Massachusetts, a few men alone have the
privilege of raising quahaugs, while the rest stand idle. Theoretically
and legally, no one has the right to plant and raise quahaugs in the
State; but practically and secretly it is done with great success. Who
can blame the oysterman for raising quahaugs with his oysters, in
view of the fast-declining quahaug industry' Rather by so doing he
is helping perpetuate the natural supply. The objection to this pres
ent system of secret quahaug farming is its unfairness. •A few men
are enjoying the privileges that many others should likewise enjoy.
There is plenty of room, and quahaug farming might as well be carried
on openly, to the benefit of all.

While the oystermen have made a move toward general quahaug farm
ing, and have shown the great possibilities that this system possesses,
the quahaugers have also exhibited a tendency in a similar direction.
The originators of the town law in Eastham, Orleans and Wellfleet,
which provides for the leasing of 5,625 square feet of flat for bedding
the catch, and thus makes possible the advantage of a favorable market,
probably did not imagine that this was the first great step on the part
of the quahangers towards shellfish farming. The sudcess of this scheme
has here opened the eyes of the intelligent quahaugers to the even
better possibilities of quahaug culture, and any well-devised scheme
of shellfish farming will be favorably received.

The main impulse that makes people turn to quahaug culture is the
steady decline of the industry, especially during the last few years. In
the previous pages of this report there have been shown: (1) the
actuality of the decline; (2) the causes of this decline. The proof of
the decline is so generally apparent that it has created a popular de
mand for a fair system of quahaug farming, to check the diminution
of the present supply.
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(2) Possibilities of Qvahavg Farming. - The quahaug has a wide
range; it is found in all depths of water, from high tide line to sixty
feet, and in various kinds of mud and sand bottom. This natural
adaptability gives the quahaug a wider area than any other shellfish,
as it will live in nearly any bottom, although the rate of growth de
pends essentially upon its location in respect to current. This permits
the utilization of vast areas which to-day are unproductive, and which
can all be made into profitable quahaug farms. Quahaugs will grow
on thousands of acres of flats, such as the Common Flats of Chatham,
if they are planted. There are indefinite possibilities of expansion in
quahaug farming through the reclamation of this unproductive sea
bottom.

(3) Rate of Growth of Quahaug. - The rate of growth of the qua
haug varies greatly in regard to its location in respect to the current.
The quahaugs which have the better current or circulation of water
show the faster growth. The fastest growth recorded by the experi
ments of the Department on Fisheries and Game was a gain of 1 inch
a year; i.e., 1%-inch quahaugs attained in one year a length of 2%
inches. The average growth is between % and %. inch a year, or a
yield of 3 to 5 bushels for every bushel planted, or the return in one
year of $4 for every $1 invested. In the more favorable localities there
would be the enormous gain of $8 for every dollar invested. All this
can be done in six months, as the quahaug grows only during the six
RUmmer months. The above figures are taken from experiments which
have been conducted on Cape Cod, in Buzzards Bay and at Nantucket.

(4) Value of a Quahaug Farm. - An acre of II little-neck" quahaugs
has a high market value. A conservative estimate of 10 per square foot
gives the yield in one year of 2%-inch quahaugs as 600 bushels per
acre: This means that 120 bushels of l3,.~-inch quahaugs were planted
to the acre. The price paid for the same would be $600, at the high
price of $5 per bushel. The price received for the same, at $3 per
bushel, would bring $1,800, or a gain of $3 for every $1 invested. This
is a conservative estimate on all sides. Quahaugs could be planted
two or three times as thick, seed might be purchased for less money,
more money might be received for private shipments, and faster growth
can be obtained. The only labor necessary is gathering the quahaugs
for market. The quahaug farm requires no such care as the agricul
tural farm, and offers far more profit.

(5) Advantage of Quahaug Culture. - The quahaug is the most
remunerative of any of our shellflsh. It possesses several advantages
over the oyster: (1) it is hardier, -less influenced by climatic condi
tions; (2) it has fewer enemies, as it lies protected under the sand;
(3) it possesses a market the whole year; (4) there is more money
for the planter in raising "little necks" than in raising oysters. If
oyster culture has succeeded in Massachusetts, there is no question that,
given a proper chance, quahaug culture can be put on a firm basis, and
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made the leading shellflsh industry of Massachusetts. The value of
the present quahaug industry lies chiefly in the production of "little.
necks." Under a cultural system of quahaug farms, this could be made
a specialty. Old quahaugs would be kept as "seeders," and "little
necks" alone raised for the market. The advantage of furnishing
"little necks" of uniform size would lead to increased prices; steady
customers would be obtained and certainty of production guaranteed.
AIl the advantages lie with quahaug farming, as opposed to the present
method of "free-for-all" digging.

The quahaug industry of the future, if put on a cultural basis, will not
only check the decline of a valuable industry, but will increase the pres
ent production many fold. A far larger supply, work for more men
and better prices for the consumer will result.

(6) Spat Oollecting. - The main obstacle that stands in the way of
permanent quahaug culture is a lack of sufficient young "seed" qua
haugs. While several heavy sets have been recorded, the "seed"
quahaugs are never found in vast quantities, as are the young of the
soft clam (Mya armaria). The set of quahaugs is usually scattering
and slight. A method of spat collecting, i.e., catching the spawn and
raising the small quahaugs, is alone necessary for the complete success
of quahaug culture. While nothing of practical importance has yet
been found, indications are favorable that some means will be devised
in the next few years, and that quantities of young quahaugs can be
raised. Experiments have already shown that as many as 75 can be
caught per square foot in box spat collectors; but a more practical
method than this must be found to make the business profitable.

The Quahaug Industry.

Methods of Caph,re. - Several methods of taking quahaugs are in
vogue in Massachusetts, some simple and primitive, others more ad
vanced and complex, but all modifications of simple raking or digging.
These methods have arisen with the development of the industry, and
record the historical changes in the quahaug fishery, as each new fishery
or separate locality demands some modification of the usual methods.

(I) It Treading." - The early settlers in Massachusetts quickly
learned from the Indians the primitive method of " treading" quahaugs,
which required no implements except the hands and feet. The" treader"
catches the quahaug by wading about in the water, feeling for them
with his toes in the soft mud, and then picking them up by hand. No
where in Massachusetts is it used as a method of commercial tl.shery.

(2) Tidal Flat Fishery. - Often quahaugs are found on the exposed
tidal flats, where they can sometimes be taken by hand, but more often
with ordinary clam hoes or short rakes. Owing to the scarcity of qua
haugs between the tide lines, this method does not pay for market fish
ing, and is only resorted to by people who dig for home consumption.
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(3) Tonging. - In most parts of Buzzards Bay and in a few places
on Cape Cod quahaugs are taken with oys'ef' .ongs. This method is
applicable only in water less than 12 feet deep, as the longest tongs
measure but 16 feet. Four sizes of tongs are used, 8, 10, 12 and 16
feet in length. Tonging is carried on in the small coves and inlets,
where there is little if any rough water. A muddy bottom is usually
preferable, as a firm, hard soil increases the labor of manipulating
the tongs, which are used in the same manner as in tonging oysters.

(4) Raking. - The most universal method of taking quahaugs is with
rakes. This method is used in every quahaug locality in Massachusetts,
each town having its special kind of rake. Four main types of rakes
can be recognized:-

(a) The Diggef'. - In some localities, chiefly in Buzzards Bay, the
ordinary potato digger or rake, having four or five long, thin prongs, is
used. Usually it has a back of wire netting, which holds the quahaugs
when caught by the prongs. .AI! the digger has a short handle of 5
feet, it can be used only in shallow water, where the quahauger, wading
in the water, turns out the quahaugs with this narrow rake. This method
yields but a scanty return, and is more often used for home consumption
than for market.

(b) The Garden Rake. - The ordinary garden rake, equipped with
a basket back of wire netting, is in more general use in shallow water,
either by wading or from a boat, as it has the advantage of being wider
than the potato digger.

(c) The Claw Rake. - This type of rake varies in size, width and
length of handle. It is used chiefly at Nantucket. The usual style has a
handle 6 feet long, while the iron part in the form of a claw or talon
is 10 inches wide, with prongs 1 inch apart. Heavier rakes with longer
handles are sometimes used for deep water, but for shallow water the
usual form is the shorl-claw rake.

(d) The Basket Rake. - The greater part of the quahaug production
is taken from deep water, with the basket rake. These rakes have han
dles running from 23 to 65 feet in length, according to the depth of
water over the beds. Where the water is of various depths, several
detachable handles of various lengths are used. At the end of these long
handles is a small cross-piece, similar to the cross-piece of a lawn mower;
this enables the quahauger to obtain a strong pull when raking. The
handles are made of strong wood, and are very thin and flexible, not
exceeding 1% inches in diameter. The price of these handles varies
according to the length, but the average price is about $2. .AI! the long
handles break very easily, great care must be taken in raking.

Three forms of the basket rake are used in Massachusetts. These
rakes vary greatly in form and size, and it is merely a question of
opinion which variety is the best, as all are made on the same general
principle, - a curved, basket-shaped body, the bottom edge of which
is set with thin steel teeth.
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The Wellfteet and Chatham Rake. - This rake is perhaps the most
generally used for all deep-water quahauging on Cape Cod, and finds
favor with all. It consists of an iron framework, forming a curved
bowl, the under edge of which is set with thin steel teeth vary
ing in length from 2 to 4 inches, though usually 2%-inch teeth are the
favorite. Formerly these teeth were made of iron, but owing to the
rapid wear it was found necessary to make them of steel. Over
the bowl of this rake, which is strengthened by side and cross pieces
of iron, is fitted a twine net, which, like the net of a scallop dredge,
drags behind the framework. An average rake has from 19 to 21
teeth, and weighs from 15 to 20 pounds.

Edgartown Basket Rake. - The basket rake used at Edgartown and
Nantucket is lighter and somewhat smaller than the Wellfleet rake.
The whole rake, except the teeth, is made of iron. No netting is re
quired, as thin iron wires 111 inch apart encircle lengthwise the whole
basket, preventing the escape of any marketable quahaug, and at the
same time allowing tbe mud to wash out. This rake has 16 steel teeth,
1~ inches long, fltted at intervals of 1 inch in the bottom scraping bar,
which is 16 inches long; the depth of the basket is about 8 inches. Much
morter poles, not exceeding 30 feet in length, are used with this rake,
and the whole rake is much lighter. The price of this rake is $7.50,
while the poles cost $1.50.

The third form of basket rake is a cross between the basket and
claw rakes. This rake is used both at Nantucket and on Cape Cod, but
is not so popular as the other types. The basket is formed by the curve
of the prongs, which are held together by two long cross-bars at the top
and bottom of the basket, while the ends are enclosed by short strips
of iron. This rake exemplifies the transition stage between the claw
and basket types, indicating that the basket form was derived from the
former. Handles 20 to 30 feet long are generally used with these rakes.

Shallow v. Deep Water Quahauging. - Two kinds of quahauging
are found in Massachusetts, - the deep and the shallow water fisheries.
This arbitrary distinction also permits a division of localities in regard
to the principal methods of fishing. Although in all localities there
exists more or less shallow-water fishing, the main quahaug industry of
several towns is the deep-water fishery. In all the Buzzards Bay towns
except Fairhaven and New Bedford the shallow-water fishery prevails;
this is also true of the south side of Cape Cod. On the north side of
Cape Cod the opposite is true, as the quahauging at Wellfleet, Eastham,
Orleans and Brewster is practically all deep-water fishing. At Edgar
town and Nantucket, although there is considerable shallow-water dig
ging, the deep-water flshery is the more important.

The deep-water fishery is vastly more productive than the shallow
water industry, furnishing annually 118,500 bushels, compared to
23,227 bushels, or more than 5 times as much. The deep-water fishery,
i.e., the basket-rake fishery, is the main quahaug fishery of the State,
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and each year it is increasing, because of the opening of new beds.
On the other hand, the shallow-water grounds are rapidly becoming
barren from overfl.shing.

The deep-water quahauging is harder work, requires cunsiderable
capital but has fewer working days. Naturally the earnings from this
fishery should surpass those of the shallow-water industry. The deep
water quahauger averages from $5 to $8 for a working day, while the
shallow-water fisherman earns only from $2 to $3 per day.

Deep-water Quahauging. - Both power and sail boats are used in
deep-water quahauging, though power is gradually replacing the old
method of sailing, because of its increased efficiency and saving of time.
When the quahaug grounds are reached, the boat is anchored at both
bow and stern, one continuous rope connecting both anchors, which are
from 500 to 600 feet apart, in such a way that the bow of the boat is
always headed against the tide. A sufficient amount of slack is required
for the proper handling of the boat, which can be moved along this
anchor "road" as on a cable, and a large territory raked. The rake
is lowered from the bow of the boat, the length of the handle being
regulated by the depth of the water, and the teeth worked into the sandy
or muddy bottom. The quahauger then takes firm hold of the cross
piece at the end of the handle, and works the rake back to the stern of
the boat, where it is hauled in and the contents dumped on the culling
board or picked out of the net. In hauling in the net the rake is turned
so that the opening is on top, and the mud and sand is washed out be
fore it is taken on board. The long pole passes across the boat and
extends into the water on the opposite side when the rake is hauled in.
This process is repeated until the immediate locality becomes unprofit
able, when the boat is shifted along the cable.

The usual time for quahauging is from half ebb to half flood tide,
thus avoiding the extra labor of high-water raking. Deep-water raking
is especially hard labor, and six hours constitute a good day's work.

Boats. - Nearly all kinds of boats are utilized in the quahaug fishery,
and are of all values, from the $10 second-hand skiff to the 38-foot
power seine boat, which costs $1,500. The shallow-water industry re
quires but little invested capital. Dories and skiffs are the principal
boats, costing from $10 to $25. Occasionally a sail or power boat
may be used in this fishery. The deep-water industry requires larger and
stronger boats. These are either power or sail boats, often auxiliary
"cats," and their value runs anywhere from $150 to $1,500. The
average price for the sail boats is $250, while the power boats are
assessed at $350. At Orleans several large power seine boats, valued at
about $1,500, are used in the quahaug fishery. These seine boats are
30 to 38 feet over all, have low double cabins, and are run by 8 to 12
horse-power gasolene engines. The ordinary power boats have gaso
lene engines from 2 to 6 horse-power. In this way each method of
quahauging has its own boats, which are adapted for its needs.
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Dr6dging. - So far as known, dredging is never used in quahauging
in Massachusetts, although it is sometimes used on sea-clam beds. It has
been tried, but without success, chiefly because of the uneven nature of
the bottom. The invention of a suitable dredge is necessary, and there
ean be little doubt that in the future, if this difficulty is overcome,
dredging Win be used in the quahaug fishery. In 1879 Mr. Ernest
Ingersoll reports in Rhode Island the use of a quahaug dredge similar
in structure to our rake. Evidently this form was never especially
successful, possibly because these dredges could not be dragged by
sail boats.

Owl/if of a Quahaugef'. - The implements and boats used in qua
hauging have already been mentioned. The outfit of the average
quahauger in each fishery is here summarized:-

DeqJ-1Cclter QuahafJging.

Boat, .

i rake.••

Spoil's, .

Slml/olD-wain' Quahatlging.

t300 Boat, . f20

20 Tongs or rakes, 8

6 Baskets, 2

Season. - The quahaug fishery is essentially a summer fishery, and
little if any is done during the winter. The season in Massachusetts
lasts for seven months, usually starling the last of March or the first
of April, and ending about the first of November. The opening of the
spring season varies several weeks, owing to the severity of the weather j

and the same is true of the closing of the season.
As a rule, the Buzzards Bay industry, where digging is done in t.he

shallow waters of protected bays and coves, using short rakes and tongs,
has a longer season than the quahaug industry of Cape Cod, where the
fishery is carried on in deep and open waters. With the former, the
cold work and hardship alone force the quahaugers to stop fishing, a
long time after storms and rough weather have brought the latter in
dustry to an end.

The actual working days of the deep-water quahauger number hardly
over 100 per season, while those of the shallow-water fishermen easily
outnumber 150. The deep-water quahauger's daily earnings are two or
three times the daily wages of the shallow-water quahauger, but the
additional number of working days in part make up this difference.

The quahaug season can be divided arbitrarily into three parts: (1)
spring; (2) summer; (3) fall. The spring season lasts from April 1
to June 15, the summer season from June 15 to September 15, and the
fall season from September 15 to November 1. These seasons are
marked by an increase in the number of quahaugers in the spring and
fall The men who do summer boating quahaug in the spring before the
summer people arrive, and in the fall after the summer season is over.
The opening of the scallop season, in towns that are fortunate enough
to possess both industries, marks the closing of the quahaug season.
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These two industries join so well, scalloping in the winter and qua
hauging in the summer, that a shellfisherman has work practically all
the year.

The Principal Markets. - The principal markets for the sale of
MlLSSachusetts quahaugs are Boston and New York. In 1879 the Boston
market, according to Mr. Ernest Ingersoll, sold comparativeIy few. At
the present time the Boston market disposes of many thousand bushels
annually, but nevertheless the greater part of the Massachusetts qua
haugs are shipped to New York. This, again, is due to the better market
prices offered by that city. Besides passing through these two main
channels, quahaugs are shipped direct from the coast dealers to various
parts of the country, especially the middle west. This last method
seems to be on the increase, and the future may see a large portion of
the quahaug trade carried on by direct inland shipments.

Shipment. - Quahaugs are shipped either in second-hand sugar or
flour barrels or in bushel bags. The latter method is fast gaining popu
larity with the quahaugers and dealers, owing to its cheapne88, and is
now steadily used in some localities. When quahaugs are shipped in
barrels, holes are made in the bottom and sides of the barrel, to allow
free circulation of air and to let the water out, while burlap is used
instead of wooden heads.

U Culls!' - Several culls are made for the market. Th~se vary in
number in different localities and with different firms, but essentially
are modifications of the three "culls" made by the quahaugers: (1)
"little necks;" (2) "sharps;" (3) "blunts!' The divisions made by
the firm of A. D. Davis & Co. of Well1leet are as follows: (1) "little
necks," small, 1%-214 inches; large, 2Y.!,-3 inches; (2) medium
" sharps," 3-3% inches; (3) large "sharps," 3% inches up; (4) small
" blunts;" (5) large "blunts!'

Price. - The prices received by the quahaugers are small, compared
with the retail prices. "Little necks" fetch from $2.50 to $4 per bushel,
sharps and small blunts from $1.10 to $2, and large blunts from 80
cents to $1.50, according to the season, fall and spring prices necessarily
being higher than in summer. The price depends wholly upon the
supply in the market, and varies greatly, although the" little necks"
are fairly constant, as the demand for these small quahaugs is very
great. To what excess the demand for "little necks" has reached can
best be illustrated by a comparison between the price of $3 paid to the
quahauger per bushel, and the actual price, $50, paid for the same by
the consumer in the hotel restaurants.

Bedding Quahaugs for Market. - By town laws in Orleans, Eastham
and Well1leet, each quahauger may, upon application, secure from the
selectmen a license, giving him not more than 75 feet square of tidal
flat upon which to bed his catch of quahaugs. While no positive pro
tection is guaranteed, public opinion recognizes the right of each man
to his leased area, and this alone affords sufficient protection for the
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success of this conununal effort, which is the first step by the people
toward quahaug farming.

The quahauger needs only to spread his catch on the surface, and
within two tides the quahaugs will have buried themselves in the sand.
Here they will remain, with no danger of moving away, as the quahaug
moves but little. The quahauger loses nothing by this replanting, as
not only do the quahaugs remain in a healthy condition, but even grow
in their new environment.

The result of this communal attempt at quahaug culture is beneficial.
While the market price for" little necks" is almost alway" steady, the
price of the larger quahaugs fluctuates considerably, IUld the market
often becomes "glutted." This would naturally result in a severe loss
to the quahauger if he were forced to keep shipping at a low price. As
it is, the fortunate quahauger who possesses such a grant merely re
plants his daily catch until the market prices rise to their proper level.
An additional advantage is gained by the quahauger, who at the end of
the season has his grant well stocked, as higher prices are then offered.
As many as 1,000 barrels are often held this way at the end of the
6l!8SOn.

Food Value. - See food value table in scallop report.
Uses. - Besides its many uses as a food, raw, cooked and canned, the

quahaug is of little importance in Masaachusetts.
(1) For bait the 80ft clam (Mya arenaria) is generally preferred,

and but few quahaugs are used for this purpose.
(2) The shell was once prized by the Indians for their wampum; now

it is occasionally used for ornamental purposes.
(3) Oystermen use it for cultch when they can get nothing better;

though more fragile shells are usually preferred, 80 that the masses of
oyster "set" can be easily broken apart.

(4) Shell roads are oceasionally made from quahaug shells. Pos
sibly lime could be profitably obtained.

History of Quahaug Industry in Massachusetts.

South of Plymouth harbor quahaugs have always been plentiful along
the shores of Cape Cod, Buzzards Bay and the islands of Nantucket and
Martha's Vineyard.. Frequent shell heaps show that the Indians were
accustomed to use this mollusk as a food, and even indulged in an occa
sional clam bake. Colonial records show us that the early colonists
were not slow in learning to "tread out" this mollusk from the mud
flats. The shells of the quahaug were much prized by the Indians for
wampum beads, because of their purplish color.

Although reckoned inferior by many to the soft clam (Mya arenaria),
the quahaug was dug for home consumption for years in Massachusetts,
and but little attempt was made to put it on the market. The com
mercial quahaug fishery started on Cape Cod, about the first of the
nineteenth century, growing in extent until about 1860. From 1860
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to 1890 the production remained about constant. The production in
1879 for Massachusetts, ILS given by A. Howard Clark, totaled 11,050
bushels, valued at $5,525. It is only in the last fifteen to twenty years
that the actual development of the qllahaug fishery has taken place.
The present production of Massachusetts is 144,044 bushels, valued
at $194,687. To the popular demand for the "little neck" can be
attributed the rapid development of the quahaug industry during the
last ten years. This development has furnished employment for hun
dreds of men, and has given the quahaug an important value ILS a sea
food. What it will lead to is easily seen. The maximum production
WILS passed a few years ago, constant overftshing caused by an exces
sive demand is destroying the natural supply, and there will in a few
years be practically no commercial fishery, unless measures are taken
to increase the natural supply. Quahaug farming offers the best solu
tion at the present time, and gives promise of permanent success.

The following statistics, taken from the United States Fish Com
mission reports, show the rapidity of the development of the quahaug
fishery:-

DAT&. BUlbell. V..lue. IPrice (Cento).

1879, • 11,000 '/1,/126 IIU.O

1887, • 311,1\40 21,868 60.0

1888, . 26,165 14,822 56./1

181lS, • 68,817 60,724 79.6

1902, • 106,818 181,139 12'.0

111M, • 166,526 288,987 166.0

Not only has there been an increase in production, but also an in
crease in price, ILS can be seen from the above table, which shows that
the price hILS more than doubled between 1888 and. 1902. This increase
in price has alone supported a declining fishery in many towns, making
it still profitable for quahaugers to keep in the business, in spite of a
much smaller catch. The advance in price is due both to the natural
rise in the value of food products during the past twenty-five years and
also to the popular demand for the" little neck," or small quahaug.

State Laws. - There are no State laws governing the quahaug fishery,
except the regulations of the State Board of Health in regard to sewage
pollution in Acushnet River and Boston Harbor.

Town Laws. - Regulation of the quahaug fishery was given to each
town by the State under the general shellfish act of 1880; the industry
is therefore entirely governed under the by-laws of the town.

An interesting comparison can be made between the quahaug regu
lations of the different towns. Good, useless and harmful laws exist
side by side. One town will pass excellent regulations, and enforce
them; another town will make the same, but never trouble to see that
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they are observed. Edgartown enforces the 1%-inch quahaug law;
Orleans, Eastham and Wellfleet have the same law, but fail to enforce
it. Many towns allow the small seed quahaugs to be caught and
shipped out of the State, thus losing $4 to every $1 gained. These
towns refuse to make any regulation, such as a simple size limit,
which would remedy this matter, and have no thought for the future of
their quahaug industry. All that can be said is that the quahaug laws
are the best of the town shellfish regulations, and that is but faint
praise.

Statistics of the Quahaug Fishery.

In the following table the towns are arranged in alphabetical order,
and the list includes only those towns which now possess a commercial

quahaug fishery. In giving the number of men, both transient and
regular quahaugers are included. In estimating the capital invested,
the boats, implements, shanties and gear of the quahauger are alone
considered, and personal apparel, such as oil-skins, boots, etc., are not
taken into account. The value of the production for each town is based
upon what the quahaugers receive for their quahaugs, and not the price
they bring in the market. The area of quahaug territory given for
each town includes all ground where quahaugs are found, both thick
beds and scattering quahaugs.

Number t 1907 PBODUCTIOII'.
,

ValueINumber Capital Number of

: BUeheg·1

Area in of YieldTo,.". Dorleeof Men. iDTOIlted. of Boatll. and Value. Acre•. per
BldJre. Acre.

Barnetable, 25 1800 - 26 I 2,600 18,700 ll:iO 18.95

Bourne, .6 ],000 - 46 6,400 8,400 2,600 836
I

Chatham, 00 5,750 26 26 6,700 10,000 2,000 500

Dennla, ]6 100 - 10 600 ll:iO 200 .76

Eaatham. . , 26 8,000 ]2 - ]0,000 11,600 ',000 2 87

Edgartown, 70 ]2,000 .2 18 20,000 82,000 ],800 17 77

Pairhaven, . 116 6,000 11 ]00 16,000 16,600 3,000 6M

Falmouth, - - - - ]00 ]]/1 400 2!1

Harwich, 7 200 - 7 ],600 2,lI/iO 100 2.1 50

Marlon, 19 200 - ]9 l'OO 1,500 .00 376

Maehpee, 7 70 - 6 260 285 .00 71

Maltapoleett, 28 600 - 28 800 1,600 760 200

Nantucket, • .~ 6,7110 30 10 6,'lW 8,487 6,290 100

Orleans, 75 25,000 30 26 33,000 U,S60 1,600 27 1';6

Wareham, • .~ ],000 - 00 6,000 10,600 1,300 808

Wellfteet, 145 lI7,liOO 100 - 38,000 '1,300 2,600 16 .~j

Yarmouth, . 20 ~__-___10_1_2,200 4,000 1,000 • 00-1-----
94,260 I 200 I 378 I ]44,0«

AVerRlI"C
Totals, • 746 194,687 28,090 I $6 113
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Barnstable.

Barnstable, with its extensive bays both on the north or bay side
and on the ~uth or Vineyard Sound side, offers great possibilities for
quahaug production. Although the quahaug ranks, in productive value,
the third shellfish industry of Barnstable, the natural resources permit
an expansion under cultural methods which would place the quahaug
ahead of the oyster, which at the present time is the leading shellfish
industry of the town.

In Barnstable harbor, on the north coast of the town, a few quahaugs
are found scattered in isolated patches. (See Map No.9.) These are
relatively of small importance commercially, and no regular fishery is
carried on. In the future the vast barren flats of this harbor may be
made productive of quahaugs as well as clams, although at present the
total area of quahaug grounds is hardly 5 acres.

The greater part of the quahaug industry of Barnstable is conducted
on the south shore of the township, which is especially adapted, wi~h

its coves and inlets, for the successful growth of this shellfish. The
principal fishery is in Cotuit harbor and West Bay, and is chiefly shared
by the villages of Osterville, Marston's Mills and Cotuit, which lie on
the east, north and west sides, respectively, of the bay.

While the greater part of Cotuit harbor is taken up by oyster grants,
there are certain parts, though limited in area, which are set aside for
quahauging. The principal area for quahauging is the flat which runs
along Oyster Island. This was originally an oyster grant taken out
by Wendell Nickerson, and thrown open to quahaugers to protect the
quahaug interests from the oyster planters. This territory, which com
prises 70 acres, is mostly hard sand. Directly west in the center of
the harbor lies a strip of 80 acres of mud and eel grass, where both
quahaugs and scallops abound. The depth of water on quahauging
grounds varies from 1 to 14 feet.

Scattering quahaugs are found also in Osterville harbor, West Bay,
Popponesset River and East Bay. This bottom is practically all sand,
and comprises a total of 1,650 acres. This cannot all be considered
good quahaug ground, although quahaugs can occasionally be found.

At Hyannis the quahaug grounds are confined to Lewis Bay, where
they cover an area of 800 acres. The quahaugs lie in scattered patches
over this area, but in no place is there especially good quahauging.
The bottom is hard, usually sandy, with patches of eel grass, while
the average depth of water is hardly more than 6 feet.

In Osterville Bay about 20 men, in Lewis Bay about 5, using the
same number of dorif's, make a business of quahauging in the summer
months. Three styles of implements are used: (1) oyster tongs, vary
ing from 8 to 16 feet, according to the depth of water; (2) large
basket rakes, with 30-foot handles; (3) ordinary garden rakes, with
wire basket, for shallow-water digging.

At Cotuit the qunhaugs run one-third "little necks," one-third
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mediums and one-third large. Here several men, using long-handled
rakes, make from $3 to $5 per day in favorable weather. The markets
are principally New York and Boston, where the quahaugs are shipped,
mostly in sacks, which is a cheaper and better way than shipment in
barrels. Here the quahaug season lasts from April 1 to November 1,
most of the work being done in the summer, when the oyster business
is at a standstill.

There are no town laws governing the quahaug fishery, other than
forbidding a non-resident of the town the right of quahauging; and
no licenses are required.

No records of the history of the quahaug industry at Barnstable
ean be found. A. Howard Clark in 1879 makes the following brief
statement, which is the only record obtainable:-

Both 80ft eIaIllll and quahaugs are found in the harbor [Osterville harbor],
but no eonsiderable :fI.ehing for them is carried on.

BUMHABY op INDUSTRY.

Area of quahaug territory (acres),
Number of men, •
Number of boats,
Value of boats,
Number of dories,
Value of dories, •
Value of implements,

Production.
H Little neeo": _

Bushels, •
Value,

Quahaugs:
Bnahelll,
Value,

Total: -
Bushels,
Value,

950
25

25
$500
.350

800
••2,000

• 1,700
• .1,700

• 2,500
· $3,700

Bourne.

The town of Bourne was formerly included in the town of Sand
wich, and many old laws relating to shellfish, such as oyster regulation
in Barlow River, were enacted by the town of Sandwich. Situated at
the head of Buzzards Bay, and separated from the adjacent town of
Wareham by Cohasset Narrows, Bourne has many advantages for
a profitable quahaug industry. It possesses nearly twice as much qua
hang territory as Wareham, but, as most of this lies unproductive.
has a smaller annual output. The territory includes over 2,500 acres of
ground, most of which consists of flats of mud, sand and eel grass,
covered with shallow water. It is very sparsely set with quahaugs.
Outside the oyster grants practically the entire stretch of coast from
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Buttermilk Bay to Wings Neck is quahauging ground, as can be seen
on Map No. 17. Other quahaug grounds lie between Basset's Island,
Scraggy Neck and Handy's Point. It is our opinion that this large
territory, which to-day yields on the average less than $3.50 per acre,
in the future, under cultivation, can be made to yield an average of
$100 per acre, thereby bringing into the town of Bourne a yearly
income of at least $250,000, and furnishing labor for hundreds of men.

About 46 men are engaged in the quahaug fishery of Bourne, using
the same number of skiffs and dories, which represent approximately
an investment of $875. The fishery lasts usually seven months during
the summer, April 1 to November 1, while the winter digging is of
small account. Practically all the digging is done in comparatively
shallow water, with short-handled rakes or tongs. Rather more than
a third of the quahaugs appear to be "little necks," while the mediums
constitute one-tenth of the total catch. " Blunts" are of little conse
quence.

The selectmen issue permits for the taking of quahaugs and clams.
In 1906, 46 permits were issued, entitling the holder to 10 bushels
of clams and 10 bushels of quahaugs per week.

There is little to be said concerning the history of the Bourne quahaug
industry, as no early records exist. Its development has been similar
to that of the industries of the other Buzzards Bay towns. During
the last few years the Bourne fishery, unlike most of the towns on
Buzzards Bay, has shown signs of increasing. This is not due, how
ever, to any increase in the natural supply, but to the decline of the
oyster industry, which gives more opportunity to the quahaugers. The
same antagonistic feeling that is prevalent in Wareham exists here
between the oystermen and quahaugers.

SUMMARY op INDUSTRY.

Area of quahaug territory (aeres),
Number of men, .
Number of boats, .
Value of boats,
Number of skiffs, .
Value of skiffs,
Value of implements,

Production.
"Little necks": 

Bushels, .
Value,

Quahaugs: 
Bushels,
Value,

Total: -
Bushels,
Value,

2,500
46

46
$875
$125

· 2,000
· $5,000

· 3,400
· $3,400

· 5,400
· $8,400
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Chatham.

Chatham is favorably situated in regard to the quahaug fishery, as
this shellfish is found in the waters on the north and south sides of
tbe town. The grounds are extensive, covering about 2,000 acres,
the greater part of which consists of the vast area south of the town
known as the" Common Flats."

The quahauging grounds are in four localities: (1) Pleasant Bay;
(2) Mill Pond; (3) Stage Harbor; (4) Common Flats.

(1) Part of the waters of Pleasant Bay belong to the town of
Chatham. In lfn arm of this bay, known as Crows Pond, the best
Pleasant Bay fishery is carried on in water varying from 6 to 16 feet
in depth.

(2) An excellent "little neck" fishery is carried on in the upper
part of the Mill Pond, in comparatively shallow water, comprising
an area of 3 acres. On these bars in 1905 there was a very heavy set of
small quahaugs, which were rapidly taken up before they had a chance
to attain to a fair size.

(3) Quahaugs are raked on the west side of Stage Harbor in 5
to 15 feet of water, in an area of 4 acres of muddy bottom.

(4) The Common Flats comprise 1,700 acres, and are covered at
low tide by a depth of only 1 to 2 feet of water. Quahaugs are found
throughout this territory in scattering quantities, but practically all
is good quahaug ground except the shifting outer part of the flat.
The soil varies from a pure sanrl to a sandy mud, and in parts is
thickly covered with eel grass, which makes raking hard. This area
offers one of the best opportunities for successful quahaug planting in
the State. The area is large, seed can be obtained easily and quahaugs
grow well in this locality. If it were not for the lack of protection,
Chatham could establish one of the best quahaug industries in the State
by leasing out the Common Flats for planting purposes.

Quahaugs are taken at Chatham only with rakes. In the deep water
in Crows Pond and in Stage Harbor basket rakes are used; but in the
shallow water on the Common Flats and in the Mill Pond the usual
implement is an ordinary garden rake, with wire netting basket. Handles
from 20 to 25 feet in length are used with the basket rakes.

The quahaug industry has existed in Chatham for the past twelve
years.

SUlUlABY oJ' INDUSTRY.

Area of quahang territory (acres), .
Number of men, .
Number of boats,
Value of boats, .
Number of dories,
Value of dories, .
Value of implements, .

2,000
50
25

$5,000
25

$350
$400
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.. Little neeka": 
Bushels,
Value, .

Quahaugs: 
Bushels,
Value, •

Total: 
Bushels,
Value, .

THE MOLLUSK FISHERIES

Production.

2,200
$5,500

4,500
$4,500

6,700
. .10,000

Dartmouth.

The quahaug industry of Dartmouth is of little consequence. In
1907, 320 permits were granted, mostly to New Bedford fishermen for
" bait."

Dennis.

The quahauging grounds of Dennis are practically all in Bass Ri"er,
where Dennis has equal fishery rights with Yarmouth. The area of
these grounds is 200 acres, with a maximum depth of 6 feet of water
over the beds. The history of the industry is the same as that of
Yarmouth, as the two industries are closely associated, and a similar
decline has resulted. The laws for both towns are the same.

BUllKABY o. INDUSTBY.

Area of quahaug territory (aeres),
Number of men (transient),
Number of boats,
Value of boats, .
Number of akiffs,
Value of skiffs, •
Value of implements, •

Production.
.. Little necks": 

Bushels,
Value, .

Quahaugs: 
Bushels,
Value, .

Total: 
Bushels,
Value, •

200
15

10
$100

$50

300
.750

200
.200

500
.950

ElJ8tham.

Eastham is similar to Orleans in situation, possessing a good coast
line on both the east and west, which affords excellent opportnnities
for the quahaug fishery.
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On the west or bay side are extensive beds of quahaugs, for the
most part blunts, extending into deep water for nearly 3 miles. This
quahauging t.erritory comprises about 4,000 acres, which is open to the
quahaugers of both Wellfleet and Orleans. While scattering quahaugs
are found over approximately all this territory, the fishery is conducted
in only certain definite places.

In Nauset harbor on the east side during the season of 1906 numerous
beds of "little necks," about the 1%-inch size, were discovered. It is
thought that these came from the spawn of certain quahaugs which the
life sayers were accustomed to bed in the harbor for their own use.
These quahaugs were torn up and scattered by the ice during a severe
winter, and in this way the nucleus of a new fishery was formed. Two
men who discoyered the best of these beds cleared $60 in one week.

On the west coast of the town 25 men commonly dig with long
handled rakes. These fishermen work at quahauging about 100 days in
the year, and average from 5 to 6 bushels per day. Power boats are
used for the most part, although the boats are not so large or expensive
as those of the Orleans fishermen, for the Eastham quahauger digs in
the more sheltered waters of Wellfleet Bay.

The production for 1906 was 10,000 bushels, but this does not give
the true yield of the Eastham flats, as the Wellfleet and Orleans fisher
men rake to a great extent in Eastham waters, and so many more
bushels are actually taken within the town limits.

The town laws of Eastham are the same as those of Wellfleet. (See
Wellfleet.) The history of the Eastham quahaug industry is so closely
connected with that of Orleans and Wellfleet that no additional features
require mention.

SUMMARY oj' INDUSTRY.

Area of quahaug territory (aeres),
Number of men, .
Number of boats,
Value of boats, .
Number of dories,
Value of dories, .
Value of implements, .

Production.
.. Little necks": 

BwIbels,
Value, .

Quabaugs: 
BWlhels,
Value, .

Total: 
Bushels,
Valne, •

4,000
25
12

$7,375

$625

1,000
$2,500

9,000
$9,000

10,000
• $11,500
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Edga"foum.

The finest " little neck" fishery in Massachusetts is found in Katama
Bay, in the town of Edgartown. Two-fifths of the entire catch are
"little necks." The most productive grounds are situated in the lower
part of Katama Bay, while quabaugs are also found in Edgartown
harbor and in Cape Poge Pond, the total area of these localities com
prising 1,800 acres.

The fishing is mostly done from power dories or sail boats with
basket rakes. Poles from 20 to 25 feet long are used, as the water over
the beds is less than 20 feet deep. Some quahaugs are taken in the
shallow water with small claw rakes. The catch is shipped to the New
York and Boston markets.

The quahaug industry of Edgartown is the best-regulated shellfish
industry in Massachusetts. If excellent care had not been taken of the
"little neck" fishery of Katama Bay by enforcing a size limit of 11!2
inches, through the employment of a special shellfish warden, the qua
hang fishery of Edgartown would have been ruined long ago by the
exportation of small "seed" quahaugs. To-day the number of small
quahaugs which are returned to the water greatly exceeds the amount
of marketable quahaugs taken. This is the only case in Massachusetts
where the quahaug fishery, by careful Ie"oulations of the town, has
maintained an undiminished supply. If other towns had taken similar
care of their quahaug fisheries in the past, the general decline of the
industry in this State would never have become so serions.

The following is a copy of the shellfish permit, which every Edgar
town quahauger is required to take out, at the cost of $2, before he
can rake qllahaugs for market. Any man over sixty years old obtains
his permit free. This permit should serve as a model for other towns.

SHELLJ'ISH PEBKIT.

TOWN OF EDGARTOWN, SELECTMEN'S OFFICE, 190 .

In consideration of having received from of Edgartown the
sum of $2, permission is hereby granted to him to take from any of the
waters of this town daily, between sunrise and sunset, twenty-five bushels of
scallops or clams, including shells, and four bushels, including shells, of
quahaugs; of these four bushels, not more than two bushels are to be of the
size known as .. little necks."

The acceptance of this permit constitutes an agreement by the holder
thereof that he will, and that any other person who for the time being has
or shall have in his custody or possession any building, boat, barrel, box, tub,
crate or other vessel or receptacle containing or suitable for or capable of
containing shellfish, and belonging to or under the control of the holder
of this permit, shall, at any time or place when requested so to do by either
of said selectmen or by their authorized agent, or by any constable or fish
warden of said town, or by any other officer authorized to enforce the laws
relating to shellfish or shellfisheries in said town, open any such building,
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boat, banel, box, tub, crate or other ve8I!el or reeeptacle, and fully expoee
to them or either of them the eontents thereof for inspection; and if the
holder of this permit or such other person as aforesaid, when so requested,
refuses or neglects so to do, said selectmen may revoke this permit or sus
pend the same for any stated time, at their discretion.

The holder of thiB permit is subject to the regulations for the taking of
eels and she111ish 88 made and posted by the selectmen, and also to any
additional regulations which said board may hereafter make and publish.

If the person having this permit for the taking of she111lah violates any
law of the Commonwealth or any regulation now or hereafter made by said
selectmen, relating to she111ish or shell1laheries in said town, said selectmen
may revoke said permit, or suspend the same for any stated time at their
discretion.

No person is allowed by law to take from the waters of said town, or to
sell or offer for sale, or to have in his polllleBll:ion, any "little neck" clams
or quahaugs measuring less than one and one-half inches acroBS the widest
part. AJJ.y person violating this provision of law is liable to a :flne of not less
than ten nor more than one hundred dollars.

This permit will expire April 1, 190 , uI1leBB sooner revoked.

Selectmen. of EdgarlotlJ1l.

Ernest Ingersoll in 1879 makes the following statement concerning
the quahaug fishery of Martha's Vineyard:-

:Martha's Vineyard used to be bordered by good quahaug ground, but I am
not aware that many are caught there now. In an old book I find the fol
lowing allusion to it: "The poquau (Ven.U8 mercenaria) is found in Old
Town Harbor, at Cape Poge, and in Menemsha Pond: great quantities are
exported."

A. Howard Clark in 1879 says:-

Soft clams and quahaugs are abundant in the harbor, and are used by the
fishermen for bait. . .'. Three hundred bushels of quahaugs and sea clams,
valued at $150, were taken during the year 1879.·

If such .were the conditions in 1879, the industry has had a great
development. To-day Edgartown is one of the best quahaug towns
of the State, and produces the finest "little necks." Comparing the
production figures of 1879 and 1907, a great increase is noted:-

Production, 1879.

Bnsbels,
Value, •

Bushels,
raIne, •

Production, 1907.

300
$150

• 20,000
. $32,000
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8UllKARY o. INDUSTBY.

Area ot quahaug territory (aeree),
Number of men, •
Number of boats,
Value of boats, .
Number ot dories,
Value of dories, •
Value ot implements, .

Production.
.. Little necks": 

Bushels,
Value, •

Quahaugs: 
Bushels,
Value, .

Total: 
Bushels,
Value, .

1,800
70
42

• .10,500
18

$450
$1,050

8,000
• $20,000

• 12,000
• .12,000

• 20,000
· .32,000

FlJirhaven.

At Fairhayen the quahaug industry is of considerable importance,
and the output from this town alone is nearly half the entire production
of Buzzards Bay.

Some 3,000 acres are more or less bedded with quahaugs. Of this,
probably not more than one-tenth is very productiYe. The best
quahauging is in Acushnet River, where digging for market has been
forbidden because of sewage pollution (see New Bedford), and in
Priests Cove as far as Sconticut Neck. In these grounds" little necks"
are numerous. The grounds around West Island and Long Island, once
yery productive, are now largely dug out. Little Bay and the east
coast of Sconticut Neck are fairly productive, while the west coast
yields only a small amount. Most of the quahaugs now dug come
from the deep water west-southwest of Sconticut Neck. Here, with
rakes having handles from 40 to 60 feet long, the quah~ugers dig
in water 7 fathoms or more in depth. The quahaugs, mostly large
sharps, are in bluish mud or sticky bottom, and are all large. A number
of blunts are found with these large sharps. In the Acushnet River,
owing to the enforced closed season, there are a large number of II little
necks."

About 115 men are employed now in quahaugi.ng. Before the Acush
net River was closed by law, oyer twice that Humber are rep0l1ed to
have been engaged in the business. Six power boats and fiye cat boats,
besides a considerable number of skiffs and dories, are used in the
fishery.

No permits are required for ordinary quahauging except in the pre-
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ser:ibed territory of Acushnet River, where permits to catch a certain
amount for bait are given as in New Bedford.

The production for 1879, as given by A. Howard Clark in "The
Fisheries of Massachusetts," was 3,000 bushels, which is just one-fifth
of the present production. The supply of quahaugs 1ms decreased the
last few years, though new territory is constantly being opened up,
as the quahaugers go out further into the deeper water. The increased
price, however, probably more than counterbalances the decline in
production.

SmnURY 01' INDUSTRY.

Area of quabaug grounds (acres),
Xumber of men, .
Number of boats,
Value of boats, .
Xumber of skiifs,
Value of skiffs, .
Value of implements, .

Production.
.. Little neeka": 

Bushels,
Value, .

Quahaugs: 
Bushels,
Value, .

Total: 
Bushels,
Value, .

3,000
115

11
.2,600

100
.1,500

.900

.1,000

.2,500

14,000
· .14,000

· 15,000
· .16,500

Falmouth..

There is practically no quahaug industry in Falmouth. Hardly 100
bushels are dug annually, and those only for home consumption. A
few quahaugs are perhaps shipped by the oystermen.

This town, with its numerous inlets, bays and brackish water ponds,
offers perhaps as fine an opportunity for shellfish culture, especially
for quahaugs, as exists in MallS8chusetts. There is no reason why
the water of Waquoit Bay and the other brackish ponds should not
produce a great supply of quahaugs, if properly worked.

Quahaugs are found mostly in scattering quantities over a large area
in Waquoit Bay and in small quantities on the north and west side
of Great Pond, comprising a total of nearly 400 acres. Not all this
ground, which is the greater part mud, is capable of producing qua
haugs, but many parts could produce good harvests. On the bay
side of the town small patches of good quahaugs are found at North
Falmouth, Squeteague Pond, West Falmouth harbor on the southeast
side, and a few are found in Hadley harbor, Naushon. These, together
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with the small patches in Great Pond, comprise about 1 acre of good
quahaug ground, and are mostly dug by summer people.

In the past twenty-five years there has been a great decline in the
quahaug industry, especially in Waquoit Bay, which to-day barely pro
duces 50 bushels. A. Howard Clark states, in 1879: 1 -

Quahaugs are plenty in Waquoit Bay, and are gathered and eaten by the
villagers, but none are shipped. It is estimated that about 500 bushels of
quahaugs are annually consumed by the people of Falmouth town.

BUlU,UBY op INDUSTRY.

Area of quahaug territory (acres),
Number of men, •
Number of boats,
Value of boats, .
Number of dories,
Value of dories, .
Value of implements, .

Production.
"Little necks":

Bushels,
Value, •

Quahaugs: 
Bushels,
Value, •

Total: -
Bushels,
Value, •

400

10
$25

90
$90

100
$115

Harwich.

The quahaug fishery of the town of Harwich is carried on in that
part of Pleasant Bay which lies within the town limits. In the
southern waters of the town, on the Sound side, scattering quahaugs
are found in certain localities, but are not of any commercial impor
tance. The most important of those localities are off Dean's Creek
and in Herring River, where quahaugs are dug for home consumption.

Harwich shares with Chatham and Orleans the quahaug fishery of
Pleasant Bay, but has a more limited territory, as only a small portion
of Pleasant Bay lies within the town limits. Practically all this terri
tory, comprising 100 acres, is quahauging ground, though the com
mercial quahauging is prosecuted over an area of 10 acres only. Scat
tering quahaugs are fonnd over an area of 100 acres.

As the waters of Pleasant Bay are sheltered, the fishing is all done
from dories, with basket rakes having 20 to 25 foot poles. The depth
of water over the quahsng beds is from 6 to 16 feet.

1" The Fi.heries of M....achu.etts, .. Unit<ld States Fi.h Commis.ion Report, Section II ..
p.253.
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In regard to the quahaug fishery in Pleasant Bay, Mr. Warren J.
Nickerson of East Harwich, who has been acquainted with the industry
for many years, says:-

Pleasant Bay is and has been a very valuable quahaug ground. Some
fifty years ago there were shipped in vessels to New Haven and other places
13,000 bushels in one year from its waters. Since then there has been more
or less taken from these waters by 1I8hermen from the towns of Orleans,
Chatham and Harwich. During the last few years there have been 25 regu
lar 1lIhermen and perhaps 12 transient. Probably 8,000 bushels a year for
the last five years would be a fair estimate of the catch. Thirty per cent.
of these were "little necks."

SUMMARY 01' INDUSTRY.

Area of quahaug territory (acres),
Number of men, .
Number of boats,
Value of boats, .
Number of dories,
Value of dories, .
Value of implements, .

Production.
.. Little necks":

Bushels,
Yalue, .

Quahaugs: 
Bushels,
Value, .

Total: 
Bushels,
Yalue, .

100
7

7
$100
$100

700
$1,750

800
$800

1,500
$2,550

Marion.

The town of Marion, situated on the western side of Buzzards Bay,
possesses a spacious harbor, the waters of which furnish excellent qua
haug grounds.

This territory, comprising a total of 400 acres, is chiefly confined to
Marion harbor, running in a narrow strip parallel to the shore from
Auooot Cove all along the coast to Planting Island. Almost all the
head of the harbor and all of Blankinship's and Planting Island Cove
is quahang area. Small grounds are also found at Wing's Cove and
in the Weweantit Riyer.

The town law requires each year the possession of a permit costing
$1 before a person is entitled to dig quahaugs for sale. Nineteen of
these licenses were issued in 1906, but not more than 2 or 3 of these
went to men who depend upon quahauging for a living. The re
maining 16 engage in the fishery to a greater or lesser extent in the
summer season.
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The annual production for 1906 was 800 bushels, valued at $1,500,
as about half were" little necks." Mediums are not numerous, and are
bought by the quahaug dealers at $1.25 per bushel and sold by them
at so much per hundred.

In Marion the quahaug industry once flourished to a marked degree,
but at present is very much on the decline. The coves, which once were
bedded with "little necks" and quahaugs, are now nearly exhausted.
No reasons exist for this condition of affairs, so far as known, except
overdigging. Gradually for many years the supply has perceptibly
declined, until now it is at a very low ebb. Where a thousand barrels
were formerly produced, it is doubtful if a thousand bushels are now
dug during the entire season, and the overworked beds are becoming
each year more d'epleted. A. Howard Clark, in his report on the
fisheries of Marion, estimates the quahaug production in 1880 as 2,000
bushels. The yield for 1906 is only 800 bushels, which shows an alarm
ing decline in production. If once the waters of Marion could produce
a large amount of quahaugs, there is no reason why they cannot again
be made to produce the same, or more.

SUMMARY OF INDUSTRY.

Area of quahaug territory (acres),
Number of men, .
~umber of boats,
Value of boats, .
Number of skiffs,
Value of skiifs, •
Value of implements, •

Production•
.. Little necks": 

Bushels,
Value, .

Quahaugs: 
Bushels,
Value, .

Total: 
Bushels,
Value, .

400
19

19
$200

$50

400
$1,100

400
$400

800
$1,500

Mashpee.

The quahaug industry at Mashpee is at a low ebb. Natural facilities
are favorable, but a lack of initiative on the part of the inhabitants
causes a small production. The best grounds are found in Poppones
sett Bay and River, where a territory of 200 acres includes several
oyster grants which are worked but little. On the east side of Waquoit
Bay scattering qnahaugs are found in :Mashpee waters.
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There are 3 regular and 4 ~termittent quahaugers, with an invested
eapital of $70, who are obliged by the town laws to have a permit cost
ing $1. The quahaug industry of the town has remained about the
same for the last twenty-five years, and now a good quahauger can
scarcely average 1% to 2 bushels per day.

SUllMARY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Area of quahaug territory (aer\l8) ,
Number of men, .
Number of boats,
Value of boata, •
Number of akiife,
Value of akiffs, •
Value of implements, •

Production.
.. Little neeb":

Bushe1B,
Value, •

Qaahaugs: 
Bushe1B,
Value, •

Total: -
Bushels,
Value, •

400
1

Mattapoisett.

The town of Mattapoisett, situated to the west of Marion, receives
but little income from her shellfisheries, as the waters are for the most
part too open and exposed for shellfish culture. The quahaug fishery
is the most important shellfish industry of the town, but even this,
when compared with the quahaug fishery of other towns, is rather un
important, as most of the suitable territory is nonproductive.

Quahaugs are very unevenly distributed over 800 acres. The best
quahaugs are found in AucoQt Cove and at Brants. In the main harbor
quahaugs are found, though scattering, as indicated on the map.

No licenses or permits are required of the 28 men and boys who add
to their income from time to time by quahauging. Most of these de
pend on other sources" of employment for their main support. The
industry as a whole is gradually declining, as overfishing has made it
impossible for the natural supply to perpetuate itself.

SUMMARY OF INDUSTRY.

Area of quahaug territory (acres),
Number of men, •
Number of boats,
Value of boats,

,. 750
28
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Number of skiffs,
Valne of skiffs, •
Value of implements, .

Productio'll.
"Little neeks": 

BusheIB,
Value, •

Quahangs: -.
BusheIB,
Value, .

Total: 
Bushels,
Value, .

28
$425
$15

400
$1,100

400
$400

800
$1,500

Nantucket,

The quahaug industry of Nantucket ranks second to the main shell
fish industry, the scallop fishery, and brings annually about $8,000 to
the island. Nantucket is especially adapted for quahaugs, as Nan
tucket harbor, Maddequet harbor and the Island of Tuckernuck possess
extensive territory. In spite of these natural advantages, which are
as fine as any in the State, Nantucket produces only 6,000 bushels
annually, whereas her resources, under proper cultural methods, war
rant an annual production exceeding even that of Wellfleet, which is
at present shipping 33,000 bushels.

The quahauging territory of Nantucket is divided into three sections:
(1) Nantucket harbor; (2) Maddequet harbor; and (3) Tuckernuck.

In Nantucket harbor quahaugs are found over an area of 2,290 acres,
both scattering and in thick patches. The principal areas are situated
as follows:-

(1) Near the town between Monomoy Heights and the wharves is
a territory of 240 acres. In the deep water directly out from the
wharves there has been good quahauging although the bed was dis
covered only a few years ago.

(2) On the east side of the harbor, between Abram's Point and Po
como Head, including Polpis harbor, are extensive grounds, comprising
about 900 acres, of scattering quahaugs.

(3) On the opposite side of the harbor lies a strip of quahaug terri
tory of 250 acres, which extends between Third Point and Bass Point.

(4) At the head of the harbor on both sides quahaugs are found over
an area of 900 acres.

Maddequet harbor on the western end of the island has approxi
mately 300 acres suitable for quahaugs, running from Broad Creek to
Eel Pofnt.

On the eastern end of Tuckernuck Island is a bed of quahaugs cov
ering about 200 acres; while on the west side, between Muskeget and



OF MASSACHUSETfS. 67

Tuckernuek, is a large area of 2,500 acres, which is more or less pro
dueth"e. The Tuekernuck fishery is largely" little necks," and it is from
here that the shipment of small" seed" quahaugs has been inade.

In the spring and fall men who have been boatmen during the sum
mer work at quahauging. While 48 men work irregularly, about 18
men are engaged in the fishery during the entire summer, though prob
ably never more than 30 are raking at anyone time.

The production in 1906, from April 1 to November 1, 11'88 2,159
barrels, or 6,477 bushels; value, $7,557.

PBODUCl'ION, 1901.'

Q.....UUotl. ULI'rl'U NKU."

)lONTHS. IAT8~el I . IAYe~el IlIvrela. :::::1. Buahel.. Value. lIvrela. :E:1. Buehel•• Value.

April, ]88 tallO 41' H6S - - - -
May, i67 '00 7;1 ],028 ,

'1' 00 12 '116
JUDe, 'lIO '00 ] ,lISO ],840 ]3 ], 00 811 ]8\1

.JllIy. 3M 800 ],06Ii ],060 88 UOO 99 ~2

AugtUlt, • 812 81lO 986 1,092 20 1000 60 800

September, 8O'J 8 '2 906 ],03~ 22 ]000 6lI 220

Oetober, • ]28 '00 869 '92 9 1000 27 90

NOl'ember, IlO 800 lllO ]llO - - - ----------- -----------
Total, 1,99'l '860 5,991 '7,177 ]0] 'li! 97 808 '1,810

"Llttle necke," 101 808 1,810
----------------------

Grand total, 2.0118 6,291 '8..s7

1 Return. of Spoola! Ageut Wm. C. Dunham.

The month of June shows the largest production, as the summer
people do not arrive in any numbers until July. The men who do
the summer boating are engaged in the quahaug fishery during this
month, naturally increasing the production.

The principal method is raking from a boat or dory with a long
handled basket rake, very similar in form to the rake used on Cape
Cod. The second method, applicable only in shallow water, employs
the use of a claw rake with a much shorter handle. The quahauger uses
this rake in the shallow water, where he can wade at low tide. The
largest claw rakes are often wider than the basket ra](es, and are much
cheaper.

At Nantucket about 5 per cent. of the entire catch is "little necks,"
which are found mostly at Tuckernuck. The quahauger usually makes
three culls of his catch: (1) "little necks"; (2) medium; (3) large.
A few blunts are obtained. The quahaugs are shipped chiefly to New
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York and Boston markets, either directly by the quahaugers or through
Nantucket firms.

The boats used in the industry, numbering 24 sail, 6 power and 10
single dories, and approximating $6,150 in value, are in a way transi
tory capital, and are used in the winter for scalloping and other fishing.
Nevertheless, it is necessary to class them as capital used in the qua
haug fishery.

No special town laws are made for the regulation of the Nantucket
quahaug fishery, although at any time by vote of the town suitable
regulations and by-laws can be made.

Quahaugs have probably always been abundant at Nantucket, as over
fifty years ago they were reported as plentiful. It is only of late years
that the fishery has assumed any great importance, when the increasing
prices, ,especially for the "little necks," made it profitable for men to
enter the business. As it is, many men now quahaug only when they
have nothing else to do.

From the statistics of the United States Fish Commission for 1879
we find that the annual catch for that year amounted to 150 bushels,
valued at $75. As a striking contrast to this, the present production
of 6,294 bushels, valued at $8,487, shows the great development of the
fishery, which has been caused by more men entering the business, the
opening up of new beds, such as the " little neck" beds of Tuckernuck,
and the improved methods of raking in the deep water.

It is rather difficult to state definitely, from lack of past statistical
figures, whether Nantucket industry is declining or improving. Between
1879 and 1906 no records are obtainable. The production figures for
1906 show 6,477 bushels, as compared with 6,144 bushels in 1907.
Whether there was merely a sudden temporary increase in the supply
by the opening up of new beds in 1906, or whether there is a steady
decline, can only be determined by the production of future years.
Many indications point to the latter, in spite of the assurance of the
quabaugers tbat 1907 was a good season, because of high market prices.

Tbe last few years have witnessed a change in the quabaug fishery, 
a realization that there is more money in planting and raising qua
baugs than in oyster culture. The out-of-State oystermen, especially
in Kew York, ba\"e been the first to realize this, and bave been
buying, at the rate of $4 to $5 per busbel, all the small quahaugs tbey
can procure, merely replanting, to reap the following year a yield of
3 to 6 busbels for every busbel planted.

Under tbe stimulus of the bigh prices offered, many bushels of small
quabaugs have been shipped from tbe town, wbicb tbus lost wbat tbe
planters gained. There is much feeling against such a practice, but
so far nothing has been done by the town to stop this shipping of
"seed" quahaugs. As the town has full control of its shellfisheries,
it has only to pass a simple law allowing no quahaugs under 2 inches
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to be taken, and see that it is properly enforced. Such a matter should
be attended to at once, as not only is the actual value of the catch
diminished, but the industry is seriously impaired by the capture of
these small quahaugs before they can spawn.

The only other way to remedy this difficulty is to grant licenses allow
ing the replanting of these small quahaugs on the barren parts of the
harbor until they have obtained a proper size. The results obtained
from the experiments of the commission in Polpis harbor show that qua
haugs will grow rapidly when thus replanted in suitable places, and
that a gain of ~ to %. of an inch, or 3 to 6 bushels for every bushel
bedded, can be obtained during the six BUmmer months (May to
November).

SUMMARY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Area of quabaug territory (acres),
Number of men, •
Number of boats,
VaIue of boat-, .
Number of dories,
VaIue of dories, .
VaIue of gear, .

Production.
"Little neeb":

Bushels,
Value, .

Quabaugs: 
Bushels,
Value, •

Total: 
Bushels,
Value, .

5,290
48
30

*5,800
10

.350
$600

303
$1,310

5,991
.7,177

6,294
.8,487

New Bedford.

The quahaug industry of New Bedford· was practically annihilated
by the law of 1905, which closed the Acushnet River and Clark's Cove
to both clammer and quahauger. Good beds of quahaugs, particularly
"little necks," exist in both these waters, but carr be taken only for
bait. As several sewers run into the Acushnet River, and the public
health was endangered by the consumption as food of the quahaugs
taken from the river and" the waters near its mouth, nearly 400 acres of
quahaug territory were closed by the State Board of Health. What
little available territory there is outside the prescribed area, off Clark's
Point, is free to all.

A license is required to dig quahaugs for bait in this territory, and
such is issued free of charge. The maximum amount permitted to be
dug is 2 bushels per week of clams or quahaugs, or of both. Some
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320 permits have been issued since the law was passed, in 1905. Eleven
of these have been since revoked for unlawful conduct on the part of
the possessors. For the first offence the license is merely revoked, for
the second a fine of $10, and for the third $100 is imposed.

Orleans.

Although Orleans is well represented by all four main types of shell
fish, the quahaug fishery is the leading industry of the town. A favor
able coast line, fronting on the west the waters of Cape Cod Bay and
bounded on the east by Pleasant Bay, provides excellent facilities for
the quahaug fishery.

The main quahauging territory is in Cape Cod Bay. While the west
coast of Orleans is only about a mile long, the privileges which allow
the citizens of Orleans free fishing in Eastham waters, according to
the act of incorporation in 1792, "whereby the benefits of the shell
fishery were to be mutually shared," opens up an extensive tract of
quahaug territory, from 2 to 3 miles in width, extending north as far
as Billingsgate Island and the Wellfleet line. The actual Orleans qua
haug territory consists only of 1,000 acres, which furnish but poor
quahauging, while the water is several fathoms deep.

On the east side an entirely different condition prevails. Here in
the waters of Pleasant Bay is a bed of quahaugs which, though
worked for a long time, is still in excellent condition. The proportion
of "little necks" is larger than on the west side, running about one
half the entire catch; neither is the water as deep here, rarely having
a greater depth than 12 feet, and by no means as rough as the more
exposed waters of Cape Cod Bay. The quahauging grounds here com
prise 500 acres.

Although there are 1,500 acres of quahaug territory in the town of
Orleans, only a small part of this is commercially productive, and the
larger part of the fishery is carried on in Eastham waters.

The possession of two ent.irely different quahaug grounds, one on the
east, the other on the west coast, makes practically two different indus
tries, each of which will have to be considered separately.

(1) Cape Coa Bay Inaustry. - In Cape Cod Bay 50 men rake qua
haugs whenever the weather will permit. Owing to the great depth of
water, the work is difficult, requiring rakes with bandIes often 60 feet
long. Two men generally go in one boat, the usual type being an
elongated dory, some 30 to 32 feet over all, carrying from 4 to 12 horse
power gasolene engines. These boats are built to stand rough weather,
and cost from $700 to $1,000 apiece. Thirty boots are employed in this
business in the bay.

The quahauger averages perhaps 100 working days in a year, as in
a strong wind and choppy sea it is impossible to rake in the deep water.
A good fisherman expects to rake from 2 to 3 barrels of quahaugs a
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day. Five to ten years ago as many as 15 barrels were dug in a day by
one man, but this is impossible now. Even as it is, the profits are large.
The best quahauger in Orleans cleared in 1906 over $1,600, while sev
eral others made nearly $1,400. As at Wellfleet, the Orleans quahaugers
receive licenses to replant their quahaugs along the shore, and it is cus
tomary to thus keep them until the New York or Boston markets offer
suitable prices. Nearly two-thirds of these deep-water quahaugs are
blunts, and perhaps one-tenth of the catch is "little necks."

(2) Pleasant Bay Industry. - About 25 men dig here from ordinary
dories, using short rakes and tongs. The average wages are $2 to
$3 per day, which is considerably less than the high wages of the Cape
Cod Bay fishery; but many more days can be utilized during the year,
while the work is much easier and the necessary outlay of capital is
slight. Here the quahaugs run about one-half "little necks," and the
proportion of blunts is small.

Little evidence of decline can be seen in Pleasant Bay, where the
bed of quahaugs, although raked for a long time, still shows few signs
of decrease. On the Cape Cod Bay side the reverse is true, and the
8llpply is gradually diminishing.

The same town laws for regulation of the quahaug fishery apply
for Wellfleet, Eastham and Orleans. (See Wellfleet.)

The main historical features of the quahaug industry at Orleans have
been similar to Wellfleet, the industry lying practically dormant until
1894, when it rapidly reached its present production. Unfortunately,
but little data can be obtained for comparison of the industry of 1879
with 1907. Ernest Ingersoll reports, in 1879:-

At Orleans, IIOme few men who go mackereling in 8llmmer stay at home
and dig clams in winter, getting perhaps 50 barrels of quahangB among
others, which are peddled in the town.

Comparing the two years by table, we find: -

1878. 1"7.

A.DDul prodnctton, •

Value of produetlon,

!{umber of men,

Loeatlon, quahaug beds••

Market,

1t1Cl bU8bel8, • 88,000 bU8hell.

'82.60, • '41,8liO.

A few, . 711.

Pleasant Bay, Cape Cod Bay and Pleasant Bay.

Home con8umptlon, New York and B08ton.
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SUMMARY OJ' INDUSTBY.

ICape Cod Bay. ! PleuaDt &y.1 Total.

Area (acree), 1,000 500 1,500

Number of men, M Zb 71i

Number of boats, • 80 80

Value of boats, '28,000 '23,000

Nnmber of dorlee, 2li til

Valne of dorlee, $llOO $llOO

Vlllue of Implements, . '1,2110 '230 11,500

Production•
.. Little necks .. :-

Buehele, • 2,iOO 8,000 li.700

Value, 18,7M '7,000 'IS,7M

Quabauge:-

Buehele, 24,800 8,000 27,800

Value, 124,8llO es,800 '27,600

Totsl:-

Duehele, . 27,000 8,000 83,000

Value, ,,'I,OIlO 110,800 In,SIlO

Pf'ovincefoum.

No commercw quahaug fishery is carried on at Provincetown. A
few quahaugs, chiefly U little necks," are found in the tide pools among
the thatch on the northwestern side of the harbor.

B",tJft8BtJ.

A quahaug fishery existed in Swansea until three years ago. Since
that time there has been no commercial fishery, though a few quahaugs
are still dug for home consumption.

Tmf'o.

Occasionally a few scattering quahaugs are found on the bars, which
extend out one-quarter of a mile from shore on the bay side. No
quahaug fishery is carried on.

Waf'eham.

The town of Wareham, situated on the northeast side of Buzzards
Bay and separated from the adjoining town of Bourne by Cohasset
Narrows, has a coast line indented with numerous small inlets, bays
and rivers, which aft'ord excellent opportunities for the growth of the
quahaug. The villages of Onset, Wareham and part of Buzzards Bay
enjoy the privileges of this fishery.
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Quahaugs are found over practically the entire territory, and com
prise a total area of about 1,300 acres. Although much of this area
is barren, the commercial fishery is maintained by small isolated beds
which occur here and there.

The two principal centel'B of the industry are in the Wareham River
and in Onset Bay. At Onset the whole bay, except the oyster grants,
as included between the southeast end of Mashnee Island and Peters
Neck, is used for quahauging. A few quahaugs are found in Broad
Cove, and fair digging is obtained in Buttermilk Bay and Cohasset
Narrows. The Wareham River, outside the oyster grants, and a narrow
shore strip from Weweantit River to Tempe's Knob, comprise the
rest of the territory. In Onset Channel a fine bed exists in deep water,
2 to 4 fathoms, but the ground is so hard that not much digging is
done.

It will be seen from the map that practically 75 per cent. of the
quahaug territory is taken up by oyster grants, especially in the Ware
ham River and Onset Bay. Town sentiment is in a chaotic state over
the oyster and quahaug deadlock, and much friction naturally exists
between the opposing factions, the quahaugers and oystermen. The
struggle between these two parties was at its height several years ago,
and the enmity still continues, though not so openly, owing to the decline
of the quahaug industry. Rightly managed, affairB ought to be so
arranged that prosperity might be brought to both factions; but town
customs and town laws, poorly enforced at the best, are hardly able
to cope with this evil, which has resulted in much expense legally and
financially to both parties, and both industries are badly crippled in
consequence, - the oyster industry by lack of protection and the qua
haug industry by loss of grounds. It is hoped that in the future suit
able arrangements can be made for both industries, and that the quahaug
industry, which is at present declining, can be put on an equal footing
with the oyster industry, by granting licenses to plant and grow qua
haugs.

Most of the digging is done with garden rakes, potato diggerB or
by hand. Some tongs are used, but' few if any long-handled basket
rakes, since the digging is chiefly confined to the shallow water, not
more than 10 feet deep, except in Onset Channel, where it ranges from
12 to 24 feet.

No information or statistical records of the quahaug fishery of Ware
ham can be obtained, and it is therefore impossible to draw any com
parison between the present industry and the industry of twenty-five
yeal'B ago.

The decline of the quahaug fishery in Wareham is an established
faet. The production of 6,000 bushels for 1906 is far less than the
production of five ye8l'B ago. Since 1901 the output has steadily de
clined, and where the quahauger once was able to rake 5 bushels at a
tide, to-day he can rake scarcely 1 bushel in the same time. It is only
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a question of a few years when the natural supply will be completely
exterminated. The only salvation of the industry in Wareham is to
increase the natural BUpply by quahaug farming.

SUMMARY OJ' INDUSTBY.

Area of quabaug territory (acres),
Number of men, •
Number of boats,
Value of boats, .
Number of dorieB,
Value of dorieB, .
Value of implements, •

Production.
.. Little necks": 

Bushels,
Value, •

Quahaugs: 
Bushels,
Value, •

Total: -
Bushels,
Value, •

1,300
50

50
$750
$250

3,000
$7,500

3,000
$3,000

6,000
. $10,500

Wellfleet.

The town of Wellfleet possesses the finest quahaug industry in Massa
chusetts. More men are engaged in the business and the annual pro
duction is larger than that of any other town of the State.

In colonial days the towns of Orleans, Eastham and Wellfl.eet were
incorporated as one town,-the town of Eastham. In "1763 an act
was passed incorporating the North Precinct of Eastham into a district
by the name of Wellfleet, "Reserving to the inhabitants of said town
the privileges lJy them heretofore enjoyed of all ways to and of erecting
houses on the beaches and islands for the convenience of the fishery
of all kinds, and of anchorage imd of landing all goods or wares at
any of their common landing places in any of the harbors of said
Eastham in like manner as they might have done if this act had never
been made alld passed." By this act were created the two independent
towns of Eastham and Wellfleet, which held in common all fisheries,
thus giving the mutual right of the shellfisheries to both towns.

In 1797 another act of incorporation, separating Orleans from East
ham, was enacted, which provided that the benefits of the shellfisheries
of these two towns were to be mutually enjoyed.

The result of these two acts was to give Eastham and Wellfleet and
at the Bame time Eastham and Orleans mutual rights of the shellfishery,
but forbidding mutual shellfisheries between Wellfl.eet and Orleans.
While this may seem to give theoretically the advantage to Eastham,
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aetua1ly the town gains nothing in the quahaug fishery, as Orleans has
practically no productive grounds on the bay side, and the Orleans
quahaugers fish in the Eastham waters.

The quahaug territory of Wellfieet comprises about 2,500 acres, and
approximately takes up all the harbor, wherever there are no oyster
grants, running from the "Deep Hole" between Great Island and In
dian Neck southward to the Eastham line. Outside of these limits a
few quahaugs are found on the flats of Duck Creek and along the shore
flats of the town. They are more abundant on the north side of Egg
Island, where they are taken in shallow water with ordinary hand
rakes. The best quahauging is found in the channel extending from an
imaginary line between Lieutenant's Island and Great Beach Hill south
to Billingsgate. The greatest depth at low tide is 4% fathoms and the
general average is about 3 fathoms. In this channel are found most
of the "little necks," small blunts and small sharps.

Outside of the oyster grants, quahaugs are found south of Great
Island, north of Billingsgate Island on the west side of the harbor, on
Lieutenant's Island bar and at the mouth of Blackfish Creek. A few
quahaugs, both sharps and blunts, are raked with 25-fOot rakes in the
shallow water 6 to 8 feet near the beach, usually on a sandy bottom.

The principal market for Wellfleet quahaugs is New York, though
many are sent to Boston and other parts of the country, even to the
middle west. Quahaugs have been shipped from Wellfleet to Mil
waukee and arrived in good condition after ten days.

The annual production is 33,000 bushels, one-sixth of these, 5,500
bushels, being "little necks." There were 140 men engaged in the
fishery in 1906, and 145 permits were granted in 1907. The average
yield for a day's raking is 4 bushels, although an exceptional quahauger
can sometimes rake 7 bushels.

Practically all the raking is done in deep water, with rakes the
handles of which are often 47 feet long. Each quahauger has a set of
handles of various lengths for different depths of water. Both power
boats and" cats " are used here in quahauging, the power boats possess
ing considerable advantage over the sail boat. Thirty-eight power boats
and 62 sail boats, both single and double manned, are used at Wellfleet.

At present there is every indication of a declining fishery. Until
the last three years the industry has been steadily on the increase since
1894. The maximum production .was reached a few years ago, and the
industry is slowly on the decline, unless the opening up of new beds
gives it a fresh start. Unfortunately, all the quahaugers do not realize
the possibility of this seemingly inexhaustible supply giving out, and
believe it will continue forever; but anyone can see that it is impps
sible for the natural supply to continue when such inroads are yearly
made, and that it is only a question of time when the best business
8lIIIet of the town will become extinct.

For years there has been an antagonistic feeling between the qua-
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haugers and the oystermen, due to the conflicting interests of these
industries. Although the quahaug territory has been narrowed down
by the giving of oyster grants in the harbor, the quahaug fishery has not
suffered severely, as the poorer quahaug grounds were alone granted,
with the idea that more money could be made by using these for oyster
culture. Although these grants were laid out in good faith, injustice in
many instances has been done the quahang industry; but on the whole
the change has been for the benefit of the town. In the broad waters of
Wellfieet harbor there is room for both industries, and there is no rea
son why both should not prosper if wisely regulated, without the inter
vention of town politics. At present this antagonism has hurt the
interests of both, and it is manifestly unfair that either should drive
the other out while there is room for both to prosper.

Wellfleet is the only town that can boast of a quahaug club. This
club was formed in 1904, and bad an enrollment of practically all the
quahaugers.

Permits are required of every man engaged in the quahaug fishery.
These cost $1 apiece, and are granted on application to anyone who
has been a resident of the town for six months. These permits are to
be obtained each year, on or before May 1, after which date an addi
tional charg-e of 50 cents is made for collecting. No person without a
regular permit is allowed to catch quahaugs for market. Permits were
first issued in 1904.

Section 2 of chapter 269 of the Acts of 1904 is as follows: -

SECTION 2. No inhabitant of said towns shall sell or o1fer for sale little
neck clams or quahaugs which measure leBB than one and one-half inches
acrOBB the widest part, and no person shall in any of Baid tOwnB sell or o1fer
for sale little neck clams or quahaug1I which measure leBB than one and
one-half inches &CrOBB the widest part.

This excellent law was passed for the towns of Eastham, Orleans
and Wellfleet, but has never been enforced. Although enacted and
technically lived up to, no measures are made for its enforcement, which
would necessitate a shellfish inspector. This furnishes an example of
the non-enforcement of one of the few good town laws.

Section 4 of chapter 269 of the Acts of 1904 is 88 follows: -

SECTION 4. The selectmen of the said towns may, in their respective
towns, grant licenses or permits for BUch periods, not exceeding two yean,
and under such conditions lUI they may deem proper, not however covering
more than seventy-five feet square in area, to any inhabitants of the town
to bed quahaugs in any waters, flats and creeks within the town at any
place where there is no natural quahaug bed, not impairing the private
rights of any person or materially obstructing any navigable waters. It
shall be unlawful for any person, except the licemJee and hiB agents, to take
any quahaugs in or remove them from the territory covered by any BUch
license.
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The above should receive well-deserved praise, as it is one of the
most useful town laws ever enacted in Massachusetts. Each quahauger
is thus enabled to stake of! a little plot 75 feet square on the flats,
whereon he can bed his catch whenever the market price is too low for
shipment. This not only makes steadier work for the quahaugers, since
a dull market does not stop digging, as before, but also enables him
to obtain a better price for his quabaugs, and he is not forced to lose
through the wastes of competition.

Quahaugs have always been abundant at Wellfleet. Forty years ago
about 15 men were engaged in the business, and shipped their catch to
Boston by packet boats, quahaugs then wholesaling at 50 cents per
bushel. .

In 1879 (report of the United States Fish Commission) Ernest Inger
soll gives the following account of the quahaug industry at Wellfieet,
which furnishes such an excellent comparison with the present industry
that it is given here:-

The early productiveIl8llll of Cape Cod is shown by the pr8118nce of numer·
0IIll shell1lsh heaps, particularly in Welllleet and Barnstable harbors. 1i.lled
up by the Indiana, and consisting almost wholly of the shells of this mol
IUBk. Though in greatly depleted numbers, the quahaug still survives along
the inside of the Cape, and at Wel11l.eet has been raked from early times
by the settlers. Mr. F. W. True contributes some notes on this place, from
which I learn that the quahaug fishery as a business there dates from the
beginning of the nineteenth century. It grew in extent until 1863, and
from that time until 1868 the trade was at ita height, since when it has
diminished year by year, owing to lack of good market rather than failure
of the supply. Between 1863 and 1869 the average catch each year was
not less than 2,500 bushels. Of this amount a comparatively small part
was consumed at Welllleet, and the rest were shipped to Boston, Province
town, Salem, Newport, Manchester and a few other New England porta.
From 1870 to 1876 the quantity of quahaugs taken per year decreased from
2,500 bushels to 1,800 bushels, and this latter amount has remained constant
to the present year. Of the total catch in 1878, fully one-half, or 900
bushels, was consumed in Wel11l.eet, and the remainiug 900 bushels were
shipped to Boston and other neighboring towns. For three years, beginning
with 1876, 75 bushels of quahaugs have been annually shipped to New
York City.

Quahaugs are found in all parts of Wellfleet Bay except in a small spot
near the wharves, called the II Deep Hole," and a similar one on the west
Bide of the bay. Both of these places are covered with a thick, soft mud.
It is not usual, however, to fish in parts of the bay where the average depth
at low water exceeds 8 feet. Most of the raking is done on the western side.
In ordinary years, quahaug raking is begun the last of March and con
tinues until the first of October. As a general thing, no raking is done
through the winter months, although in some years a small amount bas been
done through holes cut in the ice. The fishermen rake about four tides per
week, beginning at half-ebb and raking to half-flood. The boats used are
either eat boats or yawls rigged with two sails. Each boat carries 1 man.
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The rake employed at Well1leet is dellCribed by Mr. True &I similar in form
to an oyster rake, but made of steel instead of iron. In former days this
instmment W&l of iron, the tips of the teeth only being of steel An
average rake has Beventeen teeth, and weighs about 12 pounds. The handle
or tail is of wood, and is about 23 feet long. The baskets in which the
quahaugs are collected and measured are of ordinary manufacture, and hold
about a bushel each; and the whole outfit of a quahaug filIherman does
not cost over $150, and the total amount of capital invested in apparatus
at the preeent time in Well1leet does not exceed $800. This amount is
about evenly divided between 5 men, none of whom are engaged in this
filIhery more than a part of their time.

Quahaugs are Bent to market always in the shell, and packed in second·
hand flour or sugar barrels. The wholesale price of quahaugs for many years
averaged 60 cents per bushel, but in 1879 it fell to 55 cents. One dollar
and seventy-five cents is the average wholesale price per barrel. Quahaugs
retail in Wellfleet at 80 cents per bushel. The UBual method of transporta
tion is by packet, at a cost of 25 cents per barreL'

ColO'ABISON OJ' 1879 WITH 1907.

Annual production, .

Annual value, .

Average llrice per buahel,

Number of men,

CapItal,

Market,

Sll88On,

Boata,

Deepeat water, •

Longest rake, •

Best quahaug bedll, •

1871'.

l,!nl,

tllllO,

M centa,

Ii, •

t!nl.

Roslon and New York,

Aprill 10 Oclober I,

Ii SAil boats, •

8 feet, •

23 feet, •

Weat sIde ot harbor,

1"7.

lIS,oro.

~J,iM.

t1.20.

141i.

t2ll,lIliO.

New York, Boslon, and other
cIties.

Aprllilo Oclober I.

100 bOlIta, one.thlrd power, two-
thlrda SAIL

4Q teet.

'7 teet.

Channel.

From the account of Mr. Ingersoll the above table has been formu
lated, showing the vast increase in the quahaug business of Wellfleet
since 1879, &I well as certain changes in the industry. This by no means
proves that the quahaug industry is on the increase; it merely shows
that it has taken a tremendous development since 1879, and the fact
that the quahaug industry of Wellfleet has passed its maximum produc
tion a few years ago and is now on the decline should not be overlooked
in consulting this table, which otherwise would give an erroneous
impression. The changing of the quahaug grounds from shallow to
deeper water alone is a si~ of the decline of the industry. The qua
haug- industry has developed to its present extent only since 1894, and is

I" Tbe Oyster, Scallop, Clam, Mussel and Abalone IndWltries," by Ernest Inpl'lloll.
United States Fish Commi!lllion Report, Section V., Vol. 2, p. 603.
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comparatively recent. By the opening of the great beds of II little
necks" and quahaugs in the channel and deep water the industry
suddenly became important.

BUlUUBY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Area of quahaug territory (acres),
Number of men, •
Number of power boats,
Value of power boats, .
Number of sail boats,
VaIue of sail boats,
Value of implements, •

Production.
.. Little neeka":

Bushels,
Value, .

Quahaugs: 
Bushe11ll,
Value, •

Total: 
Bullhe11ll,
Value, .

2,500
145
38

· $14,000
62

· $10,300
· $3,200

5,500
· $13,850

· 27,500
• $27,500

• 33,000
· $41,350

Yarmouth.

The quabaug grounds, which lie mostly in Bass River, are free to
the inhabitants of Dennis and Yarmouth, as these two towns have com
mon fishery rights. Quabaugs are found in four localities: (1) Bass
River; (2) Mill Creek; (3) Barnstable Bar on the north shore; and
(4) Lewis Bay. The total area is 1,000 acres, which includes all grounds
where there are any quahaugs, as there are now no thick beds. The
average depth of water over the quahaug grounds is 4 feet.

The town law governing the quahaug fishery reads thus: -

All penoIlll other than the inhabitants of the toWIlll of Dennis and Yar
mouth are prohibited from taking clams and quabaugs from the shores and
waters of the town of Yarmouth. Inhabitants of the Commonwealth not
residents of Dennis and Yarmouth may obtain permits of the selectmen to
take sufficient quantity of said lIhell1lsh for their family use.

The history of the quahaug industry of Yarmouth is one of decline.
The industry has existed for fifteen years, starting in 1892. Mr. Edgar
N. Baker, who has been interested in the business ever since it started,
says:-

In the last ten yean it is safe to say that the catch bas fallen oft fully
75 per eent., and nothing but the COIllltant advance in prices and lack of
prodtable employment bas prompted men to give their attention to this
method of obtaining their "bread and butter." The most conservative
estimate would not put it below 50 per cent.
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SUXlUBY o. INDUSTRY.

Area of quahaug territory (acres),
Number of men (transient),
Number of boats,
Value of boats, •
Number of skiffs,
Value of skiffs, •
Value of implements, •

Production.
.. Little necks": 

Bushels,
Value, .

Quahaugs: 
Bushels,
Value, •

Total: 
Bushels,
Value, .

1,000·
20

10
$100
$140

1,200
$3,000

1,000
$1,000

2,200
$4,000

SCALLOP (Pecten irradiafUl).

The common shallow-water scallop is unknown commercially on the
north shore, occurring only south of Boston. It is usually found in
abundance along the southern shore of Cape Cod, in Buzzards Bay,
and about the islands of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard.

For the past three years investigations in regard to its growth, habits
and culture have been carried on by the Commissioners on Fisheries
and Game. These investigations are now practically completed. In
another report the whole life history of this bivalve will be given, show
ing the application of this scientific study to the existing conditions of
the industry. •

The scallop fishery in Massachusetts is only a partial industry, as
it does not concern the whole coast line, but merely the Vineyard Sound
and Buzzards Bay shore. Compared with other States, the production
of Massachusetts is favorable, New York alone exceeding it in out
put. The southern coast of Massachusetts is especially adapted for this
shellfish. Its bays, sheltered harbors and inlets afford excellent ground
for the scallop, which requires protection against the heavy seas. Thou
sands of acres of eel-grass fiats from 1 to 60 feet under water were
formerly covered by beds of scallops, and in parts are still thickly set.
While the extent of the scalloping area is large, only portions are ever
productive at anyone time. A set may be in one part this year, and the
next year's spawn may catch in a di~erent place. Thus, while all the
ground is suitable for scallops, only a small part is in productive
operation each year.
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While the possibilities of future development are not as alluring as
in the other shellfisheries, yet much can be done to 8IIIlist nature and
help preserve the supply. Wise laws and well-directed eflorts can save
many bushels of the young scallops which yearly die on the expoaed
flats where they have set in unfavorable places.

Heape of the Beporl. - The object of this report is to present certain
information concerning the scallop industry which will be of use to the
scallop fishermen, and of interest to the general public and the eon
BlDDerB. While the scallop is well known as an article of food, the
majority of people know little about the animal It will therefore be
neeessary in the following report to give brief descriptions of the vari
ous methods used in the capture of this bivalve, in order to make clear
the more technical portions. .

The first part of the report considers the general results of the sur
vey, the history of the industry, the scallop laws, the methods of sc~

loping and the statistics of the industry. The second part gives a more
detailed description, the following points being considered under each
town: (1) survey; (2) statistics of industry; (3) town laws; (4)
history.

Methods of Work. - Several difficulties stand in the way of procur
ing ex¥t information concerning the scallop industry, especially in re
gard to historical data which should show the improvement or decline
of the fishery. The town records are incomplete, lost, or furnish but
slight information. Little has been written about this industry, and
we were thus forced to rely upon the scallopers for information con
cerning the history and former production of each town. Fortunately,
the seallop industry is of recent origin (thirty years), and the infor
mation is very nearly correct. By the use of town records, market
reports, records of express shipments, personal surveys and estimates
by the various scallopers, and by all other methods at our command, the
facts of the last few years have been obtained in an approximately
correct form.

The area of the scallop territory was obtained by personal inspection
and ca1eulated by plottings on the maps. In designating the area suit
able for scallops in any town by a certain number of acres or by plot
tings on the map, it does not mean that scallops are found each year
oyer all this territory. Allowances must be made for the uncertainty
of the seallop supply. Some years there will be no scallops; in other
years, plenty. Even when scallops are plentiful, they rarely cover the
whole territory, but are found only in certain parts in different years.
The designation of an area as scallop territory means that scallops have
been found in the past over this territory, and that the natural con
ditions of the territory appear favorable for scallops.
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The Decline.

The most important questions which first come to mind when con
sidering the scallop industry of to-day are these three: (1) Has there
been any decline in the industry' If so, how extensive' (2) What
are the causes of the decline' (3) How can the fishery Qe improved'

I. Extent of the Decline. - There is no question but that the indus
try as a whole has declined. This decline has made itself manifest,
especially in certain localities, e.g., Buzzards Bay, where until
1907 the entire fishery, except at New Bedford and Fairhaven, had
been totally extinct for the past seven years.

Along the south side of Cape Cod, at Edgartown and Nantucket,
the supply has on the average remained the same. Of course there is
varying abundance each year, but as a whole the industry in these lo
calities can hardly be said to have declined.

On the other hand, on the north side of Cape Cod we find a marked
decline. A scallop fishery no longer exists at Plymouth, Barnstable
harbor, Wellfleet and Provincetown, though twenty-five years ago these
places boasted of a valuable industry.

So we have to-day in Massachusetts three localities, two of which
show a marked decline in the scallop fishery, while the other shows
some improvement. Of the two depleted areas, the one (north of the
Cape) may never revive the industry; the other (Buzzards Bay) gives
indications that the industry can once more be put on a very profitable
footing. The only thing necessary is perpetual precaution on the part
of the fishermen, in order to prevent this decline. Massachusetts must
not allow the industry to become extinct, as in Rhode Island.

II. Causes of the Decline. - The causes of the decline of this in
dustry can be grouped under three heads: (1) natural enemies; (2)
overfl.shing by man j (3) adverse physical conditions.

The natural enemy of the scallop which works the greatest mischief
is the starfish, or "five finger," as it is often called. The starfish
destroys the scallop in the same manner as it attacks the oyster. The
decline of the scallop fishery in Buzzards Bay is attributed by the
fishermen to the inroads of this pest. Undoubtedly the starfl.sh was the
chief apparent cause, since, according to report, dredges full of star
fish could be hauled up. In other localities in Massachusetts the star
fish has not been so plentiful.

While the main cause of the decline of the natural clam, quahaug and
oyster beds is overfl.shing by man, the decline of the scallop fishery
cannot be so considered. The scallop has a short life, hardly 25 per
cent. passing the two-year limit; so it does no harm to capture the
marketable scallops which are over sixteen months old, as the scallop
spawns when one year old, and dies a natural death usually before it
reaches a second spawning season. When only old scallops are taken,
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as is generally the case, it is probably impossible for man to exterminate
the scallops by O'Verfishing. Unfortunately, in certain localities in the
past there has been a large capture of the "seed" scallop, viz., the
seallop less than one year old, which has not spawned. This has worked
the ruin of the scalloping in these localities. The capture. of the
spawners for another year merely makes the next year's set so much
smaller, and caUl!eS a rapid decline.

As a rule, it is hardly profitable to cat6h the "seed" scallop, owing
to its small size. But a direct relation can be established between a high
market price and the capture of seed. When the market price is high
and scallops scarce, it becomes profitable to catch the young "seed."
The present scallop law now defines a "seed" scallop, and forbids its
capture. By protecting the "seed" scallop the State has done all that
at present appears expedient to insure the future of the industry; the
rest lies in the hands of the towns.

So, while the scallop has declined in certain localities, and the decline
has been hastened by unwise capture of the "seed" scallop, the main
decline of the fishery cannot be attributed to wholesale overflshing, as
it is impossible to overfish if only the old scallops (over one year old)
are taken; for, unlike most other animals, the scallop usually hreeds
but once, and its natural period of life is unusually brief. These
scallops, if not taken, will die, and prove a total loss; so every fisher
man should bear in mind that, as long as the "seed" scallops are pro
tected, severe fishing of large scallops is not likely to injure the future
scallop industry.

The principal causes of the decline of the fishery, besides the inroads
of man, are best termed " adverse physical conditions." Severe winters,
storms, anchor frost, etc., work destruction upon the hapless scallop.
The "infant mortality" is especially great.

As the scallop dies before reaching its second birthday, only one set
of scallops spawn in anyone season. There are never two generations
of scallops spawning at one time. I quote from Ernest Ingersoll in
this connection:-

ThiJI reprelMlnts a ease where the generations follow one another 80 rapidly
that there are never two ranks, or generations, in condition to reproduce
their kind at once, except in rare individual instances, since all, or nearly
aD, of the old ones die before the young ones have grOWD old enough to
IIp&wn. If auch & state of affairs exists, of course any audden catastrophe,
IUch &8 & great and cold storm during the winter, or the covering of the
water where they lie for a long period with a sheet of ice, happening
to kill all the tender young (and old ones, too, often) in a particular dis
trict, will exterminate the breed there; since, even if the older and tougher
ones survive this shoek, they will not live long enough, or at any rate,
will be unable to lIpaWD again, and so start a new generation.'

I E. ID&e1"801l... The Scallop Fishery," United State<! Fish Commi...ion report, 1881.
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The set of young scallops is abundant in shallow water upon the
eel-grass fiats, which often, 88 is the case of the Common Flats at
Chatham, are exposed at extremely low tides. A severe winter often
kills off all the "seed" thus exposed. In this case no apawn is ob
tained the following summer, causing the suppression of the scallop
fishery in that locality for at least a few years, and possibly its per
manent extinction.

III. Impro'Vementj restocking Barren ArelJ8. - The scallop indus
try, unlike the clam and quahaug, offers but little inducement to private
enterprise. For successful private culture small· bays or coves would
be needed, and suitable areas are very scarce. The scallop offers better
opportunity for communal culture, i.e., by towns.

There is but one way now known of artificial propagation for the
scallop industry, and that is by transplanting in the fall the abundant
set from the exposed places to the deeper water before the seed is killed
by the winter. It is merely assisting nature by preventing a natural
1088, and in no sense can properly be termed propagation. It is merely
a preventive, and money used in this way to preserve the scallops is
well eXpended. Usually the set is abundant, and can be transferred
in large numbers. This is the only practical method now known of
increasing our scallop supply, though it is hoped in the future that
other methods may be devised.

In connection with the above comes the question, if we can thus
preserve scallops doomed to destruction, will it not be profitable to
transplant scallops to places where the scalloping has been exterminated
by various causes, and by means of these " seeders" furnish succeeding
generations which may populate the barren areas' This plan is prac
tical and feasible, and should be given due consideration. Why should
not scallops be transplanted to our Buzzards Bay harbors, to again
restock these areas' Often the attempt might fail, but there is bound
to be success if there is perseverance. The best time to plant these
scallops is in the fall, as a double service will be given: (1) preserva
tion from destruction of the seed scallops; (2) furnishing spawn and
young in the barren locality. Ingersoll speaks of the restocking of
Oyster Bay in 1880:-

In the spring of 1880 eel grass came into the bay, bringing young scal
lops [the eel grass carries the scaIIops attached to it by the thread-like
byssus]; thus the abundance of that year was accounted for, though there
had not been a crop before in that bay since 1874.

If such a restocking can be accomplished by nature, it can be done
with more certain effect with man's assistance.
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The Industry.
I. The MethodB. - The methods of scalloping follow the historical

rise of the fishery. As the industry grew more and more important,
improvements became necessary in the methods of capture, and thus,
parallel with the development of the industry, we can trace a corre
sponding development in the implements used in the capture of the
seallop.

(a) GtJtherifig by Hawj, - When the scallop was flrst used as an
article of food, the primitive method of gathering this bivalve by hand
was used. This method still exists on the fiats of Brewster, and often
in other localities after heavy gales wagons can be driven to the beach
and loaded with the scallops which have been blown ashore.

(b) Scoop Nets. - This hand method was not rapid enough for the
enterprising scallopers, and the next step in the industry was the use
of scoop nets, about 8 inches in diameter, by which the scallops could
be picked up in the water. These nets were attached to poles of vari
ous lengths, suitable to the depth of water. "This method," writes
Ingersoll, "was speedily condemned, however, because it could be
employed only where scallops are a foot thick and inches in length,
as one fisherman expressed it."

(c) The PU8her. - The next invention was the so-called" pusher."
The "pusher" consists of a wooden pole from 8 to 9 feet long, at
tached to a rectangular iron frame 3 by 1% feet, upon which is fitted
a netting bag 3 feet in depth. The scalloper, wading on the fiats
at low tide, gathers the scallops by shoving the "pusher" among the
eel grass. When the bag is full, the contents are emptied into the dory
and the process repeated. The scallopers who use the "pusher" go
in dories, which are taken to the various parts of the scalloping ground
and moved whenever the immediate locality is exhausted. This method
is in use to-day, but is applicable only to shallow fiats, and can be
worked ouly at low tide, where dredging is impossible. It is hard
work, and not as profitable as the better method of dredging. This
method of scalloping is used chiefly at Chatham, Dennis and Yar
mouth; occasionally it is used at Nantucket and other towns.

(ti) Dretigiflg. - The greater part of the scallop catch is taken by
dredging, which is the most universal as well as the most profitable
method. The dredge, commonly pronounced "drudge," consists of
an iron framework about 3 by 1% feet, with a netting bag attached,
which will hold from one to two bushels of scallops. Cat boats, carry
ing from 6 to 10 dredges, are used for this method of scalloping. These
boats, with several "reefs," cross the scallop grounds pulling the
dredges, which hold the boat steady in her course. A single run with
all the dredges overboard is called a "drift." The contents of all
the dredges is said to be the result or catch of the "drift."
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When the dredges are hauled in they are emptied on what is known
as a culling board. This board runs the width of the boat, projecting
slightly on both sides. It is 3 feet wide, and has a guide 3 inches
high along each side, leaving the ends open. The scallops are then
separated from the rubbish, such as seaweed, shells, mud, etc., while
the refuse and seed scallops are thrown overboard by merely pushing
them off the end of the board. Each catch is culled out while the dredges
are being pulled along on the back "drift," and the board is again
clear for the next catch. The culled scallops are first put in buckets
and later transferred either to bushel bags or dumped into the cockpit
of the boat.

Two men are usually required to tend from 6 to 8 dredges in a large
cat boat, but often one man alone does all the work. This seems to
be confined to localities, as at Nantucket nearly all the cat boats have
two men. At Edgartown the reverse is true, one man to the boat,
though in power dredging two men are always used.

Several styles of dredges are used in scalloping, as each locality has
its own special kind, which is best adapted to the scalloping bottom
of that region. Four different styles are used in Massachusetts, two of
which permit a subdivision, making in all six different forms. Each
of these dredges is said by the scallopers using them to be the best;
but for all-round work the " scraper" seems the most popular.

(1) The Chatham cw Box Dreage. - As this dredge was first used in
Chatham, the name of the town was given to it, to distinguish it from
the other styles. At the present time its use is confined to Chatham and
the neighboring towns of the Cape. With the exception of a very few
used at Nantucket, it is not found elsewhere in Massachusetts.

The style of the box dredge is peculiar, consisting of a rectangular
framework, 'l:l by 12 inches, of flat iron 1 by % inches, with an oval
shaped iron bar extending back as a support for the netting bag, which
is attached to the rectangular frame. To the side of the rectangular
frame is attached a heavy iron chain about 4 feet long, to which is
fastened the drag rope.

(2) The Scraper. - As can be seen by the illustration, this style
of dredge consists of a rigid iron frame of triangular shape, which
has a curve of nearly 90 0 at the base, to form the bowl of the dredge.
Above, a raised cross bar connects the two arms, while at the bottom
of the dredge a strip of iron 2 inches wide extends from arm to arm.
This strip acts as a scraping blade, and is set at an angle so as to dig
into the bottom. The top of the net is fastened to the raised cross bar
and the lower part to the blade.

The usual dimensions of the dredge are: arms, 2% feet; llpper
cross bar, 2 feet; blade, 2% feet. The net varies in size, usually
holding about a bushel of scallops, and running from 2 to 3 feet in
length. Additional weights can be put on the cross bar when the
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sealloper desires the dredge to scrape deeper. A wooden bar, 2 feet
long, buoys the net.

Two styles of this dredge are in use. At Nantucket the whole net
is made of twine, while at Edgartown and in Buzzards Bay the lower
part of the net is formed of a netting of iron rings, the upper half
of the net being twine. The iron rings are supposed to stand the wear
better than the twine netting. This difference seems to be merely a
matter of local choice. The" scraper" is perhaps the dredge most
generally used, as, no matter what style is in use, a scalloper generally
has a few "scrapers" among his dredges.

(3) The" Slw.er."- The principle of the "slider ': is the reverse
of the "scraper," as the blade is set either level or with an upward
ineline, 80 the dredge can slide over the bottom. This dredge is used
on rough bottom and in places where there is little eel-grass. In some
dredges the blade is rigid, but in the majority the blade hangs loose.

The" slider" used at Edgartown differs. from the" scraper" by hav
ing perfectly straight arms and no curved bowl, the blade being
fast61ed to the arms in a hook-and-eye fashion. The dimensions of
this dredge are the same as those of the "scraper," although occa
sionally smaller dredges are found.

(4) The" Roller" D,.edge. - This style of dredg'e is used only in the
town of Mattapoisett, where the scallopers claim it is the most success
ful. The dredge is suitable for scalloping over rough ground, as the
blade of the dredge is merely a line of leads, which roll over the surface
of the ground gathering in the scallops.

The dredge consists of an oval iron frame, 32 by 20 inches, which
acts as the arms, and is attached to another iron frame, 32 by 3 inches.
The blade of the dredge consists of a thin rope with attached leads.
The net is made wholly of twine, and is about 2112 feet long.

Scalloping with Power Boats. - The season of 1907 has witnessed
in Massachusetts the first use of auxiliary power in the scallop fishery.
At Edgartown the main part of the scalloping is now done by power,
which, in spite of the additional expense of 5 gallons of gasolene per
day, gives a proportionately larger catch of scallops. The Edgartown
aeallopers claim that their daily catch, using power, is from one-third
to one-half better than under the old method of dredging by sail. Not
only can they scallop when the wind is too light or too heavy for suc
eessful scalloping by sail, but more "drifts" can be made in the same
time. A slight disadvantage of scalloping with power is the necessity
of having two men, as the steering of the power boat demands much
closer attention than the sail boat, which is practically held to a fixed
eourse by the dredges. A power boat for scalloping possesses only the
disadvantage of additional cost; but it is only necessary to look forward
a few years, when expedition rather than cheapness will be in demand,
to a partial revolution in the present methods of scalloping, whereby
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the auxiliary cat boat will take the place of the sail boat in the scallop
fishery.

II. Preparing the Scallop for Market. (1) The "Eye."- The
edible part of the scallop is the large adductor muscle. The rest of
the animal is thrown away, though in certain localities it is used as
fish bait and in others for fertilizer. Why the whole of the animal
is not eaten is hard to say. Undoubtedly all is good, but popular
prejudice, which molds opinion, has decreed that it is bad, 80 it is
not used as food. This is perhaps due to the highly. pigmented and
colored portions of the animal. Nevertheless, there is a decided ,possi
bility that in the future we shall eat the entire scallop, as well as the
luscious adductor muscle.

The adductor muscle is called by the dealers and fishermen the "eye,"
a name given perhaps from its important position in the animal, and
its appearance. The color of the "eye," which has a cylindrical form,
is a yellowish white. .

(2) The Shanties. - The catch of scallops is carried to the shanty
of the fisherman, and there opened. These shanties are usually grouped
on the dock, so the catch can be readily transferred. Inside of these
shanties, usually 20 by 10 feet or larger, we find a large bench 3
to 3¥2 feet wide, running the length of the shanty, and a little more
than waist high. On these benches the scallops are dumped from the
baskets or bags, and pass through the hands of the openers. Under
the bench are barrels for the shells and refuse.

(3) The Openers. - The openers are usually men and boys, though
occasionally a few women try theiI: hand at the work. Of late years
there has been a difficulty in obtaining sufficient openers, and the scal
lopers often are forced to open their own scalloPs. The openers are
paid from 20 to 30 cents per gallon, according to the size of the
scallops. One bushel of average scallops will open 2% to 3 quarts
of" eyes." An opener can often open 8 to 10 gallons in a day, making
an excellent day's work. The price now paid is more than double that
paid in 1880, which was 12% cents per gallon. Some openers are
especially rapid, and their deft movements cause a continual dropping
of shells in the barrel and " eyes" in the gallon measure.

(4) Method of opening the Scallop. - The opening of a scallop re
quires three movements. A flat piece of steel with a sharp but rounded
end, inserted in a wooden handle, answers for a knife. The scallop
is taken by a right-handed opener in the palm of the left hand, the
hinge line farthest away from the body, the scallop in its natural rest
ing position, the right or smooth valve down. The knife is inserted
betwee~ the valves on the right-hand side. An upward turn with a cut
ting motion is given, severing the "eye" from the upper valve, while
a flirt at the same moment throws back the upper shell. The second
motion tears the soft rim and visceral mass of the scallop and casts
it into the barrel, leaving the "eye" standing clear. A third move-
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ment separates the "eye" from the shell and casts it into a gallon
meaaure. Frequently the last two movements are slightly different.
The faster openers at the second motion merely tear off e:nough of the
rim to allow the separation of the "eye" from the sheIl, and on the
third movement cast the "eye" in the measure, while the shell with
its adhering soft parts is thrown into the refuse barrel. These last
two motions can hardly be separated, so quickly are they accomplished.

(5) It Soaking." - The "ttre" is then usually put through the fol
lowing course of treatment before marketing; the treatment is what
is familiarly known as "soaking." It has been noticed that whenever
saIt water products are allowed to soak in fresh water, an increase
of bulk is found. This is due to a change, called osmosis, which causes
the swelling of the tissues. The" eye" can be increased, by the process
of osmosis, to a gain of more than one-third its natural size; that is,
41h gallons of scallop " eyes" can be increased to 7 gallons by judicious
" feeding" with fresh water. Also, a change has taken place in the
ecallops after a few hours' llOaking. No longer do we find the poor
yellow-oolored small "eye" of the freshly opened scallop, but a beau
tiful white, plump "eye," which at once tempts the purchaser. While
these changes have added to the salable properties of the scallop by
beautifying its appearance and increasing its size, the scallop has lost
much of its sweet flavor and freshness.

Practically every scallop IlOld in the markets or shipped from any
sealloping center is soaked, as the "soaking," if not already done by
the fishermen, is administered by the retail dealers. There are scallopers
who are ready to ship the unllOaked scallops at a proportionate price
the moment the market demands thsm; but the consumer, through ignor
ance, demands the large, nice-appearing "eyes," and thus unwittingly
favors the practice. However, as long as pure water is used and other
sanitary precautions taken, no actual harm may arise from soaking
scallops.

Two methods of swelling scallops are in use. When the scallops
are shipped in kegs, which usually contain 7 gallons, the following
method is applied: 4112 to 5 gallons of "eyes" are placed in each keg,
and are allowed to stand over night in fresh water; in the morning
before shipment more water is added and the keg closed, and by the
time of arrival to the New York or Boston market the scallops have
increased to the full amount of 7 gallons.

The second method of "soaking" is slightly more elaborate. The
eyes are spread evenly in shallow wooden sinks 5 by 3 feet, with just
enough fresh water to cover them, and left over night. In the worning
a milky fluid is drawn off, and the "soaked" scallops are packed for
market in kegs or butter tubs.

(6) SAipment. - The kegs in which the scallops are shipped cost
30 cents apiece, and contain about 7 gallons. A full keg is known
as a "package." The butter tubs are less expensive, but hold only
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4 to 5 gallons. Indeed, anything which will hold scallops for shipment
is used to send them to market.

When the scallops get to the market they are strained and weighed,
9 pounds being considered the weight of a gallon of meats. In this
way about 6 gallons are realized from every 7-gallon keg. With the
improved methods of modern times scallops can be shipped far west
or be held for months in cold storage, for which purpose un80aked
scallops are required. Certain firms have tried this method of keeping
the catch until prices were high, but it has not been especially suc
cessful.

(7) Market. - One of the greatest trials to the scallop fisherman
is the uncertainty of market returns when shipping. He does not
know the price he is to receive; and, as the price depends on the supply
on the market, he may receive high wages or he may get scarcely any
thing. The wholesale market alone can regulate the price, and the
fisherman is powerless. While this is hard on the scalloper, it does
not appear that at the present time anything can be done to remedy
the uncertainty of return. The scallop returns from the New York
market are usually higher than from the Boston market. The result
of this has been to give New York each year the greater part of the
scallop trade, and practically all the Nantucket and Edgartown scallops
are shipped to New York.

Either from a feeling of loyalty, or because the market returns are
sooner forwarded, or because the express charges are less, Cape Cod
still ships to the Boston market, in spite of the better prices ofl'ered
in New York. Why so many Cape scallopers should continue to ship
to Boston, and resist the attractions of better prices, is impossible to
determine, and appears to be only a question of custom.

(8) The Price. - The price of scallops varies with the supply. The
demand is fairly constant, showing a slight but decided increase each
year. On the other hand, the supply is irregular, some years scallops
being plentiful, in other years scarce.

The Maine Of' Deep-sea Scallop. - In the Boston market the shallow
water scallop has a formidable rival in the giant scallop of the Maine
coast, which is nearly twice as large. Nevertheless, the Cape scallop
maintains its superiority and still leads its larger brother in popular
favor, wholesaling at 50 to 70 cents more a gallon. There is no doubt
that this competition has had a tendency to lower the price of the Cape
scallop, possibly accounting for the higher market price in New York.

Outfit of a Scalloper. - While we have traced the scallop from its
capture among the eel-grass to its final disposition, we have not con
sidered the equipment of the scalloper. The average capital invested
in the business can best be summed up under these two heads, - the
boat fisherman and the dory fisherman.



OF MASSACHUSETTS. 91

Boat Fi8h8rmo.n.

Boat, •
Dory, .
Six dredges,
Bope and gear,
Culling board,
Incidentals,
Shanty,

Total,

. $500 00
20 00
25 00
25 00
2 00
3 00

50 00

. $625 00

Dory, .
Oars, •
Pusher,
Shanty,

Total,

$20 00
1 50
2 50

25 00

$49 00

III. The ScaUop Season. - There is considerable diversity of opin
ion among the scallopers as to when the scallop season should open.
Some advocate November 1 as the opening date, instead of October 1,
as the present law reads; and many arguments are put forth by both
sides.

The class of fishermen who desire November 1 are those who are
engaged in other fishing during the month of October, and either have
to give it up or lose the first month of scalloping. Naturally, they wish
a change, putting forth the additional argument of better prices if
the Ile8SOn begins later. The scalloper who is not engaged in other
fishing of course desires the law to remain as it is at the present time,
claiming that the better weather of October gives easier work, more
working days, and allows no chance of loss if the winter is severe.

Under the present law, the town can regulate the opening of its
season to suit the demands of the market and the desire of the in
habitants. This does away with the necessity of any State law on this
point, which, under the present system of town control, would be
inadvisable.

The general opinion of the fishermen is in favor of the present date,
October 1. .As nearly as could be determined, about 75 per cent. favor
October 1 and 25 per cent. November 1. This sentiment is divided by
localities, as more men were in favor of November 1 at Nantucket
and Edgartown than on Cape Cod and Buzzards Bay, where very few
favored a change.

IV. The Utiliaatioft 01 Waste. - While it seems an enormous waste
that out of a bushel of scallops only 2% to 3 quarts of edible meats
are obtained, it is not all absolute loss. Oyster growers buy the shells
for cultch to catch the oyster seed, paying from 3 to 5 cents per bushel.
Other uses are found, such as ornaments and in making shell roads.
The refuse is psed for fish bait, and often barrels of it are salted for
this purpose. It is also used in some places for manure for agricul
tural purposes.

In the last year a new use for scallop shells has developed. Similar
to the souvenir postal card, scallop shells bound together with ribbon
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and containing miniature photographic views have been put on the
market. Three firms near Boston make a busine8ll of this, and use only
the lower or bright valve of the scallop. Certain scallopers furnish
these scallop shells, cleaned of meat, at the rate of $6 per barrel; and,
though it takes considerable time to separate the shells when opening,
the excellent price makes this new industry pay. The question of the
future is to find new and more important uses for our waste sea prod
ucts. Some day what is now waste in the scallop induetry may be
utilized for the benefit of the public.

V. Food Value. - As a food the scallop stands ahead of all the
other shellfish, containing much more nourishment than the oyster. The
following figures are from the tables of Professor Atwater, rearranged
by C. F. Langworthy: 1_
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Oys~l"8, soUds, • - - 88.8 8.1 1.~ 8.8 .9 11.7 ilI6

Oys~l"8, In shell, Bi.8 - 10.~ 1.1 .S .8 .~ 2.8 40

Oysters, canned, - - 8/1.8 7.~ 2.1 8.9 loS U.7 800

Scallops, - - 80.8 U.7 .2 3.~ 1.~ 19.7 MO

80tt clams, In shell, ~.8 - 48.~ ~.8 .8 1.1 1.11 8.0 1811

Soft clams, canned, - - M.II 9.0 loS 2.9 2.S 111.11 270

Quahaugs, removed from - - 80.8 10.8 1.1 11.2 2.S 19.2 S40
shell.

Quahaugs, In shell, 88.8 - 27.8 2.1 .1 1.8 .9 ~.~ 8lI

Quahaugs, canned, - - 88.0 10.~ .8 3.0 2.8 17.0 ll8li

MUSBels, 49.8 - ~2.7 ~.~ .11 2.1 1.0 8.0 140

General average at mol. 80.2 - M.O S.2 .~ 1.8 .9 11.8 100
lusts (exclusive at
canned).

The Laws.

The State laws regulating the fishery were made for the benefit of
the industry and for the preservation of the "seed" scallop, which
is the only requirement necessary for insuring the future supply.

Each town has charge over its scallop fishery, under the general
shellfish act of 1880, which entrusted all regulation of the shellfisheries
to the selectmen of the towns. The town laws governiJ,tg the scallop
fishery are by far the most satisfactory of the shellfish laws of the
towns. Although in many respects beneficial, they have certain dis
advantages.

I United States Depaltment of Agriculture, Farmers' Bulletin 85,1898.
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The main disadvantage of the town laws is found in the jealousy
of neighboring towns. One town may make a law to oppose another
town, and will often injure its own interests thereby. In this conneclion
the condition at Dennis, during the winter of 1904-05, was an instance.
As scallops were remarkably abundant, the town made by-laws in
tended to exclude from its scallop fisheries the residents of other towns.
At the close of the scalloping season, when the ice came, the scallops
were still abundant. The inhabitants of the town thought they could
get the rest next season. They did not know that the scallop does not
live two years. The next year not a single scallop of that set was to
be found; they had died. If other scallopers had been allowed to
go there, thousands of dollars could have been saved, and many scal
lopers given employment. This one case illustrates the disadvantages
of town jealousy; and Dennis is by no means to blame, as it merely
protected itself against the similar restrictions of neighboring Cape
Cod towns.

The town laws which benefit the scallop industry are made each year
according to the condition of the industry. Edgartown and Nantucket
have perhaps the best-governed scallop industries. Laws requiring
lieenses, regulating the opening of the season and restricting at proper
times the catch, so as to get the best market prices instead of over
stocking the market when the prices are low, are to be recommended
on account of their benefit to the scallopers.

History.
In considering the rise of a fl.shing industry, it is often difficult to

state exactly the year when the industry started, as there are differences
of opinion as to how large a fishery should be before it could be justly
considered an industry. The scallop fl.shery has existed for years, but
did not become an established industry of the State before the year
1872. At that time there was hardly any demand for scallops, and the
catch was with difficulty marketed. Since then the market demand
for the scallop has steadily increased, until the supply can hardly meet
the popular demand. It seems almost incredible that the scallop as
an article of food should once have been scorned and practically un
known.

During the years of 1876 and 1877 the industry took a sudden spurt.
At this time the introduction of the dredge on Cape Cod revolutionized
the industry, and made it possible to open up the deep-water fields.
The industry on Cape Cod first started at Hyannis, where a number
of men entered the new business; and for several years the production
increased rapidly, with the opening of new territories and improved
methods of capture. While the natural supply has remained the same
or deelined in certain localities, as has been shown in a previous part
of this report, the value of the industry, in regard to the number of
men engaged and capital invested, has steadily increased.
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BoALLOP PBODU<71'ION I'OB MAsSACHUSm-rS.'

I Bulhew. I Value. I Gallo.... Iper~~OD.Yu••

1879, 10,M2 fll,3U 7,028 10 IiO

1887, n,ll64 38,988 27,978 189

1888, 1l8,188 'S,202 17,«8 2'S

1898, 128,1l83 83,383 83,908 099

1902, 88,lIiO 89,982 ",100 204.

1906, 'S,87!! 118,712 29,m a87.

1 Statiatico taken from the United Statee Fish Commisllion repone.

These figures show that the price of scallops varies greatly, de
pendent largely upon the amount caught that season; also that there
has been, in spite of the irregularity of the catch, a gradual rise in
prices since 1879, due to a more extensive market.

In considering the scallop industry the following points should be
noted: (1) It has been necessary to record as scallop area any grounds
where scallops have ever been found, in spite of the fact that only
a portion of this total area is in anyone year productive. (2) The
boats engaged in the scallop fishery are but transitory capital, which
is utilized, outside of the scallop season, in other fisheries. (3) The
quahaug and scallop fisheries in many towns supplement each other,
as the same men and boats are engaged in both industries. (4) The
length of the season varies in the different localities. In New Bedford
and Fairhaven the scallops are mostly caught in a few weeks, as many
boats enter the business temporarily. This necessarily gives an excess
of invested capital and a small production. In these two towns the
number of scallop licenses are recorded as showing the number of men
engaged in the fishery, while as a fact but a small part of these are
steadily engaged in the industry.
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-I Number BOA"'. EXT.A Do..... Value PRoDUCTIO". 1807-1808. II of ~:nop

of I of Ground.
Men.' Number. I Value. Number. I Value. Gear. GalIou. I~~ _(Acre.):_

, I I •

Barn.table,

Bourne, •

Chal.ham,

DennIs, •

Edgartown,

FaIrhaven,

HarwIch,

Marlon, •

MattapoIsett,

NnntDeket,

New Bedford,

Tisbury,

Wareham, -.

Yarmouth,

Total,

811

38

107

80

89

781

12

44

2'1

99

381

20

43

41

647

23

80

811

9

28

60

7

16

19

47

tB,OOO

111,000

10,660

4,280

8,000

12,lIOO

2,SIiO
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Barnstable.

The principal scalloping grounds of the town of Barnstable are
found in Hyannis bay and at Cotuit. Scallops are said to have once
been abundant in Barnstable harbor, on the north side of Cape Cod.
At the present day the scallop is unknown commercially in this lo
cality, and few are found on the sand fiats of the harbor. A. Howard
Clark, in his report on the fisheries of Massachusetts, in 1880, makes
the following statement concerning this industry in Barnstable har
bor:-

Bcallopll are abundant along the shores ot the harbor, and in 1876 a
party ot men trom Hyannis established themaelves here tor the purpose
of gathering them. In 1877 the price ot seallops declined very greatly,
torcing these men to abandon their enterprise. The fiahery was continued,
however, by two men of Barnstable. In the winter of 1877-78 the latter
shipped 40 half·barrels ot "eyes," and during the winter ot 1878-79 only
6 halt-barrels. They were sent to Boston and New York. .

This furnishes a concrete example of the extinetionof the produc
tive scallop beds in certain localities. The chances are that a severe
winter or other adverse physical conditions killed all the scallops in
the harbor, and rendered impoesible any future supply. Although
Barnstable harbor, with its swift tides, is not suitable for scallops in
all parts, yet there are certain localities where they should thrive. In
no way is it visionary or impoBBible that by the proper transplanting
of young scallops from the waters on the south side of the Cape, these
" seeders" might furnish other generations of scallops, and revive an
extinct industry. At any rate, the chances for SUCceBB in this line look
favorable, and should be carefully considered.

Hyannis. - Although the scallop industry on the north coast of the
town is extinct, it still flourishes as of old on the south coast. The
bulk of the business is carried on here, and nearly all the shipments
are made from this town. The scallop territory comprises 2,700 acres,
in the following localities: (I) Lewis Bay; (2) near Squaw's Island;
(3) Hyannisport harbor; and (4) the shore waters. At Hyannisport
small scallops are taken with "pushers" in the shallow water, while
large scallops are taken by dredging in the other three localities. Scal
lops are found in different parts and in varying abundance each year.
Practically all this territory as outlined on the map is suitable for
scallops.
. Two methods of scalloping are in use at Hyannis: (I) the hand
"pusher," used in shallow water, especially in the harbor at Hyannis
port; (2) dredging. These two methods cover different territories. and
it is poBBible that one year scallops may be found only on the fiats
where it was impoBBible to dredge with a boat, and another year be
all in the deep water where the " pusher" cannot be used. However,
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in most years both methods are in use. The dredge most commonly
used is the " scraper," although the Chatham style is found here. Six
to nine are carried by each boat.

Hyannis claims the distinction of shipping the first Cape Cod seallops
to market. This was in 1874, and was the start of a considerable in
dustry which employed 80 men. There has been more or less sealloping
ever since that time. Ernest Ingersoll, in his report on the sealll)p
fishery of the United States, in 1880, says in reference to scallop fishing
at Hyannis from 1876 to 1878:-

The most northerly locality· at which such a 1lBhery exists, as far as I
am informed, is at Hyannis, Mass., and during the winter of 1877 many
persons of all ages and conditions were employed in it there. One firm
fitted up a large house expre88ly for the busine88; and employed a large
number of openers. Skiffs, cat-rigged yawl boats, dories and puntB, 200

'in number, and of every size, shape, form and color, were used; most
of them were flat bottomed, shaped like a flatiron, and therefore very
.. tendl'r" when afloat. Each boat carried two dredges, locally termed
.. dragB." In that year, according to Mr. F. W. True, each of the 200 boats
averaged 120 bushels, or 100 gallons, during the season, which would give
s total of 24,000 bushels, or 20,000 gallons for the fleet. The scallops were
lK:nt to New York and also to Boston, and an average price of $5 per half
barrel was received. In 1876 the price was $7, and in 1878 only $3.50.
Farther inquiries show that this spurt at Hyannis had no precedent, and
has completely died away, so that at present there is no catch there, or at
least no shipments.

The 1904-05 fishery was very successful, while the season of 1905-06
proved the reverse. The production for 1901H>5 was 1,350 gallons,
valued at $3,200; while the 1906-07 season furnished 1,000 gallons,
worth $2,000. The following notes, made in November, 1905, give the
situation of the industry for that year:-

The sealloping areas this season have been at Squaw's Island and in
Lewis Bay, 'the first locality furnishing the better fishing. By the middle
of November both areas were practically exhausted and the season over.
The production to November 12 was 900 gallons. After that time the
shipments to the Boston and New York markets were small and irregu
lar, in spite of the high price of $3 to $3.50 per gallon.

Cotuit. - In the report of Mr. Ingersoll we find no mention of scal
loping at Cotuit. Either there was none in 1879, or it was too small
to be of any importance. To-day the sealloping is of slight importance,
and practically all is used for home trade. Undoubtedly there has been
but little change in the past twenty-five years. Side by side with the
pigmy seallop industry has grown the oyster industry, which has made
Cotuit famous. Undoubtedly the latter has sapped the strength of the
former by encroaching on its area; but it has always been for the best
interests of the people, as the oyster industry here is far more valuable
than the seallop fishery.
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The grounds of Cotuit are quite small, extending over an irregular
strip of 100 acres. The bottom is mostly muddy, and covered with
patches of eel grass. All the rest of the bay, where the bottom is more
suited for oyster culture, is taken up by grants. This scalloping area,
although small, is free to the scallopers of Osterville, Cotuit, Marston's
Mills and Hyannis, and even where heavily set it is BOon fished out.

In the years previous to 1904--05 exceptionally fine scalloping had
been reported by the fishermen. The season of 1904--05 was excep
tionally poor, and in 1905-Q6 hardly any scallops were obtainable. In
1907 scalloping began October 1, and by December 15 all the boats
were hauled up, as the scallops became too scarce for profitable fishing.
Dredging is the only important method employed in the Cotuit fishery,
although a few scallops were picked up on the flats.

A town law forbidding the capture of scallops for market before
December 1 was passed in 1899. This, nevertheless, permitted any resi
dent of Barnstable, between October 1 and December 1, to catch scallops
for his family use, and for this reason could never be strictly enforced.
In 1907 this law was repealed, as many believed that it was detrimental
rather than helpful to the Cotuit interests, as it gave the Hyannis
scallopers, after they had fished for two months in Hyannis Bay, the
cream of the Cotuit fishery.

BUMHABY OJ' INDUSTRY.

INumber
BOA-TIl. Value PaODOCTIOl<. 1907-08.

TOWN. of INumber.
of

I1IIeu. Value. Gear. GallODL Value.

Hyannis, 16 es,200 8 '200 1,180 '1,(8()

Hyannisport, U 2,800 7 200 100 131

Cotuit, 9 2,000 8 lill 800 Sll8---- ------
Total, . 39 t8,OOO 23 t:l71l 1,Il80 t2,llO'

Bourne.
The villages of Buzzards Bay, Monument Beach and Cataumet share

the scallop fishery of the town of Bourne, and have had during 1907-08
a successful Beason for the first time in eight years.

The available scallop territory of the town covers approximately
3,000 acres, extending from Buttermilk Bay along the whole coast of
the town to Cataumet.

The fishing is mostly done by dredging with cat boats, carrying from
six to ten dredges per boat, although a few scallopers dredge with power.
The dredges are generally of the "scraper" type, with the chain bot
tom, similar to the dredges used at Edgartown. The scallopers both
open their own catch and hire openers to assist them. Thirty boats,
8 carrying 2 men, and 22 with 1 man, totalling 38 men, are cmployed
in the scallop fishery.
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The industry lasted until Jan. 1, 1908, when the boats were hauled
np for winter. The total estimate for the season is 20,000 bushels, or
12,000 gallons (unsoaked), valued at $15,720. The largest daily catch
recorded for one boat was 72 bushels.

The principal market is New York, though part of the catch is sent
to New Bedford. The price varied from $1.15 to $3 per gallon. The
scallopers claim that they do not soak the scallops, as the "eye" is large
enough to sell well without increasing its size. Undoubtedly soaking
is done to some extent. The scallops are large, opening about 3%
quarts per bushel.

Tweh'e hundred dollars are invested in gear and $15,000 in boats,
which vary from $300 to $1,300 in value.

Licenses costing $1 are required by the selectmen of every scalloper.
Here again we find the old tale of the decline of a once prosperous

industry. and new enthusiasm in the success of the 1907--oB season.
The 1906--{)7 season was an improvement over the previous one, when
eight licenses were issued, allowing a maximum of 1,605 bushels to be
taken. In previous years no licenses were given, as there were no
lICallops.

Brewster.

Scalloping at Brewster can hardly be called an industry. Here the
primitin method of picking up the scallops on the exposed flats at
low tide is alone used. The scallops are washed by the heavy seas on
the flats, and can be gathered by men, women and children when the
tide goes down. Somewhere in the deeper water is a bed of scallops,
but in 1905 no one had been able to locate it. In 1905 only one man
made a business of gathering and shipping these scallops. He averaged
2 bushels per tide, going down with a team and carting them to his
house, where he opened them. All shipments were made to Boston,
at an average price of $1.75 to $2. The people pick up many for home
use.

Chatham.

The town of Chatham, situated at the elbow of Cape Cod, possesses
abundant facilities for all the shore fisheries. For the past twenty-five
years the scallop fishery has held almost equal rank with the lobster
and cod fisheries, for which Chatham is noted, and has in many years
furnished employment when other fishing had failed.

Scallops are found only in the southern waters of the town. Between
Inward Point and Harding's Beach many acres of eel-grass flats, shel
tered from the open ocean by Monomoy Island, furnish excellent
grounds for scallops. The entire area of these grounds is approximately
2,000 acres, although this whole territory is never completely stocked
in anyone year. During the season of 1907-08 the following places
constituted the scalloping grounds:-

(1) Island Flats in Stage Harbor, on the east side of the channel,
opposite Harding's Beach, furnished a number of scallops, which
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were rapidly caught the first of the season, as these flats were near the
town. Here the water is not more than 1% to 2 feet deep at low tide,
and thick eel grass covers the greater part except near the channel.
The first of the season a man could obtain 8 bushels per day, but later
a catch of 2 bushels was considered good.

(2) Directly south of Harding's Beach Hes John Perry's flat, com
monly known as "Jerry's," where there has been good scalloping for
many years.

(3) The western half of the Common Flats furnished the best scal
loping in 1907-08, as the scallops, though small (6 pecks to a gallon),
were plentiful. These flats run nearly dry on low course tides, and
are covered with eel grass. Nearly every year there is a hea,J' set of
scallop seed, which, because of the exposed nature of the flats, is
wholly or partially destroyed. The entire set was destroyed in the win
ter of 1904-05, while 30 per cent. was lost in 1906-07.

(4) On the flats just south of Inward Point was another bed of
scallops.

(5) In the bend north of Inward Point scallops were plentiful.
(6) On the northwest edge of the Common Flats scallops can be

dredged over an area of 160 acres at a depth of 5 fathoms. These
are of good size, opening 3% quarts to the bushel.

Two methods of obtaining scallops are employed: (1) by the use
of the" pusher;" and (2) by dredging. As the" pusher" is used on
the flats at low water where the boats cannot sail, the boat man pos
sesses the advantage of "pushing" at low tide and dredging at high
water. Sixty per cent. of the scallopers at Chatham go in dories and
use "pushers," as the Common Flats afford excellent opportunity for
this sort of fishing; the remaining 40 per cent. scallop in boats, using
" pushers" to a limited extent. Four to six box dredges are used for
each boat, the smaller boats carrying four, the larger six.

SUMMARY OF INDUSTRV.

Number of men, .
Dory men (" pushers"),
Boat men (dredgers), .

Number of boats,
Single-manned,
Double-manned,

Value of boats, .
Number of dories,
Value of dories, .
Value of scallop gear for dories,
Value of scallop gear for boats,
Total value of scallop gear,

101
62
45
35
26
9

. $10,650
61

$1,430
135

1,050
1,185

Last season 34,615 gallons, valued at $45.345, were shipped to Boston
and New York. Shipments are made in butter tubs, containing 4 to
6 gallons each.
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The larger scallops in the deep water are from 21;2 to 2%, inches in
length, taking 5 peeks to open a gallon of "eyes." On the flats are
smaller scallops, from 2 to 2* inches in length, of which 6% pecks are
required to make a gallon. About 4,000 gallons were bought in Chat
ham by two dealers, paying $1.30 per gallon; the rest were shipped to
Boston and New York by the individual seallopers, shipments being
made semiweekly to New York. The' scallops were shipped in butter
tubs containing from 4 to 6 gallons, on which the express charges were:
to New York, 65 cents; to Boston, 35 cents. The 1907-08 production
was 20,000 gallons, valued at $40,000.

In 1905-06 practically all the catch were "seed" scallops of the
set of 1905; only about 5 per cent. of the catch were scallops of the
1904 set. Owing to the exceptional cod fishing, only 15 men made a
business of scalloping, going mostly one man to a boat, and averaging
3¥2 bushels per day after the scalloping" struck in," Dee. 1, 1905. The
high priees alone made it profitable to catch these small scallops, which
gave only 3 pints of " eyes" to a bushel of shells, - just one-half the
amount yielded by a bushel of large scallops. The fishermen were all
from South and West Chatham. The entire catch was estimated at
2,800 gallons.

DemHs.
The scallop grounds of Dennis and Ya.rmouth are common property

for the inhabitants of' both towns, while other towns are excluded from
the fishery. The West Dennis scallopers fish mostly on the Yarmouth
flats at the mouth of Parker River, and between Bass and Parker rivers
on the shore flats. There is also scalloping along the shore on the
Dennis grounds. These grounds are for the "pushers." Dredging is
carried on at Dennisport, and the boats cover a wide territory at some
distance from the shore. The town possesses a large area, which either
has scattering scallops or is well stocked one year and barren the next.
Nearly 2,250 seres of available territory is included in the waters of
the town. The flats, which are of sand with thick or scattering eel
~ according to the locality, afford a good bottom for scallops.
Were it not f'or the eel grass, the scallops would perish by being washed
on the shore by sontherly winds.

Thirty men make a business of' scalloping in the town of Dennis, 22
from Dennisport and 8 from West Dennis. At Dennisport scalloping
is prsetieally all done by dredging, while at West Dennis scallops are
all taken by the use of "pushers." At Dennisport 9 boats, 3 sail and
6 cat boats, with power, carrying 18 men, are employed in the business.
Here also are 4 dory scallopers. At West Dennis the scallopers go
mostly in pairs, using only 5 dories.

The dredges used at Dennisport are similar to the Chatham dredge.
At Dennisport the scallopers open the scallops and also employ openers,
while at West Dennis the scallopers do the entire work.

In 1907-08 the production was 2,950 gallons, valued at $3,865. Scal-
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1
lops were shipped to the New York and Boston markets, although the
greater part of the catch went to New York.

The scallops taken at Dennisport are large, opening 3 quarts to
the bushel. At West Dennis, where the fishing is done in the shallow
water, the scallops are somewhat smaller, yielding only 2Y2 quarts to
the bushel.

During the month of November large quantities of scallops were
blown ashore at Dennisport, and it is said that as many as 72 bushels
were gathered by one man in a day.

CAPITAL INVESTED.

Value of boats: 
Sail,
Power,
Dories,

Total,
Value of gear:

Boat,
Dory,

Total,

$1,230
3,000

180

$4,410

350
18

$368

Permits are required for scalloping, but are issued free of charge
by the selectmen. Dennis and Yarmouth have common scallop fishery
rights, the town scallop regulation reading as follows:-

All persons other than the inhabitants of the towns of Dennis and Yar
mouth are prohibited from taking scallops from the shores and waters of
the town of Yarmouth excepting for their family use, and in no case without
a permit.

During the season of 1904-05 there existed off Dennisport one of
the largest beds of scallops ever known in Massachusetts. Not only
was it extensive, but the scallops were very numerous. An enormous
yield was the result, affording great profit to a large number of scal
lopers, and bringing into the town thousands of dollars. It was stated
by the scallopers that when the sca.lloping ceased because of the severe
winter and ice the number of scallops appeared in no way diminished.
During the season the catch averaged over 25 bushels per boat. Pros
pects looked good for the following season, as the fishermen expected
the scallops to live until the next year. Unfortunately, the life of a
scallop is less than two years, and before spring practically the whole
of this laI1!'e bed was dead, - a heavy loss to the fishing interests of
the town and of the State.

In cases like this the exclusion of scallopers from the neighboring
towns, through the present system of town laws, has resulted in severe
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economic and financial loss to the State, as many more scallops could
have been captured without injury to the future supply if more fisher
men had been given an opportunity to enjoy this fishery.

The following season, 1905-06, presented a marked contrast to that
of 19~5. Some adverse conditions had injured the set of 1905,
and as a result there were scarcely any adult scallops. By January 1
the SClBllops of the 1906 set had become large enough in certain locali
ties to permit capture. Owing to the high prices, these scallops, less
than eight months old (" seed" scallops), were profitable to catch,
and the season's catch at Dennisport after January 1 consisted of these
young scallops. At that time the present "seed" scallop law was not
in foree, so the capture of these scallops was entirely legal.

About 6 men were engaged during 1905-06 in scalloping at Dennis
port. The scallops were obtained by dredging in the deeper water. The
average catch was 3 to 4 bushels per day. The 1906--{)7 season was
hardly above the average. At West Dennis 8 men were engaged in
sealloping on the flats with" pushers." The scallops were small, aver
aging about 2 inches in width. It is only once every three or four years
that West Dennis scallops are in the deep water where it is necessary
to dredge them; usually the scallops are found on the shallow-water flats.
The 1907--08 season is the best season the town has had since 1904--05.

Dartmouth.

A few scallops are occasionally found in Slocum's River and other
places, but in no quantity to furnish any commercial fishery.

Eastham.

The scalloping grounds are on the west side of the town, abont half
a mile onto During the season of 1906--{)7, 6 men, working at intervals
during the winter, managed to take a total of 500 bushels from these
flats.

Edgartown.

Edgartown, situated at the eastern end of Martha's Vineyard, pos
sesses extensive scallop grounds, and is one of the leading towns in the
production of this shellfish. This fishery, even more important than
the qnahaug industry, furnishes steady winter employment for a large
number of the inhabitants.

The important grounds are in Cape Poge Pond and in Edgartown
harbor, while occasionally beds of scallops, especially" seed," are found
in Katama Bay. These grounds comprise an area of 2,000 acres, chiefly
of grass bottom.

At Edgartown scalloping is done both with sail and with power boats,
which are generally auxiliary cat boats, though power dories are used
to some extent. All but two of the power boats are doubly manned,
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while the sail boats carry but one man. Eleven sail and 15 power boats,
employing 39 men, are engaged in the fishery.

Two kinds of dredges are used, the "scraper" for scalloping in the
eel grass and the "slider" for clean surface. The depth of water
over the scallop beds is not more than 18 feet, necesaitating 10% fathoms
of rope. The price of a dredge, including rope, is about $3, which is
cheaper than in the Buzzards Bay towns. Each power boat uses six
to eight, which are held out by "spreaders," poles extending from the
sides of the boat, in order that the dredges may cover more ground
and not trail behind one another.

The greater part of the scalloping is done by power, and, in spite
of the extra cost of nearly 90 cents per day, the proportionate increase
makes this method more profitable j it is claimed to increase the catch
about one-third. Scalloping with power necessitates the services of
two men, as one man has to cull while the other steers. At the end
of the "drift" the boat is stopped, and both men cull. With sail,
culling can be done when dredges are overboard. When two men scal
lop, the owner of the boat takes three-fifths while his partner shares
two-fifths of the profit.

Twenty-five to 30 openers prepare the scallop for market during
the afternoons and evenings. These are paid at the rate of 25 cents
per gallon, and average about $1.50 per day, a good opener cutting
out a gallon of "eyes" in an hour. Small scallops open 700 "eyes"
per gallon j the larger ones, 500.

The 1907-08 season was successful, as the scallops were plentiful, the
daily catch per boat running between 5 and 50 bushels. About 17,000
gallons, valued at $22,270, were shipped between' Oct. 1, 1907, and
.April 1, 1908.

Shipments are made mostly to the New York market; a very few to
Boston market. The freight charges on a keg, which weighs about 70
pounds, is 55 cents. In warm weather scallops are sent by express,
-the charges being 80 cents. The scallops are packed in butter tubs
<If large size, averaging from 6 to 7 gallons, and costing 8 cents apiece.
These are obtained second hand from the grocery stores at New Bed
ford. ~he tubs are packed full and closed tightly. By the time the
scallops arrive at market they are reduced in quantity by the jarring,
in warm weather from 7 to 6 gallons, and in cold from 7 to 6%. Re
turns from the market are made in about a week. Scallops can be held
back for better prices three to four days in warm weather, and about
seyen in cold.

CAPITAL INVESTED.

Value of power boats,
Value of sail boats,
Value of gear,

Total, .

$5,250
2,750

550

. $8,550
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By vote of the town, the season for several years has been open one
month later than the State season. Shellfish permits costing $2 are
required of every scalloper. The daily catch for one man is restricted
to 25 bushels.

Edgartown was one of the pioneer towns in the State in the scallop
fishery, and as early as 1875 scallops were shipped to the market. The
industry has maintained a steady supply, and has not shown the great
variation of the Cape and Buzzards Bay fisheries. This is due per
chance to the natural conditions, which render favorable the mainte
nanee of an extensive industry.

The last four seasons have been very successful, as when scallops
were searee the increased price more than made up for the diminished
supply. The 1904-05 season was favorable, but, owing to the severe
winter, fishing ceased about January 1, although scallops were plentiful
both in Cape Poge Pond and Edgartown harbor. In 1905-06 scallops
were found only in Cape Poge Pond, as the previous severe winter
had killed all the harbor "seed." This season was most successful, as
Kantucket and Edgartown, owing to the scarcity of scallops in other
localities, received very high market prices. Scallops were more abun
dant in 1906-07, but the lower prices made the industry less prosperous
than in the previous season.

COMPABISON OP 1879 WITH 1907-08 PRODUCTION.

Gallons, •

Valne, •

I 1878. 1 1807-88.

:I
110O

I
17,000

e2S0 till,Il70

Fairhaven.

Fairhaven possesses, with New Bedford, the scalloping grounds of
the Acushnet River, and in addition a much larger territory around
Sconticut Neck and West Island. The scalloping territory comprises
about 2,500 acres, most of which is unproductive or productive only at
intervals.

The town charges $1 for the license to each scalloper. Seventy-three
licenses were issued in 1906-07. This is a larger number than has been
issued in recent years. The highest number ever issued was RO.

The capital invested is transitory, for the season, as in New Bedford,
usually lasts only three weeks. Possibly $14,000 is invested in this way
in boats and gear.

In a good season as high as 2,000 gallons have been shipped in 8

week. The average season hardly produces this amount in the whole
three weeks. In the season of 1907-08, 1,300 gallons were shipped.
Some years ago the starfish was a source of damage to the fishery, but
of late years it has attracted little notice.
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We find the following account of the scallop fish'ery of Fairhaven
written by A. Howard Clark in 1879:-

Ten boats took 2,100 bushels of scallops in 1880. Fourteen men with 10
boats dredge for seaJlops from the middle ot October to the middle ot
January. Great quantities are found in the Acushnet River, as well as
along the western shore ot the bay. A small dredge, holding about a
bushel, is used. It is made with an oval·shaped iron frame, 31f.l teet in
length. Wire netting is used in the front part and twine at the back.
Small sail boats, each with two men, :fish with from one to twelve of these
dredges in tow, sailing with just enough sheet to allow a slow headway. As
soon as a dredge is :t1l1ed, the men "luff up," haul in, empty, and go on.
These little boats take from 10 to 75 bushels a day. If the breeze be
unfavorable, one man takes the oars while the other tends the dredges.

The amount of production at the present time is about the same,
or even more, than the figures given for 1879. In all other respects
the industry has changed. Five times as many men now work at the
business, while more boats and capital are invested. This looks as if
the industry had improved. The industry as regards the methods of
capture has improved, but the actual production has remained the same.
Now the season lasts barely three weeks, whereas twenty-five years ago
with few men it lasted four months.

Fall Rive,. District. .

No scallop fishery exists in these waters at the present time. In
1879, 800 gallons were taken from this region. This furnishes an ex
cellent illustration of the total decline of the scallop fishery in certain
localities.

Falmouth.
The town of Falmouth cannot be said to support any scallop indus

try of importance. Each year in Squeteague Pond, Wild Harbor, North
I<'almouth and in West Falmouth harbor a few scallops can be found;
but these are used only for limited local consumption, and usually are
very scarce. Scallops are occasionally present in small quantities in
Waquoit Bay.

Harwich.
The scallop territory of Harwich covers an extensive area on the

south side of the town, and in some places extends for a distance of
from 2 to 3 miles out from shore. Usually the scallops are found, as
in the last seaaon (1907--oR), outside the bar, at a distance of 3 miles
from shore, where they can be taken only by dredging from sail or
power boats. The intervening- body of water sometimes contains a few
scallops in a quantity to make a commercial fishery. The total area
of the scallop grounds is about 3,200 acres. The bottom is mostly
sandy, with patches of eel grass.

All the scallops are caught by dredging-, as the water is too deep for
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any other method. Twelve men were engaged in the fishery during the
1907-68 season. The boats, 7 in number, consisted of 3 power and
4 sail; 5 were manned by 2 men, 2 were sailed singly.. The dredges
used here are the same style as the Chatham dredge.

The 1907-08 production was 2,170 gallons, valued at $2,843. The
scallops were shipped to the Boston and New York markets, the greater
part being shipped to New York, at an average price of $1.30 per
gallon. The scallops taken in 1907-08 were large, opening 3th quarts
to the bushel.

CAPITAL lNVBSTED.

Value of boats,
Value of gear,
Value of shore property,

Total, .

$2,350
280
400

. $3,030

For the last two years there has been practically no scallop fishery.
The 1904-05 season was the last successful season, when the large bed
of scallops was found off Dennis. The 1907-08 season, however, has
been fairly good, and it is thought that the following year may he as
suceessful.

Marion.

Marion was included in the general revival of the scallop fishery
which came to Buzzards Bay during the past season of 1907-08, and
for the first time in eight years has had a successful scallop season.

The scallop grounds of the town extend over an area of 1,500 acres,
situated on both sides of Great Neck, and extending from the Ware
ham line to Aucoot Cove.

All scalloping is done by dredging. The fishery can be divided into
two classes: (1) the boat fishery; (2) the skiff fishery. Under the
first class comes the cat boat and sloop, carrying six dredges; while
the second class consists of the small sail skiffs, with one dredge. The
skift' sealloper rows or sails, as the wind permits, and with his one
dredge makes an average catch of 3 bushels per day. Forty-four men,
tlSing 16 sail and power boats and 24 skiffs are engaged in the fishery.
The business likewise requires the services of nearly 24 openers.

About two-thirds of the dredges are of the "scraper" type, with
ehain netting; the rest "sliders," with loose blades. A very few
" lllller" or "lead" dredges are used.

The production for 1907-08 was 7,000 gallons, valued at $9,170.
The scallops were mostly sent to the New Bedford market. The scal
lops are of two sizes: the smaller, which are taken in the shallow water,
open only 2th quarts per bushel, while in the deeper water the larger
seallops yield about 3th quarts. The rest of the body of the scallop.
after the removal of the eye, is saved for bait at Marion, the sCallOpE'l'
receiving 30 cents per bucket.
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Value of boats,
Value of skiffs,
Value of gear,

Total, .

THE MOLLUSK FISHERIES

CAPITAL INVESTED.

$5,300
250
580

. *6,130

The three towns of Marion, Mattapoisett and Rochester have common
fishery rights, as all three were included in the original town of Roches
ter. In 1852 Marion became an independent town, and in 1857 Matta
poisett was likewise separated from Rochester. Until 1893 Marion and
Mattapoisett had separate fishery rights, Rochester having mutual rights
with both. Since then the fishery of these towns has been common to all
three. Every scalloper is required to have a permit, the boatmen pay
ing $2, the skiff scallopers $1, respectively.

The scallop industry supplanted the waning oyster industry at Marion
some twelve years ago, and for a time it fiourished greatly. The abun
dance of scallops and extent of the grounds furnish excellent scalloping.
After a few very successful years the industry suddenly died out and
became practically extinct. The direct cause is claimed by the scal
lopers to have been the starfish, which came in the harbor in great
abundance at the time of the decline of the industry. Up to this
season but little scalloping had been done for several 'years, and not
a single permit was issued for the season of 1906-07.

Mashpee.

The scallop territory of Mashpee lies in the Popponesset River and
Bay, comprising at most 200 acres. For the last six years there has
been no scallop industry in the town. A few scallops are occasionally
taken for home consumption.

Mattapoisett.

The scallop territory of Mattapoisett, comprising an area of 1,200
acres, much of which is open and exposed, is in general confined to the
following localities: Nasketucket Bay, Brant Bay, Brant Island Cove,
Mattapoisett harbor, Pine Neck Cove and Aucoot Cove. The location
and extent of these grounds are indicated on Map R.

SUMMARY 0'" INDUSTRY.

Number of men, .
Number of boats:

Sail,
Power, .

Total,
Boats, how manned:

Single, •
Double,

13
6

19

18
S



OF MASSACHUSETTS. 109

Dredging is the only method of scalloping used in Mattapoisett.
Small eat boats and a few power boats are employed in the fishery.
The "roller" dredge is the most popular style with the Mattapoisett
seallopers, who claim that on the uneven bottom this dredge is the most
successful. This town is the only locality in the State where this kind
of dredge is used. The cost of a dredge completely rigged with rope,
which is often 15 fathoms long, is $4.50, and 8 to 10 dredges are used
for each boat.

During the 1907-{)8 season the production was 5,000 gallons, valued
at $6,550. These were mostly marketed at New Bedford, where they
were purchased unsoaked by the New Bedford Fish Company. At the
first part of the season it was not uncommon for a boat to catch 25
bushels per day, but as the season progressed the size of the catch
gradually diminished. The scallops were large, opening 3 quarts to
the bushel.

CAPITAL INVJ:STJ:D.

Value of boats,
Value of gear,

Total, .

. $6,900
760

• $7,660

The scallop industry at Mattapoisett, though once important, was
extinct for several years. The present season has shown a revival, and
the industry has again assumed a commercial value.

Nantucket.
Nantucket is one of the leading towns of the State in the scallop

fishery. The grounds lie both in Nantucket harbor and in Maddequet
harbor on the west end of the island. The former of these is the larger
and more important, as the fishery is near the town. When the
scallops become scarce in Nantucket harbor, the scallopers adjourn
to the fresher beds of Maddequet. Nantucket harbor contains approxi
mately 3,000 acres of scallop territory; Maddequet and Muskeget, 1,500
acres.

Practically all the scalloping is done by dredging from sail boats,
employing about 99 men in the fishery. The dredges are of the" slider"
and the " scraper" types, the iron frames of which cost $1.50 and the
netting bags 30 cents. From 6 to 10 of these are used per boat, and
are dragged by 7 fathoms of 15-thread rope. Five regular openers are
hired, who receive from 20 to 25 cents per gallon, according to the size
of the scallops. A few scallops are taken in the shallow water by
the dory fishermen with" pushers," which are locally known as " scoops."
These differ from the Cape Cod "pusher," being more rounded and
smaller in size.
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SUKlU.BY 01' INDUSTRY.

Number of boats:
Power,
Sail,
Dories,

Boats, how manned: 
Single, .
Double,
Single dories,

In 1906-07 the produetion was 9,820 gallons, valued at $12,875.

10
37
20

15
32
20

IlHJ'7-08.1 Gal1ooa.

I
Price Iper Gallon. Valo••

QctolJer, 2,689 'I !Ill ea,2Il8 76

NovemlJer, . 4,160 100 4,160 00

DeeemlJer, • 6,480 100 6,480 00

Jannary, 6,910 160 8,86li 00

Febroary, • 980 200 1,IIllO 00

March, 1,146 260 2,86li 00
----

Total, 20,245 '181 '26,Mll 76

I Return of Speoial Al;eot William C. Dunham.

Shipments were made by express to New York and Boston, the
charges to New York being 95 cents, to Boston 55 cents per keg. The
greater part was shipped to New York market. The scallops were
shipped mostly in 7-gallon kegs, which cost 33 cents apiece. About
30 New York and 20 Boston firms receive shipments from the Nan
tucket scallopers.

Two kinds of scallops, the large It channel" and the small or "eel
grass," are obtained. The small scallops are more numerous than the
large, but are naturally less desirable.

CAPITAL INVESTED.

Value of power boats,
Value of Mil boats,
Value of dories,
Value of gear,

Total, .

$4,000
9,250

500
700

••14,450

Of late years the scallopers have taken an interest in protecting the
scallop. Many scallopers when fishing in shallow water "cull ont"
the small "seed" scallops, and, instead of returning them to tbe shallow
water, transplant them to the deep water of the channel, where they
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are not only protected in case of severe winter, but produce a larger
scallop the following year. This is the only attempt at protecting
the scallop eyer made in Massachusetts, and shows how important the
industry is to the town.

For the two seasons previous to 1907-08 every scalloper was required
to haye a license. In 1905-06 the price was 50 cents, while the follow
ing year, 1906-07, 190 licenses, costing $1 each, were taken out. No
licenses were required in 1907-08. Special by-laws, either limiting
the catch or enforcing a close season to meet the demands of the fishery,
are made by the town each year.

Scallops have been always plentiful, but fifty-five years ago they
were not caught, as they were considered poisonous. The present in
dustry started in 1883, and since that time, in spite of its ups and
downs, it has remained a constant source of revenue to the island.
Notwithstanding a scarcity of scallops, the high prices of 1905-06
enabled the fishermen to have a fairly successful season. Both the
1906-07 and the 1907-08 seasons have been very prosperous, as scal
lops have been plentiful.

New Bedford.

The scallop industry at New Bedford has been in existence since
about 1870, and has furnished a livelihood for an ayerage of 15 men
ever since. Of late years the industry has shown a marked decline.

In 1879 A. Howard Clark says: -

Scallops are plentiful in the Acushnet River, and large quantities are
taken with dredges from October through the winter. The business of late
years has greatly increased.

About the same time Ernest Ingersoll also writes:-

In tbe Acushnet River and all along tbe western shore of Buzzards Bay
thl'lle little mollusks abound, and their catching has come to be of con
siderable importance in that locality. Mr. W. A. Wilcox, wbo sends me
Dotes on tbe subject, says tbat it is only eighteen years ago that a fisher
man of Fairhaven (opposite New Bedford) was unable to sell 5 gallons
that be had caught. Bnt the taste has been acquired, and a local market
has grown up to important proportions, 80 that in 1880 14 men and 10
small boats (dories) were dredging for scallops in Buzzards Bay from
the middle of October to the middle of January. Mr. Wilcox says: "Tbese
5DUll1 boats will take from 10 to 75 bushels a day." Tbese men are not
willing to work every day, bowever, since tbe tautog and other fishing calls
their attention, and tbere is danger of overstocking the market. It there
fore happens that the total catch reported for both New Bedford and
Pairbaven men will not exceed 6,400 gallons, valued at $3,864, 60 cents
being a fair price in this and the Boston market. The value of the invest
ment devoted to this business at Fairhaven is about $120.

The scallop industry of 1907 cann<;>t be compared with that of former
years. The amount of scallops taken is not one-third of the former
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production. More men are engaged in the business than twenty~fi"ve

years ago, but the beds are raked clean in a shorter time. The annual
yield has sadly fallen off, in spite of improved methods of capture and
increased number of fishermen. This decline cannot here be attributed
to either of the natural enemies of the scallop, as neither the starfish
nor oyster drill are abundant. Severe climatic conditions and over
fishing by man are the direct causes of this decline.

The scallop area of New Bedford comprises approximately 400 acres,
principally in the Acushnet River and in Clark's Cove.

In 1906-07, 38 licenses were issued by the city for scalloping. This
is a marked decrease over former years. Probably not all these men
fish regularly. In the last few years the season has been rather short,
lasting' between three and four weeks, as the scallops were practically
all caught in that time.

The capital required for the business, consisting of cat boats, skiffs.
dredges, shanties, etc., amounts to about $5,600; but this is merely
transient, and is only employed for three or four weeks, and then de
voted to other fisheries.

ANNUAL PBoDUCTIO~.

y ..... BulheJa. GalloDa. V&lue.

lllM-06, 1,000 1,000 tll,OOO

190&-07, 1,200 1,200 8,000

lllO7-ll8, 700 700 917

All scalloping is done by dredging from either cat boats or dories.
Since 1879 improvements have been made, and cat boats instead of
dories, each manned by one man with six dredges, now do the work
once wholly performed, as Ingersoll says, by dories. All the scallop
ing takes place in deep water.

When the law of 1905 made the Acushnet River and Clark's Cove
forbidden shellfish territory, because of the sewage pollution of the
harbor, the capture of scallops in season was still allowed. This was
based on the principle that there is no danger in eating the clean
" eye" of the scallop, although as a matter of fact there is actual
danger of typhoid infection to those handling anything from sewage
polluted waters.

The following notes were made Nov. 21, 1905, upon the fishery of that
year:-

At the opening of the season a bed of scallops was discovered just
outside the harbor beyond the light. Twenty-five boats set to work
immediately, but there was not a sufficient supply of scallops to keep
them long employed, and one by one they dropped out, until by No
vember 21 only two or three boats were still engaged in the fishery.
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The scallops of this year were of large size, 2% to 2%. inches, and
turned out a gallon of " eyes" per bushel, - an excellent yield, 88 the
average seallops only shuck out 2% to 3 quarts to a bushel'of sheIls.
If a man could obtain a gallon per day by November 21 he was lucky,
and owing to the high retail price, he made a fair day's wages.

Orleatts.

On the flats about lf2 to 1 mile from the west shore scallops are
oecasionally found. Six years ago there was a fairly good season, but
since that tiIne there have been very few scallops, and these are taken
only for hOIne consumption. .

Provincetown.

Scallops are obtained on the flats in the east bend of the harbor
toward the Truro shore, where they are blown by a southwest wind.
Evidently there must be a bed of scallops in the deep water from
which the scallops are washed on the flats. In 1905-06 from 2 to 6
men were engaged in picking up these scallops and retailing them for
bome trade. About 1894 or 1895 scallops were numerous, and it was
not uncommon for a man to pick up 5 bushels on the flats at one tide.
Since 1900 but few scallops have been found.,

Tisbury.

The scalloping grounds of Tisbury are in the harbor at Vineyard
Haven. Only Vineyard Haven fishermen make a business of scallop
ing here. The sea1lop grounds comprise an area of 800 acres.

Most of the sea1lops are obtained by dredging from eat boats, which
are nearly all equipped with power. With two exceptions the boats
are singly manned. Fourteen men go in 8 boats, using from six to
eight dredges per boat. Six men scallop in skiffs, using one dredge.
The dredges are similar to those used at Edgartown.

During the season of 1907-08, 3,000 gallons of scallops, valued at
$3,930 were captured. .The fishermen ship chiefly to the New York
market. The scallops are of an exceptionally large size, opening, it
is said, 4 quarts to the bushel. The proportionate size of the "eye"
to the shell is much greater than with the ordinary scallop.

CAPITAL INnSTE!>.

Value of boats,
Value of skiffs,
Value of gear,

Total, .

$:1,000
90

300

. $3,390

No licenses or permits are required for scalloping. The last season
(1907-08) is the second season that scallops have been abundant in this
locality.
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Wareham.

Situated at the head of Buzzards Bay, the town of Wareham pos
sesses a considerable water area which is suitable for scallops. The
entire territory, embracing approximately 2,500 acres, extends in a
southwesterly direction from Peter's Neck, including Onset Bay, to
Abiel's Buoy and from there to Weweantit River. Scallops are also
found in the Wareham River. Scallops are mostly found in the deeper
water, which makes dredging the only profitable method of scalloping
in this locality. .

Scalloping is practically all done by. dredging either from sail or
power boats, only 3 power boats being in use during the 1907-08 sea
son. Three men from the village of Wareham use "pushers," but the
yield from this style of fishing is very small. The style of dredge in
most common use is the "scraper." This year the price paid for the
frame of the dredge is $3.50. These dredges have the blade set down
ward firmly, and have a chain bottom of iron rings. The usual number
per boat is eight, but at Onset any number from four to fourteen are
used, according to the size of the boat and the individual choice of the
scalloper. Nearly all the boats are cat boats, averaging in value about
$300.

About 30 regular openers have been engaged off and on by the scal
lopers. When the catch was large at the first of the season more
openers were engaged, - often as many as 3 to a scalloper. One
tenth of the number are women.

BUKJlABY op INDUSTRY.

Number of scallopers,
Number of boats: 

Power,
Sail,

Total,

45

3
33

36

The quantity of scallops taken during 1907-08 was approximately
10,000 bushels, valued at $13,100. During October the catch was about
15 bushels per day for the average scalloper, but later became con
siderably less. The greater part of the scallops were sold to the New
Bedford Fish Company, the representatives of which bought them
unsoaked from the fishermen. Certain of the fishermen, however, pre
ferred to ship their catch to the Boston and New York markets.

CAPITAL INVESTED.

Value of boats, .
Value of gear, .
Value of shore property,

Total•.

. $10,800
1,300
7,000

. $19,100
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No permits were issued in 1907~8. Previous to this year, permits
were required from every scalloper. Wareham has a fish committee,
the duty of which is to enforce the fish laws.

The first scalloping started in Wareham in 1879, when several boats
from New Bedford commenced dredging in Wareham waters. From
that time the industry rapidly developed, until it 88liumed considerable
importance as a winter occupation. Since 1899 the industry has been
practically dead until the present season of 1907~8. The Wareham
seallopers to a man attribute this decline to the inroads of the destruc
tive starfish. While the scallops have been 80 exterminated that no
profitable fishery has been conducted the last seven years, they have
not been wholly extinct, as a few could be found each year. Lately
the number has been increasing, until in 1907~8 the season was very
profitable. In connection with this it is said that the starfish were less
numerous than usual. The prospects of another good season in 190~9
are excellent, as II seed JJ scallops are said to be plentiful in many places,
espeeially in the deep water, which furnishes protection in case of a
severe winter.

Wellfleet.

At the present time in Wellfleet Bay there is no commercial scallop
fishery, although scattering scallops are found in various parts of
the harbor.

Yarmouth.
The scallop grounds of Yarmouth are on the 80uth side of the town,

on the flats which border the shore from Bass River to Lewis Bay.
Part of the waters of Lewis Bay belong to the town of Yarmouth,
and scallops are found over all this territory. The nature of the bot
tom is the same as at Dennis and Barnstable. The total area of scallop
territory is estimated at 2,250 acres. The scallop grounds of Dennis
are open to Yarmouth scallopers.

Both dredges and II pushers" are employed in the scallop fishery of
the town. The method depends upon the location of the scallops,
whether in shallow or deep water, as well as the means of the individual
seallopers. Both ·the Chatham dredge and the II scraper JJ are used.
Forty-one men were engaged in the 1907~8 fishery, using 15 boats and
ten dories.

The production for 1907-08 was 8,000 gallons, valued at $10,480.
Scallops were shipped to New York and Boston markets.

CAPITAL INVJ:8TED.

Value of boats,
Value of dories,
Value of gear,

Total, .

$3,750
200
475

. $4,425
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The same laws as were quoted for Dennis, the two towns having
common fishery rights.

The 1904-{)5 season was prosperous, as Yarmouth scallopers had the
privilege of scalloping in the large bed off Dennis. The two following
years were very poor, and even the last season has not been up to the. .
average.

OYSTER (Ostrea Virginiana).

Introduction.

RESOLVES OJ' 1905, CHAPTER 73.

Resolved, That the commissioners on fisheries and game ue hereby
authorized and directed to make a biological investigation and report 88

to the best methods, conditions and localities for the propagation of oysters
under the conditions found in Massachusetts waters. The commissioners
may expend for the purposes of this resolve a sum not exceeding five hun
dred dollars a year for a period of three years.

As authorized by the above act, the Commissioners on Fisheries and
Game have conducted experiments of a biological nature upon the
oyster. At the start of the investigations, for a proper understanding
of the various conditions in the different localities, it was necessary to
make a survey of the oyster industry of the State. Recently this survey
has been supplemented by sending printed questions to the oystermen,
and the whole put in the form of a report, which gives an account of
the industry. This first report on the oyster is merely a broad survey
of the whole industry of the State, and is preliminary to future reports
of a more scientific character.

The Need of a Survey. - In 1879 Mr. Ernest Ingersoll, in his 14 Mon
ograph on the Oyster,'" gave an excellent account of the oyster industry
of Massachusetts. Since that time no complete account, either statisti
calor biological, has been written. Meanwhile, the oyster industry
of the State, owing to its steady improvement, has changed in the past
twenty-eight years, and what was true of 1879 is not true of 1907.
Not only have localities changed and new areas been opened up, but
also the whole industry has expanded through the enterprise and busi
ness ability of the oystermen, and to-day Massachusetts possesses an
oyster fishery which more than doubles the production of 1879. Thus
a survey of this fishery, by comparison with that of 1879, shows the
changes that have taken place, and gives some idea of the growth of
the industry.

It is hoped that this report will furnish sufficient data to give actual
knowledge of the conditions of oyster culture in the State, show the
success of this industry, and indicate what is essential for its future
improvement. It is necessary, in view of the conflict between the qUll-

I The Oyster Industry in the United States. T~nth C~nsus of th~ United States.
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haug and oyster fisheries, that the public understand the exact situation,
and this is possible only through a published account of each industry.

Scope of the Report. - The object of the report is to furnish infor
mation which will be of value both to the oysterman and to the con
sumer. Primarily the report is for the oysterman, showing the extent of
the industry in his own locality and in other parts of the coast, where
perhaps he is unacquainted with the conditions. While exact facts are
presented for the benefit of the oysterman, this report at the same time
tries to give a general description of the industry for the consumer, who
perhaps knows nothing of the oyster except as an article of food.

The first part of the report has been arranged under the following
headings: (1) the natural oyster beds; (2) results of the survey; (3)
history of the industry; (4) the oyster laws; (5) the oyster industry;
(6) general statistics. The second part considers separately the in
dustry of each town or section.

Methods of Work. - The statistical figures for the oyster industry
are reasonably complete as the oyster fishery is on a more systematic
business basis than any of the other shellfisheries. Nevertheless, on cer
tain points it was impossible to obtain absolutely correct information, as,
for instance, the area of grants, since no survey is made of the grants
when leased, and the oysterman himself does not know the exact area of
his granted territory. Thus an estimate has to be made by each oyster
man of his granted area, and, while this is approximately correct, it
csnnot be considered as absolutely true.

The statistical returns were compiled by sending to each oysterman
in the State a blank form, containing a series of questions, with the
request that he would co-operate with the commission by answering.
Many oystermen responded with complete answers, thus permitting the
eommission, throu/th their aid. to publish an extended report on the
oyster fishery. However, it was found impossible to obtain complete
information from several towns, as a number of oystermen neglected
to return these blanks. The return of each oysterman is filed at the
office of the Commission on Fisheries and Game, and only the total
for each town is published, thus treating as confidential the private
business of individuals. The commission expresses a most cordial
acknowledgment to the oystermen for their co-operation in this matter.

The other parts of the report were obtained by personal inspection
of the oyster beds as to their biological conditions, by means of town
reeords. and interviews with the oystermen. Town records, which
should have given the location, number and areas of the grants, proved
nearly worthless in most cases, owing to incompleteness, loss and con
fusion. Owing to the frequent change in selectmen, little if any infor
mation could be obtained from this source, as the new selectmen were
generally unacquainted with the work of their predecessors concerning
the leasing of oyster grants. The grants were often incompletely de
scribed, bounds uncertain and the acreage unknown.
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The interviews with the individual oystermen furnished more and
better information both in regard to the present condition of the indus
try and the general history for each town.

Personal inspection of the oyster grounds was made, the biological
conditions noted and the area of the grants plotted on the accompany
ing maps. Not all these grants are worked, and parts of the cultivated
grants are unfit for oyster raising. The charted area includes all
grants, cultivated or uncultivated.

In reviewing the history of the industry, information was obtained
from town records, oystermen who had been in the business for years,
and various newspapers and periodicals. For a comparison of the
oyster industry of 1879 and 1907 the excellent report of Mr. Ernest
Ingersoll upon the "Oyster Industry," published in the tenth census
of the United States, was used for comparison, and in many places
directly quoted. Were it not for this work and the report of A. Howard
Clark on the "Fisheries of Massachusetts," it would have been impos
sible to draw any reliable comparison with the oyster industry of
twenty-eight years ago.

Massachusetts as an Oyster State. - Massachusetts is perhaps not so
well adapted for oyster culture as it is for clam or quahaug farming,
and does not equal other seacoast States in the extent of its oyster
industry. Nevertheless, the oyster industry is on a much firmer footing
than the other shellfisheries, and is an important adjunct to the wealth
of the southern Massachusetts towns.

All the oyster grants, except in the toWDB of Wellfleet, Eastham and
Orleans, are found south of Cape Cod, as the southern shore of Massa
chusetts alone is adapted for the oyster industry. Along the south side
of Cape Cod and in Buzzards Bay the numerous inlets and estuaries
afford with their brackish water excellent ground for the cultivation of
this bivalve, and many acres which otherwise would be barren have been
made productive through the grant system; while the shores of Massa
chusetts which adjoin the waters of Narragansett Bay possess, in the
Taunton, Cole and Lee's rivers, excellent waters for the growth of seed
oysters. Thus Massachusetts possesses good facilities for oyster culture,
which are capable of a far greater expansion than present conditions
indicate.

However well developed the oyster industry is at present, there is
plenty of room for improvement. It is the consensus of opinion among
the oystermen that the business is developing every year, - a fact
that speaks well for its future. Improvements in the oyster industry
can arise in three ways: (1) investment of more capital in the business,
which will allow more extensive operations; (2) more intensive culti
vation of the present gronnds; (3) the opening of new areas for oyster
culture and the utilization of waters at present useless. Everything
indicates that the oyster industry will take advantage of opportunities
as soon as they are given.
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TAB Oyster Grant System. - Oyster culture in Massachusetts is the
logical result of the failure of the natural oyster beds. When these
beds became destitute of oysters through overfishing, it was necessary
that means should be used to perpetuate the stock. Oyster planting
had been successfully carried on in the States south of Massachusetts,
and it was merely a question of experiment whether the oyster would
respond to the same methods in Massachusetts. Thus oyster culture
arose in this State at first as an experiment, later as an established
industry. Grants were given, as through this way only could oyster
planting become a success, and the "free fishery" people were forced
to bow to public opinion, which decreed that grants should be leased.
Thus oyster grants arose from necessity, as in no other way could
Massachusetts preserve her oyster supply.

The system of oyster grants and oyster culture, in spite of its many
failings, has shown what can be done to preserve and increase a natural
shellfish industry if the proper methods are used. Planted beds have
furnished enough spawn to maintain the natural beds, which would
have long ago been depleted through the inroads of overfl.shing. They
ha",e preserved a fishery which would have disappeared almost com
pletely, and established a better and more extensive industry, not only
benefiting the oystermen, but also those indirectly associated with the
business, sueh as teamsters, transportation companies, etc.

in the following report various abuses of the present system of
oyster culture will be enumerated, and it is only necessary to state
that many evils must be eliminated before the oyster industry can
obtain its maximum expansion. Such evils as town politics, disputes
with quahaugers, etc., will have to be remedied. The greatest obstacle
which now checks the oyster industry is the lack of protection. Until
complete protection is given to the oysterman, the industry will never
attain to its full development. The removal of the abuses by the or
ganization of the oyster industry of the State under a unified system
is the best way to secure proper regulation and improvement of the
oyster industry.

The Natural Oyster Beds.

While there has been much discussion whether oysters were ever
native in Massachusetts Bay, or merely the result of southern" plants,"
the consensus of opinion is that there were natural oyster beds in
existence when the first settlers came to this coast. Not only do his
torical records show this, but the remains of the natural beds at the
present time indicate that oysters have existed for centuries. Thus
there seems to be no reasonable doubt that the northern coast of Massa
ehusetts, as well as the southern, once possessed extensive natural oyster
beds.

I. Location of the Natural Oyster Beds. - (1) Park,r River. - A
DAturaI bed of oysters once existed in the Parker River at Newbury,
and even fifty years ago it is said that oysters could still be obtained
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from this natural bed. About 1882 the experiment of fattening oysters
for market was made, and many bushels were bedded on the flats during
the summer by an oyster firm at Newbury. These oysters not only
grew well, but threw considerable spawn, furnishing a good set in the
river. Oyster raising was then tried, but the result was a failure, as
the oysters which were planted in too shallow water were killed during
the winter.

(2) Mystic and Charles Rivers. - Mr. Ernest Ingersoll states that:
.. In 1634 William Wood, in his 'New England's Prospect,' speaks of
'a great oyster bank' in Charles River, and another in the' Mysticke,'
each of which obstructed the navigation of its river." He locates the
Charles River beds as either off Cambridgeport or near the site of the
Boston Museum of Natural History.

Dr. G. W. Field, chairman of this department, in his report in 1902
as biologist to the Charles River Dam Commission, makes the following
statement about the Charles River oyster:-

The oyster (OstTea), formerly abundant, is no longer living, and, from
what indications I have been able to gather, probably became extinct
within twenty-five years. Their dead shells are brought up by dredging
operations. Their peculiar elongated shape is the result of growth being
concentrated at the upper end, as a result of their closely crowded· position
in the bed, or of an attempt to keep the opening above the accumulatipg
mud, and thus avoid being smothered. The fact that there are few signs of
small "seed oysters" tends to prove that the bottom was so muddy that
they found few places to "set." From the elongated shape of the shells
may be inferred that the amount of sedimentation going on in that particu
lar region was rapid during the life of the group of oysters whose shells are
to be found in quantities in the material dredged· between Harvard and
Brookline bridges. This sediment need not necessarily have been sand or
clay, or any material which is persistent, but it might have been 1l.occulent
organic dlibris, which remained but a short time and left little or no evi
dence, beyond its eft'ect upon the shape of the oyster shells.

In the above account Dr. Field not only locates the original oyster
beds of Charles River, but also furnishes evidence which indicates the
cause of their extinction, i.e., the debris and sewage, or waite pOiSOI1()UIl,
polluting materials, of a large (Oity emptying into the river. This is not
<Jnly true of the Charles, but also of the Mystic and Taunton river beds,
which have been destroyed in like manner.

(3) Mr. Ernest Ingersoll, in his report on the" Oyster Industry of
the United States," in 1880 mentions that natural oyster beds were once
at Weymouth, Ipswich, Barnstable and Rowley. Nothing further can
be learned concerning' these places.

(4) Wellfleet. - An extensive oyster bed was found at Wellfleet Bay,
which not only furnished a sufficient supply for the first settlers, but
enabled the inhabitants of Wellfleet to carry on a considerable trade by
shipping them to Boston and other ports, until it was flnally destroyed
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in 1775. Its destruction was due to overfishing and the utilization of
the shells for lime, which soon destroyed the natural bar.

(5) Chatham. - A natural oyster bed once existed in the Oyster
Pond, but no trace of it now remains.

(6) Harwich. - Herring River in the town of Harwich still pos
sesses the remnants of a. natural oyster bed, as occasionally a few
oysters can be gathered along its banks. This bed once comprised a
stretch of three-quarters of a mile along the river.

(7) Yarmouth. - The town of Yarmouth once possessed a natural
oyster bed in Mill Creek, but this was fished out by 1895 and then
granted for oyster culture,

(8) Barnstable. - There is a natural oyster bed at Centreville.
(9) Martha's Vineyard. ---: Native oysters are said to have existed in

the brackish ponds on the south side of the island; a few are found
there at the present time.

(10) Falmouth. - A few native oysters are to be found in the salt
po~ds on the BOuth coast of the town. In Squeteague Pond and Wild
Harbor oysters were once native.

Buzzards Bay comprises the best natural oyster territory in the
State. At the present time the natural oyster industry has been sup
planted by oyster culture, which gradually took the place of the de
clining Datural oyster fishery. While natural beds still exist to BOme
extent, they are, to all practical purposes, extinct. Where once there
were extensive areas, now' there are only scattering oysters. In many
eases the beds have been so completely destroyed that the ground has
been granted for oyster culture. That Buzzards Bay is a "natural set
area" can be readily seen by the amount of "seed oysters" that are
caught by the oystermen who plant shells for the purpose.

(11) Bourne. - (a) Red Brook Harbor. - In 1879 Ernest Ingersoll
88YS:-

On the southern shore of this harbor, about a mile from its head, exists
a living bed of natural oysters some 7 acres in extent, under the protection
of the town for public benefit. The oysters growing on it are reported to
be large, but not of extraordinary size, scalloped and roundish, differing in
no respect from aged oysters grown after transplanting to another part of
the bay.

In 1907 this natural bed had been reduced to 3 acres, and the unpro
dueti\"'e part granted. .

(b) Barlow River.- In 1873 an act was passed to protect the oyste!'
fishery in Barlow River, by ordering a closed season of one and one
half years. The passage of this act shows that a natural bed of im
portanee existed in this river, and that even in 1873 the effects of over
fishing were apparent. At the present time there are but few native
oysters in Barlow River, or, as it is sometimes called, Pocasset River.

(e) Jf01lummt River. - A natural bed also existed in Monument
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River, which became so depleted that about 1875 the river was sun"eyed
and divided into small grants.

(12) War,ham. - (a) Wareham River. - Katural oysters are found
in the Wareham or Agawam River, which has been one of the most
productive natural beds in the State, and still furnishes a scant living
for two or three men. In view of the overflshing, it is surprising that
any of the natural oysters have survived, except on reserved areas of
the town, which are opened every three or seven years for the capture
of " seed."

(b) Weweantit River. - The Weweantit River, which lies between
the towns of Wareham and Marion, has a larger and better natural
oyster bed than the Wareham River, but this has also been depleted by
overfishing, except on the reserved areas of the town of Wareham.

(13) Dartmouth. - A few oysters are found in Slocum's River.
(14) Westport. - Westport River has also a few oysters.
(15) Taunton River, Coles River ana Lee's River. - These rivers

once had extensive beds of natural oysters, but now are wholly devoted
to growing oysters. Old records and laws show how important these
natural beds were, and also furnish an excellent illustration of the
effects of overfishing combined with water pollution from manufacturing
sources.

II. Decline of the Natural Oyster Beas. - The above-mentioned
examples furnish ahundant proof that the natural oyster beds of the
State, which once were sufficient to supply the wants of our fore
fathers, have aeclined to such an extent that at the present time but few
natural oysters are tonged for the. market. Where there were formerly
many acres of excellent native oysters, to-day there is scarcely an acre
that can be called good oyster fishing, except in a few cases where the
towns maintain a nearly perpetual closed season. No proof of the
decline is necessary; it is an established fact.

There have been two principal causes which have TItined the natural
oyster beds; besides these two,- (1) water pollution and (2) over
fishing, - certain geographical changes have doubtless occurred, which
have accelerated the decline.

(1) Water Pollution. - The effect of water pollution through the
sediment deposited by sewage and manufacturing waste on the nahtral
oyster beds is well illustrated by the destruction of the Charles River
beds. This is also shown in a less degree in the Taunton River.

(2) Overfishing. - The primary cause of the decline of the natural
oyster beds was overflshing. This is particularly true of the beds
south of Cape Cod and in Buzzards Bay, which were of large extent,
and unpolluted by manufacturing wastes or sewage. This overflshing
has not been the result of the last few years, since records show that
as early as 1824 Harwich passed an act to preserve the oyster fishery
of the town: and that Sandwich, in the part which is now the town
of Bourne, in 1R32 passed regulations protecting the natural oyster
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fishery in Monument River; while at Wellfleet the natural oyster bed
was completely exterminated by the year 1775. Overflshing has affected
the natural beds in several ways, all of which have worked toward the
general decline of the native oyster. .

(a) The first settlers took the large oysters from the natural beds,
which under normal conditions had all they could do to keep up the
supply. In this way the beds were deprived of the spawning oysters,
with the result that in spite of the closed seasons, which gave little if
any benefit, a gradual decline set in.

(b) At the same time that the oysters were being taken from the
beds, the early oystermen through ignorance were making an economic
blunder by not returning the shells to the waters. The oyster shells
furnish naturally the best surfaces for the collection of "seed," as
spat will set only on clean surfaces. By taking the large oysters and
with them the shells and other debris from the bed, the natural oyster
bars were destroyed and less space given for the spat to catch. So
both the taking of the large oysters in excessive amounts and the de
struction of the ns.tural spat collectors, either for lime, as was done at
Wellfleet, or for other purposes, were sufficient in the early days to
eanse the decline of the natural oyster beds.

(c) In more recent times the destruction of the natural beds has
been hastened by the taking of the small oysters. This practice was due
to two reasons: (1) the aupply of large oysters was exhausted; (2)
oyster culture became important, and the natural beds were raked clean
for" seed" which the oystermen obtained for planting on their grants.
Thus the oyster grant system has been the chief cause of the destnlc
tion of the natural beds in the last forty years. It was only when the
natural beds failed that grants were given, and so oyster culture can
not be considered the primary cause of the destruction of the natural
beds, but only a later agency in their total extermination. The natural
beds in Buzzards Bay all bear testimony to these three means of over
fishing, and in recent years particularly to the last.

It has been a most fortunate thing for Massachusetts that the oyster
Jmlnt system was inaugurated as soon as the decline of the natural
fishery became manifest. else at the present time there would be no
oysters in the State, for it is recol!llized that the present natural beds
are perpetuated by the spawn which comes from the various oyster
/mints. Foresif!'ht has indeed provided an excellent oyster industry,
whieh is rapidly improving'. It is only necessary to apply similar
methods of culture to the other shellfish industries of the State to insure
their future also; otherwise the decline, which is following the same
!'teps as the destruction of the natural oyster beds, will lead to the cnm
mt't'cial extinction of these valuable flsheriel'l.
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Results of the SUrL'ey.

The survey of the oyster industry has shown several interesting facts
which should be brought to the attention of the fishermen and con
sumers. In the first place, it has shown that the oyster fishery is a
larger and more important industry than it has been commonly con
sidered, and that the welfare of the shore fisheries of southern Massa
chusetts depends upon its maintenance. Secondly, the oyster industry
is to-day in a position where it cannot reach its full development for
the reason merely that the present laws do not encourage the expansion
of the industry. Thirdly, the oyster industry is trammeled by certain
abuses, chiefly of a legal nature, which hinder its development, and upon
the abolition of which depends its future success. Fourthly, the oyster
industry under present conditions encroaches to some extent upon the
other shellfish rights, especially in relation to the quahaug fishery, and
has caused much jealous feeling; but if properly regulated there should
be room for both industries.

In order to obtain the opinion of the oystermen concerning the
present abuses of the oyster industry, and how these could be best
remedied, the following question was asked of the individual planters:
"What measures or laws would, in your opinion, be best adapted for
the improvement of the oyster industry'" Although many neglected
to answer this question, forty-three opinions were offered, dealing with
the problems which the oystermen consider as needing attention and
upon which the welfare of the industry depends. These answers have
been arranged in tabular form, showing the number of oystermen who
advocate certain measures.

MEASURES SUGGESTED.

Present laWB satisfactory', 11
Direct State control of oyster industry', . 11
Town control, with right of appeal to the department of fisheries and

game, 1
Longer length of lease, • 4
More certainty of re-Ieasing grants if improved, i
More protection for industry', . 4
Right to grow all kinds of shellfish, . 1
More ground for eultivation, . 1
State to forbid marketing of oysters from contaminated waters, 1
Provision for destruction of starfish, 2

Total, . 43

While these answers show a diversity of ideas, about 75 per cent. urge
that something be done to improve the present system, and, while many
are in favor of placing the industry under State control, the majority is
definitely of the opinion that the present system of town control is
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proving a serious drawback to the oyster industry. The best interests
of the oysterman and the consumer demand a better method of reguia
tion of this industry. As long as town politics, partiality and care
lessness enter into the leasing of oyster grants, and thus deprive certain
people of their rights, it is safe to say that the oyster industry can
never get beyond its present state of development. One solution of the
diffieulty might be full State control of leasing the grounds for the
oyster industry. This is possibly too radical a step at present, and
the system can perhaps be so adjusted as to remedy its defects without
taking the control of the fishery entirely away from the hands of the
town. Another solution is to continue the system of town control, but
to have a State commission which would act as a board of appeal for
all who felt aggrieved at the judgment of the selectmen.

The advisability of ten-year grants has caused much comment among
the oystermen. Practically all grants are now given for this period
of time. As a system it is deservedly unpopular, since it does not help
the quahaug interest, and it checks the development of the oyster in
dustry. The oyster business, unlike the other branches of shellfish
culture, requires a considerable capital. This system of ten-year grants
operates directly to discourage the outlay of capital. If the oysterman
were sUre of reaping the benefits of his labor and capital, it would be
to his selfish interest to develop his own grant to its maximum capacity.
But what far-sighted business man will invest money in a business
which stands a good chance of being completely "wiped out" in a
few years' Again, this system makes three years out of the ten prac
tically worthless. The oysterman usually " seeds" his grant about three
years before he expects to reap his harvest; but when his grant has
ron for seven years, it is evident that he will plant no more oysters
hecause of the uncertainty of obtaining a second lease, and naturally
does not desire to invest his labor and money for the benefit of an
unknown successor.

The remedy for this is not difficult. If a grant were rented annually
as long as the planter desired to hold it, to be forfeited if not improved
to a certain standard (to be decided upon), or for non-payment of
rent. the difficulties above enumerated would disappear. Much of the
territory now held unimproved would either be brought up to a standard
of excellence or given over to the quahaugers, and in either case direct
benefits would result. If legislation were so arranged that any man
mil!'ht take. by the payment of a nominal rent, a small piece of ground,
which he could hold as lonl!' as he improved it, the oyster industry could
be put on a firmer footing'; a man confident of enjoyinl!' the froits of
bis labors could thus improve his grant, and, as he acquired skill and
knowledge, could add other land and ultimately expect to build up a
suceessful business.

A tbird important sul.!'f.!'Cstion relates to the marketing of oysters in
a sanitary condition. The oyster industry of the State has suffered
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severely because of the scare resulting from the marketing of oysters
from contaminated waters. The Cape and Buzzards Bay oysters are
in general free from all sewage contamination, and should not be con
sidered on the same basis as the impure varieties from outside the State.
Naturally, the Massachusetts oystermen desire that there be some guar
antee for the purity of the oysters marketed, as their interests suffer
because this impure stock is often sold under the name of the Cape
oyster. If laws were passed requiring the inspection and certification
of marketed oysters in regard to healthful conditions under which they
have been produced, both the oyster planter and the consumer would
be benefited.

There is but little doubt that the oyster industry can be still further
developed by opening waste territory which at this time does not ap
pear available, since under existing conditions proper capital cannot
be induced to enter the business. The oyster industry demands more
attention than it has hitherto received, and must be considered an im
portant asset of the Commonwealth.

History of the Iooustry.

Although the oyster laws are the mile-stones which mark th~ prog
ress of the oyster industry, and any consideration of the development
of these laws naturally gives many historical features, it is neverthe
less necessary, at the risk of repetition, to give a separate account
of the history of the oyster fishery. The Massachusetts oyster fishery
can be divided historically into three distinct periods: (1) the free
fishing period; (2) the period of bedding southern oysters; (3) the
period of oyster grants.

(1) The Free Native Fishery (1620-1840). - In the early colonial
days the oyster fishery was considered in the same way as the other
shellfisheries are now looked upon,i.e., held to be the common property
of the inhabitants of the Commonwealth. The natural supply was abun
dant enough to meet the needs of all the inhabitants, and for many
years no signs of decline were manifest. In 1775 the natural beds of
Wellfleet gave out, furnishing the first record of unmistakable decline.
,From that time there arose an extensive series of protective laws, with
the one object of preserving the natural supply by limiting the demand.
This policy of protective laws, though perhaps temporarily beneficial,
was based on an erroneous principle. It was preventive, but not con
strnctive, and did not build up the demolished fishery.

(2) Oyster Bedding (1840-70). - With the decline of the natural
beds, the practice of bedding southern "plants" became an important
part of the oyster trade. The southern oysters were bedded on the
flats in the spring and taken up for market in the fall Salem, Well
fleet and Boston were the leading places in this new phase of the oyster
industry, and many thousand bushels were annually planted.

(3) Oyster Grants (1870-1.908). - So su('('essfnl was this summer
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bedding of southern oysters that experiments were soon made in rearing
oysters. This proved successful from the start, and within a few years
the extensive grant system which is now in vogue was inaugurated on
Cape Cod and Buzzards Bay.

These three methods, although separated by definite periods in which
each have been the leaders, remain to a greater or less extent at the
present day. The natural beds are still in existence, and, as at Ware
bam, are opened once in three or seven years, according to the discre
tion of the selectmen, for catching "seed." The summer bedding of
oysters still continues, as certain planters find it more profitable to
fatten than to grow oysters, and the oyster grant system is now in full
operation.

A comparison of the industry of 1907 with that of 1879 shows several
changes. These changes are for the most part improvements which
have arisen with the development of the industry. In some cases the
changes have been detrimental, and a few localities have shown a de
eline. New fields have opened to the oysterman both in new localities
and through the extension of the present beds. On the whole, there
has been a great increase in the grant system of oyster culture, while
the "bedding" of southern "plants," which in 1879 employed many
men, boats and extensive capital, has practically disappeared. The
annual production has increased gradually, and for 1906-07 is approxi
mately five times as large as in 1879. The following figures, except
for 1907, are taken from the United States Fish Commission's reports,
and show the gradual inerease in productioD:-

,
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I Remme of the MU8acJlUeetle department on tlsherles and game.

The Oyster Laws.

In submitting a complete report upon the oyster industry, the oyster
laws, which have played an important part in the development of the
fishery, cannot be totally neglected. However, so important a subject
demands separate investigation, and offers excellent opportunities for
legal research. Therefore it is not the purpose of this report to give
more than a brief account of the present oyster laws and their history.

The shellfish laws of Massachusetts constitute the foundation of the
oyster industry, as they have taken a practically extinct native fishery
and have built up the present extensive business. So closely are they
connected with its welfare that the future of this growing industry
depends upon the proper expansion of these laws to meet the new
conditions.

•
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,

A survey of these oyster laws, with an analysis of their merits and
defects, is needed. Their defects have brought about the present un
satisfactory situation in certain localities, and should be remedied.
Their merits should be strengthened and amplified, as the basis of
future expansion. They have come into being from time to time, in
response to the immediate need of the hour; consequently they have
no unity, and are, indeed, but imperfectly understood. An insight
into their perplexing details should bring out many inconsistencies.
Again, no comprehensh"e knowledge of the history of the industry is
possible without a study of the laws. The errors once committed need
not be repeated to further embarrass the industry, and the lessons
learned by experience would be well applied to its future development.

Protective and Constructive Laws. - The oyster laws can be divided
into two classes: (1) protective; and (2) constructive. The early
laws, which were passed to save the natural supply, were of the first
class; while the laws establishing the present system of oyster culture
come under the second heading. The beginnings of all legislative enact
ment arose in the treatment of the natural oyster beds. These beds
were fast becoming exhausted, when laws were passed to protect their
important natural resources. This measure was only partially success
ful. It did succeed in preserving the remnant of those old beds from
destruction, but it was powerless to build up an industry of any extent.
When it became clearly evident that no possible fostering of native
resources could supply the growing demands of the market, legislation
quite logically directed itself toward the artificial propagation of oysters.
From this step arose a series of problems which long proved baftling,
and still engross a great deal of public attention. The artificial propa
gation of oysters necessitated the leasing of grants in tidal waters.
This giving up of public property to private individuals aroused the
opposition of rival shellfish industries. who saw in this measure a cur
tailment of their resources. Kumerous other difficulties of minor sig
nificance arose from time to time, all demanding attenti~n at the bands
of the Legislature.

Apart from the general supervision of the oyster industry, there
have been two other sources of legislative enactment. First, special
laws have been called for to regulate the fishery in certain waters under
the oversight of the State Board of Health. Secondly, during the past
few years the attention of the Legislature has been directed towards
the development of the oyster fishery as an important asset of the
Commonwealth, and laws authorizing various experiments, both scien
tific and practical, have been pa.."Sed in order to devise methods of in
creasing and developing the industry.

1. Protective Laws. - The history of the oyster laws of :Massachu
setts is a history of the industry itself. The rise and decline of the
fishery are distinctly traceable in the develnpment of the legal ma
chinery which regulates it. From the time of the Pilg-rims the oyster
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beds of the coast had been regarded as inexhaustible mines. The fallacy
of this view gradually became apparent, as these beds began to be
depleted through overfishing. As e8.1'ly as 1796 a general law, entitled
" An act to prevent the destruction of oysters and other shellfish," was
passed by the Legislature. Prior to 1869 the town of Harwich adopted
this old law. Shortly after, Swansea followed suit, and restricted the
exploitation of her native oyster beds in the Lee and Cole rivers. In
1870 Wellileet inaugurated an innovation, in the nature of a permit
to take oysters, which was required of all citizens of the town. The
idea of this permit was to regulate the flshery, centralize control in
the hands of the selectmen and add to the income of the town. In
1873 Sandwich passed a law enforcing a close season on all her native
beds, to last for a period of one yea.r. In 1875 Brewster followed
the lead of Wellfleet, in demanding permits of all outsiders and also
from all citizens taking more than 3 bushels at anyone time, although
an unlimited amount might be taken for food.

The aim of all this legislation was not to develop the industry di
recUy, but indirecUy by preserving and fostering the native beds. This
theory, while excellent in motive, did not work out well, as the native
beds could not by any possible protection be brought to produce an
annual yield at all adequate to the growing demands of the m8.1'ket.

The utilization of purely natural resources proving unequal to the
demands of the occasion, the creation of other resources became neces
sary, and an entirely new epoch in the history of the oyster flshery
was inaugurated. This epoch ma.rked the beginning of the production
of oysters by artificial means, and the establishment of this new indus
try and the perplexing complications which grew out of it have been
the source of legislative strife for many years.

n. Comtrvcti"e Laws. - The :flrst legislation authorizing the pres
ent system of oyster culture was instituted at Swansea, in 1869: This
was the beginning and the foundation of a broad movement of oyster
culture which spread rapidly along the southern coast of the State.
This curious law allowed the selectmen to sell, by public or private
sale, the oyster privilege of Swansea outright to any person or per
sons who were citizens of the town. The measure, although apparently
designed to restrict the exhaustion of the native resources, did not
tend to develop the industry. It possessed one element of value, i.e.,
it .increased the revenue of the town. Apart from its interest as the
forerunner of a.rti:flcial propagation of oysters, this old law is note
worthy, as it forms the basis of the system which to-day regulates the
industry in that section of the country. The custom of selling an
extensive oyster privilege, as apart from the system of leasing grants,
first clearly outlined in the law of 1A69, still holds throughout this sec
tion. It remains the usual custom to sell either the whole of a town
ship's available oyster territory, or else an extensive part of it. to one
man for a lump sum per ye8.1'.
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In 1874 an important step occurred in the evolution of the oyster
industry. Swansea and Somerset were given the privilege of granting
any of their bays, shores, banks and creeks for the propagation of
oysters. This act was far more sweeping and advanced than any of
its predecessors, but it was in one respect too sweeping. It interfered
with the rights of the property owners along the shore, and was there
fore contrary to the general underlying principle of the State law,
which allows the cultivation of oysters only in so far as such cultiva
tion does not interfere with the vested rights of all citizens alike. The
measure proved untenable, and was promptly repealed. Its repeal
was on general principles a thing to be desired, but neverthelees a blow
to the industry. The tidal waters along the coast have always been
the most valuable part of the oyster territory, as they have proved
to be the best adapted for obtaining "oyster set." This measure was
therefore designed to aid the oyster growers, and give them valuable
privileges which belonged originally to the adjoining property owners.
Even to the present day the dividing line between the rights of property
owners and oystermen has remained an unsettled question.

It was about this time that the close season proved a failure in
Buzzards Bay, and the towns of Wareham, Bourne and Marion turned
their attention toward the establishment of an oyster industry. This
attempt became a settled policy of these towns about 1875.

In 1878 a peculiar act was passed, making it unlawful for any per
son to remove oysters from any grant, even his own, between the hours
of sunset and sunrise. This act was necessary for the protection of the
oyster planters, by preventing the stealing of oysters from the grant
at night. Various efforts had been made to protect grants from such
attacks, but the extreme difficulty of detection was always an insupera
ble obstacle to proper enforcement, and it was deemed expedient to
prohibit all fishing at night. That this problem had become an im
portant one is shown by the title of the law, which was styled "An
act for the better protection of the oyster fisheries in this commonwealth.

In 1884 an important act was passed, enlarging the limits of that
territory which might lawfully be used for the cultivation of oysters.
Practically all communal waters outside the jurisdiction of adjacent
land owners was thrown open for oyster grants.

In 1885 the institution of a public hearing was inaugurated. This
was a concession to the hostile quahaug element, and allowed the public
the opportunity of protesting against the granting of territory for
oyster culture; nevertheless, the final power really remained in the hands
of the selectmen. A further concession to this element was the .law
which called for the revoking of grants within two years if unimproved.
The interests of the oystermen were also kept in sight, and legislation
passed which was designed to protect gTants still more from the depre
dations of outsiders. Provision was likewise made for the proper en
forcement of these laws, and the penalties attached were increased.
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In 1886 an act was passed which was designed to do away with all
poEible outside monopoly. The danger of organized capital acquiring
control of a large tract and excluding small individual planters had
beoome apparent, and this means was taken to guard against it. The
act prohibited the transfer of grants in any township to any person
not a citizen of that townslJp; thus, if any monopoly did exist it would
be restricted to only one township. The limits during which fishing
on grants might be carried on was lengthened two hours, so that it read
from U one hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset."

In 1892 the town of Yarmouth obtained a law requiring a permit
for citizens to take oysters from native beds, not exceeding 2 bushels
per week, from September 1 to June 1. This is now the only town in
the Commonwealth to require such a permit from citizens.

In 1895 legislation was passed relative to the proper definition of
the boundaries of grants. This was rendered necessary because of the
haphazard methods hitherto pursued in giving grants with very in
definite boundaries. Mean low-water mark was fixed as the shoreward
boundary of grants, while mean high-water mark was defined as the
limit to which shells might be placed to catch the set. This, however,
was dependent upon the owners of the adjacent property, and their
consent was held necessary before this territory between high and low
water eonld thus be utilized.

In 1901 special legislation was passed, restricting the catching of
oysters in contaminated waters except for bait.

In 1904 authority was granted to proper officials to develop the
oyster industry by planting shellfish, or by close season.

In 1905 the Fish and Game Commission was authorized to expend
a sum not exceeding $500 per annum for the investigation of the oyster,
by experiment or otherwise, with a view to developing the industry.

The development of the oyster laws has been by a process of evolu
tion. They have kept pace with the growth of the industry, and have
been in fact the logical outcome of that expansion. The various acts
which go to make up the bulk of this legislation have been passed from
time to time to till the immediate demands of the hour, and consequently
Iaek that unity and consistency which might otherwise characterize
them. Changing conditions have called for alterations in the legal
machinery, as the industry has expanded, to meet new requirements.
These additions have frequently been dictated by shortsighted policy,
and the Commonwealth as a whole has often been lost sight of in the
welfare of the community.

Of all the shellfisheries, the oyster industry is most hampered by
unwise legislation. It is the most difficult to handle, because it presents
many perplexing phases from which the others are free. Clams, qua
hangs and scallops flourish in their respective territories, and legisla
tion merely tends to regulate their exploitat~on or marketing. With the
oyster, however, other problems have arisen. The areas in the State
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where oystei's grow naturally are few in number and relatively of small
importance. The clam, quahaug and scallop grounds are to be com
pared with wild pastures and meadows, which yield their harvests with
out cultivation; while the oyster grants are gardens, which must be
planted and carefully tended.

With this distinction arises another question, of far-reaching signifi
cance, - the question of private ownership. The quahaug, clam and
scallop fisheries demand that the tidal flats and waters be held in com
mon as communal interests, and freely open to all citizens of the town;
the oyster fishery requires that certain portions of these flats and waters
be set aside for private ownership. With the economic questions in
volved in this discussion it is not the purpose of this report to deal.
There is one fact, in· any case, which cannot be argued away. The
oyster industry is dependent solely upon private ownership of grimts.
If, therefore, the oyster industry is to be encouraged at all, - and it
certainly has very great possibilities, - this fact of private ownership
must be accepted at once. If, as some assert, it is an evil, it is a neces
sary evil, and it has come to stay. The questions remaining for legis
lation on this subject are the proper regulation of this private ownership,
so as to give the maximum of encouragement to the oyster flshery, and
the minimum of danger to the rival shellflsh industries.

The oyster and quahaug industries openly clash. This is an unfor
tunate occurrence, but it cannot be avoided, since the ground suitable
for the culture of oysters is almost always the natural home of the
quahaug.. Therefore, when portions of this ground are given out to
private individuals for the production of oysters, the available quahaug
territory is necessarily reduced. Over this question endless disputes
have arisen. The problem is undoubtedly one requiring delicate ad
justment; but there is no reason why these two industries should not
flourish side by side, as there would be plenty of room for both if all
the available territory were properly utilized.

There is one important feature of this problem, however, which the
present laws have wholly failed to recognize. Wherever practicable,
the best of the quahaug territory should not be granted; and as far as
possible, the oystermen should utilize only those tracts of territory which
are not naturally very productive of quahaugs.

The Oystef' Industry.

For the benefit of those who perhaps are not familiar with the methods
employed in the oyster industry, the following brief account is given: -

I. Selecting the Grant. - The oysterman, in selecting a grant, has
to consider first the nature of the soil; and secondly, the location as
influencing the growth of the oyster. Not less important is the quality
of the oyster, which means not only a good price, but also readiness
of sale, as the oysters produced in certain localities are especially de
sirable in appearance and flavor.
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As the oyster will not grow on all kinds of bottom, but demands a
firm soil, free from soft mud and shifting sand, the oyster area of the
State is naturally limited. Umally but part of an oysterman's grant
is suitable for the cultivation of oysters, and he is forced to let the
rest of the territory lie idle, unless he can, with shells or gravel, arti
ficially change this waste area into suitable ground. Shifting sand per
haps can never be made Sl1itable for oysters; but many acres of soft
mud can be made productive, if the oysterman only has a reasonable
guarantee that he would receive the results of his labor.

While the oyster culture is limited by the nature of the bottom, it
is also restricted by other conditions. The salinity of the water has
much to do with the rapidity of growth, and the oysters seem to thrive
in localities where a slight amount of fresh water enters. The amount
of food in the water is the principal factor in the rate of growth, and
to this is due the fact that the rate of growth varies considerably in
different localities. As a rule, the beds with good circulation of water
(i.e., currents) show the more rapid growth.

II. Collecting tAs If Seea." ~ The term It seed" is applied to. one,
two, three and even four year old oysters which the oystermen plant
on their grants. These grants are in reality salt-water gardens, requiring
constant supervision; and the obtaining of the It seed" for planting
is a most important consideration. The gathering of the oyster It seed "
is a simple process, but one which requires much research.

Early in the summer, usually during the months of June and July
in these waters, the Massachusetts oyster spawns. Both sperm from
the adult male and the eggs from the adult female oysters are extruded
in considerable quantities into the water, and there the eggs are ferti
lized. As fertilization is somewhat a matter of accident, undoubtedly
the great majority of eggs never develop. The fertilized eggs pass
l'8pidly through various changes in the course of a few hours, and
emerge as microscopic embryos, with thin, transparent coverings. At
this period these forms are free swimming, and are found in great
numbers in the water. They are extremely delicate, and great quanti
ties are destroyed by natural agencies, such as cold storms, sudden
changes in temperature, etc. They likewise are subject to the depreda
tions of all sorts of marine creatures, and compa1'8tively few in pro
portion survive. The survivors, after leading this free-swimming
existence for several days, settle to the bottom, where they attach them
selves by a calcareous fixative to stones, shells, pieces of wood, etc.
Here, unless buried by silt and soft mud or killed by exposure, poison
ous pollution, etc., the young oyster l'8pidly becomes of a size suitable
for planting.

The economic utilization of this scientific knowledge is as follows:
shells offer a very good surface for the attachment of the :young oyster,
and many thousand bushels are annually strewn over the bot~om pre
vious to the spawning season. Considerable judgment is needed in
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choosing the right time to plant these shells, which after a few weeks
in the water become 80 coated with slime that fixation of the U spat"
becomes impossible. In Massachusetts the area between high and low
water mark has been found by experiment to be the most valuable
territory for this purpose, as shells planted here collect the heaviest
set and can be handled with the least expense. .A projecting sand bar
or point with a current is also well adapted for catching oyster spat.

The scallop shell is the most serviceable in spat collecting, becanse it
is more brittle, and the clusters of oysters when attached are readily
broken apart. After the oysterman has obtained a successful set, he
allows the young oysters to obtain a suitable growth before he makes
a final planting, either in the spring or faIl.

III. Size of the U Seed," used, for Planting. - While many oysters
are raised from native spat in the Buzzards Bay district, the greater
part of the seed is purchased in Connecticut and Long Island, and is
carried in schooners or steamers to Massachusetts waters. The usual
price ranges from 35 cents to $1 per bushel, according to size and qual
ity. The oystermen cannot always choose the size of U seed" they desire
for planting, as the set of anyone year is very uncertain, and several
seasons may pass before a large quantity of U seed" can be obtained.
Thus the oyster planters are forced to take whatever size they can ob
tain, whether it be two, three or four year old U seed." .As a rule, the
small "seed" is most in demand, as it means relatively faster growth
and less money invested. Often, when the ground is most favorable for
fattening, large oysters are preferred for planting, and certain oyster
men make this line of work a specialty. Certain localities where there
is plenty of lime in the water are well adapted for growth, and yet
produce poor-u meated" oysters, while in other grounds the reverse
is true. The oystermen occasionally by a double transfer utilize both
grounds, planting oyster "seed" for the first few years in the rapid
growing localities, and then transplanting the large oysters to the
" fattening" ground six months before marketing.

IV. Prepariftg the Graftt. - The first step in preparing the grant
is to remove all debris. In the deep water, this is usually done by dredg
ing; in the shallow water, by whatever means is the easiest. If the
bottom is of firm soil, the grant is then ready for planting; however,
if the soil is soft mud, it is necessary to shell the bottom in order to
give it greater firmness. The oysterman continually has to keep a sharp
lookout in order to protect his grant from enemies such as the starfish
and the oyster drill, and to keep it clear of seaweed and other matter
which would interfere with the ~wth of the oyster.

V. Sowiftg the U Seed,." - The "seed" oysters are planted on the
.prepared bed by scattering them with shovels or scoops from the boats
and scows. The oysterman, knowing the maximum amount of U seed "
the bed ~ll grow to the best advantage, plants the required number,
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taking care that the oysters are properly scattered, as for the best
growth oysters should lie separate and not in crowded mllll8e8. The
amount of "seed" that can be planted on a given area depends upon
the natural conditions of the locality.

VI. Enemies. - The oyster, having passed through the countless
dangers of his embryonic career, is still harassed by several enemies.
Of these, the most destructive is the starfish. This animal, commonly
known as the "five-finger," occurs along the entire Massachusetts
coast, and is especially abundant in Buzzards Bay. Occasionally whole
oyster beds are wiped out by this pest, which sweeps over the ground
in vast armies. The method of attack of the starfish is unique. By
exerting with its tube feet a steady pull in opposite directions on both
valves of the shell of the victim, the starfish tires the contracted muscle
of the oyster, and the shells open. The starfish then extrudes its
stomach so as to enwrap the prey, ed in this curious manner devours
the oyster.

A close second to the starfish in amount of damage is the oy~er
" drill" or "borer" (Urosalpinx cinerea). This little mollusk with
its rasping tongue drills a small hole through the shell of the oyster,
and then sucks out the contents.

A third enemy, according to the oyster planters, is the "winkle"
(Fulgur carica and F. caniculatus). The method of attack is somewhat
obscure.

Besides this dangerous trio of living enemies, the oyster is subject
to constant peril from inanimate agencies. Probably the greatest of
these is shifting bottom. Where oysters are grown on sandy soil, the
violent waves of winter storms frequently tear up the bottom, or else
the force of currents is such as to kill the oysters by completely bury
ing them in the sand. Again, if the oysters are growing in very
muddy bottom they are constantly liable to be smothered in the slimy
ooze. lee in winter frequently tears oysters from their beds and bears
them to some unfavorable environment, where they soon die.

VII. Haf"fJesting the Oysters. - The oysterman completes his plant
ing about June 1. During the summer months, the growing period
of the oyster, the grants remain idle except for the care and super
vision of the oystermen. As the oyster takes from three to five years
to attain its growth, the oysterman practically harvests but one-fourth
to one-third of his entire stock each year, beginning about September
1 and continuing through the winter as the weather permits.

In winter the oysterman, to keep up the market supply, beds" culled"
oysters near the shore, where he can tong them through the ice when
ever it is impossible to obtain oysters from his grant.

The implements used in gathering the oyster harvest are of three
kinds: tongs, dredges and rakes. Tongs are employed principally by
the smaller oyster growers, and on ground where the water is com-
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paratively shallow. A pair of tongs is really a pair of long-handled
rakes, fastened together like a pair of shears. The pole, corresponding
to the blade of the shears, varies from 8 to 16 feet in length. The
rakes, some 2 to 2% feet broad, are so fltted to the end of the poles
that when extended by spreading the handles they rest upon the bottom
parallel to each other. These tongs are usually worked from skifIs
or flat-bottomed boats, the oystermen :flrst separating the tips of the
handles and then bringing them together, thus causing a corresponding
movement of the two rakes, which with their 2-inch iron teeth gather
in all the intervening oysters. The tongs with their burden of oysters
are then lifted into the boat, emptied, and the process repeated.

Dredging is a much faster and less laborious method of oystering
than tonging, and can be carried on over a much larger territory.
The oyster chedge consists of a bag of woven iron rings attached to
an iron framework. From each earner of the framework iron rods
extend, converging at a point some feet away. At this point the rope
is attached, by which the dredge is dragged from either a sail or
power boat. The blade, resting horizontally on the surface, is armed
with teeth which rake the oystel'B into the bag. When this bag, which
holds from 3 to 8 bushels, is full, the dredge is raised, usually by a
windlass worked by steam, gasolene or hand power, as the case may
be, its contents dumped out and the dredge lowered for another haul.

Rakes, the third implement in general use, are not employed as
extensively as tongs or dredges, but are used in still water, where the
bottom is suitable.

VIII. Marketing. - The " catch" as soon as it is dredged or tonged
is brou~ht in boats to the oyster houses, where men with hatchets or
similar implements break apart the clustered oysters and cast aside
the empty shells, bits of rock, etc. Three different varieties of mar
ketable oystel'B are usually sorted out, according to size: (1) large, (2)
medium and (3) small The respective sizes vary somewhat with the
locality, demands of the market and the season; but the large oystel'B
commonly count about 900 to the barrel, the medium 1,000 or more,
while the small run 1,200 or over.

The different sizes as they are sorted out are packed in barrels and
are then ready for shipment. The principal markets are of COu1'Be
New York and Boston, though the demand farther inland is increasing,
and shipments to Chicago or places even farther west are frequently
made.

General Statistics.
The following facts concerning the oyster industry have been com

piled from the written statements of the different oystermen. Com
plete returns have not been received from Warsham, Barnstable, and
Falmouth, while possibly a few oystermen in the other towns have
been overlooked. Falmouth raises but few oysters for the market and
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these returns have been recorded, the remaining oystermen merely
planting for their own use. In the towns of Barnstable and Ware
ham aboat four-fifths of the oystermen have made returns. The facts
given in the following tables are based only on the returns at hand,
and therefore do not give a complete report for these two towns.

STATISTICAL SUMMARY.

liUJIBD or GIIJ.IITlI.
ABu or WOllltUl GLu,n

(ACIIU). Number
ToWll'.

I Worked.

of
Total. Total. I Un Men.

Suitable. ! IIIlitable.

Welltleet, . S5 28 I6'l 810 ~7 U

Cba&ham, • 21 21 65 M 10 20

Dennis.Yarmouth, • , II 10 10 - 8

llarnatable. 1I9 29 1118 In 67 83

ralmonlh. 22 6 « 28 21 ~

Bourne, lS5 " 100 lllI 17 21

Wareham, 1211 70 1116 llill 87 26

Fall RiTer district, . U U 810 lIlO 800 86

Nantuekel. II 1 20 8 17 1

~1I:7U
------

ToCal, • 887 !08 626 llill

CAPITAL INVlI:STED.

ToWll'. I Boata. I Im- I Sboreplementa. Property.
Bedded
Oyotere. Total.

WeWlees, . '10,1~ tll7~ 'l,llOO '19,~ esl,890

CbIIabam, 1,695 818 1,22Il 23,800 26,ll8lI

DenDI..Yarmontb, 211 00 100 ~,OOO ~,176

Bam"table, 6,lI8lI 1,189 ',800 28,8llO 89,MB

"almontb•• 1,S2li 1011 1,000 4liO 8,080

lIourDe. ft,51~ 48ll 100 18,800 ll',t48

Wareham, D,W I,m ll,'20 lJ7,72~ ~,620

Fall Biver dl8h1ct, 19,~ 2,000 6,llOO 68,~ 96,~

NautDd<et, • lIl8 III 25 800 I,W

Total, '63,6117 '6,800 '16,620 '192,'211 '268,702
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PRODUCTION OJ' 1906-07.

I JlJ.II,.."J.1ILII OnTIIU.

I

SDD OnTIIU.

IITo.....
Buahela. I Value: I

Total
Buahela. Value. Value.

Welll1eet, .

:I
lI'J,llOO ell4,SM I 1,000 el,OOO e26,SM

Chatham, . U,MO 23,987 - - 23,987

Dennie-Yannouth, 1,000 l,llOO - - 1,llOO

Barnetable, 2.',8llO 4Il,0lI0 100 100 48,1llO

Falmouth, 8,012 6,020 - - 6,023

Bourne, 2,100 4,100 23,000 111,000 19,100

Wareham, 7,770 12,790 22,100 12,090 ll4,ll8O

Fall R1ver dl8trlct, 88,000 26,'lllO - - 26,2llO

Nantucket, 2\)() 400 - - 400

Total, • ·1 114,9l!'l e147,\lll:l I 46,200 e28,I90 eI76,142
I

SECTIONAL .A.!l.B.ANGEMENT 01' TOWNS•

.d. North side of Cape Cod: -
1. Wellfleet.
2. Eastham.
3. Orleans.

B. South side of Cape Cod: -
1. Chatham.
2. Harwich.
3. Dennis and Yarmouth.
4. Barnstable.
5. Mashpee.
6. Falmouth.

C. Buzzards Bay:-
1. Bourne.
2. Wareham.
3. Marion.

D. Fall River district.
E. Nantucket.

Wellfl.eet.

For the past thirty years there has been an extensive oyster industry
at Wellfleet, and many grants have been taken out in the watere of
Wellfleet Bay, which possesses some of the best oyster ground in the
State. In spite of the success of the past years, the industry is de
clining, indicating, possibly, that after 1910 no more grants will be
leased.

Four parts of the bay are taken up by oyster grants in the vicinity
of: (1) Mayo's Beach; (2) Great Island; (3) Indian Neck; (4) Lieu
tenant's Island.

(1) Nine grants, covering an area of 176 acres of both fiats and
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deeper water, extend out from Mayo's Beach a distance of 1,500 feet.
These grants extend along shore from Commercial Wharf to Egg
Island, a distance of 3,500 feet. Seven of these grants have each a
shore extension of 200 feet, the other 2 having 600 and 1,500 feet
respectively. The principal planting on these grants is done by D.
Atwood & Co.

(2) On the west side of the bay, along the shores of Great Island
and Beach Hill, there are 7 grants which are now worked. Originally
there were 12 grants in this locality, but 5 of them expired some time
ago. The area included in these 5 grants is 500 acres, while the entire
granted area covers 708 acres. Wright & Willis, R. R. Higgins and
1.. D. Baker have done most of the planting on these grants in the
past few years. .

(3) On the east side of the bay, near Indian Neck, are 5 grants,
comprising 224 acres. J. A. Stubbs does all the planting here. A
Bingle grant of 11 acres of flats is held in Duck Creek Cove by J. C.
Wiles. These grants extend along the shore for 2,000 yards and run
out into the bay for 1,000 yards.

(4) Off Lieutenant's Island are 8 grants, comprising a total area
of 1,062 acres. Only 3 of these, comprising 559 acres, are now worked.
Joseph Crosby of Osterville is the principal planter on these grants.

From the statistical returns of the oyster planters it is found that
23 grants are now held for oyster planting, comprising an area of
967 acres; 810 acres, or 83 per cent. of this area, is suitable for oyster
culture. There is very little soft mud bottom, only 82 acres, while
the shifting sand area is 75 acres.

The total area of grants ever leased at Wellfleet comprises 2,182
acres, of which 1,473 are now held. The average depth of water over
theoe grants at mean low tide is 4 feet, the extremes running from
1 to 12 feet.

Capital invested,
Power boats, .
Value of power boats,
Sail boats,
Value of sail boats, .
Dories and skit!s,
Value of dories and skit!s,
Implements: -

Dredges,
Tonga,

Value of implements,
Value of shore property,
Value of oysters on grant,

$31,390
4,

$9,250
4,

$750
8

$U5

14
12

$575
$1,200

$19,500

Most of the oystering is done by dredging, two large gasolene oyster
boats, the II Cultivator" and the "Marion," being employed for this
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purpose. Tongs are also used extensively. Fourteen men are engaged
from six to twelve months each year in the oyster business.

The production for 1906-07 was 22,500 bushels of marketable oysters,
valued at $24,850; and 1,000 bushels of II seed," worth approximately
$1,000. Most of the planted "seed" is obtained from Long Island
and Connecticut.

The damage from the natural enemies of the oyster is reported as
very slight.

The Wellfleet oyster has a peculiar salty flavor not possessed by other
oysters. For some trade this is preferred, while for others it is not
so desirable. Before marketing the extreme saltiness is sometimes re
moved by floating the oysters in Duck Creek, where the water is less
salt, using large, scow-like floats, 30 by 15 feet.

Several Boston firms are engaged in oyster culture at Wellfleet, in
cluding D. Atwood & Co., J. A. Stubbs and R. R. Higgins.

For years there has been a conflict between the quahaugers and the
oystermen at Wellfleet. This is very natural, owing to the rivalry
between the two industries and the rapid rise of the quahaug fishery
in the last flfteen years. Owing to their greater number, the qua
haugers have obtained the upper hand in town atrairs, with the l"llIltI1t
that in 1910, when all the oyster leases run out, it is said that no more
will be granted, and the oyster business of Wellfleet will come to an
end. This is especially unfortunate for the town, as there is room
for both industries, and the destruction of either one would be a great
financial 1088. It is hoped that some means can be devised to straighten
out the difficulties between the opposing factions before either indus
try is ruined.

But little oyster spat has ever been caught in Wellfleet Bay. That
oysters will set there is evidenced by the young "seed" caught on
the piles of the wharves and on stones and rocks around the harbor. It
is noteworthy that at Wellfleet the spat sets only between the tide
lines, and does not catch where water is constantly over the ground.
This is directly contrary to the" conditions in Long Island Sound, where
the set is caught in deep water. E. P. Cook and J. A. Stubbs have tried
spat collecting in Herring River for several years, with the results
of one or two good sets, the best being caught by Mr. Cook in 1906.
The other years have proved failures in this line. There is no question
but that oyster spat can be profltably caught if sufficient interest is
taken in the matter.

The early laws were as follows:-

In 1772 a law having been enacted by the General Court, regulating the
taking of oystel'll in Billingsgate Bay, an amendment to that act WlUI now
asked by the town, namely, that during the summer months oystel'll Ihall
not be taken to market, nor fished by the inhabitants of the town for their
own use during the months of .July Bnd August.

I

j
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That, inasmuch as the oyster fishery, which i.I of great value to the town
and of great advantage to the Province, h88 received detriment from per
80DlI taking young oystertl, the enaetment of more stringent regulatioDll are
~ to prevent their destruetion.

These early laws show that the natural oyster beds were highly prized
by the~bitants in colonial days, and that measures, even then, were
necessary to prevent their extinetion. At the present time Well1leet
has no other regulations than the general oyster laws of the Common
wealth.

The history of the oyster industry of Wel11leet can be divided into
three periods: (1) the natural oyster fishery; (2) the "bedding" of
southern oysters; (3) oyster planting.

(1) The Nalural OysltW BetJs of Wellfleel. - The first settlers found
a natural oyster bed near Hitchin's Creek, or Silver Spring, in 1644,
and it is said that oysters were very abundant at that time. Old
shells are occasionally dredged or raked up at the present day from
these beds. The Rev. Enoch Pratt, in his "History of Eastham, Well
fleet and Orleans," gives the following account of this early oyster
industry:-

OyBters were found in great abundance on the lIats at the firtlt settle
ment [1644], but at thil time [1770] the inhabitants had so inereased and
such quantities were taken for lIOnsumption and for the Boston market,
that it beeame neeeBllllrY, to prevent their entire destruetion, for the dis
triet to take measures to preserve and propagate them. • • . Shops and
ltanda were opened in Boston, Salem, Portland and other pIaees, where
the oywtertl were sold in quantities to suit the purehaser.

In 1775 all the oysters in the bay died. What eaused their destruetion
i.I not certainly known, but it is supposed that 88, at this time, a large
number of blaek1lsh died and eame on shore, where their l\8J'lIB8ses remained,
prodneing a very tllthy eondition of the water, it eaused this mortality.

A more probable explanation is given by Mr. E. P. Cook of Wel11leet.
The early inhabitants, not knowing the value of the natural shell beds
for catching the spat, greedily took every shell and burned them into
lime as a fertilizer for their farms and plaster for their houses. There
was once a fine strip of woods near this original oyster rock, but this
was ent down, and the sand gradually washed over the beds, killing
the young oysters. To these two causes can be attributed the final de
strumon of the natural beds in 1775.

(2) The Bedding of Southern Oysters. - After the destruction of
the natural beds, an important industry arose in the "bedding" of
southern oysters for northern trade. Privileges for bedding oysters
on the flats were granted to a number of oyster firms. These men
hired schooners in the latter part of the winter or the early spring-,
which went to the southern oyster grounds and brought back loads
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of oysters. These oysters were spread or bedded over the leased fiats
of the harbor, where they remained until the following fall, when they
were taken up for market. In this way the oysters gained in size by
the summer's growth, and were fattened for market. Considerable trade
sprang up in the carrying of oysters, and many vessels were engaged
in this traffic. In 1841 Mr. Gould, the conchologist, states that 120 men,
with 30 vessels of about 40 tons each, were employed for three months
of the year, and brought to the town an annual revenue of $8,(J80.

In 1841 Capt. William Dill is credited with bringing into Wellfl.eet
the first cargo from Virginia, which started a large trade in Chesapeake
oysters. Mr. Ernest Ingersoll makes the following statement concerning
the Virginia trade:-

Nevertheless, it was not until about 1845 or 1850 that the business began
to confine itself to Virginia oysters, and a large business to be done. At
its height, about 1850, it is probable that more than 100,000 bushels a
year were laid down in the harbor; some say 150,000. . . . The favorite
ground was at the mouth of Herring River.

The Rev. Enoch Pratt writes, in 1844:-

The inhabitants of the town tried the experiment of bringing oysters
from the south and laying them down on the fiats, which succeeded well.
In the course of a year they doubled their size and their quality was much
improved. This soon became a large business, and a number of vessels
have been employed in the spring of every year in bringing them here.
The number of bushels which are now [1844] annually brought is about
60,000. Nearly all the oyster shops and stands in Boston, and other cities
and towns in this State, are supplied from this place, and are kept by
persons belonging to the town. This business affords a living for many
families.

Mr. Ernest Ingersoll thus describes the decline of the oyster trade
in 1870:-

The war of the rebellion, however, interfered somewhat with the oyster
trade, and it began to decline so far as Well1l.eet was concerned. Then the
various dealers in northern ports, having learned something, began to bed
near home in their own harbors, and so saved freightage. Finally, the
steamers from Norfolk and the railways entered into so serious a eompe
tition that fully ten years ago [1870] Wellfleet Bay was wholly dell6rted by
the oystermen as a bedding ground, though her vessels still eontinue to
carry cargoes in winter from Virginia to Boston, Portland, Salem, Ports
mouth and the Providence River, to supply the active trade and 1lll the
new beds, which the dealers at these various ports had learned eould be
established at home. The reader thus discovers how important a part
·Wellfleet has played in the history of the oyster trade of New England. A
hundred thousand bushels of the bivalves once grew fat along her water
front, and thousands of dollars were dispensed to the citizens in the indus
try they created. Now [1880] a little experimental propagation, to the
value of a few hundred dollars, and about 6,000 bushels of bedded oysters
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from Virginia, worth perhapll $5,000 when sold, form the total active buai
n-. The oyster :fleet, however, remainB, thol}gh greatly diminished, &lid
carrying ita cargoes to Boston, Portland and elsewhere, instead of bringing
them to be laid down in the home harbor. It will be long before Well:fleet,
and ita neighbor, Provincetown, lose the prestige of old custom as oyster
earners.

(3) Oyster Raising. - In 1876 the first attempt to raise oysters from
" seed" at Wellfleet, is said to have been made by E. P. Cook, who
obtained a grant from the town of about 30 acres, on which were
planted 500 bushels of "seed" from Somerset, Mass. The" Oyster
man " of Dec. 20, 1906, gives the following account of oyster planting
at Wellfleet:-

In 1876 our informant, :Mr. E. P. Cook, conceived the idea that these
waters eouId grow .. seed" oysters as well as fatten big stock. He went
to Somerset, :M88B., and got a carload of 500 bushels and planted them.
A few had previously been planted but with ill SUceeBlJ. The people laughed
at him for dumping his good money overboard. He was the first man to
1_ a piece of oyster ground fram the State, and of course had his pick,
whieb was 600 feet on the shore next to the Silver Spring, the original spot
of the natural rocks. :Mr. Cook ilere showed his acumen as a culturist. The
next spring they had made a remarkable growth, and all had lived. Then
there was a stampede of the fellows who laughed, to get some ground, too.
Soon every inch of available ground had been taken up. We mention the
following who took up plats: Solomon Higgins, I. C. Young, Benjamin
Oliver, Daniel Oliver, Edward Oliver, Cornelius Bogers, William Smith, S. B.
Rich, Theodore Brown, Stephen Young. These men did not all plant. The
next year Mr. Cook bought 500 bushels more, and now he had 1,000 bushels
on his grounds. These were two-year-old plants, and when they had laid
there three years he sold these primitive beauties for $5 per barrel. Bome
time after this he bought Mr. Rich's plot. Subsequently Mr. Cook sold
~OO of hiB 600 feet to R. R. Higgins, the founder of the famous oyster
paeking house by that name. This llame man bought the 200 feet of
Solomon Higgins. Now this house had 600 feet of shore ground. R. R.
Higgins W88 the 1lrBt wholesaler with capital invested in the culture of the
Cape Cod oysters. Finally, this house absorbed all the ground Cook had.
Eight years after this the Wright &:; Willis firm came on the scene; that
period had elapsed since the tlrst cargo of .. seed" had been freighted here.
They bonght the remainder of the Solomon Higgins grant. Then:Mr. Cook
took out &IIother grant below Smalley's Bar. Capt. Albert Harding &lid
Capt. D. A. Newcomb took out leases. In" 1892 :Mr. Cook sold his lease to
the D. Atwood Company. Then Mr. Cook bought the Capt. Albert Harding
leue and sold the right to plant on it, the law then not allowing the lessee
to turn over the grant in toto. Then H. &:; R. Atwood became interested
here. About this time some friction between the planters and clammers
existed, but it should be remembered that the planters occupied only about
200 of the 2,400 acres involved in this dispute. Then it was that J. A.
Stubbe came on the stage of activity, and Mr. Cook secllred a lease for this
wholeBa1e concern.
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EtJ3tham.

The oyster industry of Eastham is closely associated with the Well
fleet industry, and practically all the business is carried on by Well
fleet firms.

The grants extend along the western shore from the Eastham-Well
fleet line south, running out into the bay a distance of 1 mile. The
average width of these grants is 900 feet. Twenty-four grants have
been given out by the selectmen, but only 12 of these are in existence
at the present time, the others having lapsed. for non-payment of dues.
(The town charges $3 for the original grant, and $1 each· year there
after). The area of the grants is 800 acres, of which only 125 acres
are under cultivation. As all the business, which is but small, is done
by Wellfleet firms, the statistics of the industry are included in the
Wellfleet report. All the grants, as at Wellfleet, expire in 1910.

OrleafWI.

There are 5 grants on the west coast of the town, but practically
nothing is done in the oyster business. The oyster industry of Orleans is
a dead issue, and quahaugers dig at will·over all the granted territory.

The grants are all eight to nine yeare old, and will not be renewed,
as they are said to be unconstitutional, since the waters of Eastham
and Orleans are common, and the consent of Eastham was not ob
tained when they were granted. The real reason for not renewing
them will be because they are not profitable. The sand shifts on
a good deal of the territory, and where the water is too deep for
shifting, oyster culture does not seem to pay.

Four years ago 15,000 bushels of two-year-old "seed" was iant
here from Connecticut. The greater part of this "seed" died in
transportation, and much of. the remainder was killed by the shifting
sand. Two years ago (1905) 3,000 bushels of marketable oysters were
shipped from Orleans; but little has been done since then. No set
has ever been caught here, although spat catches readily on the rocks
which lie between the tide lines.

Chatham.

The oyster furnishes an important industry for the town of Chat
ham, which ranks next to Wellfleet and Cotuit in the production of
" Cape" oysters.

The oyster grants are all situated in Oyster Pond and Oyster Pond
River, covering an area of 65 acres of excellent bottom. Of this, 55
acres is hard bottom; 6 acres, soft mud; and 4 acres of coarse shifting
sand. The whole of Oyster .Pond River and the most of the shore
waters of Oyster Pond are taken up by grants. The central part of
Oyster Pond possesses a soft bottom, and is therefore unsuited for
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oyster culture. The depth of water over the grants varies from dry
to 6 feet at low tide.

Records show that a natural oyster bed once existed in Oyster Pond,
as in 1802 "excellent oysters, but scarce," were reported. Even now
old shell heaps are found, which contain extremely large oyster shells,
and indicate that the Indians used these oysters for food. Indeed,
the name, Oyster Pond, was given long before grants were issued,
and doubtless received this name because of these natural oysters.

No natural oysters remained in 1877, when the first grants were
issued to George S. Atwood, John Vanhise, Jonathan Small, Stephen
Gould and Frank Lanpier. The last three named held together one
grant in Oyster Pond River; Atwood's grant was in Oyster Pond;
while Vanhise's grant was partly in Oyster Pond and partly in Stage
harbor, where oyster culture was a failure. The planting was not very
successful at first, owing to a lack of proper methods.

These grants were issued in 1874 for a term of twenty years. The
next series of grants were issued for ten years, and in 1893 the first
grants were renewed for the same length of time. Since the period
of the twenty-year grants there have been two ten-year leases, and
the present leases will expire in 1911.

A town regulation restricts the oyster grants to the southern waters
of the town, and allows no grants to be given in the waters of Pleasant
Bay, where there is considerable territory which might be suitable for
oyster raising. As all the available territory is now taken up in Oyster
Pond, no more grants can be issued.

The method of obtaining a grant by a resident of the town is to
choose the locality, stake out the grant and report the same to the
selectmen, who will grant a license if the bounds are satisfactorily
described, and no part of another grant is included. The price of the
lieense, which runs for a period of ten years, is $2, and 50 cents is
charged for recording it. No regular survey of the grant is made.
Taxes are paid yearly on stock and working capital.

Capital invested,
Power boats,
Value of power boats,
Sail boats,
Value of Bail boats, .
Dories and skiffs,
Value of dories and skiffs,
SOOWll,
Value of scows,
Implements: -

Dredges,
Tongs,

Value of implements,
Value of shore property, .
Value of oysters on grant,

$26,533
1

$300
2

$500
8

$105
12

$790

10
34

$313
$1,225

$23,300
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Owing to the shallow water, most of the work is done by tonging.
Flat scows, 25 by 10 feet, are generally used for this work, as they
afl'ord excellent footing for the oysterman in tonging and plenty of
room for the oysters. These scows, which have a capacity of 100
bushels, can be anchored by stakes or iron piping, and definite areas
covered by the tonger. In the fall the oystermen make their" culls"
on these scows. Chatham is the only town in Massachusetts where
scows are in general use. Dredging is done only to a limited extent
by 3 oystermen, the others all using tongs. Twenty men are engaged
from four to six months of the year in the oyster business at Chatham.

The production for 190fH>7 was 14,550 bushels, valued at $23,987.
The oyster industry has been increasing every year, the production for
190fH>7 being one-third more than the 1905-06 output. The oystermen
are unanimous in saying that the oyster business of Chatham is steadily
improving.

No "seed" oysters are raised in Chatham, as no large set has ever
been caught, and all attempts in this line have proved unsuccessfuL
All the" seed" oysters are brought from Greenport, L. I. These run
from two to four years old, the larger oysters being preferred. As &

rule, oystermen are forced to take what they can goet when they buy seed.
The only natural enemy which infests the Chatham oyster is the

oyster drill (Urosalpm:r: cinerea). The damage done by this pest is
slight, amounting·to nearly $800 annually.

Harwich.

No oyster industry is now carried on in the town of Harwich. A
natural oyster bed once existed in Herring .River, and occasionally a
few oysters can be picked up at the present time; but the bed is prac
tically fished out. 'J;'his bed once extended a distance of three-quarters
of a mile in the lower part of the river.

In 1824 an act was passed to prevent /I the wilful destruction of
oysters and other shellfish in the town of Harwich," which shows that
even as early as 1824 the natural bed in Herring River was on the
verge of depletion.

Dennis and Yarmouth.

The oyster industries of Dennis and Yarmouth are so connected
that they will have to be considered as belonging to one town.

Four grants have been leased in the two towns, but only 2 of these
are worked. Three grants are situated in Bass River, while the fourth,
which is not operated, owing to the shifting sand, lies outside Dog
Fish Bar. The 2 grants which are worked are situated in Bass River,
and comprise an area of 10 acres of hard bottom, all of which is suit
able for oyster culture. The Bass River grants, which are taxed at
the valuation of $1,000 apiece, expire in 1914.

Mill Creek, in West Yarmouth, one of the most valuable shellfish
areas in the town, originally contained a natural oyster bed which
extended from the mouth of the creek up for 1,000 feet. comprising
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an area of 2¥.! acres. Nevertheless, this was granted in 1895 for a
period of ten years. Two years ,ago the lease expired, and it is said
that the oysters have come in again in abundance.

All along the BOuth shore of the two towns "seed" oysters, which
have been washed out of Mill Creek, can be picked up. A small amount
of "seed" is raised on the grants, but this is not enough to furnish
the requisite amount required for planting purposes, so about 2,500
bushels is annually brought into the town from Oyster Bay, L. I.

No damage is done in these waters by the natural enemies of the
oyster, as both the starfish and oyster drill are very scarce.

One thousand bushels of marketable oysters, valued at $1,500, were
shipped in the season of 1906-07.

Three men are engaged for a period of seven and one-half months
in the oyster industry.

Capital invested,
Dories,
Value of dories,
Tongs,
Value of implements,
Value of shore property,
Value of bedded oysters,

• $5,175
2

$25
5

$50
$100

$5,000

The oysters are taken by tonging from dories, as the water is com
paratively shallow. No dredging is done.

Yarmouth is the only town in the State which requires a license for
taking oysters from a natural bed.

Bam,tab'l8.

Barnstable is the great oyster town of the Commonwealth, as it
has the twofold distinction of possessing the most extensive industry
and producing the finest quality of oysters. The causes which have
brought the cultivation of oysters in this town to so fiourishing a
coudition have been fourfold: first, Barnstable has a long coast line,
much cut up by bays and rivers, which give it a very large available
area; secondly, this area is remarkably suited for the cultivation of
oysters, as it is for the most part hard, clean bottom, in comparatively
shallow water and well sheltered from storms; thirdly, there is little
damage from the enemies of the oyster, - the starfish, winkle and
drill, fourthly, the waters of the township are notably pure, free from
eontamination, and well adapted for the production of a rapid-growing
oyster of excellent quality.

Barnstable township contains several villages, three of which, Cotuit,
Marston's Mills and Osterville, are prosperous centers of the oyster
fishery. Hyannis, a fourth village, once maintained a business of this
nature, which proved unprofitable and has now practically disappeared.
Oyster grants are scattered along the shores of Popponesset River and
Bay, in Cotuit harbor, Bluff Channel, South Bay, Osterville Narrows
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and at Marston's Mills. In addition, a large but indefinite territory
along the southern shore, as indicated on the map, is maintained as
experimental grants.

Cotuit is by far the most important center of the industry. Here
the fishery is conducted on an extensive scale. The white, clean sandy
bottom and the remarkably pure waters of the bay produce an oyster
with a bright, clear shell, which distinguishes it from oysters grown
elsewhere. This Cotuit oyster is much sought for by hotels and fancy
dealers, and is univel"Bally considered par excellence among Massa
chusetts oysters.

Barnstable, though supporting an immense industry, has by no means
exhausted her latent resources. Extensive experiments to increase the
productive area of the town have been carried on for the past few
yea1"8. A strip of territory along the southern coast, some 4 miles
long and 3 miles wide, has been granted. This territory is of doubtful
utility, as the bottom is largely shifting sand exposed to the full force
of southerly gales. These grants have hardly been in force long enough
to demonstrate their possibilities, but it is probable that a large terri
tory may be thoroughly suitable for the future expansion of the oyster
industry.

Unfortunately, several oystermen did not make statistical returns,
thus rendering a complete record for the Barnstable oyster industry
impossible. The majority of the oystermen willingly responded, and
the present report comprises only those returns which have been sent in.

The total area comprised by the grants, 29 in number, is 188 acres,
of' which 121 acres are of' hard bottom, suitable for oyster culture.
There is very little shifting bottom. The usual Cotuit bottom is a clear
sand, which is especially favorable for the production of fine oysters.

Thirty-three men are employed from six to eight months each year
in the industry, which gave in 1906-{)7 a production of 25,850 bushels
of marketable oysters, valued at $4A,050. Except for a small natural
oyster bed at Centerville, no "seed" is caught in Barnstable, and is
all brought from Long Island and Connecticut. Several firms plant
only large oysters, bedding them in the spring and taking them up
the following fall, when they have acquired the Cotuit flavor.

Capital invested,
Power boats,
Value of power boats,
Sail boats,
Value of sail boats, .
Dories,
Value of dories,
Scows,
Value of scows,
Implements: -

Dredges,
Tongs,

$39,558
f

$3,900
3

$800
22

$413
7

$156
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Value of implements,
Value of shore property, .
Value of oYlltel'll on grant,

149

$1,139
$4,300

$28,850

Mashpee.

The oyster industry of Mashpee is rather limited. Five grants
exist in the west channel of Popponesset River, covering practically
all the territory. Only about 5 to 10 acres of this territory is suitable
for oyster culture. The ground granted for oysters is used indis
criminately for quahauging anel scalloping, and seems to be almost
public property.

But one man is engaged in the oyster business, and he rarely ships
any, but peddles them around the community. No" seed" is caught.
Starfish and oyster drills are very scarce. A cat boat, dory and tongs
constitute the capital invested, which is valued at $200. The annual
production is valued at $100.

Falmouth.

The oyster industry of Falmouth is conducted on the south side of
the town, in the waters of Waquoit Bay. There are no oysters on
the Buzzards Bay side of the town.

According to the town records, there are 22 grants in existence.
These grants are mostly small, not averaging more· than 2 to 10 acres,
and are but little cultivated. Returns from 6 of these grants, which
eomprise all the territory worked for market, are alone used for the
statistical figures.

The best oyster territory is in Waquoit Bay and Child's River. In
Waquoit Bay 6 acres are granted, 4% acres of which is hard bottom,
suitable for oyster culture. In Child's River the grants comprise 20
acres, two-thirds of which, or 13 acres, is hard bottom. Altogether,
IlOme 44 acres are granted, and, although a good deal of the surface is
muddy, there are 23 acres of very fair oyster ground.

No business is made of raising "seed," but from two to three year
old "seed" is shipped from Greenport, L. I., and replanted.

In 1906-tl7, 3,012 bushels of marketable oysters, valued at $6,025,
were shipped. Many of the grants are leased to men who raise oysters
for their own use only, while but few make a business of shipping
oysters.

The only enemy is the oyster drill, which does but slight damage here.
Three men are engaged for nine months each year in the oyster in

dustry at Falmouth; while 5 or more run grants for their own use.

Capital invested,
Power boats,
Value of power boats,
Bail boats, .
Value of sail boats,
Dories,
Value of dories, .

$3,080
1

$800
1

$250
4

$75
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Scows,
Value of scows, .
Implements: -

Dredges,
Tongs,

Value of implements, .
Value of shore property,
Value of bedded oysters, .

1
~OO

2
6

$105
$1,000
~O

BUZ6ard8 Bay District

The Buzzards Bay oyster industry. is in a state verging on chaos.
In some specially favored localities it is in a flourishing condition; in
others hardly less favorable it is almost completely stagnant. Great
natural advantages exist, which if properly utilized would create a
business of immense proportions. These resources are for the most
part but poorly improved, and in many cases are neglected altogether.
A spirit of uncertainty, which discourages confidence and checks initia
tive, seems to pervade the business atmosphere. Amid this uncertainty
and conflicting forces, one fact, at once the starting point of the whole
difficulty and at the same time the sole solution of the problem, stands
out vividly clear. This is the need of proper legislation.

The troubles which beset the Buzzards Bay oyster industry are
directly traceable to defects in the present legislative system. These
defects are both active and passive. In some cases unwise and illogical
laws are in operation, which hamper business activity j in other cases
laws for which there is a crying need are laid aside or neglected. A
reform in certain aspects of town supervision is the demand of the
hour. Until the present system receives an overhauling, it is doubtful
if the industry will ever experience full prosperity.

In order to gain a clear insight into the difficulties which darken
the immediate outlook in this region, it will be necessary to take a
brief survey of the history and present status of the industry.

The beginnings of the oyster fishery in Buzzards Bay arose from the
exploitation and subsequent depletion of the natural beds. These beds,
of which there are several scattered along the coast from Bourne to
Mattapoisett, furnished for a long time a large annual output of
oysters. In the early '70's the supply began to decrease rapidly, and
the fear of total extermination caused the selectmen of Marion, Ware
ham and Sandwich (Bourne) to attempt a strict supervision of the
fishery. These attempts were in all cases unsatisfactory, and about 1875
the artificial culture of oysters began almost simultaneously in the
three towns by the issue of licenses or grants to private individuals.
The measure was popular from the first. Almost all the available land
was speedily appropriated, and a flourishing but exotic industry, stimu
lated by a considerable outlay of capital, burst into life.

At Marion the new business lasted precisely flfteen years. The in
dustry was largely a losing venture. The oysters did not grow well,
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and were of inferior quality. In time, doubtless, when the causes which
produced these effects had been studied, a stable and well-ordered in
dustry would have resulted. It is but natural to assume that where
oysters grew in a " wild" state, cultivated ones could likewise be grown.
Such an outcome, however, was not destined to follow. The grants
had been 80 given that they all expired at the same time. When this
date arrived, the majority of the inhabitants of Marion were of the
opinion that the oyster grants would yield far better returns if utilized
merely for the quahaugs which grew naturally on them, and the
whole harbor was consequently thrown open as common ground. From
that date the quahaug fishery has waned almost to the point of ex
tinetion, but no efforts have been made to resurrect the old oyster
industry, which has practically disappeared.

At Bourne the industry began with bright prospects. The present
business, though somewhat impoverish,ed, still possesses those inherent
resources which are capable of developing a more extensive industry.

At Wareham the business was of slower growth and more logical
development, and it has continued to increase, until at present the
town pOllllellSeS an important industry. It has struggled with many
problems which have retarded its growth, and which still embarrass it.
These are primarily problems of legislation, as the industry stands in
need of better regulations before it can attain its maximum develop
ment.

In all these difficulties, which have been briefiy outlined and hinted
at, the main source of annoyance has been the strife between two rival
factions, - the oyster and quahaug interests. These interests have ever
been at war, and the result has been almost fatally destructive to both.
The questions at stake in this controversy have been broad in their
general interest. The quahaug industry is essentially democratic, repre
IIenting roughly labor as against capital, and demands that tidal fiats
and waters be kept as common property for general use. The oyster
industry, on the other hand, is essentially exclusive, representing or
ganized capital, and maintains that oyster grants are as much the sub
ject of private ownership as farms and city lots. The whole aim of
legislation has been to reconcile these wholly opposite theories. The
problem has been complex and many-sided, and it is not strange that
the selectmen of the towns in question have been unable to harmonize
the two factions or pass regulations suitable to both parties. Certain
it is that in trying to. benefit both they have benefited neither, and the
present confusion has resulted.

The matter is one certainly of sufficient importance to merit attention
from the State. It is not merely local. The whole Commonwealth is
interested vitally in the development of its industries, and it is unwise
to allow so important an industry as the oyster fishery to remain solely
in the hands of local authority, especially when local authority has
shown itself unable to cope with the problem.
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The present system in vogue in the Buzzards Bay district is perhaps
unfair to both parties in its policy. The selectmen may lease an
unlimited number of grants, of an unlimited area, to any citizen or
number of citizens of the town in question. Theoretically at least they
may grant all the available area in sight to one man. . There must
of course be the formality of a hearing, and sufficient pressure may
be and is frequently brought to bear upon the selectmen to retard them
from exercising the full extent of their authority; but nevertheless
the system is unjust to the majority, and it is small wonder that the
quahaug fishermen feel aggrieved that some of their former privileges
are thus curtailed. Furthermore, the clause which demands that these
grants should be used for the cultivation of oysters is oftentimes openly
evaded, and a good portion of the granted area, though not used for
oysters, is closed to the quahaugers.

On the other hand, the oystermen, while apparently enjoYing great
privileges, in reality are severely handicapped. An oysterman obtains
a grant perhaps with great difficulty, owing to opposition from the
qnahaug men. He can carry on no extensive business without the
expenditure of considerable capital. If he "seeds" his grant, the first
two or three years are spent in the maturing of the first harvest. The
grant is given only for ten years; consequently, when it has run for
seven or eight years the owner is in doubt whether to plant any more
"seed," as he does not know that his license will be renewed and
naturally does not wish to plant a bed for his unknown successor.
Again, if he is fairly successful and wishes to expand his business,
he cannot without great risk invest in the costly equipment necessary
for such an enterprise, as he has no certainty of getting a sufficient
amount of territory or of keeping it any length of time. Furthermore,
additional complications arise from the disputes with owners of ad
joining shore properly. This is particularly unfortunate, as this tidal
area along the shore is most valuable for the collection of oyster set
or " seed."

From the foregoing statements it appears that the oyster and qua
hang factions are in the position of two combatants who continue
to fight, while the object of the strife is lost to both. It is impossible
to handle so grave a problem by merely theorizing, but a few ideas
might be suggested as bearing favorably on the subject. It would
seem wise to refrain as far as possible from granting the best portions
of quahaug territory, for there is sufficient room for both industries
to flourish. Then, too, grants might be rented at so much per acre
as long as the owner desired within certain time limits, assuming that
he paid his annual rental and improved his grant. These and other
suggestions might be made which would seem an improvement over
the present circumstances; but it is doubtful if conditions can be much
bettered until some motive force and centralized authority is supplied
by proper legislation.
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Bourne.

Bourne has long supported a promising oyster industry. In some
~spects it has greater advantages for the extension of this business
than Wareham, but the invested capital, the annual product and the
resulting revenue are all overshadowed by those of its neighboring rival.
The great natural resources which Bourne possesses, its extensive avail
able area, its multiplicity of bays, inlets, islands and rivers, - these and
a variety of other causes combine to make it a most favorable locality
for the growth of oysters; and it is indeed an unfortunate circumstance
both for the shellfish interests of the community and the broader inter
ests of the State that so great a source of economic wealth should be so
little improved. The vexing questions which harass the oyster planters
of Wareham and hamper their efforts are present here in even greater
force. In many places where a flourishing business was once carried on
the industry is at a standstill, while nowhere does it evince that life
and activity which its decided advantages warrant.

The town books contain records of 135 grants in force to-day. No
accurate system of charting is in vogue except in the Monument River,
and no absolutely reliable data concerning the total area is available,
but the combined territory comprised in these grants aggregates nearly
600 acres. Of this territory, however, only a portion, and a relatively
small portion, is really improved; the remainder is either allowed to lie
dormant or is worked merely for the quahaugs which it produces. The
oyster territory of Bourne is divided into five distinct sections: the
Monument River section, the region about Mashnee Island, Toby Island
and vieinity, Basset's Island and the neighborhood of Wing's Neck, and
Pocasset and the Red Brook harbor or Cataumet district. Of these
five regions, the Monument River ranks first, both in the total area and
also in importance, and it is here that most of the business is carried on.

The statistical returns of the Bourne oystermen show that only 42
grants comprising 100 acres are worked. Of this 83 acres is hard
bottom suitable for oyster raising while the remaining 17 acres is mostly
80ft mud.

Capital invested,
Power boats,
Value of power boats,
Sail boats,
Value of sail boats, .
Dories and skiffs,
Value of dories and skiffs,
Implements: -

Dredges,
Tongs,

Value of implements,
Value of shore property, .
Value of bedded oysters, .

$24,448
3

$3,000
8

$1,900
29

$615

99
38

$483
$150

$18,300



154 THE MOLLUSK FISHERIES

Twenty-one men make a living from the industry. The production
for the year ending Aug. 1, 1907, amounted to 2,100 bushels of mar
ketable oysters, valued at $4,100, and 23,000 bushels of "seed," worth
$15,000. The methods employed in oyster culture here are similar t6>
those in use at Wareham. Thousands of bushels of shells, preferably
those of the scallop, are strewn over the bottom to collect the set, which
is then taken up and transferred to the proper grant or shipped for
sale. The two great enemies of the oyster, the borer or drill, and the
starfish, flourish here. The borer seems more destructive in those sec
tions which are comparatively sheltered, the starfish in more exposed
localities.

The history of the industry is one of picturesque variety. The
beginnings of the industry were bright with promise; the sudden growth
which followed was spectacular but erratic; and the difficulties which
soon arose plunged it into complications from which it emerged much
shattered and greatly declined. Originally there were three good
natural beds, - in Monument River, Barlow's River and Red Brook
harbor, respectively. These beds long supplied all the oysters pro
duced, and when in 1834 they began to be depleted, legislation was
enacted regulating them until 1863, when the town surveyed a number
of grants in the Monument River, each with an average area of 1% to 10
acres, and allowed one of these grants to every citizen desiring it, on
the payment of $2.50. These old beds still linger as rather uncertain
assets of the communal wealth. The Monument River grounds still
supply a fairly large harvest, the Barlow River has declined much
more, while the Cataumet beds are nearly extinct.

The shellfish laws of this region are of vital importance, as it is their
pro'vince to inaugurate' order from chaos, put a stop to wasteful meth
ods, and take such steps as appear necessary for the proper develop
ment of the industry. How greatly these laws fail in their mission is
abundantly shown by the present conditions of the fishery. The whole
situation is on the threshold of a change. What this change will be,
whether for better or worse, depends upon the legislation of the future.

Wareham.

Wareham is the second town in the Spte in the production of
oysters, being excelled in this respect by Barnstable alone. Its com
manding position at the head of Buzzards Bay, the numerous indenta
tions of its coast line, and the three rivers which lie partially within its
borders, give it a wide expanse of available territory exceptionally
favorable for the development of this shellfish industry.

The substantial success which has attended the oyster business at
Wareham has been attained by slow but steady growth. Many problems
have been encountered, - problems of local prejudice, opposition from
rival industries and the like; but these problems have simply hampered
the industry, - they have not sufficed to check its growth. At present
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the business seems firmly established, and can enter on its future career
of prosperity as soon as the barriers which block its progress shall have
been removed.

The town records show a total of 125 grants in operation today.
These grants are poorly described and for the most part unsurveyed,
but their total area approximates 1,000 acres. According to the
statistical returns of the oystermen, 70 grants, comprising 196 acres,
are under cultivation. Of this, 159 acres are of hard bottom, suitable
for oyster planting, while the waste area is equally soft mud and
shifting sand.

Capital invested,
Power boats,
Value of power boats,
Bail boats,
Value of sail boatB, •
Doriee and skiffs,
Value of dories and ski!'s,
Scows,
Value of 1ICOW8,

Implement.: -
Dredges,
TODgII,

Value of implementB,
Value of shore property, .
Value of bedded oyBterB, •

$40,620
4

$a,800
17

$4,485
50

$820
2

$250

120
84

$1,120
$2,420

$27,725

The catching of oyster It seed" at Wareham is more important than
the raising of marketable oysters; 22,100 bushels of seed, valued at
$12,090, were exported last year (1906-07). Thousands of bushels
of shells, chiefly those of the scallop, are planted yearly in shallow
water, to catch the set. The territory where these shells may be planted
to the best advantage is on the fringe of tidal flats which skirt the
eoast. This area, however, which is consequently of considerable value,
is of doubtful ownership, being claimed both by the oystermen and also
by the owners of the adjacent shore property. The dispute arising
over this question has been most harmful to the industry.

The marketable oysters raised at Wareham are of very good quality.
There were 7,770 bushels of these oysters, valued at $12,790, produced
in 1906-07, and shipped mostly to New York and Boston. Altogether,
there are 26 men depending on this industry for a living.

Besides the grants, there are two native beds, one each in the Ware
ham and the Weweantit rivers. These beds comprise nearly 80 acres,
and, though now greatly reduced, they still yield a considerable amount
of seed oysters.

The laws governing the industry here are similar to those at
Bourne. The ten-year grsnt prevails, with all its attendant evils to the
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oysterman; while the quahaugers have abundant cause to complain,
from the fact that practically'all the available territory has been
granted to the oystermen. While it is truo that scarcely a third of this
land is utilized for the cultivation of oysters, it is likewise true that the
rights of the oystermen are by no means strictly observed by the qua
hauger. There can be but one result of this policy, - endless wrangling
and confusion, and, in the end, loss to both parties. The unfortunate
thing about the whole matter is that most of this wastefulness is en
tirely needless; but this is a problem for future legislation.

Marion.

The oyster industry at Marion is practically dead. The last grants
expired some ten or twelve years ago, and were never renewed. Of
the two original natural beds, that in Blankinship's Cove is now almost
entirely depleted, while the larger and more important bed in the
Weweantit River has greatly declined in importance. This bed, how
ever, still supplies all the marketable oysters produced within the town,
though the annual· produetion is insignificant. From twenty-five to
thirty years ago the oyster industry had its beginning, and for a time
flourished. Alnwst all the available territory, both in the harbor and
in the Weweantit River, was granted. The older grants were leased
for fifteen years, and those of later date were arranged to run out at
the same time; so it followed that all the leases expired simultaneously,
and the industry came to an abrupt end. These old grants were not
renewed, for two reasons: first, they had not paid very well; and,
secondly, the growing quahaug industry promised more lucrative returns.
The scallops, too, began to be abundant, and the old oyster business
gave way before its newer and more prosperous competitors.

Fall River District.

The Fall River district, comprising the six towns of Fall River, Free
town, Berkley, Dighton, Somerset and Swansea, may best be treated
as a geographical unit. The oyster industries of the individual com
munities overlap to a considerable extent, and make distinct separation
difficult, while, as the same methods of culture everywhere obtain and
the same problems and difficulties are encountered, a brief survey of
this whole region may be comprehensively discussed in one article.

The beautiful shores of Mount Hope Bay and its tributary streams,
the Cole, Lee and Taunton rivers, furnish an extensive territory for
a large oyster industry. The best of this area is now included within
the confines of the bay itself, though the Cole and Lee rivers furnish a
small but valuable addition. The Taunton River, however, which thirty
years ago produced the finest oysters in the State, and was the main
source of supply for this district, has become utterly worthless for the
growth of marketable oysters. In fact, this river, with its curious
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history, and the difficulties which it now presents to the carrying on
of an important and profitable industry, furnishes the most interesting
problem of this whole region. This river embraces the entire oyster
territory of Freetown, Berkley and Dighton and portions of Somerset
and Fall River, - certainly half of all the available territory of the
whole section; and yet it is an indisputable fact that this large and
formerly profitable area is now altogether unsuitable for the production
of edible shellfish.

The causes for this transformation of a river which once supplied
a large annual revenue to the prosperous communities which lined its
banks, into a stream unwholesome and unfit for the proper maturing
of its shellfish, have been much discussed. The prevailing opinion
seems to .lay the blame to the impurities discharged into the river by
the Taunton factories. Other theories, ingenious but far less worthy
of weight, have been urged; but the burden of evidence strongly points
to the sewage of the city of Taunton as the probable main factor in
the decline of the industry.

While greatly impaired as a favorable territory for the propagation
of oysters, the river, however, is still largely utilized. Extensive grants
are sold by the towns of Dighton, Berkley and Freetown to oystermen,
who bed them with " seed," which is allowed to remain until it is from
two to three years old, when it is taken up and replanted in some other
locality where the waters are uncontaminated, and here left for a
certain time until it becomes "purified" and ready for shipment to
market. By this method the old grants are still worked, though greatly
deelined in value, as oysters can no longer be sold to market direct,
and the process of transplanting entails considerable expense.

In the other towns of this region the industry is carried on much the
same as in Buzzards Bay or Barnstable. A great deal of attention is
paid to the enemies of the 'oyster, particularly the starfish. This animal
is combated chiefly with "mops" of cotton waste which are dragged
over the bottom, and the starfish, becoming entangled in the strands, are
removed and destroyed. As this fairly effectual warfare is being con
stantly waged, the numbers of this pest are kept well reduced, and the
grounds maintained in very good condition.

By a peculiar local custom, which would be decidedly unpopular in
some coast communities, the towns of this section usually sell their
entire oyster privilege to some individual or company, ordinarily the
highest bidder. In this manner, aided by the fact that some persons
purchasing such rights re-sell them to others, the oyster industry of
this entire region is owned and controlled by a very few men. This
arrangement, however, does not seem to be unpopular, the only difficulty
arising from those clammers who are accustomed to dig clams under
water, and sometimes find a bed located on an oysterman's grant. In
such cases the owners UBually waive their rights, and allow the clammers
to dig undisturbed.
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As ha.s been said, the oyster industry in this district, while it has by
no means attained its maximum development, has indeed reached very
considerable proportions. The entire amount of area granted aggre
gates 810 acres. Of this total, some 510 acres are suitable for oyster
culture, the remainder being soft mud, shifting sand, or otherwise unfit
for utilization. The entire output for 1907 exceeded 38,000 bushels,
valued at $26,250. Thirty-six men depend partially upon the business
for a livelihood.

Capital invested,
Power boats,
Value of power boats,
Dories and skiffs,
Value of dories and skiffs,
Implements: -

Dredges,
Tongs,

Value of implements,
Value of shore property, .
Value of oysters on grant,

.96,540
9

.19,500
17

*340

III
18

t2,OOO
.6,200

.68,500

Nantucket.

The oyster industry of Nantucket is of recent origin, and the oysters
are as yet raised only for home consumption.

Two grants have been leased by the selectmen, but only one of these
is now planted. These grants are situated in the east and west bends
of Polpys harbor. The cultivated grant in the west bend comprises
some 20 acres, only 3 of which are of hard bottom and suitable for
oyster culture, the remaining 17 having a soft mud bottom.

The" seed" planted on the grant is obtained at New Haven. In the
la.st few years the oysters on this grant have thrown a large quantity
of spawn, which has caught on piles and stones at various places around
Nantucket harbor.

The only enemy to the Nantucket oyster is the oyster drill.
The production of marketable oysters for 1906-07 was 200 bushels,

valued at $400. These were sold for home trade on the island.
One man is engaged in the oyster business for a period of three

months each year.
The oysters are taken both by dredging and with tongs.

Capital invested,
Power boats,
Value of power boats,
Dories,
Value of dories, .
Implements: -

Dredges,
Tongs,

.1,358
1

.SOO
1

t18

B
1
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VaJue of implements,
VaJue of shore property,
VaJue of oysters on grant, .

159

*15
.25

.SOO

CLAM (Mya arenaria).

Mya artmaria, commonly known as the" soft" or " long-neck" clam,
is found along the entire Massachusetts coast, wherever there is afforded
a sufficient shelter from the open ocean. Exposed beaches with open
surf are never inhabited by this mollusk, which is usually found on
the tide flats of bays, inlets and rivers, and on the sheltered beaches
between high and low tide lines. The clam occurs in various kinds of
soil, from rocky gravel to soft mud, but grows best in a tenacious soil
of mud and sand, where it lies buried at a depth of from 6 to 12 inches.

.As Cape Cod marks the dividing line between a northern and a
southern fauna, it also divides the clam flats of Massachusetts into two
distinct areas. The same clam is found both north and south of Cape
Cod, but the natural conditions under which it lives are quite different.
In comparing these two areas, several points of difference are noted.

(1) The clam areas of the north coast are mostly large flats, while
those of the south shore are confined to a narrow shore strip, as Buz
zards Bay and the south side of Cape Cod for certain geological reasons
do not possess flats, but merely beaches.

(2) The rise and fall of the tide is much higher on the north shore,
thus giving an extent of available flats nearly six times the clam area
south of Cape Cod.

(3) Clam growth as a rule is much faster on the north shore. This
is due to the great amount of tide flow over the river flats of the north
shore. Current is the main essential for rapid clam growth, as it
transports the food. The average south shore flats possess merely the
rille and fall of the tide, and as a rule have not the currents of the north
shore rivers.

(4) The temperature of the northern waters is several degrees colder
than the waters south of Cape Cod. This affords, as has been shown
experimentally, a longer season of growth for the southern clam. The
north shore clam in the Essex region only increases the size of its shell
through the six summer months, while the south shore clam grows
slightly during the winter.

The present advantages lie wholly with the north shore district, as
through overdigging the less extensive areas of southern Massachusetts
have become in most parts commercially barren. Overdigging has not
occurred to the same extent on the north shore, owing to the vast extent
of the flats. Nevertheless, many acres of these, as at Plymouth,
Kingston, Duxbury, and even Gloucester and Essex, have become wholly
or partially unproductive. The only important clamming in Massachu
setts tod/lY is found in the towns bordering Ipswich Bay. The south
shore and a good part of the north shore furnish but few clams for
the market.
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In view of restocking the barren areas through cultural methods,
the north shore possesses two advantages over the south shore :
it has a larger natural supply at present, which will make restocking
easier; it has larger areas of flats, which can be made to produce
twenty times the normal yield of the south shore flats. Although,
compared with the north shore, the clam area of the south shore seems
poor, it is above the average when compared with the clam areas of the
other States south of Massachusetts, and when properly restocked the
clam flats of southern Massachusetts should furnish a large annual pro
duction.

If the clam industry is not properly cared for, it will be totally
ruined before many years. The clammers do not realize this, because
of a mistaken impression that nature will forever furnish them with
good clamming, and they have little thought for the future; while, on
the other hand, the consumer is indifferent from lack of knowledge.

Scope of the Report. - The object of this report is to present in
brief form the condition of the clam fishery in Massachusetts. For this
purpose facts showing the present extent of the ~dustry have been
compiled, with the view of furnishing both the clammer and consumer
with certain desirable- information.

The report will consider: (1) general conditions of the industry of
1907; (2) a survey of the clam-producing area, illustrated by maps;
(3) a plan of clam culture which will make productive many acres of
barren flats; (4) the history of the clam industry, a comparison being
made between the industries of 1879 and 1907; (5) a description of the
industry.

Methods of Work. - The same methods as used with the other shell
fish were pursued in obtaining the statistical data for the clam industry.
The clam-producing areas were examined and the observations recorded.
Town records, which were of some assistance with the other shellfish,
furnished practically no clam data, compelling the Commission to rely
upon the estimates of the clammers and clam dealers. While this
method made it difficult to secure accurate detailed information, the
statistics for each town were checked up in a variety of ways, thus
furnishing as nearly correct figures as can be obtained.

In making an historical comparison of 1879 and 1907, the report
of Ernest Ingersoll on the clam fishery of the United States, and the
report of A. Howard Clark on the fisheries of Massachusetts, as pub
lished in the United States Fish Commission Report, Section V,
volume 2, and Section II., respectively, were of great use, as practically
all of the statistics for 1879 were obtained from these two reports.

In making the survey of the clam areas, records were made of:
(1) soil; (2) food (a) in water, (b) on surface of soil; (3) rate of
currents; (4) abundance of clams and localities of set; (5) barren flats
that can be made productive. In the present report only the kind of
soil, abundance of clams and area of barren flats will be given, the
food problem being reserved for later publication.
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Summary. - In the following summary the seacoast towns are ar
ranged in geographical order from north to south. The number of
men includes both regular and intermittent clammers who dig for the
market; all others are excluded. In determining the production of
any town it is impossible to obtain exactly correct figures, as the amount
dug for home consumption is an unestimable quantity, and the clams
are marketed in a number of ways, rendering it almost impossible to
get complete statistics. The pro4uction statistics have been obtained
in a variety of ways, and the final estimates have resulted from careful
consideration of all facts. The invested capital includes the clammer's
outfit and boat, but does not include personal apparel, such as boots and
oil skins.

The clam flats are divided into two main divisions: (1) productive;
and (2) barren. The barren areas are those where at present no clams
grow at all, not even scattering; and areas yielding even a few clams are
still considered productive flats, though to all practical purposes barren.
It was necessary to make the division thus, as otherwise no decisive line
could be drawn. The barren flats are divided into those sections that
can be made productive and those that can never be made to grow
clams. The productive flats, on the other hand, are divided into areas
of good clamming and areas of scattering clams which do not support
a commercial fishery. The normal production of the clam flats has been
carefully estimated, in view of the previous experiments of the Fish
and Game Commission, and the different classes of flats have each been
given a certain valuation in computing the total for each town. The
areas given of the clam flats are based upon calculations, as no engineer
ing survey was made.

The price of clams varies in different localities, and chiefly depends
upon the quality of clams and the method of marketing. In certain
towns clams are "shucked" (removed from the shell), - a process
which greatly increases their market value; while in other places they
are sold only in the shell. These two facts account for the apparent
nriation in the value of the production in different localities, as each
town is given its own market price.

The following production table does not include an important factor,
- the amount of clams dug by the summer people. An unestimable
quantity is annually taken from the flats in this way, and is not
included in the production statistics. Indeed, summer people have
affected the clamming interests of several towns, as the selectmen have
refused to place closed seasons, etc" on certain depleted flats in order
to eater to the summer residents, who desire free clamming near their
cottages. The total number of licenses issued by the boards of health
of Boston and New Bedford for taking shellfish in their respective
harbors are given as representing the number of clammers. In reality,
however, only a few of these licensees make a regular business of
clamming.
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Dartmouth, " 110 lIOO 160 15 10 II - 80 II III - 10 6,000

1 LIcenses. • Licensee tor bait.
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Declifle of the Natural Clam Supply. - The decline of the clam
supply is a matter of general knowledge. People who live along the
seashore realize that they can no longer gather the amount of clams
they once could dig with ease from the same flats. On the southern
shore of the State especially it is oftentimes difficult to obtain even
enough for family use. The consumer also realizes the loss of the
dam, as he is forced to pay higher prices.
If specific cases of this decline are demanded, the following instances

should show the exact depletion in the various localities. Even in the
best clam-producing town of the State, Newburyport, where the clam
production, according to statistics, has apparently increased dnring
the last twenty-five years (as a result of more men entering the fishery),
the supply has shown signs of failing. Essex now possesses many
acres of flats formerly productive which now lie in a practically barren
eondition. Gloucester can no longer boast of her former clam industry,
as the flats in Annisquam River are in poor condition. Hardly 30 men
now make a business of clamming in that town, whereas 92 men were
engaged in the fishery in 1879. PaSlling south of Gloucester, we find
great evidence of decline in the Boston harbor flats. Even before the
edict closing the harbor from clammers was ilJ force, the production did
not by any means equal that of 1879. Plymouth harbor, including the
three towns of Duxbury, Kingston and Plymouth, furnishes an excellent
illustration of this decline. Here an area of flats as extensive as' all
the other flats of the State combined now lies practically barren,
whereas in fo~er times great quantities of clams were taken. These
fists had already become depleted to a marked extent by 1879, and to-day
practically no clams are shipped to market from the Duxbury flats,
although you can still read "Duxbury clams" on the menus of the
hotels and restaurants, showing how important a clam industry this
town once possessed. Buzzards Bay district lies at present unproductive
except for supplying home consumption and the demands of the
summer people. The shores of Cape Cod no longer yield their former
supply of clams, and the most striking example of the extinction of a
flonrishing fishery is found in the town of Chatham, which now does not
produce one-tenth part of its production in 1879. The Fall River or
Narragansett Bay district does not come up to its past productiveness,
and now chiefly yields clams which in former times would have been
considered as too small to use.

As can be seen by the following table, which gives a comparison
between the industry in 1879 and 1907, the localities south of Glouces
ter all show a decline in their production, and there is no town on
the coast which has not shown some depletion in the natural clam
supply. The localities of the north shore, while indicating- by their
statistics a gain in production, nevertheless have not their former
abnndance, and the actual diminution of the supply is concealed by the
fact that more men have entered the industry.
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I

1879. 1907.

LOCALITY.
IBUlhela·1 IBuabeJa·1)[eD. Value. )[en. Value.

Ipswicb, 75 n,llOO 14,600 186 26,000 118,750

Salisbury and Newburyport, 60 28,800 11,500 ill 70,llOO 77,500

EBBex, . 75 l1,llOO ',llOO 50 15,000 12,750

Glouceeler, • 112 13,978 5,200 81 6,000 8,000

Boston barbor, 90 ~,OOO llO,OOO 8501 7,llOO 6,000

Duxbury, _I 5,000 2,llOO 5 700 600

Plymouth, -I 5,000 2,llOO 8 8,000 \l,llOO

Harwich, 15 1,126 'DO - 100 80

Chatham, 150 85,000 12,250 10 l,llOO l,llOO

Nantucket, _I 2,2llS 872 , '00 S50

Edgartown, . _I ,"000 1,670 7 1,200 1,000

New Bedford dIstrict, -I 5,800 2,900 ll3I!l 1,600 l,88li

Fan River dlstrlct, _I 8,875 8,121 25 5,815 6,1190

I LIcensee. I Sl.atlstlcs of the number of men engaged were unobtainable.

I
Causes of the Decline. - The same cause which has been stated in

the general report has contributed to the decline of the clam supply,
ie., the increasing demand which has led to overfishing. Thus the decline
can be directly attributed to the exploiting of natural clam resources
by man, although it must be admitted that natural ~ncies, such as
geographical changes, destroy the clam flats of certain localities and
build up others.

This decline has become possible through the indifference of the towns
to the welfare of their clam fishery, and by not restricting, through
town laws, the extermination of the clams in tinIe to allow nature to
replenish the flats. Some towns, such as Ipswich, have regulated this
matter by placing closed seasons on portions of the flats, which has
been the partial means of preserving their natural supply. Thus the
town laws have proved inadequate, as most towns have no laws at all,
or have such unwise ones that they often defeat their own object.

It is again necessary to emphasize the need of reform in the clam
industry. This Commonwealth once possessed an extensive supply of
clams, and still possesses part of its former abundance; but the present
supply is diminishing at such a rate that it will not be a quarter of a
century before the natural clam fishery will be commercially extinct.
On the south shore clams are now commercially extinct, and it is only
a question of time, if the present methods are allowed to remain, before
the north shore clams will also disappear. The experiments of the
Massachusetts department of fisheries and game and the work of men
who have planted this shellfish all show that thousands of dollars can
·be. brought into the State by utilizing the waste clam areas, and that
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the production can be so increased as to even exceed that of former
years. Immediate action is necessary, if this important industry is to
be saved.

The Remedy. - The remedy is comparatively simple, and abundant
proof of its success is at hand. By restocking the barren and unpro
ductive areas. of the Commonwealth the present production can be in
('reased many times. Experiments have shown that clams can be
readily, successfully and economically tr8nSPl:anted, and that it is
a completely practical undertaking. Kot only can the barren areas be
restocked, but the yield of the productive areas can be much increased.
Clam farming is the only practical method of restocking these areas,
and only through such means can the clam fiats be made to yield their
normal harvest.

• Glam Farming.
The subject of dam farming has received a good deal of attention

the past few years, and much has been said concerning the enormous
profits which would result from the cultivation of this shellfish. While
the newspaper statements have been for the most part correct, there has
been considerable exaggeration and many details have been inaccurate.
To remove any misapprehensions, the following aceount of clam farming
is given.

The nlue of clam farming has been perhaps overestimated. While
no fabulous returns are ever to be expected, the yield is large in pro
portion to the labor, and steady returns are sure. The methods used
are simple, the capital required is small, the area suitable for raising
elams is extensive, and clam farming gives promise of becoming one
of the most prominent and remunerative shore industries. The profits
derived from sneh a system should furnish steady employment for
hundreds of men on the Massachusetts coast.

Massachusetts possesses thousands of acres of tidal fiats which are
eapable of producing clams. Most of these fiats are practically barren,
i.e., produce no clams in paying quantities, and yet if planted with
small clams will yield in from one to two years large quantities of
marketable bivalves. This large area of barren flats should be divided
into small farms, which should be leased to individuals for the purpose
of planting and raising clams.

The Necessity of Glam Farming. - It is a well-known faet that the
natural supply of clams is becoming rapidly exhausted, and that this
important fishery will become commercially extinct unless steps are
taken to check its decline. The only practical means known at the
present time is clam farming. In the past, methods such as close
seasons and restricting the eatch have been used, but with poor results,
as these have been economically wrong. The correet method in such
eases is not to restrict the demand, but to increase the supply. Clam
fanning- offers the only means of increasing- the natural production,
and not only checking the dedine, but establishing a large industry.
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Is Clam Farmi.ng Practical' - Clam farming is not a theory but
an establishea fact. Clams will grow if planted in suitable places,
and will yield large returns. For three years the Commission of
Fisheries and Game have made numerous experiments in clam farming
in many seacoast towns. They have not only proved its complete
practicability, but have also shown that large profits result from suc
cessful planting. Records are on file at the State House showing the
exact results of these.experimental farms, which indicate the future
success of clam farming.

Besides the experiments of the Commission on Fisheries and Game,
successful clam farming is now being carried on in several towns of the
State. The leading town in this line is Essex, where at least 15 grants
are held by the clammers. The only protection given is based upon
public sentiment, which, howeYer, is sufficient to insure the success of
the enterprise. All these grants were staked out on flats which were
producing no clams when granted, although part of this area was once
very productiYe. So far these grants have proved most successful, thus
proving by actual experience that clam farming is a worthy rival of
agriculture.

Historical Attempts at Clam Farming. - Clam farming has been in
existence for years. The first record of any legislation upon this sub
ject is found in an act to regulate the clam fishery in and around the
shores of Plymouth, Kingston and Duxbury in 1870, whereby a license
was granted for a term not exceeding five years to any inhabitant of
these towns to plant, cultivate and dig clams. This license cost $2.50,
and gaye the exclusive use of the flats and creeks described to the
licensee and his heirs during the time specified, and also the .right in an
action of tort to recover treble damages from any person who, without
his consent, dug or took clams from said grant. Evidently nothing was
done to follow out this law, which was soon forgotten.

In 1874 an act was passed to regulate the shellfisheries (including
clams) in the waters of Mount Hope Bay and its tributaries. The
terms of this act were practically the same as the Plymouth act, the
only difference being the substitution of the word shellfish for clam.

In 1888 an act was passed by the town of Winthrop, authorizing the
planting of clams on the shores of that town. The grant was to consist
of not over 2 acres of barren flats, situated more than 500 feet from
high-water mark. The other provisions of this act were the same as
those of the Plymouth act of 1870.

The most important clam culture law was passed in 1888. This
authorized the planting of clams on the shores of Essex. Here the
provisions of the law were followed out, and the first energetic attempt
at clam farming started. The law, the provisions of which were nearly
the same as the previous laws, reads as follows:-
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ACTS or 1888, CHAPTER 198.

AN ACT AUTHOBJZING THJ: PLANTING 01' CLAMS, IN AND ABOUND THE SHORES

01' ESSEX.

Be it enacted, etc., (J8 follows:

SECTION 1. The selectmen of the town of EII8tIX may by writing under
their hands grant a license for such a term of years, not exceeding five,
18 they in their discretion may deem necessary and the public good requires.
to any inhabitant of said town, to plant, cultivate and dig clams upon an,l
in any flats and creeks in said town now unproductive thereof, not exceed
ing two acres to anyone person, and not impairing the private rights of
any person.

SJWTION 2. Such license shall describe by metes and bounds the flats
and creeks so appropriated and shall be recorded by the town clerk before
it shall have any foree, and the person licensed shall pay to the selectmen
for the use of said town two dollars and to the clerk fifty cents.

SECTION 3. The person so licensed and his heirs and assigns shall for
the purposes aforesaid have the exclusive use of the fiats and creeks de
scribed in the license during the term specified therein, and may in an
Retion of tort recover treble damages of any person, who, without his or
their consent digs or takes clams from such flats or creeks during the
continuance of the license.

SECTION 4. Said town of Essex at any legal meeting called for the pur
pose may make such by-laws, not repugnant to the laws of the common
wealth, as they may from time to time deem expedient to protect and
preserve the shellfisheries within said town.

SECTION 5. Whoever takes any shellfish from within the waters of said
town of Essex in violation of the by-laws established by it or of the pro
visions of this act shall for every offence pay a fine of not less than five
or more than ten doll&r8 and costs of prosecution, and one dollar for every
bUllhel of shellfish so taken.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved
.A.pril 9, 1888.

In the report of the United States Commissioner of Fish and Fish
eries for 1894 Mr. Ansley Hall gives the following account of clam
eulture under this act:-

During the first two years (1889-90) the people were slow to avail them
selves of the privilege of planting, for fear that after they had spent their
time and labor they would not be able to secure protection from trespassers;
but in 1891 and 1892 lots were obtained and planted. In 1892 there were
25 acres that were quite productive, about one-third of the entire catch
of the section being obtained from them. The catch from these lots is
not definitely known, but is estimated at about 2,500 barrels.

Cultivated clams possess some advantage over the natural growth, from
the faet that they are more uniform in size, and aro as large as the best
natural clam. They bring $1.75 per barrel, while the natural clams sell
for .1.50 per barrel. This is the price received by the diggers. One acre
of thllllB cl"ms is considered to be worth $1,000, if well seeded and favorably
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located so as not to be in danger of being submerged with sand. This
valuation would be too high for an average, since all the &Cres are not
equally well seeded and located. The eIammers are generally impreBBed
that the industry can be extensively and profitably developed, and their
only fear is that they will not be able to secure lots permanently. The
greater part of the land available for this purpose is covered by the deeds
of people owning farms along the river, and the consent of the land owners
has to be obtained before lots can be taken up. It seems probable, how
ever, that the business will continue to progreBs unleBB checked by com
plications that may arise relative to the occupancy of the grounds.

The result of this first practical attempt at clam culture was a
complete failure, and after a few years' trial the clam farms were all
given up. The main reason for this failure was lack of protection
both from outsiders and from one another. Nevertheless, this attempt
proved that with proper protection a most successful industry could be
made of clam farming. The following statement by Prof. James L.
Kellogg, in the United States Fish Commission Bulletin for 1899,
describes the failure of clam culture at Essex:-

It is not difficult to determine the reasons for the failure of the culture
experiment at Essex. The areas upon which clams were planted were those
which were at the time unproductive. The beds still containing clams
the "town fiats" - were free to any native of Essex. The one thing which
was absolutely nece88ary to the succeBB of any planter was that the clams
on his leased ground should not be disturbed by other diggers. This pro
tection was apparently not given in any ease by the town authorities, and,
as no person lived within Bight of the majority of the beds, it was quite
impossible for any man to guard his property much of the time.

As to what followed it is not easy to obtain definite testimony from the
clammers themselves. Other citizens of the town, however, and some few
clammers, intimate that most of the men began to take clams from any
property but their own, and that in this way the full result of no man's
labor in planting was ever realized. Others who did not make clam digging
a regular busineBB, but only dug occasionally, are said to have had no
respect for the rights of those who had leased property. It was said that
at times when veBBeI builders and the shoe factory released employees, many
of them, for lack of other occupation, turned their attention to clam dig
ging, with the result that too many clams were at the time taken from
the fiats.

Another reason for the failure of the EBBex experiment is that a number
of short-sighted clammers began to fear, after the clams had been planted,
that the production might suddenly become so great as to glut their mar
ket, and, as a consequence, force prices down. Some few individuals, in
spired by this fear, are reported to have said and to have done everything
in their power to prevent the success 'of the experiment. In all C&88B, it
is said, the selectmen of the town, who i88Ued the leases, refused their aid
in the prosecution of trespaBBers.

In spite of the fact, which had been demonstrated in the experiment,
that when properly planted the clams grew much more rapidly and became
much larger than on the natural beds, no applications for a renewal of the
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leues were made when the first ones expired. No change in the condition
at Essex may be hoped for until there is some evidence that a law pro
tecting the planter will be strictly enforced. With proper protection, a
great industry might, and probably would, be quickly established, not
only in E8IIeI, but in any region where clam :flats are now unproductive
beeause of exce8llive digging.

Protection Necessary. - The same lack of protection which ruined
the Essex clam experiments has been the cause of similar failures in
other shore towns. As long as no protection is given, clam farming can
never become possible, as the whole success of the enterprise depends
wholly upon the planter's having complete control of his land. The
present law gives absolutely no protection, as according to the old free
beach law a person has a right to dig a mess of clams anywhere
between the tide lines, no matter whether natural or planted. This
practically discourages clam farming, however profitable, as no clammer
is going to the labor and expense of planting clams, if the next person
who comes along has a legal right to dig as many as he pleases. Until
a law is passed which gives to the clam planter absolute protection from
this sort of trespassing, and does away with the antiquated free fishing
law, clam culture can never become a successful industry.

Present Clam CuUure. - In 1906 grants of barren :flats were again
issued for the purpose of clam culture in Essex, and this time the
attempt seemed successful. Two things encouraged this: the excellent
results of the experiments in Essex River by the Commission on Fish
eries and Game, and the possible results indicated by the experiments of
1888. The only protection for these clam grants is by public sentiment,
and the mutual agreement of all the clammers to respect the rights of the
individual. So far there has been no trouble from trespassing and the
lack of protection, which caused the failure of first attempts. It is
hoped that these clam farms will become permanently successful, despite
the lack of protection, as they will greatly increase the production of
the Es&ex clam flats.

Clam Farming ana Agriculture. - The comparison between clam
farming and agriculture is very close, and both possess many common
features, though there are several points of difference. The clam obtains
its sustenance entirely from the water, while agricultural products
obtain their nourishment chiefly from the soil. The nitrogenous waste
products of the land washed into the streams furnish the nourishment
to the little marine plants (diatoms) on which the clams feed.

Rate of Growth of the Clam. - The report of the Commission on
Fisheries and Game for the year. 1906 contains the following state
ments:-

W1I4t " the natural growth of the clam per year?
There il great diversity in the growth of the clam, owing to the location

in respect to three e8lIelltiaI conditions, - current, length of time lubmerged,
and soil. The following figures give brie:fly the general trend of remIts
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from numerous experimental beds under great variety of conditions. For
simplicity, a I-inch clam is taken as the standard.

A I-inch clam will grow in one year to a size between 2 and 3 inches.
Under fairly favorable conditions, with a moderate current, a I-inch clam
will increase to 2% inches, or a gain of 900 per cent. in volume. For
every quart planted, the yield in one year will be 9 quarts. For beds without
current, I-inch clams average about 2 inllhes, or a gain of 500 per cent.;
i.e., five quarts for every quart planted. Beds under exceptionaJly fine con
ditions have shown the amazing return of 15 quarts for every quart of
l·inch clams planted. Clams increased in these beds from 1 to 3 inches
in length. Therefore, by planting clams 1 inch or over, under !a'IJorabltJ
conditions a marketable clam can be produced in one year.

What is the mazimum prodvctiofl per squartJ !oof!
The number of clams per square foot that can be raised to the best

advantage depends upon the location of the flat in respect to natural con
ditions. Clams thickly planted (15 to 20 per square foot) in favorable
locations may show a greater growth than when thinly planted (5 per
square foot) in leIS favorable locations; therefore, no definite statement
can be made which will apply in all cases. The only rule that can be
given is that a flat with a current will produce a greater number of clams
per square foot than one without a current. On good flats clams can be
planted conveniently and economicaJly from 10 to 15 per square foot, or
even a larger number.

What results can be obtained by planting on barren flats!
There are two groups of flats which come under the term barren: (1)

flats which once produced clams in great numbers, but now are practically
barren, except for an oceasionaJ clam here and there; (2) flaf;s which never
have produced clams, and on which for physicaJ reasons clams can never
grow. The first group of flats is aJone considered in this answer.

ExperimentaJ beds were planted on certain flats in the ElSex River which
come within the flrst group of barren flats. These once productive flats
had been cleaned out in the past, and for some reason had not seeded
naturally. Forty beds were laid out under all kinds of conditions, with
the object of finding a way to make these once more productive. Results
have been aJl that could be hoped for. Only 4 poor beds were found, out
of the 40 laid out; 36 beds were in thriving condition. It should be noted
that no attempt was made to choose the best places, but all conditions were
tried. Over two-thirds of the clams were re-dug, the increase averaging,
in terms of I-inch clams, over 1,000 per cent., or 10 quarts for every quart
planted the year before.

If many acres of M&BBachusetts flat, idle at present, are capable of
such a yield, should such economic waste be allowed' Why should not
the towns, by the expenditure of a little money, restock flats such as theee
for the benefit of their inhabitants' I do not say that all flats can be made
productive in this way, as I know of many cases where the mere sowing
of seed clams will not restock a flat j •but I do say that MalSachusetts pos
sesses enough flats ot the former nature, which should be made a proflt
to her clammers. Clam set occurs, as Mr. Stevenson shows in his report,
in large quantities; the transportation of seed clams is easy; planting re
quires little labor, the practical way being to BOW the clams, which burrow
readily; while the yield in proportion to the labor is enormous.
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What Ned clam.9 are best for planting'
The size best adapted must be determined for each fiat. Shore fiats with

little current will allow the planting of any size, from 14 inch up; fiats
with a swift current neeessitate a larger clam (1 to llh inches), as the
llIIIa1ler will be washed out of its burrow; soft mud also demands a larger
clam, as the lIII1811er will be stifled by the oozy silt.

What are the physical conditiO'1l8 that influence the growth of clams!
There appear at le!st three essential conditions for rapid growth of clams:

(1) a good current; (2) low and level flat; and (3) a tenacious soil, rela
tively free from decaying matter.

A low flat gives the elams longer feeding periods, as the water remains
over them longer, therefore there is a greater growth. This has been ex
perimentally shown by Dr. A. D. Mead.

According to Proi'. J. L. Kellogg, elams cannot do well in a soil which
containll mueh decaying organic matter, 88 the acids eat away the' shells.
Boils of this description also facilitate the spread of infection from one
elam to another.

Current is the chief essential for successful clam culture. The term
"current" doell not imply a rapid flow of water, but rather a good circula
tion of water over the flat. In the Essex and Ipswich rivers the clam fiats
have a continuous current. On such flats the growth is more rapid than
on fiats which have no circulation of water, in addition to the mere rise
and fall of the tide. The current performs the work of (1) keeping the
tlats elean and carrying away all contamination, but its most important
work is 88 (2) food carrier.

Value of a Clam Farm. - The value of an acre of clam flats, if
properly cultivated, is about $450 per year for the average clam flat.
Many of the more productive flats will yield a far greater amount,
while others will not yield as much. It has been often erroneously
stated that an acre of clam flats would produce $1,000 per year. This
is a decided overestimation, as it would be hardly possible for the most
prodnctive flat to yield that amount. It is possible, however, for a
good flat to yield about $750 per year, but this is only under the most
favorable conditions. Such yields as these are large for the c1ammer,
whose average yearly income is only $400 (a few of the more expert
elammers make possibly $700 to $750), and a man possessing a clam
farm of 1% to 2 acres would make a good living.

Method of operating a Clam Farm: choosing the Ground. - In
choosing a grant, the planter should have in mind three things: (1) the
accessibility of the grant, for his own convenience, and nearness to
the market, as much of the success of clam farming depends upon the
expense of marketing the product, and the ease with which it can be
disposed of; (2) the length of time allowed for labor by the exposure
of the fiat (flats vary greatly in tl!e amount of time exposed each tide,
the low flats being submerged nearly all the time, and the high flats
having a much longer exposure), - a high flat possesses the advantage
of allowing a longer working period for the clammer; (3) the natural
facilities of the flat itself as regards the growth of clams; Moreoyer,
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the flat should be chosen in regard to (1) soil j (2) current j (3) tide.
A good flat should have a soil which is tenacious and compact, affording
at the same time easy digging. Probably the best soil is a mixture of
fine sand and mud in a ratio of one-third mud to two-thirds sand, as this
amount of mud gives the right degree of tenacity.

The growth of a clam depends upon the circulation of water over the
flat, as the current carries the food, and, therefolll!, the more current
the more food for the clams. Current also keeps the bed clean, and
prevents contamination and disease from spreading among the clams.
Then, again, the growth of a clam depends upon the amount of water
over the bed j i.e., length of time covered. The clam ea.n only feed when
the tide is over the bed, and thus the feeding time is limited for the
higher flats. While experiments have shown that clams grow faster
when continually under water than when exposed part of the time, the
question of tide is not so great a factor as that of current in regard to
clam growth, and can be almost disregarded.

The best flat for clam planting is a fairly high fiat with a good cur
rent over it, as it gives nearly as rapid growth and a much longer period
to dig than a flat which is exposed only a short period. This flat must
have the right kind of soil, which must not be shifting sand or too soft
mud, hut a compact, tenacious mixture.

The Seed Clams. - Nature has provided the means of stocking these
farms. The set of clams is usually restricted to certain localities,
which, however, vary from time to time, and heavy sets are found in
limited areas. These sets run as thick as 2,000 per square foot of
surface, occasionally covering an area of 3 acres. From these natural
set areas the natural clam flats are partially restocked hy the washing
out of the small clams. More often these whole sets are wasted,
as the clams, instead of washing on the good flats, are carried to un
productive places and consequently perish. Thus there are areas of
heavy set which are of no use to anyone, as practically all the clams
perish before they become adults. These areas of heavy set occur in
nearly every harbor of the coast to a greater or less extent, and are
available for nearly every town.

The problem now is to make use of these large sets, and not allow
them to go to waste. It has been shown that these clams when trans
planted will grow much faster, and will not perish j therefore, clam
farming offers both the possibility of saving these natural sets and
utilizing barren ground.

Methods of spat collecting have been constantly referred to in con
nection with clam farming', especially by the Rhode Island Fish Com
mission, and the impression has been given that clam farming can
never become a success until some practical method of spat collecting
has been found. With the soft clam there is no need of any method
of spat collecting, as the natural set is more than sufficient for restock
ing the barren fiats. All that is necessary is to utilize the enormous
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Datural sets. If this is done, the barren fiats of Massachusetts can be
made productive.

The main difficulty is in devising some method of obtaining the small
clams with sufficient rapidity. As the nature of the soil and the size of
the dams vary, no one method can apply to every case, and it depends
upon the ingenuity of the clammer. The methods used at present are:
(1) digging with an ordinary clam hoe, which is slow work; (2) digging
in shallow water, so that the clams may be washed out; (3) digging
a series of trenches across the heavy set area, and scooping out the
elams washed in these trenches; (4) carrying both sand and clams by
the dory load; (5) by using a sieve, in the form of a cradle, which
wasbes the clams out in the water. This last method is the most suc
cessful for small clams, and has been used by the commission in obtain
ing seed clams for their experimental beds. By using a cradle 3 by 2
feet, covered with sand wire netting, clams which ran 3,000 per quart,
were obtained by 3 men at the rate of 2 bushels an hour, - an amount
sufficient to plant from ~ to *0 of an acre.

Another problem of importance is the transportation of seed clams,
as in many instances the clams will have to be carried some distance.
The best method of shipping seed clams is to pack them dry in damp sea
weed, putting them in small packages, so they will not be crushed by
their own weight. The best though most expensive method is to pack
the dams in crates, such as are used for strawberries. It has been
found that clams kept in water are not in such good condition as those
shipped dry, and it is of the utmost importance that the clams be in
good condition when planted.

The length of time a clam will live out of its natural element depends
upon the temperature; in cold weather it will keep for several days,
and even weeks; while in warm weather the seed clam will be in poor
condition after one day's exposure.

Preparing the Grant. - Usually the ground needs no preparation,
and the clams can be planted at once. It is a good plan to remove any
mussels and any of the enemies of the clam from the grant.

Planting the Clams. - The planting of the seed clams is perhaps the
easiest work of the clam culturist, as it necessitates merely the sowing
of the seed on the surface of the flat. The small clams when left this
way burrow into the ground as soon as the water is over them, and
require no planting on the part of the culturist.

Working the Farm. - This style of farming requires no cultivation
for the growth of the clams. Once planted, the farmer has no further
work until the time when he is ready to dig them. The clams grow
better when undisturbed than when the soil is upturned by frequent
digging, Protection from man and the natural enemies of the clam
demand the attention of the owner at all times.

HaMlesting the Clams. - The time of digging will vary as to the
size of clam desired and the rate of growth on the grant. The clam
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farmer can cater to a particular trade by regulating the size of the
clams marketed. He may find it more profitable to market a small
clam after a short period of growth, or 'Vice 'Versa, on the same principle
that a farmer raises hogs for the market.

North of Boston, in localities favorable for fast growth, such as the
Essex and Ipswich rivers, by planting large seed of at least 1% inches
in thc spring, marketable clams of 2% to 3 inches can be obtained in the
fall after six months' growth. Here the clams grow only during the
summer months, and nothing wOl,lld be gamed by leaving them over
winter. In this way a crop each year can be raised on these farms.
In other localities of slower growth it will take from eighteen to twenty
four months to raise a crop. The clam farmer will have to regulate
the size of the seed and length of growth to best suit the needs of his
farm.

Advantages of Clam Farming. - Clam culture possesses several ad
vantages over the old free-for-all digging: (1) steadier returns; (2)
easier work; (3) better pay; (4) more clams per man. If the clammers
of the Commonwealth only realized these facts they would make a
united effort toward clam culture.

History.

I. Early History. - The history of the Massachusetts clam industry
began in obscurity. Even before the time of the earliest settlers the
native Indians depended largely upon this abundant mollusk for their
food supply, as is clearly indicated by the scattered shell heaps which
mark their ancient camp fires. Upon the arrival of the Pilgrims, clam
digging was incorporated among the most time-honored industries of
the Commonwealtn, and in times of want the early colonists depended
largely upon this natural food supply. With the arrival of the colonists
really began the first epoch of the clam fishery as an economic factor
in this Commonwealth, a period which lasted nearly two hundred years.
This period marked the exploitation of clam grounds merely for home
consumption. Money was scarce, inland markets were practically un
known, and the importance of this shellfish was confined merely to local
quarters.

II. Rise of the Bait Indu.stry. - Early in the last century a growing
demand for clams as bait for the sea fisheries became apparent. Clams
had always been utilized for this purpose more or less, but an increased
demand called for the development of an important industry in this
line. Various centers of activity were established, particularly at New
buryport, Essex, Ipswich, Boston harbor and Chatham. The clams
were mainly shucked, that is, removed from the shell, and shipped either
fresh or salted in barrels to the fishermen at Gloucester, Boston and
Provincetown. This industry opened up new fields of employment for
many men and boys, and brought considerable ready money into various
coast communities.
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III. The Development of Inland Markets. - The consumption of
clams for food in the coast towns continued throughout the rise and
gradual decline of the bait industry, but the creation of inland markets
did not begin to be an important factor until 1875. It was about this
time that the clam came to be generally looked upon throughout the
State as an article of food, and consequently an important industry
was gradually evolved to meet this growing demand. This step marked
the beginning of the extensive fishery of the present day.

The mistaken policy of the average shellfish community, which
regarded clam grounds as natural gardens of inexhaustible fertility,
still persisted even after the fallacy of this policy had long proved
apparent through the depletion of extensive tracts. The same ill
advised methods were pursued to the ultimate ruination of much valuable
territory. All wise regard for the future was overshadowed by the
immediate needs of the present; local legislation fostered the evil; State
legislation was conspicuous by its absence; and, left to the mercy of
unsystematic overdigging, these natural resources rapidly wasted away.

The disastrous tendencies which have lurked in the ruling policy of
the clam fishery have been shown in the rise and fall of the industry in
eertam localities. Forty years ago Duxbury and Plymouth ranked as
the greatest clam towns of the coast. Their supply has long since
become insignificant. Newburyport and Ipswich have become the chief
producers of the State clam harvest; but Essex and Gloucester, in the
same fertile regions, have greatly declined, and the industry at Rowley
has become nearly extinct. In the Fall River district the digging of
small seed clams for food has brought the fishery to the verge of ruin.
The few resources of Buzzards Bay have become nearly exhausted,
while on Cape Cod the industry has shown here and there a temporary
increase, overshadowed by a far more extensive decline, such as at
Chatham. Furthermore, the sewage contamination of coast waters in
the harbors of Boston and several other large cities have closed exten
sive regions for the production of food.

IV. Attempts to develop the Industry. - Various efforts have been
made to restrain overdigging the clam fiats, by local regulations, par
ticularly by "close" seasons. These attempts have been productive of
little good. Other efforts, designed to develop extensive tracts made
barren by wasteful methods of fishing, have been put in operation.
These efforts have been along two mdependent lines: the first, an effort
on the part of the community to seed in common fiats by the appro
priation of money for that purpose, as in the case of WeIlfieet; the
second, an attempt to arrive at the same end by"leasing private grants
to individuals, as at Essex and Plymouth. These efforts, while tending
in the right direction, have not as yet yielded the results that might
be wished for. Within the past three years the State has taken hold
of the problem, and by an extensive series of experiments is endeavor
ing to devise practical means of developing the great inherent possi
bilities in this extensive industry.
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CLAM PRODUCTION TABLE roB MABSACHUSETTS, OBTAINED FBOK THE REPOBTS

OF THE UNITED STATES FISH CoIoIKISSION.

YEAR. IPrice BaahelBuaheJ.. Value. (d:"ta).

1880, lliS,8i6 176,196 41.78

1887, 1180,6611 121,902 112.M

188S, "'3,777 117,8S8 111.44

1889, 240,831 187,711 117.14

1892, 191,ll28 188,1129 69.57

1898, 147,096 102,~ 69.74

1902, 227,941 157,147 68.98

1905, 217,1119 209,5&6 96.19

The Clam Industry.'

Methods of Digging. - The ordinary method of taking clams is 80

simple as hardly to need explanation. Although simple, clam digging
r~quires considerable skill, and it takes years of experience to become
a good clammer.

There are two methods of clam digging used in Massachusetts,
the "wet" and the "dry" digging. Wet digging is carried on when
water is over the clam beds j dry digging, which is the common method,
takes place when the flats are left exposed by the tides. The only
places in Massachusetts where wet digging is carried on regularly are
Eastham, Chatham, Swansea, and in Katama Bay, Edgartown. In
the lower end of Katama Bay is found a submerged bed of clams
which is one of the most productive beds of this class in Massachusetts.
These submerged clams are taken with what is known locally as a " sea
horse," which is an enlarged clam hoe, with prongs 12 to 14 inches
long, and a strong wooden handle four feet in length. This handle
has a belt attachment which is buckled around the clammer. Two men
are required for this work. The sea horse is worked deep into the loose
sand and is dragged along by one man, who wades in the shallow water
over these submerged flats, while his partner follows, gathering the
clams which the sea horse roots out. Another method of wet digging is
called "churning," and is based on the same principle as the above
method, only the clams are turned out under water by long forks or
hoes. This method is not used in Massachusetts to any extent. Excel
lent results are usually obtained from wet digging.

The methods used in dry digging depend upon the nature of the soil.
The difference lies only in the kind of digger. The clam hoe of the
south shore, where the soil is either coarse sand or gravel, has broad
prongs, some even being 1% inches across. The usual number of prongs
is four, but occasionally three broad prongs suffice. The clam hoe of
the north shore, often called "hooker," has four thin, sharp prongs
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and a short handle. The set of this handle is a matter of choice with
the individual clammerB, some preferring a sharp, acute angle, and
others a right angle. This style of clam hoe is best suited for the hard,
tenacious clam flats of the north shore. At Essex spading forks are
used for clamming, but not as extensively as the hooker. For sand
digging the forks are said to be better, while for mud digging the
hooker is preferred.

Outfit of a Clammer. - The outfit of a clammer does not require
much outlay of capital. A skiff or dory, one or two clam hoes and three
or four clam baskets complete the list. Occasionally, as at Ipswich,
where the clam grounds are widely scattered, power dories are used,
and this necessitates the investment of considerable capital; but the
investment of the average clammer does not exceed $26. Personal
apparel, such as oilskins and boofs, are not considered under this head•

Bki1r dory,
Two clam diggen,
:rour e1am baskets,

Total, •

• 22 00
1 50
2 00

The boats most often used by the north shore clammers are called
II skiff dories," and in construction are between a dory and a skiff.
These boats are especially adapted for use in rivers.

Marketing. - Clams are shipped to market either in the shell or
II shucked out." Two rules are followed by the clammers in making
this distinction: (1) small clams, or "steamers," are shipped in the
shell, especially during the summer months, while the large clams are
II shucked;" (2) the fine-appearing sand clam is usually sold in the
shell, while the unprepossessing mud clam is shucked, i.e., the shell
and the external covering of the siphon or neck are removed. This
causes on the north shore a division by locality. The Ipswich and
Essex clams, except for a few individual orders, are mostly shipped to
market in the shell, while the Annisquam River and Newburyport
clams are usually shucked in the winter. Little if any shucking is done
by the south shore clammers.

Shucking almost doubles the value, as a bushel of clams, worth in the
shell 75 cents, will furnish, when soaked, about 10 quarts of shucked
clams, which bring about 50 cents per gallon, or a total of $1.25 when
marketed. The shucked clams are put through a process of soaking in
the same way the scallop II eyes" are treated before marketing. They
absorb a sufficient quantity of fresh water, after soaking six hours, to
increase their bulk about one-third and give a plump appearance to
the clams.

While many clammers do not soak their clams, it seems to be a
universal tendency, wherever clams are shucked, to gain by this method.
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Soaking of any sort impairs the flavor of the clam, and for this reason
such a practice is to be deplored, but as long as the consumer is satis
fied to take second-rate goods, this practice will continue, and it can
be stopped only by the united demand of the shellfish dealers.

Shipment. - Second-hand flour and sugar barrels are used for the
shipment of clams in the shell, while kegs and butter tubs hold the
shucked clams. In winter clams can be shipped inland without perish
ing; but in hot weather they will spoil in a few days, unless iced.

Maine Clams. - Massachusetts annually conSumes many thousand
barrels of Maine clams. If the demand of the Boston market were
not partially met by the influx of Maine clams, the clam flats of Massa
chusetts would be subject to a greater drain.

Market. - The principal market for the clam industry of Massachu
setts is Boston. Gloucester, NeWburyport, Salem and Lynn draw part
of the clam trade of the north shore, but the greater portion goes to
Boston, whence it is distributed throughout the State. In recent years
shipments have been made from the Ipswich Bay region direct to New
York, Baltimore and Philadelphia.

Price. - The price of clams is fairly constant, varying but little in
summer and winter. Naturally, this seems curious, when winter and
summer clamming are compared. The production in winter is much
smaller than in summer, which is due to (1) fewer clammers, because
of the severe work in cold weather; (2) less working days, as the
clammer is often unable to dig for weeks, and even months, and also
cannot work early or late tides, as in summer. In spite of this diminu
tion of supply, the winter price is practically no higher. This is due to
a smaller demand in winter, as well as to the influx of the Maine clams
at this season. In summer there is an increased demand for clams,
caused by the arrival of the summer people at the seashore; and large
quantities of this shellfish are used by hotels, cottages, etc. This increase
in demand is enough to offset the increase in supply, resulting in a sta-
tionary price. .

The price varies as to the quality of the clams, whether soaked or
unsoaked, small or large, good or poor looking shells, and fresh or stale.
The average price as received by the clammer for clams in the shell is
75 cents per bushel; shucked clams, when soaked, 45-50 cents per
gallon. .

Arrangement of 1'owns.

Owing to the peculiarities of the different localities, it has been
impossible to satisfactorily arrange the towns alphabetically. There
fore, in order to present local comparisons, they have been arranged in
geographical order, starting at the northern boundary of the State.

Salisbury.

Salisbury, the most northerly town in the State, has a good clam
territory, very similar to that of Newburyport, though much smsller
in area.
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Almost all the clam ground, and practically all the very good digging,
is comprised in a single flat, which extends along the northerly bank of
the Merrimac for nearly 2 miles. This flat is about 900 feet wide, on
an average, and has a total area of 216 acres. On the eastern end, and
skirting the channel, it is sandy; but for the most part it is mud
thronghout, varying from a hard, smooth surface in the middle portion
to a soft, scummy soil on the west.

About 100 acres in the central section of this flat are covered with
a thick set of clams, especially from 1 to 2 inches. This territory
furnishes the bulk of the good digging, and is being constantly turned
over and the larger clams sorted out. Roughly speaking, the main east
half of the flat is sandy, or hard mud, with very good clamming, the
western half softer mud, with fair or scattering clams. This is an
exceptionally fine natural clam flat, and if properly cultivated its pro
duction would be immensely increased. At the eastern extremity of
the flat a long, narrow cove extends in a general northerly direction
into the main land. This cove, including the outer fringing bars,
contains some 34 acres of flats, for the most part sandy and rather
poorly productive, though no considerable area is anywhere strictly
barren. The combined clam flat territory of the town aggregates 250
acres, comprising 150 acres of good clamming and 100 acres of scatter
ing clams; of these, 216 acres are of mud and 34 acres of sand.

While the town records show 66 licensed clammers, only about 50
make clamming their chief occupation. The industry is carried on in
mnch the same manner as at Newburyport; $625 is invested in boats and
implements, and some 15,000 bushels of clams, aggregating $16,500,
are annually produced.

The clam industry at Salisbury is largely stationary as regards
available territory, while the production varies considerably from year
to year. There is little or no town legislation affecting the industry,
except the issuing of permits by the selectmen. These permits cost 25
cents, and are required from every clammer.

BUlUUBY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested, .
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand,
:Ynd,
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grus, .
Total, .

Produetive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams, •

66
$625

15,000
. $16,500

34
216

250

150
100
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Barren area possibly productive (acres),
Waste barren area (acres), .
Possible normal production, • $70,000

Newburyporl.

Newburyport is pre-eminently the clam town of Massachusetts. It
produces the most clams, gives employment to the most men, and has
on the whole the finest flats.

The total clam-growing area of this town comprises about 1,080 acres;
of this, some 800 acres are more or less productive, while the balance,
280 acres, is practically nonproductive. Scattering clams exist every
where, so there are, properly speaking, no truly barren flats.

The flats of Newburyport, broad, level and continuous, are peculiarly
adapted to clam culture. The general type of soil is mud, varying from
a soft, sticky variety on the west coast, and also along the shores of
Plum Island, to a' firm, hard surface in the great middle section north of
Woodbridge's Island, where clams flourish most abundantly and furnish
the best digging within the city limits. Here nearly 100 acres are
covered with a heavy set of 1 to 2 inch clams. Altogether there are
some 930 acres of this mud. Much of this, especially to the west and
south, is apparently unfavorable to clams, being soft and unwholesome,
but even here at certain seasons clams are dug extensively.

The sand flats include the shifting Hump sands that fringe the
Merrimac channel and the Cove on Plum Island. These and other
minor sections comprise about 150 acres. The Hump sands are quite
productive. The other sand flats are not entirely barren, but practi.
cally unutilized.

The clam industry at Newburyport furnishes employment for about
175 men, although over 200 'depend upon it for some portion of their
income. The season lasts the year round, though on account of storms
and ice the winter's work is rather uncertain. A good fisherman will,
under favorable circumstances, dig several bushels of clams at a tide,
though the ordinary man will probably not average more than a bushel
and a half, taking the whole year into account.

The outlay of capital invested is comparatively small. A flat-bottom
boat or dory, a clam hoe or two, and three or four wire-bottom baskets,
constitute a clammer's outfit, costing altogether perhaps $15 or $20. As
two or more men frequently go in one boat, even this expenditure may
be reduced. The shore property in use, consisting of from 8 to 10
shanties, is also inconsiderable. Several power boats are used, however,
and their added cost brings the aggregate money invested up to about
$2,700.

The flats of Newburyport are a large factor in its economic wealth.
During 1907 they produced nearly 55,500 bushels of clams, exceeding
$61,000 in value. Nearly two-thirds of these clams were shucked, that
is, removed from the shell and sold by the gallon. In this form, usually



OF MASSACHUSETIS. 183

soaked to increase their volume, they retail for about 45 cents per
gallon. As clams in the shell, sold for "steamers," etc., will hardly
bring more than 65 cents per bushel, the proeess of shucking nearly
doubles the value to the fisherman, as a bushel of clams in the shell will
produce from 2 to 3 gallons of soaked clams. The income of the
average elammer will hardly exceed $350 per year, but a really ener
getic and industrious fisherman may in the same time make from $500
to $700, or even more. Many of the men have individual orders from
dealers in Lynn, Haverhill and the neighboring cities, while the local
dealers ship largely to Boston.

The regulation of the industry by city ordinance is of very little
note. Practically the only legislation pertaining to it is the law which
requires every cIammer to have a permit, but even this regulation is but
indifferently enforced. The Newbury flats are likewise free to the New
buryport cIammers, and part of the Newburyport production comes
from these outside flats.

The history of the clam industry at Newburyport is one of constant
change. Twenty years ago large areas on southwest Joppa were prac
tically barren; now they are quite productive. The reverse is true of
Ball's flat on Plum Island, which, though once of great importance, is
now almost waste. Though no serious inroads have as yet been made,
a slow but steady decline in the industry is distinctly noticeable.

CoXPAJUSON o~ 1901 WITH 1819 (SALISBUBY AND NJ:WBUBTPOBT).

Production I Prioe
YEAR. (Bulb.la,. VrJu•. per

Bueh.l.

lB79,

:I
28,800

I
e11,620 60 eillO

lWO, 70,600 77,000 2(1 8,826

SUMMARY OP INDUSTBY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1901:-

Bushels,
Value,

Total area (acres):
Sand, •
Mud, .
Gravel,
MU8118ls and eel grass,
TQtal, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), •
Waste barren area (acres),
POlllible normal production,

175
$2,700

55,500
$61,000

150
930

1,080

800
280

• $250,000
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Newbury.

The town of Newbury has in itself no shellfish industry, although
there is an extensive area of suitable flats which are worked with equal
rights by the Newburyport clammers. These flats comprise some 360
acres, and extend along both sides of Plum Island Sound and Parker
River. Over 100 acres of scattering clams occur, though not in suffi
cient quantities for the most part to make very profitable digging. The
remainder, some 260 acres, though almost all suitable for the produc
tion of large quantities of clams, is practically barren.

The principal type of soil is mud, and the mud flats comprise about
250 acres. The flats of Parker River and those in its immediate neigh
borhood, however, are largely sand, and altogether they aggregate about
110 acres. Of these, "the thoroughfare" is practically the only one
which furnishes clams in any quantity. Sections of the broad flats
which border on Plum Island Sound produce scattering clams of large
size. There is, however, no very good digging in town, and no con
sistent effort seems ever to have been made to utilize the great wealth
which lies dormant in the clam flat territory. Six Newbury men dig
intermittently in the summer, and furnish some 300 bushels, worth
about $250, for town trade. However, this does not take into con
sideration the amount taken from these flats by the Newburyport
clammers.

SUMMARY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area. (acres) : 
Sand, .
Mud, •
Gravel,
MU888ls and eel graBB,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area poBBibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres),
POBBible normal production,

6
$75

300
$250

110
250

360

100
260

$40,000

Rowley.

Rowley presents a more striking example of the decline in the shell
fish industry than any other town in this region.

Four hundred acres of good flats border Plum Island and Rowley
River within the town limits, but of these only 20 at most are econom
ically productive. Eighty acres more are not entirely barren, though
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praetieally worthless, while the remaining 300, though almost all well
adapted for clam culture, are barren.

The main type of soil is sand, and the sand flats, for the most part
in Plum Island Sound, comprise some 250 acres. The remainder, 150
acres, is mostly mud in scattered sections along the Rowley River and
in patches on the main flats. The only really productive flats are the
little coves and creeks of Rowley River and the Knob Reefs in Plum
Island Sound. The Knob Reef clam grounds produce very large and
fine clams, which lie on the lower edge of the flat and are exposed only
a short time every tide. Knob Reefs also has the distinction of pos
sessing probably the finest clam set of its size in the State, which would
famish abundant opportunity for restocking all the barren Rowley
River flats, if the town authorities had taken proper measures to trans
plant this seed. As it is, this extensive set, too thick for good growth,
is rapidly wasting away.

The history of the industry is one of steady decline. Reliable evidence
exists to show that almost all the flats of Rowley once produced clams,
and that large areas now waste were formerly productive. That these
immense barren areas, possessing such an enormous latent wealth, should
be allowed to remain thus unimproved, is a most conclusive argument
for the need of radical action. No settled attempt, however, except for
a single closed season in 1906, has ever been made by the clammers
or town authorities to better the conditions, or to check the decline in
the productive territory that remains.

BUlUUJlY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, •

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
YuSllels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering claD18,

Barren area po!lBibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres),
POIllibie normal production,

15
$800

2,000
$1,500

250
150

400

20
80

300

$60,000

Ipswich.

Ipswich is second only to Newburyport in the production of clams,
and has perhaps even greater possibilities of development. The clam
territory of the two towns, while nearly equal in extent, is, however,
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markedly different in general characteristics. The flats of Newburyport,
while few in number, are broad, continuous, and have a great degree
of similarity throughout. The flats of Ipswich, on the other hand,
are divided into a great number of relatively small sections, widely
divereified in character, and scattered along an extensive coast line. As
these flats are in many respects the most interesting and important of
any town in the State, it seems well to examine them in detail.

Four distinct divisions can be distinguished in the clam territory of
this town: Ipswich River, Plum Island, Green's Creek and Roger
Island, and Essex River fiats.

Taken in the order named, the Ipswich River has in itself a great
variety of clam ground. Both sides of the river for nearly 3 miles are
fringed with bare, mainly of mud though sandy near the mouth. Some
of the mud flats are so soft that they are practically barren, or given
up largely to mussel beds; while much of the sand, as, e.g., the main
portion of the High Sands, is too shifting to be valuable. The larger
part of these river flats are, however, productive.

The Plum Island division comprises Lufkins, Point Peter, Appletons,
Foresides and several other minor flats. Of these, Lufkins is very
important. It occupies a semicircular depression on the coast of Plum
Island, and, ow.i.ng to its peculiar location, the swift current which
flows past its outer edge makes a double eddy at both ebb and flood
tide. These eddies sweep gently over its· broad surface, and deposit
a fine silt which has made the characteristic soil a hard, bluish clay.
This is the only important clay fiat of this region. The total area of
Lufkins is 46 acres. The outer border to the north is mud, becoming
soft; to the south, sandy. The portion near shore is, as has been stated,
a clayey soil, and it is here that clams are found abundantly. An ex
ceptionally good set of 1 to 2 inch clams occupies from 3 to 4 acres
o'f this portion. Though clams are numerous, the exceeding hardness
of the soil makes digging rather difficult.

Point Peter, or "P'int" Peter, is also an important flat, comprising
altogether 28 acres, though about 7 acres of the outer portion extend
far into the current, and are of so shifting and sandy a nature as to
be practically worthless. Most of the remainder is mud, varying from
sand and hard mud on the outside to soft mud in the creeks that lead
into the main land. The central portion of the flat is peculiarly
adapted to the culrnre of ClllmS, however, and is very productive.

Appleton's flat comprises about 6 acres of hard sand, verging into
mud, thickly strewn with old clam shells. It lies at the mouth of
Perkins and Pine Creeks, which run for about a mile into the main
land of Plum Island, and contain nearly 25 acres each of fairly pro
ductive mud flats. Appleton's is a valuable flat, and the clams dug
here are large.

The Foresides is a thatch island a little over a mile in length, lying
in the mid channel of Plum Island Sound. The flats which surround it
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on all sides are practically all sand, and comprise about 80 acres. The
whole western side is more or less productive, though the outer edge,
where the strong cross currents of the channel sweep over, is too much
rippled to be suitable for clam growth. The strip of sand along the
northern and northeastern sides, though rather narrow and limited in
area, is productive, while most of the southeastern portion, which
projects far into the channel, is barren and totally unadapted for soft
clams, though bedded with sea clams. The productive sections of this
flat are much dug, and altogether it is one of the most important of the
Ipswich clam grounds.

The west coast of Plum Island Sound, comprising the Green's Creek
and Roger Island territories, extends from the Ipswich to the Rowley
rivers. This division contains the bulk of the waste and barren flats
of the town, although there is exceptionally good clamming in Stacy's
Creek, Third Creek and the" Nutfield."

The Essex River region is rather remote for most of the clammers,
and hard to reach, but furnishes on the whole some of the very best
digging. The three main flats of this division are the Essex beach,
Wheeler's, and the Spit. Essex beach has a very good set, evenly
sprinkled over the ridgy, shifting bars that skirt the channel.

Wheeler's is an irregular sand bar, occupying about 77 acres. Fully
one-half of this is very productive, and in the main portion occurs
another thick set very similar to that on Essex beach.

The Spit, mainly sand or sandy mud, lies in the three towns of·
Ipswich, Essex and Gloucester. The whole area is some 300 acres,
about a third lying within the town of Ipswich. This whole bar is
80 liable to change that any calculations based on its precise area or
location are decidedly unreliable. Very good digging occurs, however,
in limited areas on the north and west sides of the Ipswich territory.

These four divisions comprise the clamming territory of Ipswich, and
aggregate 970 acres, of which 390 acres is sand and 500 mud. This also
includes 15 acres of mussels scattered along Ipswich River, Plum
Island and Green's Creek region, and about 10 acres of eel grass in
various localities. Over 800 acres is more or less productive, about half
being good clamming.

About 50 regular clammers depend upon these flats for a living,
though 136 permits were issued in 1907. Here, owing to the greater
distances to be traversed, many power boats are used. Nearly $7,500
is invested in the industry, and 25,000 bushels of clams, at a valuation
of $18,750, are annually produced. The relative decrease in price as
compared with Newburyport is due to the fact that shucking is not so
erlensively px:actised here.

The town laws merely require a permit from every clammer, for
which no charge is made. Such permit is issued at the discretion of
the selectmen, and requires of the recipient six months' residence in
the town and two years in the State. In past years the town has made
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several by-laws for the protection of shellfish, chiefly in the nature of
partial closed seasons; but unfortunately considerable difficulty has
been found in enforcing these excellent laws, and the results have been
far from satisfactory.

Ipswich has jealously guarded the rights of its clam flats, and has
protected them in every way from the invasion of outsiders, which in
part accounts for the excellent condition of these flats, which were
originally deeded to the Commoners by the Crown, and from them to
the town. Ipswich is the only town in the Commonwealth which has
thus directly received its clam flats as its own property, and naturally
has done more to improve its natural clam resources than any other
town in the State.

The history of the industry shows little change; some few flats once
considered worthless have been opened and utilized; others once pro
ductive have been dug out and allowed to become waste. On the whole,
the industry is following the trend of the shellfisheries everywhere, and
slowly but steadily declining.

BUKlURY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested.
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, •

Total area (acree):
Sand, •
Mud, .
Gravel,
MlllI8els and eel gra8ll,
Total, .

Productive area (acree):
Good clamming, •
Scattering clams,

Barren area po88ibly productive (acree), •
Wute barren area (acres),
PoBBible normal production,

136
$7,500

25,000
$18,750

390
500

55
25

970

400
420
125

25
. $200,000

Essex.

Essex, while still ranking as an important clam-producing town, has
a very imperfect development of her shellfish resources. The total
clam flat area comprises some 650 acres, and, though scarcely more than
25 acres can be considered as unfit for the growth of clams, and conse
quently barren, only a little more than half the remainder is at all
productive, and of this probably less than 150 acres yields any financial
return. In other words, 325 acres of good clam fiat is allowed to remain
practically barren.
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The main type of soil is sand, and nearly 500 acres may be properly
elassed under this head. The remaining 150 acres are mud, and are
located in the ereeks along the river and in the coves north of Hog
Island. The productive sections are scattered for the most part along
both sides of the Essex River, and well-developed areas are also
found at its mouth and on the Spit. There are several good locations
of seed clams. One section of about 25 acres occurs on the west side
of the Spit. This is composed of 1 to 2 inch clams, running 10 to 40
per square foot. At the mo~th of the river on the north side occurs
another set of l/2-inch clams, covering about 10 acres. On the flats
west of Cross Island is found a third set of l/2 to 2 inch clams, com
prising about 30 acres. Other smaller patches of set are scattered
along the river almost up to its source.

About 50 men derive an income from these flats. Some $1,200 is
invested, and the annual product exceeds 15,000 bushels, valued at
$12,750.

The town of Essex has realized the importance of the clam problem,
and has attempted through legislation to deal with it. The selectmen
are empowered to grant to citizens of the town an area consisting of
an acre or less on flats already barren, for the purpose of raising
elams, and in this manner partially restock the flats. A rental of
$2 is charged, covering a period of five years, and an additional fee
of 50 cents is required for recording. In spite of inadequate pro
teetion, the experiment has been conducted long enough to prove that
these flats can be made profitable to the clammers.

The history of the clam industry at Essex is one of extensive decline.
There is every reason to believe that the greater part at least of the
waste area was once very productive. Prof. James L. Kellogg in the
t'nited States Fish Commission Bulletin for 1899, says:-

We have much evidence that the clam industry in Essex has, in the past,
been extensive. • • . Much more testimony of a similar character may be
had to show that the fiats once very productive have almost entirely failed.

CoMPARISON OP 1907 WITH 1879.

ProdllCllon (bnlb..II),

Value,

KeD,.

Capllal,

Prlee (~Dle), •

1879. 1907.

,llOO 16,000

t',llOO t12,760

76 60

tl,200

'0 8li

=:::::::::::::===========================
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SUlOIARY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grlUlll,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area pollllibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acreB),
Possible normal production,

50
$1,200

15,000
$12,750

500
125

25
650

150
150
325

25
• $120,000

Gloucester.

The far-celebrated deep sea fisheries of Gloucester overshadow her
humble shellfish industry; but within her tidal fiats lie undeveloped
resources, which if properly brought out would form no inconsiderable
factor in her annual revenue. Even now her clam fishery attains con
siderable proportions, though by no means what it once was, or what
it might be were suitable cultural methods employed.

The main areas of clam-producing territory lie in the Annisquam
River and in the Essex River in West Gloucester. The grounds in the
Annisquam are the more productive. This river is some 4 miles long,
and is bordered for the greater part of this distance with tidal fiats. Of
these the sand fiats predominate, though there are large areas of mud
and extensive beds of mussels. On the extreme head of the river, known
as the Dumfudgeon region, dredging operations for the Gloucester
canal have somewhat impaired the fiats, but as a whole the river seems
in every way suitable for the production of an abundant harvest of
clams.

The flats of West Gloucester, including a portion of the Essex Spit,
are largely unproductive. The Spit is the only flat of any extent in this
region which is at present of real economic value; the remaining flats,
scattered along the south shore of the Essex River and its tributary
creeks, are for the most part practically barren.

The total area of clam flats in Gloucester approximates 550 acres. Of
this, some 250 acres are sand, 200 mud, while there are about 100 acres
of mussels and eel grass, which cannot be considered at all adapted for
clam culture. Only a fraction of the whole, 75 acres, more or less, is
good clamming; a scant 100 acres produces scattering clams; 275 acres
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are barren, though capable of producing clams; while 100 acres may
never be made productive.

Eight men dig regularly on these flats the year round, and 23 others
work intermittently. The capital invested amounts to over $600, and
the annual output exceeds 6,000 bushels, valued at $8,000. Most of
the clams produced at Gloucester are shucked either for market or bait.

Local legislation has no bearing on the shellflsh question, and no
effort is being made either to better conditions in the clam industry or.
to check its steady decline.

The industry has fallen off greatly in the past few years. In 1875
there were 90 regular clammers, and a man could dig 6 bushels to a
tide, where now 8 regular and 23 intermittent clammers find it difficult
to get from Ph bushels to 3 bushels per tide.

CoKPAlUSON OP 1907 WI'l'H 1879.

l8;lI,

19D7,

YEAR. I Production I
(Buohele).

:1 ~:: 1

Value.

'6,~

8,000

XeD. I ~:::~. IPrice.

BUllXABY op INDUSTRY.

Namber of men,
Capital inVtlllted,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, •

Total area (acres):
Band, •
Mud, •
Gravel,
MllIIIels and eel grass,
Total, •

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
8eatteriDg clams,

Barren area potlllibly productive (acrtlll), •
Wute barren area (acres),
POllib1e normal production,

31
$600

6,000
$8,000

250
200

100
550

75
100
275
100

$70,000

Manchester.

Manchester has a coast line so much exposed, and consequently so
llIlla1l a territory of tidal flats, that it is not surprising to find its clam
industry of very insignificant proportions. Affairs are in much the
8IIlIe state of apathy as at Beverly, though Manchester does not possess
the resources of the former town, and could not, in the nature of the
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case, carryon any extensive clam business. Its facilities, however, poor
as they are, are very imperfectly utilized j hence the present state of
depletion, verging on absolute exhaustion.

SUK)URY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
MU888ls and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, •
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres) ,
Possible normal production,

100
$100

10
10

20

5
10
5

$2,000

Beverly.

Beverly has practically no clam industry. The area of tidal flats,
comprising nearly 50 acres, is at present unprofitable and nearly
worthless. As at Swampscott, some clams still continue to be dug for
bait and for local clam bakes, but any evidence of a systematic business
has long ceased to exist. Thirty years ago clams were far more
abundant, though there was never an extensive industry. The town
authorities require no licenses and make no efforts to revive the industry.

SUMMARY OP INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, •

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres),
Possible normal production,

100
$100

30
20

50

10
30
10

$5,000
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Salem.
Salem has far better natural advantages for clam culture than the

other towns in its immediate vicinity, and leads in clam production,
though the industry is of very inferior proportions. Seven men are at
present employed in digging the harbor flats, where the clams have
very recently seeded in. Many of these clams, though rather small,
are shucked, and the remainder are sold in the local markets. The
entire value of the annual production does not exceed $200, and the
capital invested amounts to but $75. This is rather poor showing for
100 acres of flats for the most part comparatively good, and capable
of yielding $11,000 annually. The Salem clammers dig also in the
Danvers River in the town of Danvers.

SUMMARY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Valne, •

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, •
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, •

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, •
Scattering clams,

Barren area poseibly productive (acres),
W'aste barren area (acres),
Pomble normal production,

7
$75

200
$200

75
25

100

5
10
70
1.5

$11,000

Lynn.

The city of Lynn has within its tidal flats the latent resources of an
important industry. Its clam grounds could, if properly utilized, yield
a great increase over their present inconsiderable return. No legislation
on the part of the city authorities has intervened to improve the shellfish
Production or to prevent the depletion of valuable territory which has
been allowed to gradually lapse into an unsanitary desert. While at
low tide about 400 acres of flats spread over the broad harbor or border
the banks of the Saugus River, but 40 acres of this wide expanse yield
any appreciable revenue. The principal part of the digging is done
on the mud flats of the Saugus River. Here 7 fishermen work inter
mittently to supply the local market during the summer months. There
is some good territory at the mouth of the river toward the north, and
&eattering clams occur along the eastern shores, but the main flats of
the harbor are for the most part barren.
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The deposit of sewage from the city drainage has undoubtedly had a
prejudicial effect on much of this area, as the unpleasing scum which
covers the soft, sticky mud and eel grass bears abundant witness.
Whether measures undertaken to reclaim this lost area would in the
long run yield profitable returns is an undecided question, but much
might be done, by the employment of judicious cultural methods, to
increase the yield of those flats which are properly productive. No
exact returns of the annual clam harvest for this region are obtainable,
as most of the output is disposed of at retail, but it cannot exceed 1,000
bushels, and probably falls far short of that figure; $1,000, then, or
thereabouts, represents the total monetary income from this fishery.

SUMMARY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, •
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres),
Possible normal prOduction,

7
$100

1,000
$],000

90
300

5
5

400

10
30

160
200

$26,000

Saugus.

At Saugus conditions in many respects parallel those at Lynn. The
clam grounds, while they by no means equal those of the neighboring
city in area, are on the whole better, as they are freer from contami
nating sewa~e. Of the 250 acres which comprise the normal tide flat
area, only 100 acres, or 40 per cent., can be said to be strictly barren.
The remaining 150 acres 'is an undeveloped asset, as its value lies far
more in its prospects than in its present productivity. While scattering
clams occur throughout, no more than 25 acres can be accounted paying
property. This remunerative territory lies chiefly in the Saugus River
and in the vicinity of the Point of Pines. Here 10 men dig quite
regularly, particularly in the summer, thou~h none of them depend
wholly upon this source of revenue for a livelihood. The annual output
equals that of Lynn, both in amount and valuation. To these flats,
with their undeveloped resources, local legislation gives practically no
attention.
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SUlUURY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, •
Mud, •
Gravel,
MllBll61s and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres) : 
Good clamming, •
Scattering clams,

Barreu area possibly productive (acres), .
Wute barren area (acres),
P08Bible normal production,

195

10
$100

1,000
$1,000

100
150

250

10
40

100
100

$22,000

Nahant.

Although Nahant has a large area of tidal flats, it is not on the whole
favorably located, and much that would otherwise be available is neces
sarily waste. The territory which borders the western coast is not
barren, but most of it is not productive enough to be profitable.

A few scattered sections repay the clammer for his labor, and from
these sections perhaps 300 bushels a year· are dug for home con
sumption. Four or five men are employed at intervals in the summer
months, but no one of them depends upon this source of income for
more than transient employment, as the entire value of the yearly
harvest does not exceed $300. As there are nearly 250 acres of flats
in Nahant, this would be a revenue of $1.60 per acre, on an average.
However, this is not a fair comparison, for much of the territory
apparently available is, as has been stated, properly waste. Never
theless, an industry of far greater proportions than at present could
be attained if wise legislation were directed to that end.

SUllllARY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invtlllted,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, •
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, •

300
$300

50
100
100

250
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Productive area (acres) : 
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres),
P088ible normal production,

50
150
50

$25,000

Boston Harbor.
Owing to the danger arising from sewage contamination the State

Board of Health~ on Dec. 6, 1906, requested the Department of Fisheries
and Game to prohibit the digging of clams for market in Boston harbor.
The region closed by this law lies to the west of an imaginary line run
ning from Point Shirley through Deer Island to the northeastern end
of Peddocks Island; thence in a southwesterly direction to the extreme
point of Hough's Neck. This territory includes Winthrop, Chelsea,
Charlestown, Everett, Somerville, Cambridge, Boston, East Boston,
South Boston, Dorchester, Neponset and Quincy. For convenience all
the prescribed territory is treated under the head of " Boston harbor."

The action of the State Board of Health in closing Boston harbor
was necessitated by a due regard for the public health, as it seemed
inexpedient to allow clams dug from this territory and subject to
sewage contamination to be marketed for food. Necessary as this act
may have been, the closing of 5,000 acres of flats for the production of
edible shellfish made valueless an important source of revenue, and
threw a large number of clammers out of employment. Some allevia
tion of these conditions has resulted through the granting of permits
to take shellfish for bait from the prescribed waters, thus furnishing
a number of men with transient employment. The value of the law,
however, is almost completely nullified, for the danger to the public
health is actual, and not imaginary. Under present conditions it is
well-nigh impossible to make the necessary surveillance so complete as
would be necessary to prove that clams "dug for bait" are not used
as food. Further, even in the digging and handling of shellfish in
polluted waters there is positive danger of transmitting the germs by
hands of the digger to his own mouth or to other persons.

The nature of the flats permit the division of Boston harbor into
three sections: (1) the north shore, (2) the south shore, (3) and the
islands.

(1) The northern coast of the harbor has extensive mud and sand
flats, covered for the most part with eel grass or scattered mussel beds.
Much of the surface is a variety of pebbly gravel, while but little of
it appears to be good clam ground. The mud flats are mostly covered
with a sewage scum which renders them unsuitable for clams. Scat
tering clams are found throughout the entire region.

The immediate vicinity of Snake Island in Winthrop and the cove
on Point Shirley furnish fairly good clamming, while clams are found
in a greater or less degree upon the extensive flats of Winthrop harbor.
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The flats of the :Mystic River, which are of a tenacious mud rather
unwholesome in appearance, in so far as they have not been encroached
upon for building purposes, possess scattered patches of very good
digging, and furnish transient employment to 20 or more men. The
fIata in the Charles and Chelsea rivers likewise furnish fair clamming.

(2) The south shore of the harbor is much like the north, except that
the mud type of soil predominates. The large flats, mainly mud, are
not entirely barren th~ugh most of the clams are found in a narrow
strip of beach along the shore. At South Boston as well as in Dor
ehester Bay clams are found in considerable numbers, though nowhere
are there any large areas of good clamming.

(3) The islands in the harbor are fringed with pebbly beach, where
seattering clams are usually found. Apple Island and Governor's
Island are surrounded wit!). quite extensive flats, which are, however,
but sparsely productive. Much digging for bait is carried on con
stantly on these pebbly beaches.

Hlstory. - Boston harbor has been in the past a good clamming
region, as the magnitude of its available flats has rendered possible
an extensive production. Naturally, the closing of the harbor by the
State Board of Health has limited the annual production of clams
from this vicinity, as now the only legal digging is for bait. Owing
to this partial closed season the clams are said to have been on the
increase during the last two years. Nevertheless, before the passage
of this act the fishery had already greatly declined. The decline of
the clam industry has been going on for years, as even in 1879 Mr.
Ernest Ingersoll mentions: -

In Boston harbor ClaIIlll are much depleted, owing to the fact that they
are remorselell81y dug the year through, chielly by a cl8llll of ignorant
foreigners who go down the harbor for the purpose. July and August are
the most productive months, there being a large demand for the "clam
bakes" which picnic parties from the cities indulge in on the various
beaehel!l. All the claIIlll got in Boston harbor are very small, because they
are allowed little chance to grow; in March and April they are hardly
worth esting.

CollPAlUSON WITH 1879.

Number of men, .
Annual production: 

Bushels, .
Value, .

Number of dories,
Capital invllllted, .

In 1879 A. Howard Clark states:-

1897.

90

40,000
$20,000

50
$1,350

1807.

850

7,500
$6,000

$2,250

Tbe toWl1l around Boston usually charge a license fee of $2 8 year for
tbe privilege of taking c1aIIlll. The cl8IIlll are in BOme cases bought up by
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small operators, who team them into the city, though the diggers sometimes
bring them to the city and sell them to the dealers direct from their boats
at the wharves.

BmUUBY op INDUSTRY.

Number of licenses, .
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel, .
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres),
Waste barren area (acres),
Possible normal production,

350
$2,250

7,000
$5,500

500
2,500
1,000
1,000
5,000

100
1,000

900
3,000

. $330,000

Weymouth.

Weymouth, with its two rivers, possesses an area of flats aggregating
250 acres. The shores of Fore River are stony, but in spite of the hard
digging clams are found in fair numbers. The shores of Back River
are similar, except for the mud flats on the channel, which are either
barren or but sparsely productive. A few clams are dug for bait and
home consumption.

SUMMARY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: --

Bushels,
Value, •

Total area (acres):-
Sand, •
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, •

Productive area (acres):-
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres),
Waste barren area (acres),
Possible normal production.

150
$150

150
80
20

250

30
50

170
$11,000
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Hingham.

Hingham has an area of tidal flats comprising nearly 650 acres. The
eharacteristic soil is of two kinds: a marginal strip of pebbly beach
eItending the full length of the shore, and the broad flats of Hingham
harbor and Weir River, with their extensive areas of mud, eel grass
and mUSBe1s. The clamming territory is confined for the most part
to this narrow strip fringing the shore, though scattering clams are
found in diminished numbers on the mud flats.

The shellfish industry of the town consists mostly in procuring clams,
mllllll8ls and cockles for bait. Clams are dug to some extent for home
oonmmption and for the hotels at Nantasket; but the fishery is carried
on in a desultory manner by a few men who dig when other work fails,
and who do not wholly depend on clamming for a livelihood.

SmnUBY o. INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Produetion, 1907:-

Buhels,
Value, .

Total uea (acres):
Band, •
Mud, •
Gravel,
MUlIIlels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres),
Wute barren area (acres),
POIIIIible normal production,

250
$250

25
450
100

75
650

100

550
$20,000

Hull.

Th~ stony shores of Hull offer but little suitable clam area, though
fair cligging is found in the vicinity of Hog Island and in Weir River.
The ~al type of flat is a pebbly or gravel beach, while near White
Hca<l and Weir River there are large mud areas. Clams are dug only
for home consumption or for bait.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Prodnctiou, 1907:-

BWlhels,
Value, •

SUMMARY op INDUSTRY.

100
$100
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Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clalllB,

Barren area poasibly productive (acres),
Waste barren area (acres) ,
Possible normal production,

225
200

425

50
50

325
$15,000

Cohasset.

Cohasset, though possessing sufficient suitable area to support a
clam fishery, has no industry of any importance. The greater part
of the tidal fiats are barren, while the remainder are far from fertile.
The region immediately about White Head and the territory opposite
extending along Barson's beach are the most productive, while scatter
ing clams are fOlmd in Little Harbor.

The total acreage of available fiat exceeds 100 acres. Of this, 90
acres are wholly unproductive, and the remainder, 10 acres, is not very
valuable. The main type of soil is sand, though areas of mud are found
in the coves. There are no regular clammers, though many clams are
dug by the citizens of the town for their own use. There has never
been a clam industry worthy of the name at Cohasset, and the present
state of apathy appears to be normal. No local regulations of any
kind govern the fishery.

SUMMARY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres) : 
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Wute barren area (acres) ,
Possible normal production,

200
$200

50
50

100

10
40
50

$6,000
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Scituate.

There is no clam industry at Scituate. The selectmen of the town
haye forbidden all exportation of clams for market, and consequently
the few clams dug are utilized for home consumption.

The possibilities of a future clam industry at this town, while not
alluring, give indications of some promise. Occasional clams are found
on the shores of Scituate harbor, as well as its tributary creeks. The
main undeveloped resource lies, however, along the broad fiats of the
North River. These fiats undoubtedly constitute a considerable asset
in the communal wealth, and the action of the selectmen in maintain
ing a close season will ~end to the restocking and consequent utilization
of this territory.

SU),[),U.B.Y op INDUSTRY.

Yumber of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (aeres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
:Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (aeres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (aeres),
POSBible normal production,

200
$200

50
45

5

100

20
40
40

$8,000

Marshfield.

Affairs at Marshfield are in practically the same state of inactivity
as at Scituate. The town has considerable natural advantages, since
the North River, which formerly made a wide sweep to the south be
fore emptying into the ocean, has opened a new channel within the
last ten years, forming many acres of excellent clam ground. A close
&eason is maintained, although there has been considerable discontent
on the part of certain individuals relative to this policy of the select
men. A considerable quantity of clams, probably not exceeding 200
bushels per annum, are dug for home consumption. There are no ship
ments for market.
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SmnU.BY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres) : 
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres) ,
Possible normal production,

200
$200

40
50
10

100

30
30
40

$9,000

Duxbury.

The clam industry at Duxbury has a. peculiar interest, owing to the
many perplexing problems which it presents. A vast extent of tidal
flats, far exceeding in area. those of any other town in the State, and
in a measure suitable for the production of clams, lie almost wholly
barren. The enormous territory comprised in these flats exceeds 3,500
acres, or, roughly, 5% square miles. This is greater than the combined
clam area of Salisbury, Newburyport, Ipswich, Essex and Gloucester,
which is the finest territory in the Stat~, and produces most of the
Massachusetts clams. Duxbury, with a greater area than all these towns,
dug in 1907 about 700 bushels of clams, - an amount which could well
have been produced from 2 acres of ground. An investigation into the
history of the town shows us that this state of barrenness has not always
existed. There was a time when Duxbury was justly celebrated for
her shellfish, as is still shown by the allusions to Duxbury clams on
the menus of many hotels and restaurants. The dealers at Taunton,
Fall River and other Massachusetts cities formerly sent to Duxbury
large orders for clams, which were always forthcoming. Now, as far
as can be ascertained, not a single barrel is shipped out of the town
from year to year.

This transition from a state of prosperity to one of almost total
barrenness is replete with interest, and is difficult of solution. Doubt
less several causes may have contributed to this general decline. In the
first place, it is evident that the Duxbury flats were never in so flourish
ing a state of production as those of the Cape Ann district. This
assumption is amply supported by historical records, and it is also
supplemented, at least, by the fact that a great per cent. of the
present territory is largely unfit for the production of clams in any
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quantity. As these flats have changed scarcely at all for many years,
is it unreasonable to suppose that they ever have been very suitable
since the first settlement of the country'

As for the historical records referred to, the weight of evidence
everywhere tends to prove that many years ago there was a fairly
large output of clams yearly from Duxbury. But while this output was
large in itself, it was, in proportion to the possible area, exceedingly
small Mr. Ernest Ingersoll states that in 1879 there were yearly
exported from Duxbury 5,000 bushels of clams. At that time, he
says, the industry had declined. Clamming was then prosecuted with
no such vigor as at the present time, for the price was low, and the
demand, except for bait, by no means excessive. Clams had not yet
come to be looked on as such important articles of food as at present,
and the business of digging them as carried on then could have made
little inroad on well-stocked flats. The great probability is that only
a BIIl&1l percentage of the whole territory was ever very productive.
An observer at the present time, viewing from an eminence the flats of
Duxbury at low tide, could not help being struck with the singular
appearance which they present. He would see spread out before him
a broad expanse apparently of green meadows, with long, narrow• streams of water winding in and out among them. These seeming
llIeadows, stretching on mile after mile, broken here and there by a
patch of clear sand, are the tidal flats of Duxbury, more than 2,700
aeres of which are covered with a thick growth of eel grass.

How many years this eel grass. has covered the flats no one knows.
It shifts somewhat, as the ice in winter sometimes plows up an immense
surface, stripping it of its green covering. For the most part it seems
to grow steadily year after year, until the roots, decaying stalks and the
fine sediment which they have collected build up a spongy crust over the
true bed of the flat. It is this spongy, clayey soil which is the pre
dominant type in the eel-grass region, though a large area is soft mud
with little patches of hard sand. It does not seem surprising that clams
are not abundant in this soggy medium, covered with its thick matting
of grass. Clams do exist, however, for occasionally when the ice in
the winter storms has scraped bare a section of these flats, scattering
large clams can be found.

Whether anything can be done with these eel-grass flats on a suffi
ciently large scale to render the undertaking profitable, and whether
they Would prove good ground for clam culture if the eel grass were
removed, is a problem. However, the sand flats free from eel grass
eomprise nearly 800. acres, - an area sufficient in itself to furnish a
very large industry for the town. Smooth, hard and unshifting, they
have the appearance of being in every way suitable for the production
of an enormous amount of shellfish. Yet, barring cockles, mussels and
razor clams, shellfish are rare on· most of these flats, which, in spite
of their inviting appearance, are practically barren.



204 THE MOLLUSK FISHERIES

The only places where clams are dug in any quantity is along the
shore. Here little scattered patches, remnants perhaps of the former
large supply, repay the clammer's toil with a scant return. Little or
no effort is made to dig them on the main flats, and few are so dug
unless they happen to be unearthed by accident when the men are
searching for razor clams for bait. The supply is hardly adequate
for home consumption and the demands for bait by local fishermen.

Whether all the great tidal territory of Duxbury can ever be recon
structed'into profitable clam ground is a difficult question. There exist,
however, no known reasons why a fishery at least as flourishing as that
of twenty years ago could not be re-established and indefinitely devel
oped. A great industry was once in evidence here. Outside the boggy
eel-grass marshes (doubtful territory at best) are wide expanses of
clean sand flats, suitable in every way for the cultivation of clams.
That the ingenuity of man properly administered can build up an.
enormous industry on these sand flats alone, no thoughtful person can
doubt, and then utilization of these great barren Duxbury wastes will
partially, at least, be accomplished.

Co:M:PABJSON o. 1907 WITH 1879.

•
V~Utl.

12,500

600

YEAR.

1879,

100;,

IProduction (BUaheJ·)·1

-------------

:1 5,: I

BUKKABY o. INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907;-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (aeres),
Possible normal production,

5
$60

700
$600

800

2,700
3,500

5
10

800
2,685

$83,000
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KmgstOft.

The condition of the clam industry at Kingston is in many respects
pa.ralle1 to that at Duxbury. The clam flat area (some 600 acres) is
very much smaller, but the character of the soil is essentially the same,
consisting for the most part of clay, soft mud and eel-grass marshes,
with a relatively small proportion of really suitable ground.

The two main flats of the town are Egobert's and Gray's. Egobert's,
the larger of the two, has an area of about 275 acres. Most of this is
praetically waste, owing to a thick growth of eel grass; but a triangular
piece on the mid-southern section is bare. This portion of smooth,
unshifting sand comprises about 80 acres. A few patches of clams
are scattered along the outer edge, near the channel, but hardly any of
these patches produce clams enough to make it profitable to dig them.
The great bulk of this territory is entirely barren.

Gray's flat is of an entirely different type. It is a long flat, with a
fairly uniform width of about 100 yards. It runs through its entire
length parallel to the shore, while on the other side it is separated
from Egobert's by a 300-foot channel. Like Egobert's, it is covered
for the most part by eel grass, but it is essentially different in the
nature of its soil, which is mud throughout. Although the total area
of the flat is about 115 acres, an irregular section of bare mud on the
southeastern side, comprising 30 acres, is tlu! only available clam ter
ritory. This section is composed of soft mud on the north and south,
rather pooriy suited for clam culture; but the mid section contains
several acres of hard mud, which seems well adapted, and here clams
are found in sufficient quantities to keep several men digging inter
mittently through the summer months.

Along the shore a few clam grants have been given to individuals
by the local authorities. These are managed with fair success, though
no business other than that of supplying the local demand is carried
on. The possibilities of forming a clam industry here of importance
is evident, though through lack of available territory it could never
give promise of such,a development as might be looked for from Dux
bury or Plymouth.

SUMMARY oll' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Produetion, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (aeres):
Sand, •
MUd, •
Gravel,
YUBBels and eel grass,
Total, .

•

4
$50

500
$450

150

450
600
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Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clamB,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres),
Possible normal production,

5
5

150
440

$18,000

Plymouth.

The clam industry at Plymouth is at a low ebb. The same problems
which baffle progress at Duxbury and Kingston are preseIJt here with
all their complications. The combined available territory, exceeding
1,600 acres, save for a few unimportant sections, is wholly barren.
While it is true that fully two-thirds of this great area is eel-grass
waste, and in its present state of little value for the production of
clams, there remains over 500 acres of good flats, for the most part
sand well adapted for shellfish culture. It is certain that a flourishing
industry has existed here in former times. From the earliest history
of the colony, records tell of the excellent clam flats at Plymouth; and
we learn that the Pilgrims during the darkest hours of the early settle
ment depended in large measure upon these flats for support. As late
as 1879 Ernest Ingersoll reports an annual output of 5,000 bushels of
clams, and states that the industry had then greatly declined. It
appears to have gone down steadily ever since, until now it merely
furnishes transient employment to 4 or 5 men, who dig at rather un
certain intervals for local marltets.

The best clamming, probably because the most inaccessible, is around
Clark's Island. Scattering clams occur on Wind flat, the Oyster grant,
and in patches along the shore. But no considerable extent of good
clamming occurs anywhere, and the bulk of the territory is wholly
barren.

The town of Plymouth has endeavored in several ways to develop
the industry. It has appropriated money to restock the flats, a close
season has been tried, and an attempt made to solve the problem by the
giving of private grants. While these grants have not always been
run in as energetic a manner as could, be desired, the experiment has
proved conclusively that there are great possibilities in such a system.
In short, there can be little doubt that in the proper administration of
private grants lies the key to the solution of the problem which con
fronts this whole region. As clams were once abundant in Plymouth
harbor, and as no apparent causes other than excessive digging appear
to have brought about the decline, there seems to be no logical reason
why this amount of territory (500 acres) should not yield its proper
harvest. As for the vast extent of eel-grass flats, with all their unde
termined possibilities, they c!n well afford to wait until the more im
mediate and pressing problems of the flats already available for clam
culture have been solved.
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CollPABISON OP 1907 WITH 1879.

YEAR. IProduction (Bulhell)·1 VaJue.

IS;l/,

:I
5,000

I
t2,500

1907, 8,000 2,500

SUlUURY OP INDUSTRY.

207

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Value of shore property,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, •

Total area (acres):
Sand, •
Mud, •
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres) : 
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area psssibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres),
POIBible normal production,

6
$60

3,000
$2,500

400
100

1,100
1,600

10
50

440
1,100

$58,000

Ba-mstable.

The clam industry at Barnstable, while not so extensive as at Ipswich
or Essex, is ne"\"ertheless of special interest. The immensely long coast
line, stretching for many miles on both the north and south shores of
Cape Cod, gives the town a shellfish area both in Cape Cod Bay and
Vineyard Sound which renders it unrivalled throughout the State for
variety of marine life and diversity of natural environment. These
conditions, as they affect clam culture, are best suited on the northern
or bay side of the town, where the clam industry flourishes more exten
sively, lI.B the southern shore is almost wholly given up to the rival
quahaug, oyster and scallop fisheries.

On the northern shore a large harbor, nearly 5 miles long and about
2 miles broad at its widest part, extends in a general westerly direction,
ending in a vast waste of salt marshes interwoven with a network of
~ks. Up this harbor the tides rush with great velocity, and when
they sweep out to sea leave a broad expanse of flats, sandy on the
north and central portions and muddy on the south. These flats cover
an aggregate area of 400 acres, comprising 200 acres of hard sand and
150 acres of soft mud. Large stretches of these mud flats on the south
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•

a.re waste, and covered for the most pa.rt with eel grass. Other sections
elsewhere a.re likewise waste for various causes, and are to be excluded
as unprofitable or barren; yet the total available a.rea remaining after
making these deductions exceeds 350 acres. This is the theoretical con
dition, - the real condition is fa.r otherwise: 20 acres at the most
yield clams, and of these only 10 acres produce them in ma.rketable
quantities.

The explanation of these conditions is interesting. In the winter
the ice and the force of storms tear out great pieces of the tough marsh
surf, and the tides sweep them down the harbor. Some of these huge
masses a.re torn to pieces and washed away, others find lodgment on the
broad surface of some tidal flat; these, becoming stationary, accumulate
sediment; the grass grows upon them through the summer, and grad
ually a little island is formed. Surrounding these islands and often
times growing over their entire surface, bedded in among the roots of
the marsh grass, we find a very thick set of clams. In short, alI the
digging of any kind is in the immediate vicinity of these islands.

The deductions to be made from these facts are appa.rently simple.
In the spawning season, when the microscopic clam larvm a.re in their
floating stage, they are carried here and there by the currents. Later,
when they tend normally to settle in some fertile tract of flat, they are
prevented from so doing by reason of the remarkable swiftness of the
tides, which sweep strongly over the broad, smooth flats, and give
the little dams no opportunity of lodgment. Only in the fum thatch of
low-lying islands can they find anything to cling to, and here, with
their slender byssus threads attached to unyielding grass or roots, they
a.re able to withstand the wash of the current. Thus the clams a.re
gathered in great numbers in these natural collectors, later are washed
on the neighboring flat, and finally a little colony grows up about every

. island of this sort.
That this is actnally what happens is largely borne out both by

observation and facts. It makes little difference where these islands
a.re located; clams grow nearby, while all about may stretch smooth,
hard flats, perfectly adapted for clams, yet altogether barren. In view
of the somewhat incomplete investigations made in this region, it is per
haps too sweeping to point out any single factor as the sole cause for
these waste areas; but undoubtedly the swift tides and smooth, hard flats,
which offer no resting place for the young larvm, constitute the main
causes.

Another odd circumstance in connection with the Barnstable clam in
dustry is the local regulations which control the industry. Almost all
digging is carried on in the winter, as a local by-law forbids the digging
of clams in summer in any quantity exceeding 6 bushels per week for
family use. This somewhat curious by-law is designed wholly for the
benefit of the majority of the clammers, and .to give them employment
in that season of the year when work is most difficult to obtain. While



interfering somewhat with summer clam bakes, the law appears to meet
the approval of the townspeople.

The south shore of Barnstable possesses many of the features of
Bou.ards Bay, and produces clams only in numbers sufficient for home
consumption.

I
t

I,
I
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SUMMARY OP INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Valne of shore property, .
Produetion, 1907: -

BUJhels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
lind, .
Gravel,
lIullllels and eel gr88ll,
Total, .

Productive area (acres): 
Good clamming, .
Scattering elams,

Barren area poBBibly productive (acres), •
Waste barren area (acres),
POllBible normal production,

209

25
$200

700
$550

200
150

50
400

10
10

330
50

$39,000

Yarmouth.

The clam industry at Yarmouth, never extensive, has steadily declined,
until now it barely supplies the demands of home consumption. Barn
stable bar on the northern coast twenty years ago produced clams in
considerable quantities, but the soil was never well adapted for this
shellfish. Scattering clams are now found there, but the grounds are
,"ery much exposed, and cannot properly rank as clam-producing area.
Sea clams abound there at certain seasons, and furnish a transient
business; also razor clams, which are used extensively for bait.

The best clam territory is in Mill Creek, on the south shore of the
town. Scattered patches of clams also occur along the shore of Bass
River, but the whole area really available does not exceed 50 acres,
and this is not at all well improved. There are no regular clammers,
but intermittent digging produces about 600 bushels of clams annually,
which are used either for home consumption or for bait.

No effort has been made on the part of the town authorities to better
oonditions, although the advisability of giving clam grants, at least
on the northern or bay side, has been discussed. No permits are
required, and local legislation does not in any way concern itself with
the elam industry.
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SUlOUBY o. INDU8T&Y.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Value of shore property, .
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres) : 
Good clamming, •
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), •
Waste barren area (acres),
Possible normal production,

5
$40

600
$500

25
15
10

50

5
10
25
10

$6,000

Orleans.

Orleans is one of the few towns in the State which shows an advanee
in the clam industry. This is largely due to an increased production
on the rich fiats of Nauset harbor, as the remaining available territory
in the town is declining in value. The output of 1907 is an increase of
nearly 40 per cent. over the yield of the previous year, which shows
an encouraging development. .

The clam flat area of the town is divided into four rather distinct
divisions, three on the east or Atlantic side and one on the Bay or
western side. The grounds which have been dug for the longest time
and yielded uniformly the best results lie in the waters of Town Cove.
Here a strip of gravelly sand and mud about 30 feet wide extends
along the shores of this cove for 2 or 3 miles. Clams are !lcattered
throughout this strip, and are dug constantly.

The second division includes the bars of Nauset harbor, which at
present furnish the best digging in town. The increased value of the
town's industry is largely due to the recent development of these fiats.
Clams have seeded in abundantly during the past two or three years,
and now furnish very good digging.

The third section comprises that portion of the clam fiat area border
ing the coast of Pleasant Bay which crosses the town boundaries on
the southeast. Here clams are rather scarce, though dug occasionally.
This section is economically the least important of the four.

The fourth section extends along the western coast, on a belt of sand
bars well out in Cape Cod Bay. Clams are found on a strip about a
quarter of a mile in width, and lying over half a mile from shore. This
is a very exposed location. Billingsgate Point, projecting out from the
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Wellfleet coast, offers some protection from northwest winds, and the
hills of the Cape break the force of the easterly gales; but the full
fol'\'f of stom from the west and southwest sweeps these bars, and
would seem to render them unsuitable for the growth of clams. Clams
are here, however, in considerable numbers, though not so numerous
as three or four years ago, and are dug to some extent.

The greater part of the digging is done by intermittent clammen,
who obtain perhaps 2% bushels per day. No permits are required, as
there are no town by-laws regulating the industry.

BUlUUBY op INDUSTBY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Value of shore property, .
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, •

Total &rea (&erell):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
MlIlIlllla and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Seattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (aeres), .
WIBle barren area (aeres),
POBBible normal production,

30
$200

3,000
$3,000

125
50
20

5
200

25
50
75
50

$27,000

Eastham.

The town of· Eastham is a sparsely settled community, and the clam
t\shery, while not large, plays a rather. important part in its business
activity. Six men depend quite largely upon it for a livelihood, while
some 30 others dig intermittently through the summer. The same
peculiar condition as at Orleans exists on the western coast. Here far
from shore clams are found in considerable numbers on the shifting
bars. The main source of supply, however, comes from the productive
sand flats of Nauset harbor.

These flats have seeded in only in the past two or three years, but
they have already shown latent possibilities of a future increase.
In the so-called "Salt Pond" 2 men are employed nearly the year
round in digging clams under water by a method of " churning," locally
known as "rootling."

The total available area in Eastham is about 200 acres. More than
half of this is sand, which includes almost all the good digging, while
the mud flats are interspersed with stretches of gravel and scattering
patches of eel grass.
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The same abuses which have nearly ruined the Swansea fishery ha,-e
begun here. Small seed clams are exported in considerable quantities
to supply the summer demand of the New Bedford wid Fall River
districts. While this system has not yet made its ravages apparent, a
glance at the Swansea rep~rt will serve to cdnvince the most casual
reader that unless some steps are taken to check this evil, the practical
annihilation of the Eastham clam industry must follow. As it is, local
legislation seems powerless to cope with the problem, and no laws of
any kind relating to the clam fishery are in force.

SUlollolARY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Value of shore property,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acree):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grlUlll,
Total, •

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acree), .
Waste barren area (acres),
Possible normal production,

36
$250

4,000
$4,000

100
50
30
20

200

25
50

100
25

$30,000

Wellfleet.

Although possessing extensive flats, Wellfleet produces at present
a relatively small amount of clams. The inhabitants realize that these
flats are capable of producing a large harvest of clams if properly
planted, and that in this wayan extensive industry can be developed,
and have undertaken to restock the flats, appropriating in 1906 for this
purpose the sum of $1,000.

At Billing'llg'ate Island there are fair clam flats, but they are not
easily accessible, as they lie at a distance of 5 miles from town. Clams
can also be obtained in more or less abundance in the thatch which
borders the flats o'f Blackfish Creek, Herring River and Duck Creek,
A few clams are scattered over the flats of BlacIdisb Creek, particularly
toward the head of the creek. Two patches of clams covering perhaps
an acre are on the flats in front of the town: one in the stone and
gravel east of Commercial wharf; the other, a more extensive area,
just west of Mercantile wharf.

Wellfleet possesses many acres of flats which, though now barren,
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are capable of excellent production if properly planted. Wellfleet
flats extend from Duck Creek to Herring River and from Herring River
along the shores of Great Island for a distance of 4% miles, and cover
an area of 400 acres. The Great Island flats are not especially adapted
for dams. and only parts of these can ever be successfully cultivated,
while possibly all the area between Duck Creek and Herring River can
be reelaimed. South Wellfleet flats, which comprise an. area of 200
acres, are much poorer flats, consisting for the most part of mud and
shifting sand. Only the firmer portions, about 50 acres, can be made
productive by planting with clams.

At Wellfleet the soft clam fishery can hardly be styled an industry.
In the winter a few men go clamming when there is nothing else to do.
The majority prefer razor clamming, which is a considerable winter
industry, owing to the demand for this bait at Provincetown. Three
men dam during the summer, doing practically all their digging at
Billingsgate, while 8 others are in this work during the winter.

The Bats of Wellfleet were never very productive, but formerly were
l'JIpabJe of furnishing a far greater production than at present. This

detline is only accounted for by overdigging, which has brought about
the present searcity.

SUMMARY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Buahels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, •
Gravel,
M_ls and eel graBS,
Total, •

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barreu area pollllibly productive (seres), •
Wute barren area (acres),
POI8ible normal production,

11
$300

800
$640

450
5

150

605

3
12

250
340

$28,000

Truro.

The clam flats at Truro are confined pl'incipaIly to the Pamet River.
At the mouth of this river near the head of the harbor bar is a sand
fiat comprising several acres, where the bulk of the clams are produced.
In South Truro, Stony Bar and other similar patches of rocky beach
are fairly well bedded with clams. Scattering clams are found over
the shifting bars which skirt the main land on the bay side, but
nowhere are clams sufficiently abundant to warrant any serious attempt
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at exportation. Fifteen to twenty years ago clams were everywhere
much more abundant in this region than now, and in those days some
market digging was carried on. At present the needs of the home
market are with difficulty supplied from the local production, and 100
bushels per year would cover all clams dug both for food and bait. No
effort has at any time been made by the town authorities to increase the
industry, tho~gh the clam fishery, at least in the sheltered coves of
Pamet River, is not without possibilities of development.

SUXMARY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres);
Sand, •
Mud, .
Gravel,
Muaels and eel gr888,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area poBBibly productive (acree), •
Waste barren area (acres),
Possible normal production,

1
$2

50
$60

50

50

1
2

.7

$5,000

P"ovincetown.

For the last five years the flats of Provincetown have produced only
a small amount of clams. Wherever clams have set in abundance they
have been quickly dug by fishermen for bait, thus checking their natural
propagation.

Clams are found in the drains among the thatch beds on the south
west side of the harbor and in Race Run, while a considerable set is
scattered between the wharves of the town. All the extensive flats at
the southwest end of the harbor are entirely barren of clams, owing
chiefly to the shifting- nature of the sand, although on certain parts of
these, especially near the thatch, clams would grow if planted. As it
is, the shifting sand makes it impossible for the young clams to set
on this area.

SUMMARY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital inveeted,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Vame, .

5
$15
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Total area (aeres):
Band, •
Mud, •
Gravel,
MWIII8Ia and eel grus,
Total, •

Productive area (seres):
Good clamming, •
Scattering clams,

Barren area poBBibly productive (acres), •
Wute barren area (acres),
POIIible normal production,

215

400

400

3
3

200
194

$21,000

Chatham.

Chatham can no longer be considered as the best clam-producing town
of southern' Massachusetts. In 1879 Chatham produced a greater
quantity of soft clams than all the rest of the Cape; to-day all has
ehanged, and the annual output is far less than several other towns of
the Cape district.

The town of Chatham is situated in the southeastern portion of Cape
Cod, and includes that part which is commonly called the "elbow" of
the Cape. It is surrounded on the north, east and south sides by the
oeean, while on the south the peninsula known as Monomoy Island
extends for 9 miles.

The clamming territory of Chatham is situated in Stage harbor,
Pleasant Bay and at Monomoy Point.

In Stage harbor clams are found along the sides of the Mill Pond,
comprising possibly an acre, and in the eastern end of the harbor
toward the dike, where about 3 acres of flats are thickly set.

An extended area of sand flats are found in Pleasant Bay. But
small parts of this area furnish good clamming, and the Common Flats
on the inside of Monomoy Island, where once there were acres of good
clams, now lie entirely barren except for a SIDall patch of set just
uorth of Brant Island, comprising about ~ of an acre. Here are
about 100 acres of barren flats which only need planting to be made
productive.

The commercial clam fishery. of the town is carried on at Monomoy
Point, where 5 acres of the best clamming in Massachusetts is found.
The Powder Hole flats, formed of coarse, clean sand, are thickly set
with clams of all sizes, and furnish excellent digging. A good clammer
ean obtain from 5 to 6 bushels per tide from these flats.

Clams are dug at Chatham during the fishing season chiefly for bait.
Such digging lasts through the fan and winter. In the summer, clams
are dug only for food, as no cod fishing is conducted in the warm
months. From 10 to 15 men were engaged in clamming during the
summer of 1907, travelling from Chatham to Monomoy Point in power
or sail dories. Practically all the clams dug came from the Powder Hole
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flats at Monomoy Point. These were purchased at Chatham wharf by
fish firms at the price of $2 per barrel.

The winter clam fishery of Chatham was once an important industry,
which started in 1875 when clams were in great demand as fish bait.
The following table shows how this industry has declined:-

1879. len.

~umberof men, lliO 10

Annual prodnctlon (hushel.), 811,000 l,liOO

Value of production, ,1:l,lI1lO '1,200

Price per IImhel (<lents), 811 III

CaJlltallnvested, 'lJ,OOO t400

Owing to the large amount of clams dug by fishing vessels, the fol
lowing restrictions were incorporated in 1881 as a State law, which
reads as follows:-

No fisherman or any other person shall take from the tOWI18 of Chatham
and Nantucket any sheJl1lsh, for bait or other use, except cl8D18 and a shell·
:fish commonly known by the name of horse feet, and no quantity exceeding
seven bushels of clams, including shells or one hundred of said horse feet
shall be taken in one week for each v_lor craft, nor in any ease without
a permit being first obtained from the selectmen of the town.

SUKKARY OP INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area pOBBibly productive (acres), .
Wute barren area (acres),
Possible normal prodnction,

10
$400

1,500
$1,200

330
10
20

360

10
50

300

'44,000
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Har1£ich.

The town of Harwich possesses but little clam area. A few clam!!
are obtainable on the shores of Pleasant Bay and Mud Creek in limited
localities, while in the southern waters of the town there is some digging
in Wychmere harbor and in Herring River. The total area of clam
Bats is not more than 1% acres.

There are no regular c1ammers engaged in the business, all the clams
dug being used only for home consumption.

In 1905 there was a town law restricting the digging in Wychmere
harbor, except for bait, to one day in the week.

CoJolPAllISON op 1907 WITH 1879.

YEAR.

1819,

I ProductloD
(Buabela).

:I
1,1211

100

t400

lUO

)leu.

16

BUllKARY 0. INDUSTBY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
lIu_Is and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scatteriug clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Wute barren area (acres),
POlIIIible normal production,

100
$80

10
10
10

30

1
5

10
14

$2,400

Dennis.
As the town of Dennis has mutual fishery rights with the town of

Yarmouth, the clam flats of Bass" River, which lie between the towns,
are free to any inhabitant of Dennis. A few clams are also dug in
Swan Pond River.
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BUXKABY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Band, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Bcattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acrlll), .
Wute barren area (acres),
Possible normal production,

25
15
10

50

1
4

30
15

$4,200

Mashpee.

The clam fishery at Mashpee is of hardly sufficient proportions to
rank as an industry. The shores of the Popponesset River furnish
perhaps favorable conditions for the growth of this shellfish, but the
available territory is small, not exceeding 50 acres, and of this only a
sma.II percentage, comprising scattered patches of gravel-mud, produces
clams in any abundance.

No effort is made at exportation for market, and under the present
circumstances it is doubtful if a greater yield than that required to
supply home Consumption could be expected. No effort is made on the
part of local legislation to control the industry or foster it in any way.

BUXKABY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel gra8ll,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Beattering clams,

Barren area po8llibly productive (aerlll), .
Wute barren area (acres) ,
Possible uormal production,

2
.20

50
$45

20
5

20
5

50

2
8

30
10

$5,400
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Buzzards Bay.

The section of Massachusetts bordering the shores of Buzzards Bay
supports a flourishing quahaug, oyster and scallop fishery, capable of
great development. The clam industry, however, never very extensive,
is of \"ery slight significance at present, and can never attain the same .
degree of importance as the other shellfisheries, owing to the' limited
area available for clams. To those familiar with the harbors of New
buryport and Duxbury and their vast tidal flats with their latent possi
bilities, the shores of Buzzards Bay present indeed a notable contrast.
Blut! and hilly for the most part, and frequently rocky, nowhere do
they show extensive flats suitable for clam culture. That clams grow
wherever opportunity permits is evident, for they are found on gravelly
stretches or among rocks all along the coast, except in those localities
openly exposed to the full force of the sea. But allowing for all
possible favorable features, the lack of any considerable territory is a
disadvantage that will forever act as a barrier to any expansion.
F&lmouth and Dartmouth on the east and west sides of Buzzards Bay
respectively ditIer materially from the remaining towns of the district,
in the fact that the characteristic soil of their clam grounds ·is sand;
while the other towns have little in the shape of available territory
l!%eept gravel stretches along the shores of coves, small areas of mud,
and the rocky beaches of points and headlands. The yearly output
hardly anywhere suffices for the needs of home consumption. Nowhere
is any attempt at exportation possible. The business, such as it is,
is carried on in a very intermittent fashion, chiefly in the summer,
with but a small investment of capital.

Special local regulation seems to remain aloof from the problem of
insuring a future clam supply. That the combined area of all the
towns of Buzzards Bay does not equal that of a single town in the
Cape Ann district is an undeniable truth; but the fact nevertheless
remains that an industry far more considerable than exists at present
eould be supported, and it is truly to the interest of the towns of this
region to make the best possible use of their limited advantages.

Falmouth.

Falmouth has a long coast line not only on BuZzards Bay but also on
Vineyard Sound. The flats at North and West Falmouth on the bay
side are similar to those of Wareham and Bourne, though there are
several small patches of quite good digging. On the southern shore
there are clams scattered along the coasts of the various indentations,
particularly at Waquoit Bay.
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SU1UUBY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (aeres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
MI1IIIIels and eel gr&llll,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area pollllibly prodnctive (aeres), .
Wute barren area (BCreII) ,
Possible normal production,

200
$175

40
5
5

50

2
8

40

Bourne.

The clam industry at Bourne is practically extinct. Scarcely any
clamming is carried on by the inhabitants of the town, even for their
own use, as clams have become so scattering that it hardly pays to dig
them. The territory is much the same in extent and general character
as that of Wareham, but it has been overdug to a greater degree, and
has become nearly barren.

SUllMARY 0. INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
MUllllels and eel gr&llll,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres),
POll8ible normal production,

100
$100

5
5

30

40

30

10
$6,000
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Wareham.

Wareham leads the towns of Buzzards Bay in the production of
clams, although its annual output is only 600 bushels. This clearly
shows the low ebb to which the industry has fallen in this region.

There are no true tide flats in Wareham, but the total area of the
mud-gravel and rocky bottom between high and low water mark where
sattering clams are found is nearly 100 acres. There are no regular
fishermen, but some half dozen quahaugers dig clams from time to
time, chiefly during the summer, to supply the home market.

The industry, such as it is, appears to be about stationary at present,
though in production it has declined notably during the last twenty
years. The town officials have attempted no measures to revive the
failing fishery, and no town laws affect it in any way.

SUMMARY 01' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, •

Total area (acree):
Band, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
M-:JII and eel gr&IIII,

Total, •
Produetive area (aerell):

Good elamming, •
8eattering eJ&mII,

Barren area possibly productive (acr6ll), .
Wute barren area (acrell),
POIIBible normal produetion,

6
$100

800
$800

15
10
75

100

50

50
$10,000

Marion.

The wealthy summer residents at Marion create a demand for clams
at a very substantial price. In spite of the increased price, there is
little inducement to engage in this industry as a livelihood, and only
1 man digs steadily through the summer months, though intermittent
d4!,nng is done by others to supply the local market.

The best clamming is on the east coast of Great Neck and in Wing's
Cove. These grounds are difficult of access, and consequently have not
been so much overworked as the nearer shores of Ram's Island, Allan's
Point and Blankinship Cove. The total area does not exceed 10 acres;
and this for the most part is very poor territory; while the clams coming
fl"QUl these rock and gravel beaches are not of very good quality, the
shells being usually gnarled and crooked.
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There is no town legislation relating to this industry, and though it is
becoming of less consequence every year, nothing is done to revive it.

BUlnU.BY OJ' !NDUSTBY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907;-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
MU88els and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acree):
Good clamming, •
Scattering cla.ms,

Barren area po8Sibly productive (acree), .
Waste barren area (acres),
P088ible normal production,

1
$15

100
$100

10

10

10

$2,000

Mattapoisett.
The coast of Mattapoisett, more open and exposed than that of Fair

haven, does not offer equal advantages to the cultivation of clams. A
similar strip of gravel-mud or sand occurs along the more sheltered
portions of the coast, and wherever an indentation in the mainland
offers shelter clams may be found, though never in sufficient quantities
to make digging profitable. There is really no industry at all; the few
clams that are dug go for home trade or are used as bait, and the
prospects of any decided improvement appear to be slight.

SUKKARY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acree), .
Waste barren area (acres) ,
Possible normal production,

1
$15

100
$100

5
Ii

10

10

$2,000
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Fairha1Jeft.

The clam industry at Fairhaven suffers from the unsanitary condition
of the flats, though in a lesser degree than at New Bedford. The finest
clam grounds of this town lie in the _proscribed district of the Acushnet
River, and handling or eating shellfish from this area is a positive
menace to the public health..

A strip of gravel-mud about 100 feet in average width fringes the
shores of Priest's Cove, and this strip furnishes at present the best
digging. Scattered patches of clams occur along the indentations of
Sconticut Neck, around West Island and along the coast of Little Bay.
No men are regularly employed in digging clams, though a rather
inefficient attempt is made at times to supply the local demand.

SUKKARY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Band, •
Mud, •
Gravel,
MUll8els and eel grass,
Total, •

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, •
Scattering clams,

Barren area poBBibly productive (acres), •
Wute barren area (acres) ,
P08lIible normal production,

100
$100

25
25

50

25
25

$7,500

New Bedford.

The clam industry at New Bedford was never of any great im
portance, but the unwise methods of sewage disposal of the city,
whereby the eBIuent enters the harbor in close proximity to the clam
IIats, renders the taking of shellfish a positive menace to the public
health. The action of the State Board of Health in closing the Acushnet
River and Clark's Cove to the clam digger virtually annihilated the
remnant of the industry. Now practically all the available territory
of the city is proscribed, and no clams are allowed to be taken from this
area except for use as bait. Licenses are also required to take clams
eyen for bait from this proscribed territory. Three hundred and
twenty of these licenses have been issued since the passage of the act
in 1904. The annual yield of clams for this purpose cannot be accu
rately ascertained, but probably does not exceed 250 bushels. No
important ('lam industry would ever have been possible at New Bed-
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ford, under any circumstances, but the slight possibilities which once
existed have been swept away and can never return under the present
conditions, though shellfish grown in this region could, if suitable
legislation were enacted, be transplanted to a sanitary environment,
where in a month all danger of spreading typhoid germs would be
avoided. •

SUMMARY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Lioonll6ll for bait,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels (for bait),
Value, .

Total area (acrell):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
MUJllIels and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clamB,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres),
Possible normal production,

320

300
$225

5
5

15

25

15

10
$3,000

Dartmouth.

The town of Dartmouth possesses a wide expanse of territory, but
the actual amount of available clam ground is not 85 large as it would
appear at fl1'8t sig-ht. Clams are found in more or less abundance at
the following places: (1) Ricke1'8on's Point (% acre); (2) Apponn
gansett River (6 acres); (3) A pponagansett harbor (1 acre); ( 4)
Nonquit (YIn acre); (5) Ronnd Hill Point (Yr, acre); (6) Salter's Point
(% arre); (7) Smith's Neck (% acre); (8) Little River (7% acres) ;
(9) Slocum's River (6 acres) ; comprising a total of 23 acres. The best
damming is obtained on the flats of Little and Slocum's rivers. In
Apponagansett River clams are dult in the summer for the Padanaram
clam bakes.

A town by-law placinlt a closed season on Slocum's River was in
forre during the yea1'8 1904 and 1905. In 1906 Dartmouth, by a State
law, required permits for clamming. These permits are issued by the
selectmen free of charge.

SU1UURY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907: -

Bushels,
Value, .

4
$50

200
$160

J
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Tola! area (aeres):
Sand, .
Mud, •
Gravel,
MllllIlels and eel graBll,
Total, .

Productive area (aerea):
Good clamming, •
Scattering clams,

Barren ares possibly productive (acrea), •
Waste barren area (acrea),
POSBible normal production,

225

15
10

5

30

5
15

10
$5,000

The Fall River Dist·rict (Narragansett Bay).

The section of country bordering on Narragansett Bay and the
Rhode Island line comprises a territory remote from the other c1am
producing districts of the State, and possessing many characteristics
not found in any other locality. Six towns of this region enjoy the
privileges of a clam industry, situated as they are on the shores of Mt.
Hope Bay and its tributary streams, the Cole, Lee and Taunton rivers.
Beginning with the most westerly and taking them in order, these
towns comprise Swansea, Somerset, Dighton, Berkley, Freetown and
Fall River. These towns differ only in extent of resources or develop
ment of the industry, while the general nature of the clam flats and the
methods employed in carrying on the business are essentially alike for
all. The area in this region suitable for clam culture possesses some of
the distinguishing features of the typical north shore flats, some of the
Buzzards Bay variety and some peculiar to itself. There are scarcely
any sand flats, and the prevailing type of soil is mud, as at Newbury
port, or gravel, as in Buzzards Bay; while the greater part of the clam
supply comes from a large and rather indefinite area, which is not
properly tide flat at all, but lies continuously submerged.

The methods employed in carrying on this industry include both wet
and dry digging. On the tide flats the clams are dug as elsewhere on
the south shore, with hoes or the common digger. Where, however,
clams are dug in 2 or 3 feet of water, as is most frequently the case,
an ordinary long-handled shovel and wire basket are employed. The
soil containing the clams is shoveled into the baskets, and then the clams
are sifted out under water. Several years ago an attempt was made
to dig clams by machinery. An enterprising oysterman spent several
hundred dollars in constructing a machine which was designed to farm
the under-water districts more quickly and successfully than could be
done by hand. The device had some of the principles of a suction
pump, and theoretically the clams on the submerged flats could be
washed out from the soil and collected in a receptacle. The machine
worked well enough in extracting the clams from the mud, but failed
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completely when it came to collecting them. In short, after a thorough
trial it was pronounced a failure and had to be abandoned.

The main peculiarity of this region, and a far more important one
than the type of soil or the methods of digging, is the nature of the
dams which are produced. The inadequate territory and the constantly
increasing demands of the Fall River markets have led to abuses which
have had a most disastrous effect on the clam industry, and unless
checked, and soon, these abuses will certainly cause its complete annihila
tion. The abuses in question are the universal custom of digging small
seed clams for food. So importunate have the markets of Fall River
and the vicinity become, that when the supply of suitable clams proves
inadequate they demand and will gladly take "anything with a shell
on," as the dealers say, so that it is no uncommon sight to see exposed
for sale in the city markets clams of only 1 inch in length. This
deplorable condition is fostered by the custom of digging ,under water,
for the fine mesh of the woven-wire baskets retains even the smallest
clams, which are saved for market.

No quicker or surer way of destroying the industry completely could
have been devised than this method of digging seed clams for food.
One barrel of these clams would produce 10 to 15 barrels of marketable
clams if left for one year under favorable circumstances. Thus, when
a clammer digs 1 barrel of these clams he is in reality destroying 10 or
more barrels. This is truly reaping the "seed" before it has had any
time to mature the proper harvest. Also, these "seed" clams are so
immature that in many cases they have not spawned, and thus the
clammer by destroying the clams in this manner damages irrevocably
all chances of restocking the flats.

From the inherent difficulties of the problem, however, local regula
tion seems powerless to cope with the evil. The short-sighted clammers,
while they know that these methods, if pursued very far, will ultimately
destroy the industry, seem willing, nevertheless, to sacrifice the future
for the present. The other dammers are inevitably brought into line
on this mistaken policy, as they cannot but argue that if a few will
persist in exploiting a natural resource it is the right of every man
to have an equal chance, and take his share of the proceeds as long
as they last. Another potent factor in this wastefulness is the irre
sponsible foreign element of the mill districts, who dig clams for their
·own use, large or small, with entire indifference. It might perhaps
prove unjust and dWTIcult to enforce laws preventing individuals
digging" seed" clams for their own use; but legislation could possibly
be enacted preventing the sale of such seed in the public market. This
would strike a blow at the abuse sufficient to rob it of its worst
features. The most casual glance at the facts in the case prove that
there is a pressing need for some legislative action. The history of the
clam industry in this region is one of steady and rapid decline. Any
clammer of the vicinity i~ willing to acknowledge that conditions at

~
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present are in a very unsatisfactory state. The output of clams has
greatly diminished, both in the consensus of opinion of those interested
in the business, and also according to statistical figures. Furthermore,
the end of the industry, as far as any eeonomic importance is con
eerned, is plainly in sight, and at the present rate of destruction cannot
long be delayed. It would seem that here was a striking example of
the need of prompt and wise legislation for the protection and develop
ment of an industry which has made large profits for the community,
and might yield still greater returns if properly regulated.

The towns of this region can never compete with the towns of the
Newburyport district in the production of clams, for the reason that
they have by no means an equal acreage of suitable fiats. The Taunton
River is also a considerable factor, as its contaminated waters impair
the quality of clams grown along its shores. There remains, however,
a considerable extent of suitable territory which might yield a large
product if rightly controlled, and this territory, with its inherent
possibilities depleted to the verge of exhaustion by unwise and wasteful
methods, it is for the interest of the Commonwealth to protect and
improve.

Swansea.
Swansea, the most western town of this district, is by far the most

favorably located, and has the greatest possibilities of clam production.
Situated on the northern shore of Mt. Hope Bay, and containing the
IIlajority of the fiats in the Cole and Lee rivers, it possesses a greater
aVailable territory free from the contaminating influences of the
Taunton River than any other town in this region.

Altogether, 200 acres comprise the possibly available clam area of
this town. The best of this area is located in Cole's River, and includes
Llng Beach fiat, the best fiat of the district. Situated on the east
~ore of the river just below the railroad bridge, this fiat stretches south
~ a broad triangle comprising some 20 acres of smooth, semihard mud.
I ver the main flat is sprinkled a very thick set of % inch to 1 inch
~Illns, interspersed with some of larger growth. While this is the best
I t, other flats extend along both shores far up the river until the
~8lnS ~me too "fresh" to be very good. Flats also occur in the

Ih\Yer, and there is a large and rather indeterminate amount of
~der-llVater territory. The total area suitable for culture is not far

ti
l'OID 150 acres; of this, about 20 acres are gravel and the rest prae
cally all mud.
N~ Permits are necesSary to dig clams on tidal fiats, but permits are
~ to "churn" clams under water. Twenty of these permits
were issued last year. Usually in digging under water two men work
t~rther, one shovelling the mud into the wire baskets and the other
S1 ting out the clams. About 75 per cent. of the clams produced come
from. these under-water areas, as the tide fiats are for the most part
near1y exhausted.
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The season lasts all the year round, though most of the clams are
dug in the summer time. Of late years it has become increasingly
hard for a man to earn a living by clamming, as only 1 to 1% bushels
now comprise an average day's work under the most favorable circum
stances. Many of the clammers are leaving the business and seeking a
livelihood in other employments.

The history of the industry is one of marked decline. The most
conservative clammer estimates that at the present rate the passing of
five years will witness the complete annihilation of the industry.

SU1UURY 01' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, •
Mud, .
Gravel,
MU88els and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (acres) ,
Possible normal production,

25
$250

5,000
$5,000

100
100

200

20
30

100
50

$24,000

Somerset.

Somerset, the next town in order, joins Swansea on the east and
extends several miles up the left bank of the Taunton River. Its flats
on the south and west, particularly in the Lee River, produce some
clams, though the industry is practically run out. The total clam area
comprises about 75 acres. This is mostly mud, though gravel stretches
along the shore aggregate perhaps 10 acres. The development of latent
possibilities in this territory is largely curtailed by the disastrous effects
of the Taunton River upon the clams. This water, contaminated by
the manufacturing plants of Taunton, makes the clams grown in the
northern part of the town of inferior taste and quality.

Six licenses, costing $1 apiece, were issued last year for" churning"
clams. No permits other than these are required.

SUMMARY 01' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

50
$50
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Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, •
Gravel,
MusselB and eel grass,
Total, .

Productive area (aeres):
Good clamming, .
Besttering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acrea), •
Waste barren area (acres),
POlIBible normal production,

229

25
25

50

10
20
20

$4,000

Dighton.

Dighton has a very limited area of clam flat, comprising only about
10 acres. Clams extend but little beyond the southern boundary of the
town on the Taunton River and about % mile up the Segregansett
River on the west. Practically no business is made of clamming by the
citizens of the town except for local consumption. About 40 bushels
were "churned" last year by outsiders. No permits are issued.

SUMMARY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, •

Total area (acres):
Sand, •
Mud, •
Gravel,
M_Is and eel grass,
Total, •

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
SeatteriDg clams,

Barren area pollllibly productive (acrea), .
Waste barren area (acrea),
POlIBible normal production,

40
$40

5
5

10

2
8

$1,200

Berkley.

Berkley, on the right bank of the Taunton River, opposite Dighton,
has a very similar clam territory both in extent and characteristics.
But little use is made of the clam except for bait, as the river water
renders them very unsatisfactory as food.

There is practically no industry, and there never could be any of'
importance, owing to the very limited area and the contamination of
the waters.
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SU),{KABY op INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel grus,
Total, •

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering ela.ms,

Barren area pollllibly productive (acres), •
Wute barren area (acres) ,
Pollllible normal production,

25
$25

5
IS

10

4
6

$1,400

Freetown.

Freetown, joining Berkley on the south near the Fall River line,
possesses a number of clam flats, aggregating 25 acres. Very little
business is carried on, although conditions are better than in Berkley
or Dighton. The clams, too, are of better quality, being freer from the
disagreeable flavor of clams grown farther up the river. The possi
bilities for clam culture in this town are not attractive, but the present
conditions can be vastly improved.

SUKKARY or INDUSTRY.

N1l,JIIber of men,
Capital invested,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, •
Mud, .
Gravel,
Mussels and eel graBS,
Total, .

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, •
Scattering ela.ms,

Barren area pollllibly productive (acres), •
Waste barren area (acres),
Possible normal production,

100
$100

10
15

15

10
$3,000
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Fan River.
Fall River bas no clam territory on the south, owing to the wharves

and other obstructions. On the more open waters of the north towards
Freetown there is an extent of clam ground occupying about 25 acres.
The foreign element in the city dig here for food, and some clams are
likewise dug for bait, but the industry on the wbole is of little con
sequence.

BUlOlABY or lNDUSTBY.

Number of men,
Capital inveeted,
Production, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Band, •
:Mud, .
Gravel,
:MU1IIlele and eel graBIl,

Total,. .
Productive area (acres):

Good clamming, .
Beattering clams,

Barren area p088ibly productive (aeretl), •
Waste barren area (acres),
POlIIIible normal production,

100
$75

20
5

25

10
15

.3,1500

Ntmfuckef.

At present Nantucket does not possess a clam industry of any im
portance. Years ago it is claimed that clams were abundant, and that
quantities were dug for food or for bait. Now the reverse is true, and
the fisherman often finds it difficult to procure clams even for bait.
Indeed, Nantucket furnishes an excellent illustration of the decline of
the clam industry.

Practically all the flats of Nantucket are shore flats i.e., narrow flats
along the shores of the harbor and on the sides of the creeks. Thus the
area, though extending for many miles, is not great, and the clam
industry of the island, though capable of development, nevertheless can
never assume the importance of the quahaug and the scallop fisheries.
In Nantucket barbor clams are found in the creeks, and particularly
in Polpis harbor, although scattering clams are found all along the
!!Outh shore of the harbor. A few clams are found on the north side
in Coaton Creek and in First and Second Bend. The flats in Nan
tueket harbor are all coarse sand or a fine gravel, except in the creeks,
Where they become muddy. On the eastern and southern sides clams
Ill! found in IlC8ttering quantities in Maddeqnet harbor, on the north
lide of Tuckemuck and in the cove on the south side of Muskeget.
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CoKPABISON OJ' 1907 WITH 1879.

PRODUCTION. I 1878.

Bushels, .

:I
2,268

Value, e872

SUKKABY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Number of men,
Capital invellted,
Production, 1907:-

BllIlhelll,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
MUIllleIs and eel graBII,
Total, .

Productive area (acrell):
Good clamming, .
SeatteriJlg clams,

Barren area pOllSibly productive (acrell), .
Waste barren area (acres),
POllllible normal production,

1807.

400

esro

4
$40

400
$350

150
25
25

200

5
15

130
50

$18,000

Edgartown.

Although Edgartown possesses 200 acres of clam flats, it is not in a
true sense a clam-producing town. The reason for this small production
is due to the nature of the flats, which are mostly under water at low
tide, making clamming difficult. Naturally Edgartown devotes its
energies to the more profitable quahaug and scallop fisheries.

The clam flats of the town are situated along the shores of Cape
Poge Pond and in the lower part of Katama Bay, where many acres
of flats are continually submerg-ed. The shore flats are of small area,
owing to the light rise and fall of the tide, less than 3 feet at this part
of the coast.

(1) Cape Poge Pond. - Scattering clams are found all along the
shore flats, except for a %,-mile strip on the west side. The soil is of a
coarse sand or gravel.

(2) Katama Bay. - The best clam flats of the town are situated in
Katama Bay, and extend over a considerable territory. These flats,
consisting of a coarse, sandy soil, lie continually submerged. Here the
clams are dug by means of a "sea horse." This" anUrial" is nothing
more than an elongated clam hoe with a belt attachment, whereby the
t'lammer can " ('hum" out the clams at a depth of 2 to 3 feet.
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The clam industry of Edgartown has fallen off considerably since
18i9. However, the clammers say that it has improved during the last
fifteen years. The following comparison is made between the pro
duction of 1879 and 1907:-

COMPARISON 01' 1907 WITH 1879.

1ll19, •

1907, •

YEAR.
Productlon Production ToW

for Food for BAit Production
(BuBheb). (Bumela). (Buahela).

:I
1.000 3,000 ',000

6\!~ 675 1,200

VrJue of
Production.

'1,670

1,000

The general shellfish regulations which govern the other shellfisheries
of the town apply to the clam fishery; but the industry has never been
considered important enough to need special legislation, and but slight
attention has been given to it.

SUMMARY OJ' INDUSTRY.

Nll/lIber of men,
Capital invested,
Produetion, 1907:-

Bushels,
Value, .

Total area (acres):
Sand, .
Mud, .
Gravel,
Muesels and eel grass,
Total, •

Productive area (acres):
Good clamming, .
Scattering clams,

Barren area possibly productive (acres), .
Waste barren area (aeres),
Possible normal production,

7
$50

1,200
$1,000

150

50

200

20
100

50
30

$33,000

In the opinion of many, doubtless, this report may appear unduly
lengthy, and to include many seemingly trivial facts and unnecessary
repetitions. To the trained observer, however, it seems of the greatest
imJlOrlance in dealing with such a practical and important problem
to place on record all facts and opinions which may become of value,
and to emphasize by freqnent repetitions certain fundamental facts.

Respectfully submitted,
D. L. BELDING.



234 THE MOLLUSK FISHERIES

The preceding report is intended to be a reliable statement
of facts, and suggestions for consideration. On such a basis of
facts the future policy of developing the shellfisheries must be
based. It is the purpose of the Commissioners on Fisheries and
Game to hold a series of public hearings in the different sections
of the State for the purpose of giving personal expositions of
the shellfish conditions and possibilities, and of giving a better
opportunity for exchanging, discussing and weighing opinions.
Meantime, in considering the conditions of the shellfisheries of
Massachusetts, and the laws necessary to improve these condi
tions, the following points are of importance.

The present shellfish laws are based upon the principle of
" public" fisheries, and were made at times and at places where
there was such a superabundance that the natural increase was
sufficient to meet the market demands. Artificial cultivation was
unnecessary. The fundamental laws were made in the colonial
days. Since then the demand for shellfish as food has enor
mously increased, and for .many years the annual natural in
crease has been entirely inadequate to meet these demands. We
have outgrown the conditions which the original conception of
that law covered. Under parallel conditions it has been found
necessary to sell or lease the public lands, in order that the yield
of food may be increased by cultivation under the immediate
direction and responsibility of individual citizens, and under
protection of State and national laws. When it was learned that
the yield of a cultivated oyster bed far exceeded the natural
product both in quantity and quality, the oyster laws were so
modified that an important industry was built up, until to-day
practically the entire oyster yield of Massachusetts, Rhode
Island and Connecticut is from cultivated beds, and the total
product is many times the total catch from the natural beds in
their palmiest days. To-day not only is it necessary to so modify
the oyster laws as to increase the opportunities for better utiliz
ing our bays and estuaries for oyster 'growing on a more extensive
scale than is done at present, but also for developing similar
methods of growing clams and quahaugs, and perhaps also
scallops. The tidal flats must, as well as the deeper waters, be
made to produce food and money by securing a larger yield per
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acre, and by the utilization of thousands of acres which are now
practically idle, but which either are nc;>w adapted for growing
shellfish or can readily be made so.

Our present shellfish laws are a heterogeneous, conflictiJlg
patchwork, devised to meet temporary and local conditions,
utterly inadequate to-day to permit the fishermen to secure a
just return for their labor, and completely sacrificing the public
interests. In many cases the responsible tax-paying citizen
cannot find a place to dig a family supply of clams or quahaugs,
neither can the industrious native lisherman get a fair day's pay
for his labor.

An entirely new code of shellfish laws is necessary, baaed upon
the general principles (1) that in selling the shores the State
reserved the right of fishing as "far as the tide doth ebb and
How," and (2) that the State may now lease these fishing rights
under such conditions and restrictions as to secure to every
citizen so desiring and so deserving an opportunity to cultivate
such a definite area as may meet his needs and powers. Experi
ence has proved conclusively that it is a correct economic prin
ciple for the State to give a secure title to certain carefully
defined lands to a capable man, and to say: " This land is yours.
You may raise potatoes, corn, hay or anything you choose.
Every plant, fruit or tree growing on this property is yours.
You have become responsible for its right and proper use. You
hare full and complete rights in this property, and can develop
it by investing your labor and your money according to your own
judgment, and the State will protect you in these rights as long
as you do not interfere with the rights of other persons."
Equally 80 it is an indubitable economic fact that the landowner
finds it more profitable to plant or transplant corn, potatoes~

grass, strawberries, etc., rather than to depend upon the natural
methods and yield. Similarly, it is equally logical for the State
to give to the fisherman equal opportunities with the farmer.
The State should guarantee the tenure of the fisherman in his
definitely bounded shellfish garden, and should protect his in
terests and the property on that garden as securely as if it were
potatoes or corn, and should, so far as possible, guard him from
local jealousy or the effects of petty politics so long as he COD-
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tinues wisely to improve his grant in conformity to the spirit
and letter of laws which are found by experience to give the
greatest good to the greatest number.

. Further, the State should protect the fishermen and the con
sumers of shellfish by defining the areas which from a sanitary
point of view are (1) totally unsuitable for shellfish cultivation;
(2) those where shellfish may be grown but not eaten; and,
finally, (3) definite areas from which alone shellfish may be sold
for food. Provide suitable penalties for sale of shellfish which
have not been kept for the required time (at least thirty days) in
sanitary surroundings before going to market. The entire
question of pollution of streams and estuaries must be carefully
considered in view of the public rights and of the commercial
interests of the fishermen. Further, the laws must be so care
fully drawn that the respective rights and interests of individual
fishermen, shore owners, summer cottagers and the transient
public at the seashore are completely safeguarded against the
dangers of predatory wealth monopolizing the opportunities for
cultivating shellfish in the waters and the tidal flats.

The situation is extremely complicated on account of the
diverse conditions and the numerOU$ conflicting interests, oyster
men, quahaugers, clammers and scallopers, native and alien
fishermen, owners of shore property, town and State rights,
local interests and petty politics, and careful judicial considera
tion is necessary not alone as to the substance of the necessary
laws, but upon the methods of administering these laws.

Respectfully submitted,

G. W. FIELD.
J. W. DELANO.
G. H. GARFIEIJD.
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The above charaeterl, as used on the following maps, indi
cate the position and relative quantities of the various shellfl.sh
in their respective localities. No attempt is made to give the
relative abundance of scallops and oysters, while the present
productive value of the dUlerent clam and quahaug areas is in
dicated by di1!erent standards of mUlldng.
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The Box Scallop Dredge. - This drcdj.(e consist. of II rpctltngnlar framework, 27 hy 12 Inches, with an oVII)·Sh8jwd Iron hllr exlt,,"ttll/C hllck.
warei 11K H riUPJ!OTt fur tile rH'ttin~ Im~. which is aUltc'hed to the r("('.tJtnKulur frame. To the sidcK of thid trume Is joined II heu,,)" Iron chuln "bout '"
ft",t long, to which the Ilmg rope 18 11I81e0611. Thl" style 01 dredge Is n!!Cd ooly at Chlltillun and the nelghhorlng lowns of Cape Cod.
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SC&l1op Dredce,-" The Scnper." - TltlM hl1l'lCll1l'Ol htl8 Ihe r"rm or II Irlllllgu",r lroo frnme" Ilr~, wllh II eune Ilr u"lIrlr I." til Iht> hll~e. 10

toml lhe IKI'\ I or Ibe ,lrudI(IJ. On ""' uI'l't'r ~I.l" Il mlec,1 ~rll8B tOll' ounUt'cl. Ow 111'0 armB, \\ hll" "I till' IIorton> II 'Irlll or lrvn ,! IIlChc8 Wlelll "xl~ud"

uerOB8 Ih,' drt..l~e, Thl8 u,,"row o.Irll' IIcL. 11811 Balll'lo/; hlllde, tlllll18 81'1 III II1111n1{1.. 80 118 to IlIg 1010 the 8011. ThL' 1011 of Ibe lll't U\ f1l8wlJe,1 to tI",
CI'O'" IO/Ir flud IllL'lower I'llr! 10 Ihe hltU]l'. Thl: U8111l1 tllt""nBIIIII' nf U,U <In..l!:,,, ure: UI1'''', 2'<, ",<'I; DI'l'"r ,,'"lll! hllr, 2 !t'(,t: hl'''lt', 2\, f",'I, '1'1... 111'1
Hlrh.s hi .Iw, "8I1Ull) runull,g fruuI 2 III 3 rL-e1 I" Il'uKl11 oud h"ltllnll' hl'twl..,n I t11HI 2 h"'hel", "dLllllllolIl '\I'Ig1l18 "1111 1... ,'Ul UU till' "ro" 1m,
wh~1) tlw ,rl,f'itlTuper tlf1'~lrc~ the l1rl'ihw to ~l sc-rup.." .. ,It'(·p(·r. A l\umll'n hllr lot tel't lunK huuy~ lhl~ n('1. TI.~ ",'ntp<'f lIRPfl III ~un'tlt'kf1't tm" tllIl.l·utir,'
1H,'t,. Hlltfl,,~ lit \\\llh'. \\IU'!""t"'"In o;lwr I'Htnl\ltt~R UI£' IQ,,"t.1r lll&l1 f'OIl81~l"" n[ Inttlr\\t.\'fOU Irtltl riIlJt~.
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The Oy.ter Drec1Ce. - 'rille ,. tIll' In'" ot Oyowr tJr<'dK" u~"d Ull th" l/lrg(' gullOleul' lloole. The phologr/ll'll \\ "0 Ink.m VII h'MJ'd th.. O~.ler hout
t Mr..Jllm". lIlolJlllmn 01 W\<relU\lIl. Till' d rl'l1/t,· tOIl.I~I .. 01 :. nel ot "'o.etl Iron rlngll nl ....clu~d l() uo Iron trllmcworl<. .·rOlll eneh corner (It 11K,
r/l'UCllorl. ..\dA ..'h-nd, "lloverKIIl!' /It ,1 "vlot 80IIIC reet /1\\ /1)-, "here the drng rope I. "'Inrbed. Tb.. hilldc, 1'('8UOK ItI)rILOntull)· Ob Ih" .lIrl/l'.•.• ,.

"n"l'd \\ltlo InJ'l{" 1""11t whlt'll rn~e tho 0)·81('", Inlv the hug, When till! bllg, "bleb hold. tr",.. Slu 10 Luohel8, I~ tull. the drcd"" I" n\I ..'l1I,>, /I 1(1l"0.
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The Balke' Quah&UC :&&ke. -TW8 8tyle of ba8ket rake 18 used at Edgartowu and Nantucket. Tbe whole rake 18 made of Iron, no netting
being required, a8 thin Iron wlre8 \~ of an Inch apart encircle lengthwise the entire ba8ket, preventlng the escape of any marketable quahaug8, wblle
at the Mme time allowing mud and 8and to wa8h out. Tbl8 rake h/18 16 8wel teeth, H~ Inche8 long, lItted at Interval. of Ilnc,b on the scraping bar.
The depth of the ba8ket 18 ahout ~ Inche8. ~hort pole. not exc"edlng 30 feet In length are used, a8 the raking I. carried on In water wblcb dOOll not
exceed :!o'i feet In depth. Unly the Iron frumework of tile rake 10 8hown.
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The Claw Quaha\lC bite. -Thls rnl,;u vnrles lfl'Cntly In ~11.e nnd length. Its usc \s chien)" conllned 10 ~llotockel. Tbe !!'lou...., style baa ..

hnotlh'lI t"t' \C'Ong, wblle tlllliroo IlArt,lo ti,e form of Ii c1",.. or Ulloo, wlllt proogs 1 Inclt &l'"rt. la JO In('bea "ide. A be~"'jer rake, as ~"' SbOWll,
Ie sOn/HImes u-cd III the il~per wnlur.
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n Rowley Reef Clam Set.-Th.lllllOlogrlll,h .hOW8lhll8urfllell or Rowles Recf, onc of the lIAta of ('10m hland Sound. In the lommer ot 111116 a

hellvy 8et or ChIOI. WIiS foood 00 tld. lilli, III erugtuK 1,0041 to th~ 8111111rc fllOl IIr lurface. Thu_e ""I'ldly d1mlnl.bed, lIuot one yenr Ilkr, Aug. l!7,11Mlj.
when Ihl81'bOtognlpb \1118 (lIkeu, the Clal1l8 uUlllherOO 1I1)()lIt~00 to U.oc 81lUlu'e to<.t. ThIs II""" tuml.bcll lUI MceUeot IIIU8trll\.lOO ot the great deltruc,
Uoo of outun,l Chilli Bet. Only 6 vcr ccnt. ot till"" c\lIm~ rCllo'het' mnturlty, lind till! r\luwnlog llIIl'cr c('ol., dcltl'Oycd II)' liatllMllllgeneicl. could bave
IIOOU 8M'cd If proper men.ure8 hntll:H!cn Luken. Al lellsi lOll lIeres or thc IIlirNn IWta or Howle)' "ould IIIIVC I:H!l'n "lantl'd wilh tho "11'('<1" from thl
111\1, and nfter tll'O YN<... the "rOIl won I,. hllv" 1X'1'l> wonll ...10,4100. The pre...nt aheUll.h I.. wlot Ill., COlnlll....weI\lth are 111001' to hllimo for thll wa..\l'.
'rhe dum hoc ahlll' 0 In tlll' fOrl'~(\lInd II ti,e In,lCIII t1IKKcr or "hoo"('r" of the North ShOl'll .'h"nnwr.
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(":J A Clam 8baD'J'. - The 8hanty of Samuel Kl1hourn,llD clqterlcD<'.ed Ip8wlch dammer. The largc heap of 8hells 18 the 1'C8ultof 81x weekR of 8teady

IlIgglng. ~lInJ('roll. 8lulDtic8 of thl8 sort lire uIWd for" .hud,lng Ollt" datln8 whell marketed hy the gallon. This photogl'llph lliso show8 the cillm strter
whkh Wll8 1I.('d III ohtalnlnj( the .mull .. seed" clalll8 from Rowilly Reef for the eXl'erImental1Jed8.
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TaldDc up One of She Clam Garelena of She MaI.chuae". DeparSmenS of Flahert.. anel Gam.. - Tbe bed WRd planted Nov. III, 19011,
In Es.ex Rlver,on II sand tlut loclllly known liS "Newfoundland." When tbe \Jed WIIS planu.>d the flat ","sconsldered ImlTen, liS It pro,luced pn,ctlr.ally
no c]nms. Th"l'hotoJ{rnl'h wno ohtlllDl.d SO\·. I~, 111m, wben tbe bed \Vus Inken nl', lind show. the clamme.... lit work. ~otc the beRI'S tit Illllrketllhie
clums wbkb were tllkeu from tbe LK'u.
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Yield In Two Yean 01 the Garden IhownlJ1 the Precedlns: Photograph.- ~Ol~ Iblllllllonnl "t c11l1ll81'!<IUl<'d, ,·0011'" ....·11 II IIh th~ 1II1Ir~... lIhll'
0'1"",,1"1.1''' IIUt. 'rlll' ",,,. <If tI", lIl~J lVII' ~llW ot "n 1\I"r", 1'h(' ,'hllll- hlld \uI'r""",,,\ hi .f.....u (hill ~ '(Ullrt. w,'re oh",ln"d tur "Iel'~ 'luurt )IlhUll'd.
1'111. ~bo\\. what could Ilc dOllll \\llh mUll)· h"m", nllt. It indl"ldulIl. 11,,01 Ihe l,rl\lI~g" lit culllvlIUul!' Cllllil tlIrm-.
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Oather1Dc .. 8eed" Oynera III the Weweantlt Blver, Wareham, May I, 1108. -The natural bed8 ot the town ot Warebam bad bL'en closed
tor 8even )·e"l"8, lind on thl8 dllte were opened tor the period ot one week tor the Inhablttlnts ot the town to gather .. seed" 0Y8Ier8. The photograph
was taken on the opening day, and ShOW8 the 0)·8termen lit work tonging the" seed" oysters. In the toreground Is" 10llded 8kllf, nmdy to have Its
~ontenl" "stlmatL'<IlJy the In""ector, who dedllres tbe nUlllher ot bU8hels. Tbe tougers Pll)· the town 10 cen'-8 per bushel tor the privilege ot gathering
tbe O)·8tera, und sell them tor 86 centa per bU8hei to the vluntel"8, thus rellllzing u profit ot 2.'l centa.
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To the HonortJble Senate and House 01 Representatives.

We herewith transmit a special report upon the scallop fishery
of :Massachusetts, as directed by chapter 74, Resolves of 1906.
The complementary portion relating to the lobster fishery is
embodied in a separate report.

Respectfully submitted,

GEORGE W. FIELD.
JOHN W. DELANO.
GEORGE H. GARFIELD.





A REPORT UPON THE SCALLOP FISHERY OF

MASSACHUSETTS.

The bays, estuaries and tidal flats of New England are prac
tically undevelo]X'd as S011l'ces of food. The demands and con
ditions of an increased population, far surpassing the dreams
of the framers of the colonial laws, have in a very great degree
destroyed the delicately adjusted balance of animal life in these
waters, and left us only a comparatively barren waste, governed
hy laws far out of tune with the changed conditions. The waters
are capable of producing for man as much" sea food" as for
merly, possibly more, but certainly an enormous increase over
present supply if the laws could be so amended as to pennit the
cultivation of the bays and shores to the full capacity, after the
scipntific agricultural methods already adopted for increasing
the yield of the land.

It is a well-established law of economics that increased popu
lation increases the demand for food, with consequent higher
prices. These higher prices tend to spread to well nigh every
branch of living expenses. The fundamental method of check
ing this undue increase is to increase the supply. We have
learned to do this in the case of corn, potatoes, ~heat and other
agricultural staples, and (apart from uneconomic and often
harmful manipulation of prices hy ~peculators) the increased
demand brings forth nn increased supply. With the supply of
game, lobsters, fish, clams, scallops, etc., however, we apply the
absurd practice of limiting the demand by restrictive legisla
tion, e.g., close season, size limit, limits upon time of catching
or upon quantities to be taken each day, etc., rather than seeking
to augment the supply. If the demand for corn or potatoes
tends to higher prices, the logi('al remedy is the production of
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more corn and potatoes. We do not call vociferously for a close
season on corn or potatO£'s, or for any other law which tends to
restrict the demand. Mea~ures are taken as quickly as possible
to augment the supply.

The necessary increased development of our shellfish supply
is notoriously prevented by antiquated and inadequate laws.
Agriculture cannot flourish where the community must depend
either upon natural yields (" volunteer" crops), 01' upon fields
tilled in common by persons whose chief aim is to selfishly
appropriate the results ,. before the other fellow" can.

The capital required for cultivation of the water, aquiculture,
is far less than that required for successful cultivation of the
land, while the returns per acre are far greater, both in money
and in food value of the product. Onr shores, therefore, offer
remarkable opportunities for the development of shellfish gar
dens. Here employment could be furnished for many thousands
of unskilled laborers, in a healthy and remunerative occupation.

To secure such desirable results the public mind must be
disabused of the false idea, almost universally and tenaciously
held. that the "public rights" of getting shellfish wherever
they may be found is a valuable and inalienable right. It is
equally illogical to apply the same reasoning to fore!:!t and fruit
trees, to strawberries, raspberries and cranberries, making these
the property of the pt>rson who discovers and markets them,
while at the same time making laws which prevent increasing
the natural yield through cultivation by indh'idual owners or
lessees. The intelligent public caDDot fail, however, to see,
upon careful and thoughtful consideration, that what has been
represented to be a boasted blessing is now in fact a veritable
incubus, impeding further progress, and to this are to be traced
many of the unfavorable conditions· which check the development
of our fishing industriel'1 and the prosperity of our shore dwellers.

An abundance of·" sea food" is a strong attraction to our
summer visitors. But the supply must be certain, regular. defi
nite, readily accessible for quick consumption; available in
sufficient quantities to meet special seasons of lar~l:v increased
demand; and produced under unquestionable sanitary conditions.

Further l the supply of bait for our shore fisheries is an ex
ceedingly important item. and should furnish directl:v large
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opportunities for emplo,yment, in addition to increasing the
quantity of sea fish landed upon our shores.

For these reasons it has seemed wise to the Legislature to
devote BOrne attention to the questions involved in the very
obvious decline in the shellfish production along our coasts,
since this decline affects not alone the shore communities, but,
to some degree, every citizen of the State. The problem must
be viewed in its broad aspect. The source and the supply of
sea food is not solely and exclusively the peculiar asset of the
seashore town, to be kept forever closed to development. It
should be truly public, in the sense which our forefathers in
tended, i.e., " free to every citizen of the Commonwealth," free,
not for plunder and destruction, but for intelligent development
for the increased production of food and wealth.

Inasmuch as the scallop (Pecten irradians) and the lobster
(IIamarus vulgaris), though formerly exceedingly numerous
and cheap, have now become merely a delicacy, practically be
yond the reach of the average citizen, it -seemed desirable to in
vestigate for the purpose of suggesting some feasible methods for
increasing the market supply, before the source is commercially
exhausted.

To say that the fault lies in the increased use of these foods
is but idly begging the question. The fault rather lies in the
failure to assist Nature, which is ever ready to respond to
intelligent and well-directed efforts to increase her bounty.

The report covers in very considerable detail the facts con
nected with the scallop industry. The notable peculiar fact in
the life history, the weak link in the chain of supply, and, there
fore, of greatest importance, is that the abundance and even the
continuance of the scallop depend chiefly upon the generation
immediately preceding. Thus, successful fishing depends upon
the number of eggs laid by the previous generation of scallops.
The number of eggs laid depends upon how many adults lived
through the vicissitudes of the previous winter, after escaping
the dredges of the scal1opers. As a general rule, the scallop
lays but a single litter of eggs, inconceivably v~st in numbers,
but yet only a single litter. It seems surprising that nature
should, so to speak, rest all on a single throw. So narrow, indeed,
is the margin of safety that the excessive destruction of scallops
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less than one year old, i.e., " seed scall?ps." may result in com
plete annihilation of the future supply, - a condition which
has occurred in some localities.

The present report is largely the work of the biologist to the
commission, D. L. Belding. A.B., and has been carried on upon
a broad outline laid out by the chairman, under whose general
supervision the work has progressed, in accordance with the
provisions of the following resolve:-

ACTS OF 1906. CHAPTER 74.

RESOI,VE TO PROVIDE FOR AN INVESTIGATION AND REPORT BY THE CO:M:
lIUSSIONERS ON FI8HERIES AND GAME AS TO SCALLOPS AND LoBSTERS.

Resolved. That the commissioners on fisheries and game be authorized
aud directed to investigate and report upon the life history, feeding and
breeding habits of scallops and lobsters, and to make any investigations
which may assist in devising methods of commercial propagation of
these animals, or of inereasing the market supply. The said commis
sioners are authorized to establish and adequately protect structures
and areas of land or water wherein such animals may be kept under
observation, and to protect animals or material contained therein, and
to erect or lease such areas of land or water, buildings, boats or other
structnres, as in their opinion may be necessary for the proper pursuit
of the above objects. Said commissioners may expend for the purposes
of this resolve a sum not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars a year for
a period of three years.

CHAPTER I. - INTRODUCTION.

Dr. GEORGE W. FIELD, Chairman, Massachusetts Commissum on Fish
eries and Game, State House, Boston, Mass.

SIR: - I herewith submit the following report upon the life history
aDd habits of the scallop (Pecten irradians). All investigations herein
were made in accordance with the provisions of chapter 74, Resolves
of 1906. The work was conducted by D. L. Belding, assisted by W. G.
Vinal in 1907, 1908 and 1909, and by W. H. Gates and C. L. Savery
in 1906. •

Respeetfully submitted,
DAVID L. BELDING, Biologist.

The following report embodies the results of the experiment.s and
investigations conducted on the Mas.'!l8chusetts coast during the years
1905 to 1909. The facts dis('ussed in this paper are intended for the
inspection 0 f three class&! of readers: the fisherman, the consumer, and
the scientifiC' student, each IIccustomed to the daily use of terms with
which neither of the othel'8is familiar. This ('ircllmstance, added to the
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fact that the subject-matter of the report is largely technical in char
acter, renders it doubly hard to present the material in clear and com
prehensive form. As the investigations were primarily designed for
the benefit of the fisherman, the terms as far as possible will be those
used by the practical seacoast inhabitants, while the report is arranged
so that sections which are purely scientific may be omitted without
impairing the value of the whole paper. 'Vhenever a scientific or collo
quial name is used in the text the common name is either given with it
or a more complete definition is appended in the glossary.

The circumstances which led to the legislative act authorizing the
investigation were briefly as follows: In the years previous to 1905 the
scallop industry, while still an important source of winter revenue for
the southern coast towns of Massachusetts, manifested signs of serious
decline. especially in the Buzzard's Bay region. A natural resource of
sufficient importance to bring into the Commonwealth a yearly revenue
of nearly $150,000 could not he neglected, and the result was that the
Legislature directed the Department of Fisheries and Game to study
methods of improving the scallop fishery. The laws which were at that
time in fort'e were based on very defective knowledge of the life history
and habits of the scallop, and it early became apparent that a knowledge
of these important points was essential for proper legislation for the
cons('rvation of the industry. It'is earnestly hoped that an immediate
result of this investigation will be the passage of suitable legislation for
the preservation of the sCallop fishery.

Object. - The aim of this report is to publish all known facts about
the life and habits of the scallop, and to show their proper bearing
upon the present fishery. At the beginning of the investigation certain
important questions of a practical nature presented themselves..

(1) Is the scallop supply of Massachusetts in danger of extermina
tion Y If so, how can this be avoided'

(2) Is the present protective legislation based on accurate knowledge
of the life and habits of the seallop'

(3) Can ,the scallop be propagated artificially'
(4) How can the present industry be increased'
In order to obtain satisfactory answers to these questions it was

found necessary to obtain information upon: 
(1) The distiibl1tion and range of the scallop.
(2) The anatomy and ,its relation to the habits of the animal.
(3) The spl\wningo, reproduction, ('arly life history and propagation.
(4) The habits of the young and of the adult.
(5) The rate of growth and length of life.
(6) The scallop fishery, - its present extent and possibilities.
Presetltatiofl. - Information on the above points, as completely as

pOllllible, is presented in the following pages, each topic in the form
of " t'hapter; and the practical bearing on the four questions is con
sidered whenever feasible under each subject, and is summarized in the
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general conclusion at the end of chapter VI. It is realized that there
are various facts which still require further study, and that it will take
years of inveStigation to complete the history of the animal. The
anatomieal description in chapter II. is by no means complete. The
object is merely to give the reader a general idea of the structure of the
animal, and to make clear the more intricate development of tbe various
organs as they appear in chapter III. No claim is made for marked
originality or for detailed work in the chapter on anatomy; the general
scheme given by Drew (1) is closely followed, and only a simplified
description is given. Likewise, the embryology of all the lamellibranch
mollusks have such a close similarity, not alone in the general course
of development, but even extending in some cases to very minute details,
that the description of any species might be applied equally well during
its early stages to any other closely related species. Thus, although our
work upon Pecten i"adialls was begun four years ago, and carried on
entirely independently, and is, we believe, the only work upon this
species which even professes to approximate completeness, its general
features closely parallel the admirable work of Drew (1) upon Pecten
tenuicostatus (the deep-sea scallop). Many of our results, therefore,
are entirely new for Pecten irradians, and. since they confirm the earlier
published observations on this and other species by Drew (1), Jackson
(4) and others, to whom due credit is given, are of use not alone as
confirmatory evidence; but since they contribute new observations and
original applications of these facts to the practical solution of how best
to develop and maintain our scallop fishery we trust that they are not
without value. The life history is given in narrative form and is not
explained in detail, as could be done by sectioning the developing eggs
and embryos. As it is the purpose of this paper to present not only new
material but also a rather complete account of the life and habits of the
scallop, it has been frequently necessary to reprint or refer to previous
works on the subject. In most cases these observations have been
verified by our experiments, and are printed with the consent of the
authors.

Courtesies. - At the start of the investigation in 1906 there was found
a general lack of knowledge among the fishermen upon such important
points as the spawning season, rate of growth and length of life of the
scallops (Pecten irradians). Indeed, little literature on. the subject was
available, Kellogg (5), Jackson (4), Ingersoll.(8) and Risser (2) com
prising all publications on Pecten irradians. Of these, Risser alone
dealt with the spawning, growth and length of life in his report upon
the life history and habits of the scallops in Narragansett Bay, Jackson
with the young scallop, and Kellogg and Ingersoll with the industries.
While the paper by Risser was of great assistanee at the start of the
work, the diverse natural conditions in Massachusetts waters often ren
dered our results at variance. and unfortunately made this eXl'elIent
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report only valuable for comparative purpOlleS. In addition to these
publications the following papers proved of special value in the work:
Drew (1) was of great assistance in studying the embryology and in
preparing the chapter on anatomy; Jackson (4) furnished considerable
help and useful methods in tracing the post-embryonic development;
and Kellogg (6) was found a most comprehensive and valuable paper
for general reference work.

The writer is deeply indebted to Dr. George W. Field for his general
supervision and helpful advice in the investigations and in the prepara
tion of the report; to Prof. James L. Kellogg of Williams College, and
Prof. Gilman A. Drew of Maine University for their kindly criticism;
lind to the scallop fishermen of Massachusetts for their friendly assist
ance. More especially is acknowledgment due to the assistants in the
investigation. In the summer of 1906 W. H. Gates and C. L. Savery
ably assisted in the post-embryological investigations and general growth
experiments. During the summers of 1907, 1908 and 1909 W. G. Vinal,
together with D. L. Belding, brought the embryological and post-ilmbryo
logical work to a completion. The work of all three assistants, particu
larly tbe continued investigations by W. G. Vinal, is worthy of special
commendation.

Metlaoils of Investigation. - The greater part of the work on the scal
lop was conducted at Monomoy Point in the town of Chatham. Near
the end of this point an enclosed body of water, some 6 acres in area,
eonnected with the ocean by a shifting channel through which the tide
passed every twelve hours, was acquired by the State for experimental
purposes. This body of water, called the Powder Hole, is a natural
breeding ground for shellfish, and proved an excellent place to stndy their
life history and habits. A few scallops were found in the Powder Hole
at the beginning of the investigations; more adults were brought there
for breeding purposes and the basin was transformed into a natural
aquarium. In this way it WRB possible to keep close observation on
IJ8veral successive generations of scallops ill regard to their growth and
length of ~e under completely natural conditions. A small laboratory
was erected on the shore, and a raft 20 feet long by 10 feet wide was
securely moored in the deepest part of the cove. The raft proved an
invaluable aid in catching and rearing the young, !:'ome of the most
important experiments being conducted on it.

While Monomoy was the central station for the scallop work, observa
tions were made in other parts of the State under as diverse conditions
as possible. Records of the spawning, growth, migration and habits
were kept at Edgartown, Nantucket, Chatham, North Falmouth, Marion
and Monument Beach. In this manner the entire scalloping territory of
the Commonwealth was under surveillance. Under chapter VII. the
specific methods of work will be given in greater detail.

The Scallop Family. - The scallop belongs to the class of mollusks
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called the Lamellibranchia, or, to use an older nomenclature, the Pelecy
poda. The family of the PecttnidtE includes a great many species,
totalling about forty, of which the most important commercially is the
shallow-water valiety, Pecten irradians. Of the four species found on
the Atlantic coast only two are of commercial importance in New Eng
land, Pecten irradians and Pecten te"uicostatIUl, the giant or deep-sea
8callop of Maine. These are rivals in the Roston market, but the smaller
scallop is usually prefen-ed by reason of its more delicah~ flavor. Sev
eral different species of the Pectenid<e are used as food in .other coun
tries. Fossil Pectens have been found as far back as the Carboniferous
age.

I".ames. - Pecten irraclians is more commonly given as the scientific
name for the shallow-water scallop of the Massachusetts coast, but the
late.r and more exact title of Pecten gibbus, val'. borealis Say., is now
used. In New England the animal is ordinarily called by the name
"scallop," sometimes written ,. escallop." This word, according to
Ingersoll (8), is derived from either the French" escallope" or the
Dutch "schelp," meaning a shell. In Italy the scallop is called "cape
saute," in Holland "mantels," in England "fan shells," "frills,"
" queens," and" squims."

Distribution. - Pecten irradians has a wide geographical range, ex
tending from Massachusetts Bay to the Gulf of Mexico, where it has
1Jeen reported in the vicinity of the Chandeleur Islands in Louisiana by
Professor Kellogg (7). It is occasionally found along the Atlantic
seacoast wherever the coast is sufficiently broken to afford sheltered
bays and inlets. In 1880 Ingersoll (8) reports its preselJce in Nortb
Carolina, where it was used for local trade at Moorehead City. The
scallop inhabits quiet waters, where it is protected from heavy winds
and storms, which would wash it high on the sandy beaches. Long
Island Sound is very producth'e of scallops, and many thousands of
gallons are shipped from its waters in a successful season.

In Massachusetts this species occurs commercially only in the waters
south of Boston (Fig. 78). It is usually found in abundance along
the southern 8hore of Cape Cod, in Buzzard's Bay and about the islands
of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard. According t{) a map in the
Boston Museum of Natural History a small bed formerly existed in
the waters off Nahant. Shells are often picked up on the North Shore
beaches, but at present no live scallops are found in this State north of
Boston. It is reported that a few are to be found in some of the warm
bays of the Maine coast. Thus the scallop fishery in Massachusetts is
only a partial industry, as it concerns only the Vineyard Sound and
Buzzard's Bay shore.

The bathymetrical range of the scallop is extensive, as many thousand
acres of eel-graM flats, extending even to a depth of 60 feet of water,
are covered at times with this bivalve. Usually the scallop is found in
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water from 5 to 30 feet deep. Scallops are often abundant on the high
fiats where there remains but a foot or two of water at low tide, as on
the Common Flats at Chatham. These exposed places with the thick eel
grass 88em to receive the heaviest sets, but the young often perish in
the cold winters. Scallops can arbitrarily be separated into two classes:
(1) the channel or deep-water scallops, found in water 15 to 60 feet
deep, and (2) the shallow-water or eel-grass variety, from low-water
mark to 15 feet.

While the extent of the scalloping area is large, owing to the wide
range of the animal, only portions are ever productive at anyone time.
A set may be in one place this year and the next year's spawn may
" catch" in a different locality. Thus, while all the ground is suitable
for scallops, only a small part is in produc.'tive operation each year.
The natural barrier to the distribution of the scallop is the exposed
nature of the coast, as this mollusk cannot live in rough waters.

CHAPTER II.-ANATOMY.

The loss of the anterior adductor muscle in Pecten, as shown by
Drew (1) and Jackson (4), has been accompanied by a shifting of the
soft parts, so that the antera-posterior u:is, instead of running parallel
to the hinge line, forms with it an angle of at least 60°. While this
fact is recognized. for simplicity the relation of the hard and soft parts
in the following description is considered 8S in a typical lamellibranch.
The animal is oriented: (1) dorsa-ventral axis or height, from the
hinge to the opposite edge of the shell; (2) antera-posterior axis or
width, the distance across the shell; (3) lateral axis or thickneB8, the
distance between the two valves (~'ig. 65).

The Shell. - The scallop shell consists of two lateral valves joined
together on the dorsal edge, the hinge line (HH), by means of a thin
ligament. The two valves, which open on the ventral or lower edge,
are nearly round and of equal curvature. The right or lower vah'e, on
which the animal rests, is of a lighter and cleaner color and differs from
the upper in having a byssal notch (B) or foot groove. In the scallop
less than 8 year old this notch is lined with several projecting teeth,
which are absent in the old animal. If the shell of an adult is broken
along the notch a row of thirty-five or more of these teeth can be seen
extending back to the umbo. The adult scallop is somewhat wider than
high, the average dimensions being: height, 2% inches; width. 2%
inches; thickness, Hio inches.

On the outer surface of the shell are prominent ridges and -furrows
(R, F) which radiate from the beak to the free margin, giving the
animal a beautiful fan-like appearance. The number of ridges does not
vary in the individual scallop, the adult having the same number as
the very young animal. In different scallops the number of ridges



14 THE SCALLOP FISHERY

varies from 14 to 19, the average being 16. Crossing the radiating ribs
are concentric growth lines, which almost show the daily accretion of the
shell. Age and wear cause these to be less conspicuous toward the beak
and on the lower valve. During the winter months growth ceases and
when again resumed in the spring, a heavy line has formed by the
thickening of the edge of the shell, comparable to the annual ring of a
tree. This is the so-called growth line, which defines a "seed" or
immature scallop. Such marks may not always represent the end of
the season's growth, but may indicate that unfavorable conditions for a
certain length of time checked the building processes of the animal.
When scallops were transplanted from Inward Point to Monomoy
Point,. being confined several days, the change caused a mark similar
to the annual growth line.

In old age these growth lines may pile up and form.a very slight
re-entrant in the shell, due to retrogressive development. The re-entrant
is not so conspicuous in Pecten as in other lamellibranchs which have
a thicker shell. If the edge of one valve is broken, the opposite valve
grows down abnormally to protect the soft parts. Both valves are
needed in place to get a normal growth in the same manner as rodents
require both sets of incisors to wear on each other.

Besides these markings the outer surface of the shell may be engraved
by various enemies. The oyster drill often punctures a small hole in the
shell and through it sucks out the soft parts. The boring sponge does
not attack the scallop as frequently as it does the oyster and other
mollusks which lead a sedentary life, but occasionally parts of the shell
are dissolved by the !'ecretions of the sponge. In the older scallop of
fifteen months the upper valve is usually covered with various forms of
life, snch as Serpula (worm tubes), barnacles, young oysters, Anomia
(silver shells), Crepidula (quarter deckers), ACIIlllla and such sea weeds
as Enteromorpha, DIva and Champi parvia. Many old scallops are
doubtless killed by the accumulation of foreign growth, which at times
fastens the valves together.

The inner surface of the shell is very smooth and somewhat vitreous,
due to the nacreous or pearly material secreted by the mantle. The
ridges and furrows exist but are not conspicuous. The sear, which
marks the attachment of the adductor muscle, can be seen indistinctly
outlined slightly to one side of the center of the shell.

The hinge line (HH) is curved in most lamellibranchs, but in Pecten
it is straight, and extends to the end of the well-developed "ears." A
V-shaped spring in the central part of the hinge tends to keep the
valves apart after the same manner of doubling ll. large piece of rubber
in the hinge of a door. When the animal is at rest the large adductor
muscle is relaxed and the valves remain open.

The calcareous shell is formed by the secretions of the mantle. Al
though it is added to slightly by the surface of the mantle, the main
increase is in height and width at the edge of the mantle. These two
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secretions differ in structure; the inner pearly or nacreous portion
being formed of thin layers, the outer of prisms. The valves increase
in size as the direct consequence of the increase in size of the soft parts.

The shell is well adapted to the life of the scallop. Being light in
weight it is suitable for movement through the water, while the rounded
outline is the form which offers the least resistance for swimming. The
opposite ridges and furrows fit tightly together when the valves close.
Thus, when the animal moves, streams of water are forced by the aid
of the mantle through the small openings below the" ears," or from
the ventral edge of the shell.

The J-Iantle. - The shell of the scallop is lined with a thin ciliated
organ called the mantle (Fig. 73, m). The thickened margins of the
two mantle lobes are free ventrally but are united dorsally and to a
slight extent on the anterior and posterior ends in the region of the
" ears." In a scallop of 52 millimeters the mantle lobes are united
posteriorly for 13 millimeters and anteriorly for 6 millimeters. This
eO!'responds roughly to the width of the "ears" of the shell, 12 milli
meters and 6 millimeters respectively. The shorter union anteriorly
permits the extrusion of the foot. The free edge of the mantle, often
brightly pigmented, possesses tentacles (t) or tactile organs, and head
like eyes of a bright blue color. These sensory organs are not so
numerous or so large near the byssal notch and the corresponding
posterior edge. Each lobe of the mantle is attached to the inner surface
of the valve about one-half inch from the free edge.. The broad face
of each lobe rests on the inner surface of the shell except when the
animal is disturbed and the mantle withdrawn by the retractor muscles.
While resting, the mantle lobes are held slightly apart, the guard tenta
des forming a lattice work between the perpendicular flaps of the
mantle through which the water passes. As previously stated, the
mantle also functions in the formation of the shell.

Tentacles. - The sense organs of the mantle are of two kinds, tenta
cles and eyes. There are nUlDerous tentacles near the free edge of the
mantle, which vary greatly in size and formation. These tentacles can
he divided into two classes, (1) the mantle tentacles, which are situated
on the external edge of the lobe in several rows, and (2) the guard
tentacles, situated on the edge of the perpendicular flap of the mantle,
5 to 6 millimeters from the edge. Each class differs in form and func
tion; the mantle tentacles are larger, capable of greater extension and
contraction, and armed with papillary projections, while the guard
tentacles are smaller, less extensible and of a bright color. The tentacles
have n sensory or tactile function, and when the scallop lies undis
turbed, the mantle tl!ntacles, lengthening out, wave slowly in the currents
of water. They can be withdrawn immediately at the passing of a
shadow or at any slight disturbance in the water. When contracted
each forms a slight conical projection.

Eyes. - Situated between the band of tentacles and the outer edge
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of the mantle are many well-developed eyes, brilliantly hued with
blue and brown pigment, which help to make the scallop attractive to
summer colonists. When sectioned, these eyes are found to be spe
cialized organs comparable to the eyes in the higher animals. They
vary in size and number, the larger ones usually occupying the grooves
of the shell, although in the adult definite arrangement appears to be
lacking. To what degree the eyes react to light and to external stimuli
is problematic, and offers a field for research. They appear to be
keenly sensitive to any change in light and shade, possibly observing
the approach of an enemy by ~ts shadow or movement in the water.

Muscles. - Unlike the soft clam (Mya) and the quahaug (Venus),
which have two adductor muscles for closing the shell, the scallop has
only a single adductor muscle (the so-called eye in the fisherman's
vernacular), which is situated posterior to the center of the shell, form
ing a conspicuous part of the internal anatomy. The muscle is made up
of two parts, a large anterior section and a small posterior division. As
is shown in the development of the young scallop, this muscle is the
posterior, the anterior adductor disappearing during the early shell
stage. The muscle is the edible part of the scallop, and its shape is
maintained when served on the table as "fried scallops." When the
muscle is cut the valves immediately gape open, being forced apart by
the V-shaped cartilaginous elastic pad in the middle of the hinge. The
other important muscles are the retractor muscles of the foot, the gills
and the mantle.

Gills. - There are four gills (I<'ig. 74, g)' in the scallop, a pair on
each side of the generative mass and ventral to the adductor muscle.
Each pair has a free end posteriorly and extends in a curved line
ne~rly around the posterior adductor muscle. The gills are attached
dorsally near the adductor, the inner and outer gills having a common
membrane. Each gill is made up of two lamel1le of radiating filaments.
Fine markings cross the filaments at right angles, thus giving each
lamella a delicate lace-like appearance.

When a few grains of carmine powder are sprinkled on the gills the
small grains pass to the base of the gills and then move toward the
anterior end in a definite channel. This movement is due to the cilia
between the filaments, which cause the grains to pass toward the mouth.
The work of the gills is not only to strain out the food but to aid in
respiration. The impure blood flows into the capillary spaces of the
gills, where the delicate membranes are bathed by the inflowing water,
and, having acquired a new snpply of oxygen, passetl back to the heart.
The area is increased by the folding of the lamella. If stimulated, the.
gills contract immediately, showing that they P08llfJ88 a nervous mech
anism.

Palps. - Just dorsal to the gills on the borders of the mouth are
two pairs of delicate filaments similar in structure to the gills. These
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organs are the labial palps (lp), which correspond to the lips of
higher animals and function in conducting the food to the mouth. The
central portion of these lips, which extend laterally for a distance equal
to the thickness of the animal near the umbo, has arbor-vitm-like proc
esses, concealing the mouth. The flaps which extend on each side of
the branching area are united to the body dorsally and posteriorly,
leaving the other edges free. The exterior surface is smooth, while the
internal surface is covered with ciliated ridges and furrows which aid
in conducting the food from the gills to the mouth.

Digestive System. - The digestive system of the scallop is compara
tively simple. The mouth opens into a short msophagus or gullet, which
leads into a gourd-shaped stomach (s). On the posterior end of the
stomach is a curious hard socket into which fits the tip of a translucent
gelatinous rod, the crystalline style. This rod extends along the in
testine in a sort of pocket or groove as far as the lower part of the
visceral mass (Fig. 75, vm). The stomach is enveloped by a dark-brown
mass, connected with it by two short canals, one on each side. This
large conspicuous organ is the digestive gland or "liver" (I), and "is
only bounded in the region of the stomach by the sexual gland on its
ventral surface." Kellogg (6). The liver (I) sends secretions into the
stomach to aid digestion. The food is caught up as soon as it leaves the
stomach by the cilia of the intestine (i), which forms a double loop in
the visceral mass (Fig. 76, vm). It then passes in a dorsal direction
through the liver, curving posteriorly to pass through the heart, and
finally ends posterior to the ventral portion of the adductor muscle.

Circulatory System. - The scallop has 0. blood system passing over
the whole body and through the gill filaments, where the blood" is
aerated. The heart (ht), a three-chambered organ, is situated in a
pericardial cavity dorsal to the adductor muscle. The intestine passes
through the pericardium and is surrounded by the ventricle of the
heart. The auricles are two filmy bodies connected with the ventricle.
l!'rom the heart arise the different arteries which conduct the blood to
all parts of the body, whence it is returned through the venous system
to the sinus venosus, from there to the gills, and finally back to the
heart.

NervoU/J System. - The nervous system of the scallop is complicated,
and the animal is highly sensitive in all parts, especially in the region of
the mantle, through the circumference of which passes a large nerve
connecting with the tentacles and eyes. Several ganglia lie in the region
of the mouth, foot and visceral mass. From these, numerous nerves
pass to the various parts of the body.

Excretory System. - The kidneys are a pair of yellow-colored organs
in the form of sacs, encircling the anterior part of the adductor muscle.
These glandular organs open into the mantle chamber above the gills,
where they are joined.by the openings of the reproductive organs.
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Foot. - The foot (f) of the adult scallop is a small muscular organ
extending from the upper part of the visceral mass dorsally for about
a quarter of an inch. It is nearly cylindrical, with a deep groove on one
side and a hollow, sucker-like disc on its distal end (Fig. 42). It has a
slight twist which places the cleft portion in juxtaposition to the right
valve, instead of on the ventral border. This is of use to the young in
crawling, as the sucker can be put down evenly on the surface without
a twist of the foot to hinder the retraction. Jackson (4). The func
tion of crawling is only for the young, and the adult has either lost the
power of locomotion tllrough degeneration or at least does not make
use of it. A byssal gland (bg) is OIl the proximal end of the foot, and
secretes the bundle of threads by which the mollusk anchors itself to
various objects, as described under" Attachment" in chapter IV.

The Reproductive Organs. - The generative organs comprise a large
share of the soft parts of the scallop, and lie, surrounding the folds of
the intestine, in the lower portion of the visceral IIl88B. The surface of
this mass, which terminates bluntly some distance below the large
adductor muscle, is usually covel'ed with a black glossy pigment, which
is especially noticeable previous to and during the spawning season,
when it completely hides the bright color of the egg sac. Both the male
and the female organs are found in the Il&lle scallop, whereas in P.
t~uicostatus, the giant scallop of the Maine coast, the sexes are sepa
rate. Drew (1).

The testis (Fig. 75, ts) or male gland is a cream-colored organ lying
just ventral to the liver and foot and extending down the side of an
orange-colored sac. This sac is the ovary (ov) or female gland, which
during the spawning season takes on a bright orange color, presumably
due to the number and ripeness of the eggs. In size it is somewhat
larger than the testis, and lies ventral and slightly posterior to that
organ. During the early part of the spawning season, when full of
eggs and spermatozoa, these glands are well rounded and brilliantly
hued; but after the completion of spawning they become small and
lighter colored. In the ovary of the scallop previous to spawning are
many millions of little eggs in various stages of maturity. These eggs,
held in large follicles, are packed firmly in place, giving to the genera
tive mass a smooth, plump appearance. Dr. James L. Kellogg has
kindly permitted the use of an illustration from his work on the" Mor
phology of Lamellibranchiate Mollusks, 1890," which shows a section of
the generative organs of Pecten irradiam, and supplements it with the
following excellent description:-

Fig, 67 represents a section passing vertically through the outer wall' o"f
the visceral mass, where the testis and ovary are closely apposed. The
body wall is represented at ep and consists of a single layer of columnar.
ciliated, epithelial cells, whose nuclei are about equally distant from their
outer ends and the thick basement membrane (bm). In this epithelium are
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many conspicuous gland cells (glc). Between it and the follicles of the
generative gland is a thick layer of connective tissue, extending in between
the follicles. The folliclell of the ovary (ov) are not 90 regular in outline
when seen in section as those of the testis (t). The walls of the latter
bear a follicular epithelium (fep). In the ovary, the cells of this layer are
in all stages of development into eggs. The eggs themselves, crowding
the follicles, possess a very thick membrane and their protoplasm is finely
granular. A duct from the follicles is seen at d.

The mother cells of the spermatozoa (fep) are circular and of constant
size in the follicles of the testis (t). As we follow the mass of cells inward
from these mother cells they become very gradually smaller and smaller,
nntil their final divisions result in the spermatozoa. They are 90 arranged
that their .. tails," in forming, project in extended masses toward the lumen
of the follicle and give it a radiating appearance. I have not been able
to determine how many times a mother cell divides in forming spermatozoa,
for the cells are all rounded and give no evidence of their divisions, as
they do in the testes of many animals. A duct of the testis containing
spermatozoa is shown at d. The ducts of both testis and ovary are com
posed of slightly columnar, ciliated cells. In the wall of the duct of the
teBtis is shown a single deeply stained cell, which is evidently a gland cell.

CHAPTER III. - EARLY LIFE HISTORY.

The Ripening of the Reproductive Organs. - In the early spring the
sex products of the scallop begin to ripen, as the eggs and spermatozoa
mature preparatory to the summer spawning. The final ripening takes
plaee during the month of May, when the water has reached a tempera
ture ranging from 45° to 50° F., and the scallop is prepared" to shoot
its spawn" in the first part of June. During the month of May the
generative organs take on a plump appearance; the eggs grow larger;
the spermatozoa beeome active; and the ovary passes from an india
eernible pink to a deep orange color. This change in color furnishes
a general index for recording, by the aid of color charts, the spawning
period of the scallop.

Tlae Egg. - The egg or female cell (}'ig. 1) is a small spherical body
B1llTounded by a thin membrane inclosing a protoplasmic fluid. Lying
in the protoplasm are numerous yolk granules which give to the egg an
opaque appearance. These granules form the nutritive part of the egg.
The shape of the mature egg when extruded appears spherical, but,
when measured, one axis will be found slightly longer than the other.
If the eggs are cut from the ovary they have a variety of shapes, due
to the manner in which they were compressed within that organ (Fig.
3). The scallop egg resembles that of the clam and oyster in size, the
average diameter being about ~4oo of an inch. In the ovary the eggs,
when mature, have an orange color, and when discharged "en masse"
still retain that color; but whcn separated appear. to the naked eye as
minute white specks. The color intensity of the mass seems to be due to
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the arrangement of the yolk granules within the egg. A light color ap
pears to be caused by large vacuoles or clear spaces among the yolk
granules, as are often found in distorted and immature eggs. Evidently
the number, size and arrangement of these vacuoles in respect to the
granules determine the color of the mass, and thus indicate the maturity
or immaturity of the eggs. Orange~olored ovaries when placed in 75
per cent. alcohol in a short time become white, the orange color being
extracted by the fluid.

The Spermatosoon. - The spermatozOon or male cell (Fig. 2) is
extremely minute, being only an exceedingly small fruction of the size
of the egg. It consists fundamentally of two parts, an elliptical head
and a slender whip-like tail, which is used as an organ of locomotion
in seeking the egg. The size of the head is ~260 by %00 of a millimeter
(%soo by ~~OO of an inch), with a tail about *0 of a millimeter
(%00 of an inch) in length. The minute anatomy was not studied.

Spawning. - The term "spawning" refers to the discharge of the
eggs from the female or the spermatozoa from the male. With most of
the lamellibranchiate mollusks, the class to which the scallop belongs,
it is the act of throwing off the sex products, which meet in the water for
the purpose of fertilization. Pecten if'radians, as is often the case with
highly specialized mollusks, is hermaphroditic, i.e., both sex elements are
found in the same individual. Spawning in this instance is the dis
charge of either (lggs or spermatozoa from the same animal, usually
at different times.

In the Pectinidlll the opening from both ovary and testis lead into a
common duct with a single orifice, which opens into the kidney com
paratively near its external aperture. Pelseneer (9). The sexual
products, as they are extruded, pass through a part of the kidneys just
dorsal to the large adductor muscle into the mantle chamber, where
they are discharged into the water. The discharge takes place through
the pseudo-siphon, formed by the mantle when closed, at the right or
posterior edge of the shell, as the animal lies in a natural position.
The spawn is usually cast forth as a fine spray by a quick snap of the
valves and is rapidly diffused through the water, though sometimes the
valves remain quiet, the spawn then passing out in a steady stream.
As the mantle fringe is slightly opened to allow the spawn to roll gently
out, this latter method can be compared to the exhaling of tobacco smoke
from the human lips. If eggs are given off they either appear in pink
masses or are just visible to the naked eye as fine white specks, making
it possible for the observer to readily distinguish them from the sperma
tozoa, which give to the water a quivering, milky appearance. The
amount of eggs extruded at one time varies considerably, but generally
numbers high in the thousands and even millions.

The following observations upon the spawning of individual scallops
were made at Monomoy Point. The scallops were confined, as described
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in chapter VII., in small aquaria during the period of observation, and
were replaced in their native element between times. Possible enor
arises from the unnatural conditions, which may render the spawning
abnormal. Unfortunately no satisfactory method of eliminating this
error could be devised. These observations, however, have been par
tially confirmed in other ways.

(1) Whim the scallop spatt'1lS, 'U'hich sex cell is liberated first'
Observations on 38 scallops showed that 19 produced spermatozoa,

17 eggs, and 2 a mixture"of both at the first discharge. In general, the
scallop continnes shooting for a number of discharges the kind of sex
cell with which it starts, and although scallops are hermaphroditic, only
a single kind is usually given off at anyone time, the length of the
period varying from a few minutes to five or six hours. It can be safely
concluded that it is purely a matter of chance which sex cell is given
off, and that the tendency toward one kind may be a precaution against
self-fertilization.

(2) How long are the intervals between discharges'
The intervals between discharges vary from one-half a minute to

forty-five minutes, or even days. After a series of rapid discharges the
resting period appears to be longer. One scallop was observed to give
as many as five successive discharges, while two are of frequent occur
rence. Other specimens have been observed to shoot spawn at intervals
of two or three minutes for over five hours. The scallop possibly can
adapt itself to existing conditions and spawn only at favorable times.
If the germ cells are set free at intervening periods over a long space of
time there is a greater chance of surviving.

(3) Do scallops throw all their spawn in one day'
Numbered scallops were placed in separate aquaria for periods of

two hours for several days, a record being kept of the spawning of
each individual. After each test the animals were suspended in wire
baskets from a raft at a depth of 10 feet in water, which was consider
ably cooler than the sun-warmed water in the aquaria, probably pre
venting further shooting of spawn. Although only 25 per cent. threw
spawn we can infer that scallops shoot their sex products little by little,
as the same it1dividuals were found to give forth spawn after an interval
of several days. This fact indicates that the spawning season for one
scallop probably extends over a period of days and even weeks. Rec
ords with color charts, upon scallops of another set, likewise show
that spawning is gradual.

(4) Do scallops spawn at any particular time of day'
Scallops have been observed to spawn as early as 8.15 A.H. (July 13,

1907) and as late as 4.30 P.M. (July 12, 1909), and at various times
. between these hours. Although sunlight is more favorable, the scallop

will spawn on cloudy days and probably at night, as the time of spawn
ing is largely determined by the temperature.



22 THE SCALWP FISHERY

(5) What temperature is most favorable for spauming'
In confinement scallops have been observed to throw spawn at all

temperatures from 68° to 84° F., although above 76° F. was most
favorable. Great variation is found, as every scallop is a distinct
individual and the eggs vary in degree of maturity. One scallop gave
off its sex elements at a temperature of 68° F. in fifteen minutes after
being placed in the aquarium, while at 78° F. one spawned in three
minutes and others took hours. Under natural conditions the spawning
season begins when the water reaches 611;2OF; As a rule high tempera
tures are most conducive for spawning.

(6) .At what age does a scallop first spawn'
The extreme rapidity of growth makes it possible for the scallop to

spawn when exactly one year old. With the clam, spawning occasionally
occurs at the age of one year, with the quahaug only in very exceptional
cases, but with the scallop the most important reproductive period, and
the only one of practical value, comes at this early age. This fact is
explained by the short life of the scallop, from twenty to twenty-six
months, as compared with the many years of the clam and quahaug.

(7) Is there a second spawning season'
For the majority of scallops there is only one spawning season. Na

ture has so regulated that less than 25 per cent. attain a length of life
of two years. In the few scallops which pass the two-year mark, eggs

and spermatozoa apparently develop normally, and if the animal lives
through the season it produces offspring for the second time in its life.
These two-year-old scallops are larger, and the ovaries and testes are of
correspondingly greater size. Two-year-old scallops are occasionally
found in small beds, but large numbers are by no means of common
occurrence. In the protected waters of the Powdl'.r Hole two-year-old
specimens were frequently found. During the summer of 1909 a com
paratively large number of the set of 1907 were found. This set was
peculiar for its slow growth and small size, the two-year-old animals
being about the size of normal one-year-old scallops. The spawning
of this set was perfectly normal during the second season, and the sex
products could in no way be distinguished from those of yearlings.
Although it is possible for scallops to spawn a second time, provided
they pass the two-year limit, their economic importance is slight, owing
to the small per cent. which survive so long. The first spawning season
must, therefore, be considered the only practical one in legislation for
the welfare of the scallop fishery.

This fact proves that all scallops under one year old must be pro
tected, as these furnish practically all the spawn for the following
year. Only scallops under this age nBed protection. If the scallop
under this age is amply protected, the law has done all in its power to
insure the future of this profitable industry. It does no harm to capture
scallops over one year old; in fact, it would result in economic loss if
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they were not taken, as nearly all die from natural causes before a
second season.

The Spa'Wfling Season. - In Massachusetts waters, owing to the
diversity of conditions as regards locality, environment and seasonal
Changes, it is difficult to define the spawning season exactly and only
general limits can be given when the entire territory is considered. As
a rule, temperature seems to be the controlling factor, as is demon
strated by the variation of the season according to locality and years.
The entire period roughly covers two months, averaging from the middle
of June to the middle of August (Fig. 83). The height of the spawning
occurs during the first weeks in July, and although the season drags on
for a month longer, the greater part of the mature eggs have been liber
ated. Di1ferent localities, with the same general limits, often vary in
having the height of the spawning at di1ferent times. While the spawn
ing of the scallop M a class extends for two months, the duration of the
season for the individual runs anywhere from one day to several weeks.

(a) Spawning Season at Monomoy Point. - During the summers of
1906 and 1907 the spawning season of the scallop was followed in the
waters of the Powder Hole at Monomoy Point, and supplementary
observations were made during ] 908 and 1909. During the first two
years conditions in this locality were practically the same, thus eliminat
ing nearly all variation factors except seBBOnal change. It is, there
fore, fair to assume that the following variations are mostly due to
the di1ference in the temperature of the two years.

In comparing the two years 1906 and 1907 the following points will
be considered: (1) date of first spawning; (2) length of time spawn
could be obtained for successful artificial fertilization; (3) date of
appearance of the set on raft spat collectors.

(1) Careful observations were made in regard to the beginning of
the spawning season, and the start was accurately determined for this
locality. In 1906 scallops first extruded eggs and spermatozoa on
June 12, and in 1907 on June 21, a variation of nine days. The average
temperature of the water on June 12, 1906, was 61.5° F., on June 21,
1907, 61.5° F. June 4, 1906, was equivalent to June 18, 1907, in
regard to the temperature, which reached 60° for the first time on these
date!!, showing that the seasonal variation in temperature was about
two weeks. In both cases there had been a previous rise in temperature.
By June 20 this di1ference had vanished and the daily temperatures for
the two years were approximately the same (Fig. 81).

(2) For successful artificial fertilization spawn could be obtained
for both years as late as July 20. Mature eggs and active spermatozoa
were found in the reproductive organs later, but the scallops did not
give forth spawn readily after this date. The records made with the
eolor chart show that the spawning seMon is not complete before the
middle of August.
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(3) Very little variation was found in the sets of 1906 and 1907
on the raft spat collectors, but the 1908 and 1909 sets were slightly
earlier, though fewer in number. The temperature of the water at the
time of set was about 70° F. In 1906 the set began July 26 and reached
its height August 4; in 1907, July 24 and August 2; in 1908, July 18
and July 26; in 1909, July 22 and July 29, respectively.

In the above cases, more especially the first, temperature seems to be
the controlling factor. The warmth of the water determines an early
or late spawning season, as is shown by the difference in the start of the
seasons of 1906 and 1907, the latter being nine days behind the former.
In each case spawning did not start until the water had assumed a tem
perature of 61.5° and had been over 60° for a few days. Spawning
does not take place until the temperature of the water is sufficiently high
to enable the young larvlll to live. Thus, in comparing the two years
we find that the variation in the spawning compares in every detail
with the variations in temperature, and, when other factors are elimi
nated, depends directly upon it. The average summer temperature
controls the length and completeness of the spawning season, as is
directly manifested by the time and amount of set.

(b) Conditions influencing the Spawning Season. - In any given
area the spawning depends on the latitude and on the climate, tempera
ture again being an important factor. In Rhode Island, in the warmer
waters of Narragansett Bay, the season lasts from June 1 to July 1,
reaching its height about June 15, Risser (2), as compared with
June 15 to August 15 in Massachusetts waters. Naturally the farther
south the earlier the season, as the warmer waters hasten the spawning.

While the temperature is the main factor in determining the spawn
ing, it is by no means the only one. The natural conditions of any local
ity, such as its suitability for growth, for food, depth of water, kind of
bottom, enemies, exposure, and other factors which make up the environ
ment of the scallop, play their part in determining the spawning
season. Scallops in shallow water spawn slightly earlier than those in
the deep, probably due to difference in temperature, while those under
favorable growing conditions probably spawn in advance of scallops
less favorably situated.

(c) Length of Season in Massachusotts Waters. - The different local
ities present considerable variation not only within their borders but
with each other. The four sections of the scalloping territory given in
chapter VI. are useful for a comparison of the spawning season, owing
to their divergent conditions. The work of determining the spawning
season, as described in chapter VIL, was conducted during 1905 and
1906 by (a) general observations of the ovary; (b) color chart records;
(c) appearance of set.

(1) On the north side of Cape Cod conditions are not favorable for
scallops and there is but a small industry. In Cape Cod Bay the water
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is colder than south of the Cape, and the spawning would naturally be
somewhat later. In the harbors, such as Wellfleet Bay, the reverse is
true, as the broad exposure of flats, heated by the sun, gives a greater
warmth to the water. In these cases many scallops are left in little
tide pools, where they bask in the sun and shoot spawn in these small
natural aquaria. The eggs have thus a chance to develop in quietude
until the incoming of the tide, when the little embryos join company
with the young from the other pools and begin the keen competition of
life. The spawning season lasts from June 25 to August 15.

(2) On the south side of Cape Cod is found a great variety of terri
tory and conditions, which nearly approximate those of Monomoy
Point. The limits of the season iIi t\ris locality are from June 15 to
August 15.

(3) The conditions at Nantucket and Edgartown closely approximate
those on the south side of Cape Cod, and except for local variations the
spawning season is the same.

(4) In the warmer waters of Buzzard's Bay spawning is somewhat
earlier, the set usually being about two weeks in advance of Monomoy.
The limits of the season scarcely differ from the south side of Cape Cod
and the Islands, but the main part of the spawning takes place earlier.
The season lasts from June 1 to August 1. 'fhe Buzzard's Bay scallop
is larger in size than the scallop in the other localities, owing to ('arlier
spawning and rapid growth.

Fecundation. -Fecundation is the union of the female cell (egg)
with the male cell (spermatozoon), which results in the formation of a
new individual that partakes of the nature of both parents. Since the
eggs of the scallop are fertilized externally, in the water, it is com
paratively easy to watch the act of fertilization and the subsequent
development of the embryos. In the water a transparent substance
envelops the egg, which holds the spermatozoa a short distance from
the cell proper (Fig. 6). The only reason for believing that such a
substance is present is the fact that preserved eggs still retain the
circle of spermatozoa. The attraction of the male cell to the egg is
believed by scientists to be of chemical origin. Although the egg is
thickly surrounded with spermatozoa, only one is needed for fertiliza
tion, and after its entrance the rest are held outside by the formation
of a membrane through which they cannot penetrate. Occasionally
more than one spermatozoon enters the egg, but in this case the egg
possibly fails to attain complete development.

(a) Natural Fecundation. - Judging from the enormous number of
eggs and spermatozoa annually liberated by a single adult scallop,
nature seems prodigal with her bounties; but on second thought it
appears that an equilibrium has been established and that an abundance
of spawn is needed to compensate for the destructive agencies which
beset the scallop. It seems strange, perhaps, that the spermatozoa
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should outnumber the eggs 1,600 to 1, as it only requires one sperma
tozOOn to fertilize one egg. But as the small male cell has the active
part of finding the egg, this again is a wise provision of nature, whereby
this proportion vastly increases the chances of natural fecundation.

If only 1 scallop arrives at maturity from 3,000,000 eggs, it is suffi
cient, under normal conditions, to perpetuate the species. Naturally
there is a vast destruction of eggs and young scallops, an important
part of which is due to the loss of eggs through non-fecundation, i.e.,
the eggs and spermatozoa not meeting in the water. There are a great
many chances in nature against fertilization of the egg. Scallops may
be some distance apart and the spermatozoa must travel far before
they can meet the egg. Water ~urrents, winds and other weather con
ditions may prevent this union. Fertilization is partly by chance, as
the male cell can only be attracted to the egg from a short distance.
Thus, if it were not for the abundant supply of sex products the race
of scallops would soon be exterminated.

In artificial fertilization a large number of the eggs are not fertilized,
and, failing to develop, soon decompose and pollute the water, thus
causing the death of the more advanced larval. This shows that per
haps all the eggs given forth at one t?me from the scallop are not
ready for fertilization and cannot develop, and it may be supposed
that, under natural conditions, an indeterminable per cent. of the ex
truded eggs are incapable of development.

(b) Self-fecundation.-Pecten irradians is hermaphroditic, i.e., both
sex elements are found in the same individual. Pelseneer (9) asserts
that: " In hermaphrodite mollusks the spermatozoa ripen before the ova;
the hermaphroditism is therefore protandric. The hermaphroditism
also is not self-sufficient, and the ova of one individual must normally
be fertilized by the spermatozoa of another individual." Pecten ir
radians is an exception to this in that both the eggs and spermatozoa
mature at the same time, and that self-fertilization frequently occurs
although it is not the common method of reproduction.

In nature it is not usual for scallops to produce both male and female
cells at the identical moment, and self-fertilization is therefore not
as common an occurrence as when scallops are confined in aquaria.
Scallops often shoot eggs and spermatozoa within as short an interval
as 15 to 30 minutes apart. In numerous cases self-fertilization has
been observed during the spawning experiments. The spermatozoa
and eggs of the same scallop have been artificially mixed, and the early
embryological stages followed. Whether these self-fertilized eggs
would develop into mature scallops was not determined, as the devel
opment was only followed as far as the trochosphere larva, up to
which period it was normal. Drew (1) and Risser (2) also have made
observations on the self-fertilizing powers of the individual Peete" irra
diana.

Fertilization of the Eggs of Two-year-old Scallops. - In spite of
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the fact that the second spawning of the scallop occurs during its old
age, and that the majority of this species do not reach a second season,
the eggs of two-year-old scallops may be fertilized and pass through the
normal cleavage stages. Although there were some indications that
the subseqnent development under artificial conditions is not as satis
factory as that of the younger scallops, there is no proof that their
development under natural conditions is anything but normal, or that
they cannot produce hardy offspring. Naturally, as the two-year~ld
scallops are few in number their offspring are not numerous. Under
artificial conditions as compared with the younger scallops they do
not seem to produce spawn so readily and fewer larvlll in proportion
are raised to the early swimming stage. These observations cannot
be considered as conclusive, as the special Powder Hole set of 1907,
already referred to, during 1909 furnished as healthy spawn as the
1908 set.

EMBRYONIC DEVELOPMENT.

The early life of Pecten irradians can be separated arbitrarily into
two main divisions, (1) the embryonic or sub-veliger life, which com
prises the development of the animal until it acquires a shell; and (2)
the post-embryonic life of the young scallop before it attains adult
characteristics.

The post-embryonic life is further subdivided into the (a) early
veliger stage, when the animal is a free swimming larva with a straight
hinge line (Fig. 17); (b) late veliger or prodissocollch stage, distin
guished by the curved hinge and development of gills and foot
(Fig. 18); (c) the dissoconch stage, where notable changes occur as a
result of the "setting," that is, adjustment by spun byssus threads;
(ti) plicated stage, where the ridges and the furrows characteristic of
the adult shell appear.

The embryonic development of Pecten irradians is in many respects
so similar to that of its large relative, Pecten tenuicostatus Mighels, the
giant scallop, so ably described by Dr. Gilman A. Drew (1) that it is
difficult to present a complete account without a repetition of many
interesting facts. For this reason special emphasis has been placed on
the points of difference between tbe two species, and orily general con
sideration given those of common interest. In reporting upon this
phase of the life history of Pecten irradians, it is perhaps worthy of
mention that the results here embodied, imperfect as they are, have
been obtained from hundreds of scallops under different conditions and
from four years of successive observations.

The Development of the Egg.

The development of the egg after fertilization is by the usual process
of cell division, whereby the single ovum is transformed into a living
mass of tiny cells. Like most lamellibranchs, in which fertilization
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takes place externally to the parent, the scallop develops by the normal
process of unequal cell division, and its subsequent growth as far as
the prodissoconch stage is similar in nearly every respect to the devel
opment of the clam, oyster and quahaug.

The Polar Cells (Figs. 4, 5). - The first noticeable change in the
external appearance of the egg occurs about thirty-three minutes after
it is laid. At one part of the egg, which from this time forth becomes
the so-called animal pole or region of the greatest activity, appears :I

small translucent globule, lAo the diameter of the egg. This is known
as the first polar cell, and is soon followed by a second body of similar
nature, which pushes out behind the first in such a manner as to
separate it from the egg. Both adhere to the egg by protoplasmic
strands, such as described by Drew (1). With Venus mercenaria (the
quahaug or hard-shell clam) the polar cells form beneath a thin mem
brane, and are held to the egg by strands from this source. Such a
covering is not well marked in the scallop egg, which appears naked,
and the protoplasmic strands may possibly have a different origin.
The polar cells contain no yolk granules, as is shown by their trans
parent appearance. They remain with the egg through all the varied
stages of cell division, and can be seen still adhering to the first ciliated
larvm, evidently disappearing during the early swimming stage.

The Yolk Lobe. - About ten minutes after the first polar cell is
formed, the opposite side of the egg, now known as the vegetative pole,
elongates, giving to the egg a pear-shaped appearance. The constric
tion at the small end is the so-called yolk lobe (Fig. 5) which forms 11

few minutes previous to cleavage. Pecten irradians di£l'ers somewhat
from Pecten tenuicostatus in regard to the time of formation of the
yolk lobe. In the case of the latter species, Drew (1) has shown that
the yolk lobe appears previous to the polar bodies, and that it becomes
prominent when the second polar body' is formed, only to disap
pear and again to become prominent when the egg cleaves into
two cells. The yolk lobe in the former was not seen until after the
formation of the polar cells, and not until just before the first cleavage
did it become markedly prominent. It forms in about three minutes,
and is complet~d one minute before the first cleavage takes place.

l'he First Cleavage. - Soon after the formation of the yolk lobe and
the differentiation of the egg into the animal and vegetative poles a
constriction takes place parallel to the longitudinal axis of the egg,
dividing the broad end into two nnequal cells, the smaller one-half the
size of the larger, with the polnr bodies between them (Fig. 7). The
actual time consumed from the beginning to the completion of the first
cleavage varies from two to twelve minutes, but usually it takes about
three minutes to effect the change. This first division occurs forty-six
minutes after the egg is fertilized.

The action of the yolk lobe during this division is somewhat peculiar.
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Previous to the first cleavage the egg has taken on a pear-shaped appear
ance, due to the formation of the yolk lobe. During cleavage this lobe
in many of the eggs became so constricted that the dividing e,gg had a
three-celled appearance. Then it gradually. disappeared, in one case in
the course of seven minutes, leaving only a large and small cell. The
form of the different eggs during cleavage varies greatly, some dividing
with scarcely the appearance of a yolk lobe, others with prominent con
strictions.

The next cleavage (Fig. 8) divides the egg into four cells in a vertical
direction, and passes through the animal pole nearly at right angles to
the first cleavage plane, and a little to one side of the center. This
division forms three small cells and one large, the latter holding the
nutritive or yolk part of the egg, originally contained in the region of
the yolk lobe. The second cleavage occurs from fifty-five to eighty-one
minutes after fertilization, the average time being sixty-seven minutes.

The third division (Fig. 9) is in a horizontal plane, dividing the four
cells into eight. The four upper cells, which lie next to the polar bodies,
are much smaller than the lower ones, and from this time forth are
designated as the micromeres, while the large lower cells are known as
the macromeres. During the process of cleavage the upper layer of cells
twists 45°, 80 that they alternate with the lower cells, furnishing an
excellent illustration of the spiral cleavage so common in nature. The
time of arrival at the eight-celled stage varies from fifty-eight to one
hundred and ten minutes after fertilization, the average being about
eighty-one.

From this time on the micromeres divide rapidly into smaller and
smaller cells, during which the egg passes successively through sixteen,
thirty-two, sixty-four, etc., celled stages, finally forming a layer around
the macromeres. The average time of the sixteen-celled stage (Fig. 10)
is about one hundred minutes after fertilization. Cell division continues
until the siligle primitive ovum has become a compact mass of small cells
surrounding four large cells, the macromeres, resulting in a type of the
epibolic gastrula, which later becomes a true invagination by the- further
division of the macromeres. From a surface view the animal is merely
a rounded mass of cells, still bearing the two small polar bodies (Fig.
11.) Soon the inner layer of cells forms an infolded cavity, the arch
enteron or primitive digestive tract, which opens to the exterior. The
micromeres now make up the ectodermal, the macromeres the endo
dermal layer.

By this time the surface cells have developed cilia, and the animal
acquires the power of locomotion (Figs. 12 and 13). It is important
that the scallop become active at this period of its existence, as other
wise it would perish. In the laboratory the majority of the eggs settle
to the bottom of the glass dishes until this stage is reached. Doubtless
in nature the egg, unless held in floating masses or kept in suspension
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by the currents, falls to the bottom, where it remains until it acquires
cilia. The majority probably perish before they reach the swimming
stage, either through not being fertilized or beca.use of settling on un
favorable bottom.

The swimming period is' reached from nine to twelve hours after
fertilization, ten hours being the usual time. Little change has taken
place in the size of the animal, and the entire seallop is hardly larger
than the original egg. Development is rapid during the swimming
period, not so much in size as in change of form from the early swim
ming gastrula to the trochosphere larva. There are three phases of
development in changing from the early gastrula to the advanced
trochosphere. (1) The animal is a mere I'ounded mass of cells covered
with cilia. (2) The body has elongated, the blastopore or primitive
mouth becomes more noticeable, and the cilia instead of being general
are confined to a special portion of the body, which later proves to be
anterior end (Fig. 14). In the course of two hours after phase 1, the
cilia on the frontal cell at the anterior end of the body elongate until
they attain seven-ninths the length of the body (ordinary cilia measure
one-fifth the length of the body), and unite to form a bundle called the
flagellum, which guides the swimming embryo. Ordinarily it has the
appearance of a single last or whip, 80 closely are its parts united, but
as many as six individual cilia have been counted in this bundle. The
anterior end of the animal has. in the mean time become larger and
heavier, while the posterior half has elongated, gi,,-ing the scallop a top
shaped appearance. (3) The third phase is marked by another invag
ination on the dorsal side of the animal, directly opposite the blastopore.
This is the primitive shell gland which secretes the shell. Pelseneer (9)
in considering lamellibranchiate mollusks as a class says of the shell
gland: "During its extension it gives rise to a saddle-shaped cuticular
pellicle, which becomes calcified at two symmetrical points, right and left
of the middle line. These two centers of calcification eventually form
the two valves of the shell . ."

The t.ransition from the early swimming gastrula to the advanced
trochosphere is well illustrated by the development of the swimming
powers of the young scallop. As soon as the embryo has acquired cilia
it starts with a rolling motion, at first fillowly, but later faster as it
increases in strength, turning over and over on the bottom of the dish.
This simple method of changing position is by a rotation on the longi
tudinal axis which might be compared to the movement of a top before
it totters over. The embryo rotates in one place or hutches along in
random directions. The rate of this action varies greatly, anywhere
from five to twenty turns being eounted in ten seconds. The cilia soon
perform the functions of swimming organs, and the little animals rise
through the water towards the surface, where they can get a better
supply of oxygen. The first swimming movement is a compound motion
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consisting of simple rotations plus revolutions. The prevailing revo
lution is clockwise, but the motion is intermittent and the direction can
be changed at will. With the development of the flagellum, a definite
direction of motion arises. The animal nearly always swims with the
flagellum anterior, although one case has been observed where the animal
swam in a reverse direction for a short distance. Possibly the flagellum
serves to increase the speed, which becomes so rapid that it is difficult
to follow the animal with a microscope of 41 magnification. The motion
is now effected in a straight line by spiral revolutions along the longi
tudinal axis of the animal. This final motion is probably the culmina
tion of the previous aimless rotations.

The Shell Gland. - The formation of the shell gland, which occurs
twelve to fourteen hours after fertilization, marks a decided change in
the character of the young scallop (Fig. 15). In the course of a few
hours a thin transparent shell grows slowly over the animal, until it
completely envelops the soft parts. At first the shell is so small that it
scarcely covers the whole of the animal, which can be seen swimming
through the water partly covered by the two thin valves. This shell is
formed by the secretion from the shell gland, which becomes calcified
at two points, forming the two valves. The hinge line at this early
stage is flat and straight. At the same time, with the spreading of the
shell, various changes of more or less importance, both in the anatomy
and in the habits of the young scallop, have taken place, giving rise to a
period in its development known as the veliger stage, perhaps the most
critical and important period of its existence.

The Veliger Stage.

When reared in the laboratory the embryos reached the full veliger
(shell) stage between seventeen and forty hours after fertilization,
according to the temperature. Presumably the same time is true in
nature, although the rapidity of development varies with the external
conditions. The length of the veliger stage is likewise dependent on
temperature and environment, the wlUal duration being about five to six
days. During this period numerous changes of more or less importance
take place, and the late veliger is an essentially different animal from
the early form. It will be necessary, therefore, in describing the veliger
stage, with all its involved changes, to arbitrarily divide it into two
phases, the early (Figs. 16 and 17) and the late veliger (Fig. 18) ; and
in describing the anatomical changes it will be more satisfactory, after
a brief survey of the essential features of each phase, to trace the
development of the individual organs separately.

The chief characteristics of the early veliger (Figs. 16 and 17) are:
(1) an equivalvular shell slightly inequilateral, without definite struc
ture, with a straight hinge line, no umbones bei1lg present; (2) a velum
or ciliated swimming organ; (3) a primitive mouth lined with cilia,
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leading into a cavity in the center of the body, the stomach, and an
abbreviated intestine with a posterior anal opening; (4) an inconspicu
ous mantle; (5) anterior adductor muscle alone present; (6) size .093
millimeter. The increase in size from the trochosphere stage is due to
the formation (Fig. 16) of a cavity between the body and the shell.

The late veliger is characterized by: (1) a shell of the same structure,
marked by prominent umbones directed posteriorly; (2) a well-devel
oped foot which has succeeded a degenerated velum as the swimming
organ; (3) a more complex digestive tract, with palps, and a coiled
intestine; (4) a conspicuous mantle; (5) a posterior adductor mnscle,
and the appearance of several gill bars; (6) size, .18 millimeter.

In studying the life history of nearly every large lamellibranch which
begins its life external to the parent, there is a gap between the ana
tomical changes of the early and late veliger periods, as it is a difficult
stage to procure specimens for study. It is only possible in this history
of the scallop to give the changes in the different organs by comparing
the early and late veligers, as we have not been able to identify with
certainty the intermediate forms on account of the large number of
species which so closely resemble each other, as they are collected in
the plankton net at the surface.

The Shell. - The veliger shell of the Pelecypods or lamellibranchiate
mollusks has been aptly given the name prodissoconch by Jackson (4)
to distinguish it from the succeeding shell, the dissoconch. With the
scallop, I have taken the liberty to apply this term, which properly
includes all of the veliger stage, to merely the late veliger, at which time
it has acquired a form markedly characteristic of the scallop. Here
after, when speaking of the prodissoconch shell, it refers only to the
form of shell typical of the late veliger, as it remains differentiated
from the succeeding dissoconch stage. In the early veliger, the shell
consists of two valves of homogeneous structure joined dorsally by a
ligament in a slightly concave hinge-line.

The change from the flat hinge veliger (Fig. 17) to the completed
prodissoconch (Fig. 18), which marks the end of the veliger stage, is
quite pronounced. The straight hinge line has given way to one of
slight curvature, while the valves by their growth have formed promi
nent umbones, hiding the hinge line from lateral view. The umbones
point posteriorly, but are less prominent than in the case of the oyster.
'fhe left valve is more convex than the right, IWd the right umbo is less
prominent than the left (Fig. 19). In the completed prodissoconch and
probably in the early veliger ten pairs of teeth can be seen along the
hinge line, five on each side of a central slit (Fig. 22). The question of
teeth has always becn of interest in the classification of lamellibranehs.
These are later either obscured or absorbed by the growth of the shell.
The teeth of one valvlf fit into the depressions of the other, adding
strength to the hinge. The shell remains homogeneous, exeept for fine
lines of growth parallel to the free edge. Its calcareous composition is
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shown by effervescence when tested with acid. The scallop differs from
..4.fIOmia glabra at this stage by having no byssal notch in the shell.

The Velum. - The veliger derives its name from the larval swimming
organ or velum peculiar to this period of its life. This organ, situated
in the anterior part of the shell, consists of an elliptical pad, .046 milli
meter in length, with a border of short vibrating cilia, and supporting
in its center a long flagellum. It is capable of extension and contraction,
whereby it can be thrust out of the shell or drawn in quickly by meaDS
of retractor fibers, which are fastened to the shell near the posterior
part of the hinge, so as to give a direct backward pull. Two fibers
go to the ends of the velum, the third to the center. When contracted,
the velum folds in to the form of a bell, the round ciliated edges curving
toward the central part, which bears the flagellum. When expanded,
the velum opens like the unfolding of a flower, the ciliated edges curling
outward. When the velum is extended outside the shell, as the animal
swims, the whole mass shifts ventrally, leaving a clear space between
the hinge and the body. The flagellum serves during this period as a
sensitory organ or fecler. The velum is of great use in swimming,
and can rapidly propel the young scallop through the water by the
lashing of its cilia in a manner similar to the action of oars in a
boat.

The development of the velum can be traced from the ciliated region
of the early gastrula, and the organ is a direct modification of the
anterior ciliated area of the trochosphere larva. The frontal cilia,
with the long central fiagellum, have become more centralized and
stronger, while the ciliated arc has formed a muscular pad capable of
extension and contraction. The flagellum and cilia of the veliger stage
are identical with those of the trochosphere, the only change being a
modification of the supporting area.

While the transition from the veliger to the footed larva has never
been completely observed in the scallop, it is doubtless identical with
that of the clam, which is here described. This change takes place by
the atrophy or degeneration of the velum and the simultaneous develop
ment of the foot. Several stages can be observed during this transition
period: (1) the primitive veliger, with no foot or at best a rudimentary
projection posterior to the mouth; (2) a reduced velum and a half
formed foot; (3) a small velum and a nearly complete foot; (4) no
velum and a perfectly developed foot. During this period the mouth
has advanced anteriorly and dorsally, following the disappearing velum,
which vanishes in the region of the palps.

Habits. - Swimming in the earlier veliger stage is wholly by the
velum, while later this organ is assisted by the foot. The very young
veliger is less active than the older larva, and is usually found at
the bottom of the dish with valves widely open and velum partly pro
truded. In this case, the movement merely consisted of turning in a
circle, 8S the velum was not thrust out far enough to enable the animal



34 THE SCALLOP FISHERY

to swim rapidly in a straight course. Only when the velum can be
completely extended does the larva attain full swimming powers.

When the velum is fully developed the animals become rapid swim
mers, and can be found in great numbers through the water, more
especially near the surface, where they can be taken in a net of silk
bolting cloth. When placed in a glass aquarium, if left undisturbed,
they can be seen by the naked eye as white specks as they swim through
the water. If the dish is subject to any sudden jar, such as a sharp
tap with a pencil, the young scallop quickly pulls in the velum and
settles to the bottom with closed shell. After a brief interval the ani
mal extends the velum with a hesitating jerky movement, until it is
fully expanded, and then resumes swimming. The usual direction is
with the velum ahead, the cilia on the edges lashing with a rowing
motion which propels the animal in the same manner as a boat is
propelled by a man seated in the bow. There is also a turning motion,
which whirls the larva anterio-posteriorly in either a clockwise or anti
clockwise direction.

The Foot. - As the animal passes into the late veliger stage the
swimming powers of the velum degenerate, while the foot with its
ciliated tip becomes the only organ of locomotion. The footed larvlll
swim by a kicking movement of the foot. It is natural to suppose that
there is a transitory stage where both the velum and the foot are used.
The foot, the most useful organ of the young scallop, makes its appear
ance in the prodissoconch stage, and for a long time serves as means
of locomotion for the animal. It is a long, flexible organ, made up of
both longitudinal and circular muscles, and entirely covered with fine
cilia. On its tip or distal end are long cilia, comparable to the little
tuft or cluster posterior to the mouth in the early veliger. The long
cilia are at first useful in swimming, but as the animal becomes larger
they become relatively less important. The tip of the foot is slightly
cleft, as is shown for an older scallop (Fig. 27). On both sides of the
foot in a median position are two vestibules, with several small granules
rotating inside. These are the otocysts or organs of equilibrium. On
the dorsal side of the foot, OI).e-third the distance from the proximal
end, is a prominence with a cleft opening, the byssal gland, the function
of which has not culminated at this stage. The foot is capable of great
extension by the contraction of the circular muscles, and is drawn in
by the contraction of the longitudinal to lie in its normal curved posi
tion within the shell (Fig. 18).

The Adductor Muscles. - The primitive veliger has but a single ad
ductor muscle, the anterior. In the dissoconch stage, the posterior
adductor is the only one present, the anterior having disappeared. As
is stated by both Jackson (4) and Drew (1), there must be an inter
mediate stage where both are present. I have obtained no actnal proof
of this, but in all probability a dimyarian stage, i.e., having two mus
cles, must have been reached in the course of development.
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The G11Zs. - The early veliger has no gills. They first begin to
develop coincidently with the formation of the foot as simple bars or
ciliated filaments; capable of extension and contraction from the dorsal
point of attachment. Starting from beneath the stomach they lie in
folds along the upper part of the foot. When first seen, at the begin
ning of the degeneration of the velum, they scarcely consist of two
folds, but before the velum has disappeared they number from four to
five. The edges of the folds are lined. with active cilia which keep up
an incessant motion. These primitive bars, as seen in the prodissoconch
(Fig. 18), are the paired beginnings of the inner gills. The outer gills
develop at a later stage.

The Mantle. - At the time of the formation of the gills the mantle
becomes noticeable as a thin, transparent covering just under the shell,
although it has been functional before this period. By the time the
dissoconch stage.is reached, the free edge has thickened into fine folds
and is lined with small cilia.

The Digestive Tract. - The digestive apparatus of the early veliger
consists of a funnel-shaped mouth lined with active cilia, leading into a
broad sac, the stomach, also lined with minute cilia, from which arises
a two-lobed liver. The intestine is merely a straight tube opening pos
teriorly. With the prodissoconch veliger the digestive tract is obscured
bi the growth of the liver, which has assumed a greenish yellow color
80 that the c?ils of the intestine are difficult to distinguish. The mouth
has travelled forward in a dorsal direction, the edges apparently having
formed the palps, while the ciliated funnel has become the Qlsophagua.
The intestine now has one or more coils, and, in order to carry on the
more complicated process of digestion, opens dorsal to the adductor
muscle.

Summary of Veliger Stage.

Shell, .

Velnm,

J'oo~ •

Gill-bare,

Mantle,

Month,

Palps, •

Stomach,

Liver, •

Intestine,

Adductor mnscle,

Size,

Early VeJiger.

Straight hinge,

Preeent,

Abscnt, •

Absent, •

Invisible,

Ventral position,

Abscnt, .

SImple sac,

Small,

Straight, •

Anterior,

.098 ml1llml'tcr,

ProdiAOOODCh Vellger.

Prominent umbones.

Degenerate.

Present.

Prescnt.

Visible.

Anterior position.

Present.

Simple 88C.

Large.

Coiled.

Posterior.

.18 millimeter.
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The Dissoconch Stage.

The young scallop now enters upon the third stage of its development,
the period of byssal attachment, which is comparable to youth in man.
From structural differences of shell, which sharply distinguish it from
the prodissoconch, it has been called by Professor Jackson (4) the dis
soconch stage. The anatomical changes are so complicated that for the
purpose of description several· arbitrary subdivisions, illustrating suc
cessive periods of development, have been made. A table of these
pbases is appended in chapter VII. In the general description of the
dissoconch period, especially in the section on anatomical development,
reference is made to these subdivisions.

The chief characteristics of the dissoconch stage are the habits of
byssal fixation and crawling. In a preliminary report the writer WlI.3

led to include an intermediate stage between the free swimming veliger
and the attached scallop, that of a free crawling existence. Later in
vestigation hlUl shown that the last two stages practically coincide, and
that no line of distinction can be drawn. Evidently the power of
crawling is supplementary to byssal fixation, and is of great service
to the animal when it wishes to change its location or is torn away
from its point of attachment. That yOlmg scallops have the powet; of
byssal fixation immediately following the prodissoconch or at the very
beginning of the dissoconch stage is shown by those attached to the
raft spat boxes, described in chapter VII. In many of these scallops
the dissoconch growth, scarcely one day old, had just started, yet they
at once attached themselves, by a fine byssal thread, to the sides and
bottom of glass dishes.

The subsequent changes in anatomy and shell formation can be
more readily attributed to a complete change in habits, such as the
assuming of a stationary life after a free-swimming existence, than
the transition from swimming to the intermediate crawling stage, such
lUI has been suggested by other investigators. Knowledge of the byssal
attachment in the early part of the dissoconch stage shows that there
is an abrupt change of life at this period, and gives a new interpreta
tioIL to the structural differences.

The Set. - The oyster, according to Jackson (4), still possesses a
velum when it "spats," or attaches itself at the end of the prodissoconch
stage, and no foot has developed. "The preliminary fixation," he
states, "is probably effected by means of the reflected mantle border,
as described by Ryder, and is then immediately succeeded by a cement
ing conchyolin attachment at the extreme edge of the lower left prodis
soconch valve." The scallop, on the other hand, before it sets has lost
its velum and has developed a muscular foot, which acts as a swimming
organ during the latter part of the prodissoconch stage. The set is
made, not by any fixation of the shell, but by a fine thread, called the
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byssus, formed by a gland in the foot (Fig. 30). It is interesting to
note that in each case the attachment, though entirely di1Ierent, comes
at the end of the prodissoconch period, and that the organs of attach
ment and locomotion, owing to the absence of the foot in the oyster,
are strikingly dissimilar.

The Shell. - The shell of the dissoconch stage (Fig. 19) is sharply
separated from the prodissoconch by a well-defined growth line and by
different shell formation. The prodissoconch has a smooth homogeneous
structure lined with finely concentric lines of growth. The new growth
is of an entirely different character, as the right or lower valve acquires
a prismatic structure (Fig. 41), such as was described in Ostrea and
Pecten by Jackson (4), in which each prism is separated by an inter
vening space. The structure on the left or upper valve, while not pris
matic, is readily discernible in appearance from the prodissoconch.
The first indications of coloring in the shell appear during the latter
part of this period as little dashes of yellow or brown. The dissoconch
shell has a smooth, even appearance, with no plications, and separated
by regular concentric growth lines, which are used by the writer to
mark off certain sub-stages. Probably these growth lines, as yet not
eroded by action of water or subsequent growth, denote daily periods,
tides or other intervals in shell formation. .

With this stage the hinge becomes for the second time a straight line.
During the first three sub-stages it is narrow, hardly four-sevenths the
width of the animal, but later it increases relatively in width, until
at the beginning of the plicated stage it is nearly the same length. In
the early stages the hinge line is not absolutely straight, but inclines
slightly upward at both ends. The inside of the hinge line is set with
teeth, 88 described for the prodissoconch veliger (Fig. 22).

The form of the scallop gradually changes during the dissoconch
period, as it grows from .18 to 1.20 millimeters. At first the shell
rounds out anteriorly, while posteriorly it breaks directly down from
the hinge line with a slight curve (Figs. 19, 20). The left or upper
valve elongates anteriorly a slight distance beyond the right, covering
in this region the byssal notch of the lower valve (Fig. 19). At a
slightly later stage (Figs. 25, 26) the shell has formed in this region
a "pseudo ear," which disappears as the animal grows larger, and
again reappears at the size of 1.50 to 2 millimeters to form the true
" ears" on both sides of the shell. Meanwhile, the posterior part of
the shell has increased slightly faster than the anterior, causing the
prodissoconch to assume a position anterior to the center (Fig. 28).
Toward the close of the dissoconch stage the scallop loses its elongated
form and takes on a semicircular appearance (Fig. 31). The various
changes in form from the early veliger to the 2 millimeter scallop are
shown in Fig. 77, which consists of eleven concentric camera outlines
of different sized scallops.
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The dissoconch scallop differs from the adult, in which the two valves
are equal, by having the right or lower valve smaller than the left and
less convex. This is undoubtedly a direct adaptation to its method of
life during this period, the flat lower valve offering ease and ass~stance

in crawling and attachment. Anomia offers an excellent example of
the flattening of the lower valve in an attached animal, and the rounding
out of the upper. The same is true of Pecten i""adians to a slighter
extent, as it is not attached so flrmly nor for so long a period as Anomia.

The most interesting feature of the shell formation during this period
is the development of the byssal notch and groove in the anterior part
of the lower valve. The notch is the name applied to the indentation
(Figs. 19-21), while "groove" refers to the hollow formed by the

,growth of the notch (Fig. 25). The notch first makes its appearance
close to the prodissoconch, indicating that it starts at the time the
animal" sets." By the time that phase 5 is reached a tooth-like process
has formed on the notch (Fig. 29). These increase to three in number
at the end of the dissoconch stage, and go as high as five or more in the
plicated period. Similar teeth are found on the byssal notch of scal
lops less than one year old, as new ones are constantly forming, while
the old are cove~d by the growth of the shell. Old scallops rarely
have teeth on the byssal notch. If the shell is broken along the byssal
groove in an adult scallop an entire ridge of these teeth can be seen
where they have been covered by the growth of the shell. The use of
these teeth is unknown, except that they are closely associated with the
byssus, as is described in chapter IV. under the habit of byssal fixation.

The name byssal notch is probably dllrived from the fact that the
byssus comes out of the same indentation in the adult. Perhaps at this
stage a more appropriate name would be foot groove, as that organ,
in crawling or in spinning the byssus, is thrust out of the opening.
There is some difference of opinion as to whether the byssus or the
foot is the cause of the formation of'this notch. Jackson (4) says
that it is formed by the folding back of the mantle, resulting in retarded
growth in that locality (Fig. 21). Whether the foot or the byssus
thread was the cause of this retardation cannot be stated definitely,
although probably both are functional. Although the foot appears
before the dissoconch stage it is used as a swimming organ. The byssal
notch appears immediately after the prodissoconch stage, corresponding
with both the byssal attachment and the use of the foot as a crawling
organ. Therefore it can safely be concluded that the byssal notch is
characteristic of this period, and is formed by the combined action of
foot and byssus.

The Internal Anatomy. - With the development of the shell, corre
sponding changes have taken place in the internal anatomy, rendering
the scallop better adapted to its new mode of life. Adult characteristics
are p.ow manifest, and the animal can be readily recognized as a scallop.
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The specific development for eacli set of organs is given in detail under
the section on "Anatomical Development," and it is only necessary to
give here a brief resume of the more important changes.

As the animal has entered upon an alternately stationary and crawling
existence, the foot has become relatively the most important organ, and
during the early part of the dissoconch stage reaches its maximum
development in size. The ciliated tip and muscular body render it an
active organ of locomotion, while the byssus gland provides the scallop
with a means of attachment. The mantle, at first a simple, curtain-like
fold witli ciliated edges, becomes more specialized by the development
on its outer edge of a few tentacles and eyes, which give it greater
sensory functions. The four folds of the inner gills of the prodis
soeonch increase to twenty-two, and the outer gills make their appear
ance before the dissoconch stage is completed. The digestive organs
increase in size, the liver becoming the most prominent, while the in
testine elongates so that the anal opening is on the postero-ventral side
of the adductor muscle. The posterior adductor muscle, which through
this period has been capable of great expansion, as is shown in Fig. 23,
so that the shell is often opened to an angle of 90 0

, has grown larger
in circumference and has taken a more central position. The heart,
consisting of a ventricle and two auricles, with its supplementary cir
eulatory system, now first becomes conspicuous (Fig. 27). Altogether
the internal anatomy of the young scallop has passed through the tran
sition period from babyhood to the adult, and is now ready to take on
the final characteristics of the mature scallop.

The Plicatea Stage.

The plication stage, as the name suggests, marks the beginning of the
radiating ridges or furrows which give to the scallop its beautiful fan
like appearance.. These plications do not increase in number as the
animal grows older. Figs. 33 and 34 show the beginnings of the plica
tions in the shell, while Figs. 36 and 37 show a later stage. In the early
plieated stage the form of the scallop is semi-circular, the height and
width being approximately the same, while the hinge line is nearly equal
to the width. The hinge line is now straight, but markings exist in the
shell showing the former downward. slant toward the prodissoconch,
which in the early part of the plication period is asymmetrical, but
later attains a median position, before it is covered by the rounding
umbones of the shell. The true" ears" of the adult make their appear
ance as indentations on the"lower sides of the hinge line, anteriorly and
posteriorly, when the scallop has attained about 2 millimeters in size.
During this stage they are much less pronounced than in the adult, while
the hinge line itself is relatively longer, nearly equaling the width of
the shell.

The byssal notch, which inclines slightly upward toward the prodisso-
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conch, has now become. deeper and is lined with several teeth along its
inner border. The number varies from one to six or more, the older
teeth being less pointed than the last formed. In Fig. 39 there is a
secondary furrow dorsal to the main groove, and a serrated structure
near the hinge line, consisting of seven sharply pointed teeth, the origin
and use of which are unknown.

The dorsal view of the shell of Pecten at this stage (Fig. 38) shows
the relative size of the umbones and the hinge line. The left valve is
deeper than the right and the umbones point slightly posteriorly. The
line of separation of the prodissoconch and dissoconch growth is sharply
marked, showing how the two valves, which were close together during
the prodissoconch stage, have been spread apart by the new growth of
the valves. This period is just previous to the disappearance of the
prodissoconch, either by the wearing away of the shell or by the growth
of the shell.

The exact duration of the plication stage cannot be given, as the tran
sition to the adult is gradual. Perhaps the end of this period should
come when the animal has attained general adult characteristics. If such
a definition be taken, the arbitrary size may be assigned as 4 millimeters,
for by that time the visceral mass is well defined, completing the adult
anatomy of the scallop. Unless some standard were taken, it would
be impossible to tell just when the plication stage ceased and adult life
hegan. Another view would have the plication stage followed by a
period of youth, and consider that the adult life was not reached until
the animal was a year old. This, perhaps, is a better division, although
the characteristics of the youth and the adult are practically the same.

The Internal Anatomy. - Few new organs arise during this stage,
which is mostly concerned in the development of those already formed.
The most prominent feature is the appearance of the visceral mass
with the reproductive organs, which are first noticeable at the size of
3 millimeters. The visceral mass grows down from the ventral surface
of the foot, which becomes relatively smaller with the growth of the
animal.

At the size of 3 millimeters, the mantle has increased by the formation
of a set of guard tentacles, which are situated on the perpendicular flap.
The eyes have increased until they number sixteen or more on each lobe
of the mantle, while the tentacles have correspondingly increased in
size and number. The circulatory and the nervous systems have become
more complicated, to meet the requirements of the growing animal,
which now has acquired the power of swimming by valvular contraction.
The digestive system has expanded, the palps becoming rumed around
the mouth, and the intestine elongated in the region of the visceral
mass. The adductor muscle has increased greatly in size and can be
seen to cOTisist of two distinct portious. By the completion of the stage,
the animal has attained all the organs and characteristics of the adult
scallop.

!.
I
II
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,Anatomical Del1elopment.

In order to insure a unified and connected narrative, it was thought
best, even at the risk of repetition, to trace the development of each
organ or set of organs separately. Wherever opportunity is giveI!- the
reader is referred to other portions of the report for supplementary
reading. In tracing the outline of the early life history of the scallop
the shell has been taken as the unit of description, and therefore its
development need not be treated separately, and only the soft or
internal parts of the animal need exemplification. Constant reference
is made to the various stages outlined in the table in chapter VII., and
to the illustrations, so as to present a connected account without unnec
8S88ry description.

The Mantle. - A description of the stmcture and functions of the
mantle of the adult scallop is given in chapter II., and it is only neces
sary to recapitulate certain points which bear directly upon its develop
ment. The mantle is a thill bilobed membrane closely lining the interior
of the shell and enfolding the body of the animal. The free edges form
thickened flaps, which are brilliantly colored and lined with rows of
sense organs, eyes and tentacles. The functions of the mantle are:
(1) shell secreting, as the growth of the shell is due to the secretions
from the mantle; (2) protective, as it enfolds and guards the body, and
is largely instmmental in swimming and feeding; (3) sensitory, as the
numerous tactile appendages and the circumpallial nerve render it
sensitive to the slightest stimulus. .

There is a steady development from the primitive mantle in the young
seal10p to the highly specialized organ in the adult. It can be deduced,
from the changes which take place during the embryological and post
embryological development, that the early ancestor of the scallop did
Dot have such aighly specialized functions, which only developed when
the animal assumed its present dangerous mode of life, where it depends
upon its nervous mechanism to warn it of impending danger.

The primitive mantle of the young scallop is a simple bilobed fold
joined along the hinge line, and is first visible in the prodissoconch or
late veliger stage. In the early veliger, although probably present to
enable the formation of the embryonic shell, it was not noticed. It
evidently attains prominence during the prodissoconch stage as a definite
mantle, common to all lamellibranchs, similar, except for the crenulated
edges, to that of the adult quabaug. At this time it appears entirely
separate from the degenerate velum, whereas in the early veliger it was
indistinguishable. The animal can extend the mantle slightly beyond
the shell, and by means of retractor muscles withdraw it to about two
thirds its natural size. Even at this early period the mantle serves as a
sensory organ, as the edges are lined with minute cilia and simple
folds nre already noticeable on the borders.
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During the dissoconch or attachment stage, the mantle first takes on
characteristics which ditrerentil1t~ it from the early stages of other
forms. The edges become more folded and knob-like projections grad
ually form at definite places on the border, some to form tentacles,
others the eyes of the scallop. (The development of the eyes and tenta
cles will be considered separately under "Sensory Organs.") The
retractor muscles become stronger, and the mantle is now capable of
greater extension and contraction, withdrawing at points where irritated.
As the animal grows larger the number of retractor muscles of the
mantle increase and are attached in a widening semi-circle far down the
interior of the shell, so that only the outer portion of the mantle hangs
free.

Another important functional change takes place when the so-called
flap of the mantle is formed. This is a thin outgrowth in a perpendicu
lar direction along the entire edge of the mantle, except just beneath
the "ears" near the siphonal openings. The flap, when first formed
during phase 6, is entirely plain, but soon is ornamented with a row of
small tentacles called by Jackson (4) "guard tentacles." With the
formation of the guard flap the animal has become a specialized scallop,
differing from other lamellibranchs. The valves are now held apart,
when resting, in such a way that the opposite flaps almost close the
intervening space. 'Vater can be taken in and shot out of the shell,
giving the scallop the power of swimming.

Closely allied in function with the guard flap is the formation, during
phase 5, of' what is known as the pseudo-siphon, which arises as a
transparent conical projection from the median posterior border of the
mantle. This organ is formed by the concrescence of the mantle edges,
and is not a true siphon, as is found in the clam and quahaug. Func
tionally this pseudo-siphon acts as an excurrent canal to eject water
from the shell. Although it is not used for the purpos~ of swimming,
as is the case with the same region in the adult scallop, it assists the
animal at this period of life in crawling, as simultaneously with the
contraction of the foot a stream of water is ejected from the pseudo
siphon. After each flow of water the siphon is retracted again, to be
extended when the next stream is forthcoming. The pseudo-siphon
disappears before the scallop reaches adult size, and is evidently only
functional during the crawling period.

The mantle, particularly the edge, is beautifully hued with many
colors. The mantle of the scallop at first is a transparent white, which
gradually takes on thEe' colors of the adult mantle. The intensity of the
color varies greatly in the different scallops and is as unexplainable as
the variety of colors in the shell.

The Sense Organs. - The scallop has a well-developed sensory sys
tem of specialized parts, each of which contributes to the maintenance
of life and to the protection to the animaL

(a) Tentacles. - The tentacles in the adult scallop line the border of
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the mantle. There are two kinds: (1) the large, highly extensible tenta
cles, lining the outer edge of the mantle, called by the writer "mantle
tentacles" to distinguish them from (2) the inner or " guard tentacles,"
which lie on the edge of the perpendicular mantle flap. The" mantle
tentacles" comprise several rows, apparently without any definite
arrangement in the adult. When extended they have the appearance
of long, slender white bars covered with minute conical projections,
each tipped with a hair. The" guard tentacles" differ from the former
in extensibility and function. They extend nearly the entire edge of the
mantle flap, except in the region of the two siphonal openings below
the" ears," and evidently act as strainers to keep out foreign substances
from the mantle chamber.

The first specialization of the mantle border, the tentacles, appear
when the growing condition of the animal demands sensitory functions.
They appear soon after the scallop passes the size of .5 of "a millimeter,
just previous to phase 5, when they can be seen fairly well developed.
The first tentacles were noted as conical papillary projections .04 of a
millimeter in height, tipped with single cilia (Fig. 44a) on the border
of the ciliated mantle. Soon another rises close to the first, or more
likely there is a division into two with a granular core between (Fig.
44b). The growth continues by repeated subdivisions and the extension
of the core part of the mantle until a colony of these projections is
formed (Fig. 45), covering a single tube of blood spaces, nerves and
tissue, the tentacle proper. The papillary projections radiate from the
stalk in such a manner as to give it the appearance of a pineapple
(Fig. 46). Such projections are noticeable on the tips of the tentacles
during stage 5 (Fig. 29).

The first tentacles to form are in the ventral region of the mantle
(Fig. 27). When the young scallop has nine large tentacles on each
mantle lobe, it has seven eyes, which alternate with tentacles. At this
stage there are nine slight secondary tentacles which arise between the
large ones and in definite relation to the eyes (Fig. 29). As the scallop
grows the tentacles increase rapidly by this method of interpolation, with
the result that there finally is apparently no definite arrangement of
tentacles and eyes. The first nine tentacles may be styled primary, as
they are much larger than the others, which, taken in the order of their
occurrenee, are called secondary, tertiary, etc. It is interesting to note
(Fig. 29) that no primary tentacle is near the eentral region of the
pseudo-siphon, but that there is one on each side. In scallops of 1%
millimeters these tentaeles when extended measure two-thirds the height
of the animal. The" guard tentacles," on aceount of their function,
are quite different in appearanee from the "mantle tentacles," being
less extensible and heavier.

There are several uses for the tentacles of the young scallop, especially
the primary, which are not functional in the adult. In floating, the
small animal opens the shell, extends the tentacles to full length, and,
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turning the body with right valve uppermost (the reverse of the natural
position), maintains itself on the surface of the water. This habit has
been observed in numerous cases in the aquarium in which scallops
were confined. In scallops over 1 millimeter it appears to be accom
plished by the spreading of the tentacles.

Observers, as Jackson (4), have stated that the animal is assisted by
the tips of the tentacles in crawling, more particularly ,in climbing,
during which the tentacles cling to the sides of the glass. Whether the
extension and clinging of the tentacles is any great help to the foot in
climbing is a matter of doubt, but they undoubtedly rest on the glass
and are extended during both swimming and crawling.

The chief function of the tentacles is sensory. Often the tentacles
of the adult do not respond to external stimuli, as would naturally be
supposed, and in the case of repeated stimulation often fail to react
at all. In scallops of 2 millimeters the tentacles may be made to contract
separately by mechanically stinlUlating one at a time. This nervous
reaction is not general, but if the whole animal is suddenly jarred all
the tentacles are withdrawn with surprising swiftness. The tentacles
of scallops of this size render the animal more sensitive than the
smaller scallops, which do not have the full development of the tentacles.
Thus the sensory nature of the tentacles is proven, and the subsequent
inactivity of the large adults must be accounted for in other ways.

(b) The Eyes. - The most prominent feature of the mantle border
is the fringe of brightly pigmented eyes, which are thickly scattered
along the edge. In the adult there is great variation in the number,
size and order of arrangement. These eyes are comparable with th098
of higher animals, and evidently have a sensory function.

.As stated by Drew (1) the eyes are closely allied to the tentacles, and
are in fact derived from the same source, being nothing more than
modified tentacles. Their situation, origin, time of appearance, arrange
ment, all indicate that the eyes and tentacles are fundamentally the same.

The eyes malte their appearance during phase 5, when the first or
primary set is developed just after the primary tentacles are formed.
The two lower or ventral eyes are formed first, then the eyes near the
hinge line, and the intermediate ones soon after, numbering seven on
each lobe of the mantle. The color of the eyes varies at this age from
a brown to a blue. As can be seen in Fig. 29, the primary eyes and
tentacles are arranged definitely, the eyes being situated on slight pro
jections on the outer fold of the mantle between the tentacles. The
successive development of the eyes is like the tentacles by the formation
of secondary, tertiary, etc., 8ets between the primary eyes, at first
alternating with the tentacles, but later apparently without definite
arrangement. Although the visual function of the scallop's eye has
been a matter of much dispute, there is but slight question that the eye
has its use as a sensitory organ.
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(c) The Otocyst. - The ot{)cyBt, or organ of equilibrium, is situated
in the foot in the young animal. It is first seen in the scallop of the
prodissoconch stage as two vestibules of small size, one on each side
of the foot. Inside the circumference is a clear fluid in which several
small granules are constantly revolving (Fig. 20), evidently due to
ciliary action. These remain prominent in the foot as long as that
organ is relatively the largest part of the body, but are gradually lost
sight of in the visceral mass of the adult scallop.

The Gills. - The gills form during the transition period from the
early veliger to the prodissoconch stage, when they are observed as
simple primitive folds lined with vibrating cilia. At the beginning of
the dissoconch stage the gill is a bar folded into four simple :fIlamentous
processes, covered on the outer edge of the folds by rapidly stroking
cilia (Figs. IS and 20). Later stages show that the bar filaments are
added ventro-posteriorly, first appearing as bud-like processes. The
gills then consist of simple bar filaments so arranged with the longer
ones dorsal that the whole gill has a semi leaf-like appearance. At the
end of the dissoconch period these filaments number between 20 and 25,
while the more mature dorsal bars became enlarged at the free end,
due to their turning back upon themselves. At this time there are two
gills, one on each side of the body, which are the inner gills of the adult.
This later growth marks the beginning of the inner lamella although the
filaments are still separate. The scallop is about 1 millimeter (about
~~ of an inch) in size at this time.

The next change is the formation of two outer gills, which mark the
characteristic structure of the adult. Ju~t previous to the appearance
of the outer gills the animal has two inner gills of about seventeen
filaments. Small;I buds" arise on the upper edge at the posterior end
of the gill, and increase rapidly in size and number. It is curious that
the development of the outer gills stnrts at the posterior instead of the
anterior end, exactly reverse to the formation of the inner gill. In a
1%,-millimeter scallop sixteen filaments were counted on the outer gill,
in a 1.S-millimeter scallop t.wenty-eigbt, and by the time the animal had
reached the size of 3 millimeters the gills had the same appearance as
in the adult. The inner gills arc reflected inward, the outer gills fold
outward to form the second lamella.

The later changes are more complicated and not so conspicuous. The
filaments appear to become united, but on close examination this union
is found to be due to the interlocking of ciliat.ed discs on the posterior
and anterior sides of each filament, giving the appearance of interfila
mental cross bars. The :fIlaments are joined in groups or bands of seven
or eight. A 4-millimeter scallop has about ten bands, a 5-millimeter
specimen twenty-five. The lamellm are also attached at intervals by a
fine septum.

The gills are at all times very· sensitive. When touched with a pencil
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they immediately contract. If a few drops of formalin are placed in
the water near a small scallop a sudden clapping of the valves frequently
shoots out • detached portion of the gills.

The Adductor Musc'e. - According to Jackson (4) the revolution of
the axis has brought about the loss of the anterior and retention of the
posterior adductor muscle in the adult Pecten. Naturally, as with the
o)"ster, there is one period of life, the early veliger stage, when the ante
rior adductor is present. Then follows an intervening stage where
both are presumably present, and finally, by the time of the dissoconch
singe, the anterior adductor has disappeared. Sharp (15), like Jackson,
favors the view that the mechanical shifting of the axis of the shell has
caused the atrophy of the anterior and the subsequent enlargement of
the posterior adductor. In the adult the muscle is formed of two parts,
a large anterior and a small posterior division. The relative increase in
size of the muscle between 3 and 10 millimeter scallops is more rapid
than the forination of the shell, the muscle increasing sixteen times, the
shell only eleven times, in volume, and is possibly due to the need at
this period of a larger muscle.

The Foot. - As the functions of the foot are given in chapter IV.,
under "Locomotion" and "Attachment," little needs to be said here.
From the relatively largest organ in the scallop during its dissooonch
stage, the foot rapidly becomes smaller, owing to degeneration and lack
of use, until in the adult it is but a small projection on the antero-dorsal
surface of the visceral mass.

The Visceral Mass. - The degeneration of the foot marks the growth
of the visceral mass, which contains the reproductive organs and the
coils of the digestive tract. It is first noticeable to the naked eye in the
3-millimeter scallop as a mere speck on the ventral surface of the foot.
The reproductive organs are the last to mature and the last to be of use
to the animal before its decline, which theoretically starts at the com
pletion of spawning. Even at this early stage it is covered with the
black pigment so prominent in the adult. A white streak running along
the anterior edge marks the situation of the testes. The rest of the
mass is covered with the pigment. The surface area of this mass for a
l3-millimeter scallop is ten times greater than for a 3-millimeter animal.
The intestine does not form a part of the mass until the scallop has
attained a size of 8 millimeters, when the coils are enveloped. The
visceral mass continues to increase in size until in the adult it is the
largest part of the body.

l'he Digestive System.
(a) The Palps. - The palps are formed soon after the disappearance

of the velum, and there possibly may be some connection between the
two as the velum disappears in the vicinity of the palps. At flrst they
are simple folds, as in the average lamellibranch, and not until later do
they assume the ruilled form which is characteristic of the adult.
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(b) The Mouth ana (Esophagus. - The primitive mouth and resoph
agus in the veliger consisted of a simple ciliated funnel leading into the
stomach. At this period the edges of the mouth were covered with cilia,
and the palps had not made their appearance, the only fundamental
difference between the mouth of the veliger and of the adult.

(c) The Stomach. - The stomach of the veliger can be discerned
beneath the liver through the transparent shell. The walls are lined
with cilia. The adult stomach is more specialized by the formation at
the posterior end of the articulating receptacle for the head of the
crystalline style, by its larger size, and the ridges and folds which line
its inner surface. Its development is gradual with the rest of the soft
parts of the scallop, but cannot be traced in the young scallop after the
veliger stage, owing to the dark covering of the liver.

(d) The LAver. - The liver appears in the veliger stage as two glands
on each side of the stomach, and rapidly spreads out to cover that
organ, so that in the developed veliger the most conspicuous object is the
large liver mass in the center of the animal, with its granular colored
appearance. As the scallop grows older, the liver takes on a darker
color, which in the adult is an extremely dark brown, whereas in the
young scallop, even up to 15 millimeters, it is a light brown or occa
sionally a yellow brown.

(e) The Intestine. - The intestine of the veliger when first formed
is a simple tube curving downward and backward from the stomach.
In a few hours the digestive processes have necessitated greater use of
this organ and it has accordingly elongated by forming a coil in the
Ilpper part of the mantle chamber above the stomach and liver. The
entire length of the tube is lined with cilia, and the food particles can
be seen rotating within. The successive development of the intestine,
exclusive of the formation of the crystalline style, which lies in a folded
groove in the portion near the stomach, is chiefly that of elongation by
means of coiling. 'When the scallop attains the size of 8 millimeters
the coils of the intestine are inclosed by the visceral mass, or rather
are seen to be enfolded in that substance, and are carried ventral as the
mass increases in size. The anal opening passes during this development
from a position dorsal to the adductor muscle to a more ventral situa
tion in the adult, thus further increasing the length of the digestive
tract, which passes through the central chamber of the heart.

Coloring of the ShelZ.

The numerous color variations in the shells of young scallops render
them conspicuous among other objects on the tidal beaches. Scallops
are found of all shades, ranging from the plain color to the striped
varieties, with hardly two alike, and are on this account often gathered
for ornamental or decorative purposes. The popularity of the scallop
shell is ancient, as history tells us that this shell was the device on tha
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shield of many a crusader, and that through all ages it has been regarded
as an object of beauty.

Naturally, various questions on the subject of shell coloration arise,
such as (1) the nature of the coloring matter; (2) where and how it
appears; (3) the variations; (4) do scallops change color' (5) is color
due to inheritance or environment' In connection with the growth
experiments on young scallops the following notes were made.

Coloring Matter in the Shell. -In scallops from 3 to 10 millimeters
the brown coloring matter is the predominating shade. When mounted
on a slide after having been treated with acid the c~lored shells leave a
brown outline of various intensities on the glass, according to the
depth of the color, while the pure white are barely discernible in outline,
showing that the brown coloring matter resists the action of the acid.
Other colors, as black and red, are of ditl'erent origin and disappear
under the action of acids.

The Appearance of the Color. - The lower or right valve of the
scallop shows the color best. The upper valve is usually darker, of
plainer hue, and covered with growths such as eel grass, sea lettuce,
Enteromorpha and numerous smaller plant forms. In the young scal
lops the color of the two valves is the same, and only when the upper
becomes coated over is any ditl'erence apparent. In the adult the lower
valve is much lighter in color than the upper.

The time of appearance varies greatly. Albino scallops, which do
not seem to have any coloring matter in the shell, are found in all sizes
up to 1lh inches. As they grow older the pure white color takes on
a yellowing or grayish hue. Scallops the size of the head of a pin may
have more color than scallops the diameter of a lead pencil. The pro
dissoconch is unpigmented; occasionally in the dissoconch stage little
spots of color make their appearance, but no decided coloration takes
place before the plications begin to form, when the scallop assumes in
a minor degree the color patterns of the adult.

Calar Variation. - The color of the shell varies greatly, especially
with the young. All varieties from a pure white to a grayish-black,
as well as a red variety, can be distinguished. The common marking
is a mottled or striped appearance, undoubtedly the intermediate forms
between the pure color types, as it is possible to arrange a series of
shells showing these gradations. The color marking of the young seal
lops offers an excellent field for the student of variation.

Young scallops from 1ft to 10 millimeters can be readily divided int~

two main classes, using color as a basis of separation. Some are dark
brown with a white fringe, while others range from a light yellow to a
transparent white. It scems strange that scallops of the same set and
size should present so much difference in color, and that different colors
are often found on the same place of attachment.

In white scallops 2 to 3 millimeters a yellow pigment is frequently
found in the grooves between the ridges, whereas in the adults these
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furrows are colorless. Yellow markings are found on these small scal
lops below the hinge line in scattered patches about the umbo.

Do Scallops change Color as they grow older' - In 1906 the follow
ing experiments were made: Scallops of the 1906 set, ranging from
10 to 20 millimeters, were obtained from Stage Harbor, Chatham.
These were sorted according to color and placed in wire baskets and
suspended from the raft at Monomoy Point. On Sept. 7, 1906, they
were put on the raft, and on Oct. 23, 1906, the color changes noted.
A similar experiment was made with smaller scallops, about 3 milli
meters in size, from August 15 to September 15.

These two observations indicate that there is a slight change in color
from white to medium and from medium to dark, or that the scallop
shell acquires as it grows older a darker shade. The dark scallops
always remain the same, while the light-colored ones gradually takfJ
on a darker hue which never becomes very intense. Scallops between
3 and 12 millimeters vary in deepening their color, some requiring one
week, others three, before any appreciable change is noticeable.

Is Color hereditary or dt4e to the Environment1-The color of the
shell seems to be an inherent quality and not influenced radically by
the environment. An orange-colored scallop is always orange color,
as has been shown by keeping record of the same colored scallops in
wire baskets, and a small orange-colored scallop will always remain
the same color, no matter how large it becomes. Color i~ not wholly
unaffect~d by environment, as modifying changes occur; but in the main
it is a constant quantity. The nature of the surface to which the scal
lops are attached does not seem to determine the color of the shell, as
on light-colored wooden boxes 150 out of 1,100 scallops were dark
colored, while the remainder of the scallops, which measured from 2 to
3 millimeters, were of a lighter hue. This shows that environment does
not regulate the color formation of the shell, as both dark and light
colored scallops are found on the same surface. It is perhaps worthy
of notice that the majority, 86% per cent., were light colored, while
the rest, only 13% per cent., were dark. The conclusion is that environ
ment, while perhaps tending to modify the coloration, does not deter
mine the true color of the scallop, which is an inherent quality in the
animal.

An interesting experiment could possibly be made in regard to color
inheritance if certain mechanical difficulties in the line of artificial
propagation could be overcome. It would be of scientific interest to
know whether scallops of a certain color would transmit this color to
their off~pring, and if 80 in what proportions. To accomplish this it
would be necessary to have inclosed spawning ponds in which the
seallops of the required color could be separated from the rest. At
present, owing to the difficulties in the breeding of scallops, this is not
possible, and an experiment of this nature will have to be postponed
until artificial breeding is more fully perfected.
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CHAPTER IV. - HABITS.

The story of the scallop would hardly be complete without some
mention of its interesting and curious habits, which not only explain
the anatomical structure, but also throw further light upon the life
history. The methods of life of the young scallop are for the most part
different from those of the adult, and are typical of stages in the de
velopment of the animal. A change in the function of an organ causes
a corresponding change in its form, and practices once useful are dis
carded for others better adapted to the needs of the growing animal.
Throughout early life can be traced a steady development, culminating
in the adult method of life. For this reason the habits of the young,
with the exception of swimming and resting, have been considered
separately in the following chapter, and as far as possible arranged in
logical sequence.

ATTACHMENT.

After the free swimming period of its early existence, one of the most
prominent habits of the young scallop is the power of attachment,
which occurs at the completion of its embryonic existence. This func
tion not only proves a great help in growth, marking a new era in shell
formation, but renders the immature animal less liable to attack from
its numerou.s enemies.

1'he Set. - The" set" takes place when the young scallop attaches
itself to any foreign object by means of threads secreted from a gland
in the foot. The animal, at the proper time, settles or strikes against
some object in the water, and clings to the point of attachment with
its foot until the thread or byssus is spun. The frequency of " set " on
eel grass is best explained by the hypothesis that the swimming scallop
at this critical period of its life is carried by the current against the
upright blades, where it clings with the foot until the byssus thread
is formed. Larger scallops have been observed to swim to the sides of
the aquaria and support themselves on the slippery glass by the foot
alone until the attachment by the byssus was accomplished. The great
numbers of young scallops found on the sides of spat boxes lowered
from a raft moored in 20 feet of water show that the means of first
attaining this attachment was by clinging with the foot when the animal
came in contact with the box.

Young scallops attach themselves to eel grass, shells, stones, etc., but
are generally first noticed by the fisherman on eel grass or sea lettuce,
where they remain until they reach adult age. Scallops are found on
both the upper and the under side of eel grass, usually 3 to 6 inches
from the bottom being the locality of the heaviest set. mva (sea
lettuce) seems to offer a better place of attaehment than eel grass, as
it may be carried for miles by the currents and "seed" scallops may
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be transferred in this way from one locality to another. Shallow flats
covered with thick eel grass are usually the most productive of heavy
"sets," although the exposed nature of these flats during the winter
often causes a severe mortality among the young scallops.

The exact conditions governing the set in anyone locality are diffi
cult to observe. The primary requisite is something to which the attach
ment can be made. This is usually eel grass. In a number of cases
heavy "sets" are found in the still water on the sides of a swift
current. This is often the case at the entrance to harbors where eel
grass flats line the channel. The spread of the incoming or outgoing
waters carnes with it the young larvm, which, striking the eel grass in
the still water, settle upon the waving blades.

The Byssus (Fig. 43). - The young scallop after its free swimming
existence attaches itself by slender strands of hard, gelatinous material
to the first suitable object with which it comes in contact. This bundle
of threads is called the byssus, and is similar in function to the anchor
ing strands, the "beard" or "weed," of the common black mussel.
The number of fibers composing the byssus depends upon the size of
the scallop and the length of time attached, as but one thread is formed
at a time, and the total number is not at once completed. As the scallop
increases in size, the number of strands increase in proportion to the
added \veight. The environment may also determine the strength of
the byssus, as scallops exposed to the strong winds and wave action
necessarily need more anchoring strands.

The byssal threads pass from a gland in the foot out through an
indentation in the lower or right valve of the scallop to the surface of
the foreign object to which they are attached by minute discs. This
indentation, directly under the anterior "ear," is the so-called byssal
notch, which has already been described in chapter III. Along this
groove are little projecting teeth or knobs, which develop in the later
part of the dissoconch stage soon after the attainment of the byssal
attachment. The use of these teeth is not known, but appears to be
related to the byssal habit. Possibly they are of use in separating the
strands. In scallops under one year of age these teeth number four to
five, but in the majority of old specimens they are entirely absent,
evidently disappearing when the byssus becomes practically useless,
as the last formed teeth are rounded instead of sharply pointed. The
manner of disappearance is readily shown by breaking the valve along
the byssal groove and observing the line of teeth which -have been en
veloped in the adult shell. As they are formed at the same time that
the byssus becomes functional, and disappear when that organ is no
longer of use, there seems little doubt that their use is closely correlated
with that of the byssus.

The following excellent description of the process of byssal fixation
is given by Jackson (4):-
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Lying on the right valve, the foot is extended on the surface of the dish,
the 1lattened distal portion taking a firm hold as if about to crawl. This
position ill maintained for a moment or two and then the foot ill withdrawn
within the body; by the motion of retraction it draws out, or spins, the
bysBaI thread, which the creature had fixed to the surface of the dish while
the foot was laid closely against it. Soon the foot is again extended, pressed
flatly against the dish, and another byssal thread is spun. The second
bysBaI thread is always attached at a point a little removed from the point
of fixation of the first thread; sometimes the two are separated by a dis
tance of two or more millimeters. Additional threads may be spun; but
three was a common number with specimens in confinement. Those on the
bar, especially the larger individuals, frequently spun a large number of
threads in the byssus. The byssal gland is situated in a proximal cleft·like .
depression in the foot separate from the more distal cleft-like depression
which serves the animal in crawling, so that between the two there is a
slight interspace without a cleft. Frequently when forming the byssus the
foot may be arched up in this interspace, the hold being maintained by the
tip of the foot and at the Bame time the byssal cleft being pressed closely
against the glass, so as to make the fixation of the byssal thread. While
spinning the byssus the scallop is preoccupied, and pays little attention to
prickB or stimuli which at other times would meet with immediate response.

The following notes, which give additional information as to the
length of time, were made on a 6-millimeter scallop confined in a small
aquarium (Figs. 5lHiO).

The scallop lay in an unnatural position on its left or upper valve
on the hottom of the glaBS dish. At 10.15 it extended its foot perpen
dicular to its body, lashing it to and fro with a wavy motion, until it
was extended to its full length. Then, at 10.15%, it placed the tip on
the bottom in a cautious manner. Soon after attaching the tip the
scallop contracted the foot, snapping its valves in such a way as to force
a jet of water from the posterior edge of the shell. This movement
forced the body ahead with a partial turn. The scallop thereupon with
drew the foot, shooting two additional jets of water from the posterior
pseudo-siphon. During these maneuvers a one-stranded byssus had been
formed and was completed by 10.17. The byBBUS gland, meanwhile, had
been in contact with the bottom of the dish, and the thread was formed
by the opening of the groove and the hardening of the horny mate
rial by contact with water. Another scallop of the same size was twice
observed to spin a bYBSal thread in four minutes, each time swimming
through the water with foot extended in the interval between the attach
ments.

Period of Attachment. - The scallop can cast off the byssus at will,
and soon spin another. The threads are broken off at the byssal gland,
where they are closely united, and left adhering to the object of attach
ment (Fig. 43). This habit is altoge~her voluntary or under the effet'ts
of external stimuli. The early life of the scallop thus consists of a
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series of attachments and dislodgments, with intervening periods of
crawling or swimming.

The power of byssal fixation is first noticeable at the beginning of the
dissoconch stage, when the young animal is found on eel grass and
other objects. The free swimming period of the veliger has just passed
and the scallop has entered upon a new existence, that of crawling
and attachment. The scallop retains the power of byssal fixation
throughout life, but seldom makes use of it after the first year. Scallops

• fifteen to sixteen months old have been frequently observed fastened to
eel grass and to each other, showing that byssal attachment even at this
late period in life is by no means uncommon. Perhaps scallops over
one year old find little use for the byssus, as, owing to their size, there is
less danger of their washing ashore in heavy winds. A twelve-month
seallop has been seen to attach itself to the bottom of the aquarium
twice within forty-eight hours. .

Observations on the Attachment. - The byssal thread is strong and
flexible, as the 6-millimeter scallop when firmly attached can be revolved
at least 360 0 without breaking the strands (Figs. 52-54).

A curious attachment was noticed in a 2lf2-millimeter scallop on Aug.
3, 1908. The scallop was hanging by a bysSllI thread apparently from
the surface of the water. The distal end of the byssus seemed attached
to a small bit of mucus on the surface of the water, which was bowed
down by the weight of the scallop. The valves of the little animal were
apart, the tentacles extended, aud the foot was lashing around with a
wavy motion. The point of attachment was touched with the tip of a
pencil, whereupon the byssus stuck to it so that the scallop could be
raised to the surface and towed around the dish. The pencil point was
then lowered gently in the water and the scallop remained suspended
from the surface as before. This was repeated with the same result.
The pencil was thrust through the water until it touched the scallop,
which east off its byssus at once.

Young scallops swim with the foot extended, and if the foot comes
in contact with an object, such as the side of the aquarium, the animal
elaps the valves rapidly, as if to keep its balance until the foot becomes
firmly attached. The movement might be likened to the fluttering of a
hen when flying on to a roost. The foot is then drawn in, and the
animal remains hanging to that corner of the shell by means of a quickly
spun byssus. If the scallop strikes the side of the aquarium with any
other portion of' its body it does not have the power or perhaps the
intelligence to swing the body around so that the foot will strike the
glass. This observation shows that the scallop of 2 millimeters and over
gains its position on the sides of the aquarium as frequently by swim
ming as by the more laborious method of crawling up the sides.

Value of the Attachment. - The value of the byssus as a protective
factor is at once apparent when one considers the rough conditions to



54 THE SCALLOP FISHERY

which the scallop is often I.'ubjected. If it were not for some means of
holding fast to the eel grass or other supports, the heavy storms would
wash the small animals IIShore. So possibly this power has been devel
oped by natural selection for the protection of the scallop. Also, nature
hIlS acted wisely in making the attachment and climbing powers of the
scallop supplementary, lIS the climbing habit is necessary to enable
the scallop to reach a place of attachment, or, when attached, to find a
better location.

Spat Collecting. - The attachment period in the life of the scallop •
naturally offers the best opportunity for the capture of "seed." When
this period of life is reached in the case of the oyster, the planter puts
into the water large quantities of shells, on which the young oyster may
" set" or permanently attach itself by a calcareous fixation. The
scallop, unlike the oyster, has no power of calcareous fixation, and the
byssus is not a' permanent attachment. If found desirable, old nets,
frayed rope, boxes, etc., hung in a moderate current, should furnish an
excellent means of collecting spat. Although seallop larvm were plenti
ful in the water, no natural set on the eel grass occurred during the
summer of 1906 in the Powder Hole at Monomoy Point. Nevertheless,
on boxes and frayed rope, lowered for spat collecting from a raft, 1,200
small scallops were obtained in a few square feet of surface. At the
present time there is no distinct need of spat collecting, as "seed" is
superabundant in many localities. The young dissoconch scallops usu
ally are attached by one byssal thread.

LoCOMOTION.

The young scallop depends greatly upon its powers of locomotion to
enable it to maintain the struggle for existence, to seek new fields and
t.o escape its enemies. Early movement is shown by the swimming of
the ciliated embryo, an entirely distinct process from the same function
in the adult scallop. Between intervals of attachment it moves by
crawling with the foot either along the level or clinging to perpendicular
surfaces, a considerably slower method than the earlier habit. Later,
the swimming powers of the adult gradually appear, although the
scallop still maintains its crawling powers. 'l'here is a gradual develop
ment in· its methods of locomotion comparable to changes in its life,
each of which are adapted to the special needs of the animal.

CranlUng. - The scallop, long before it lost the faculty of swimming
with its foot, had the power of crawling, although it did not wholly rely
upon this method. When the body became too heavy to swim success
fully with the foot, the animal depended entirely upon the latter means
of locomotion. Later, when the swimming habits of the adult made their
appearance, the young scallop used both, assisting the act of crawling
by shooting a stream of water from the posterior edge of the shell in
unison with the contraction of the foot. Crawling is accomplished by
three muscular actions of the foot, extension, holding and contraction
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(Figs. 55-57). Before starting to move the scallop projects its foot,
waving it several times around, as if to reconnoiter. Then, suddenly
becoming bold it stretches out this organ in a decided manner. The
foot is elongated about the length of the body by the contraction of
the circular muscles, which is called a "thinning wave" by the Ger-.
man. The free end is firmly set by a sucker-like arrangement, and
a "thickening wave," caused by the contraction of the longitudinal
muscles, passes toward the shell. The foot movement is roughly com
parable to the creeping of an earthworm. The shortening of the foot
jerks the shell forward, the movement being strengthened by the clap
ping of the valves, which send out a current of water posteriorly from
the pseudo-siphon, as is indicated by the moving specks of dirt in the
water. The valves shut when the longitudinal muscles contract and
open with the contraction of the circular muscles, giving a jerky motion
to the crawling.

The scallop may change its direction in crawling by setting the tip
of the foot to either side of the line of motion. When the foot contracts
the shell is swung around very effectively. As the animal has never
been observed to crawl backward, a frequent maneuver with young clams
and quahaugs of this age, it probably reverses its direction by a series
of these movements. The animal often changes its base of crawling
from the face of the right valve to the free edges of both valves. In
this case the valves are so tilted that the posterior portion of the free
edge is uppermost, thus making the anterior posterior axis perpendicular
to the surface on which it crawls. (The above observations were made
on 1 to 2 millimeter scallops.)

An early dissoconch scallop (phase 4) was observed to take a peculiar
position on the bottom of a watch glass. It raised itself on to the edge
of the shell with the anterior end high in the water, the foot extended,
waving back and forth. "'nether it did this by other aid than the lash
ing of its foot could not be ascertained, but it gracefully rose on edge.
A similar maneuver was observed in a 1%-millimeter scallop. Evidently
this habit is useful in turning over when the young scallop finds itself
on the wrong valve.

In a young scallop about 1 millimeter in size (phase 5) the following
rate of traveling was observed. The heart beats faster when the scallop
is crawling than when the animal i~ resting. Occasionally all visible
cardiac movement ceases for short periods during the resting stage. The
rate of beat when crawling is about 100, when resting 85, per minute.
The first series of eontinuous movements permitted the animal to cover
the space of 5 millimeters in thirty seconds. On a second trial the
scallop was able to cover the same distance in twenty seconds, taking six
movements. Taking an approximate average the scallop would be able
to cover 1 inch in two minutes, or thirty times its length, if it traveled
consecutively.

The crawling stage enn be divided into three periods: (1) swimming
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and crawling by means of the foot with its ciliated tip; (2) the true
crawling stage, where locomotion is by means of the foot; this is found
only in the early dissoconch scallop and is of short duration; (3) crawl
ing with the foot and swimming by a clapping of the valves, as in the
adult. The actual use of the foot for crawling covers a long period,
as the animal continues to creep more or less until it reacbes a size of
I % inches, when the foot becomes too small for this purpose.

Climbing. - Climbing rather than horizontal crawling seems to be
the natural instinct of the young scallop, which seems to prefer going
up the sides of an aquarium to crawling over the bottom. Young scal
lops 0.6 to 0.8 of a millimeter, placed in a glass dish, climb up the sides
until they find a place for attachment by the byssus, crawling over or
around obstacles with equal readiness. A needle was placed before a
crawling scallop, and it climbed np this for se\-eral millimeters before it
found a resting place. The usual point of attachment is just below the
surface, but the scallop may encase itself in a drop of water somewhat
above this level. The scallops do not climb out of the water, as evi
dently the siphon helps the foot in the work of climbing and it is
impossible for the animals to lift the increased weight of the body.

Scallops do not progress with such rapidity as in crawling, as the
animal is forced to support its weight when making each extension
of the foot. In the larger scallops the action of the foot is aided
by the tentacles, which at times seem to offer support as the animal
rests against the sides of the glass dish. The pseudo-siphon on the
posterior side of the mantle aids by forcing a jet of water from the
shell at the same time that the foot contracts. Evidently the scallop
maintains its position for the most part by means of the foot, which
makes a double bend so that a second part near the b)'llSal gland touches
the surface. Possibly by using this portion as an elbow, in the same
manner as when the byssus is formed, it is able to cling to the support.
Ordinarily the lift comes directly upon the end of the foot, as scallops
have been observed hanging on the sides of the dish by merely the tip,
and to pull themselves up by the contraction of the foot alone. Part
of the contracted foot then rests on the glass, and the distal end lengthens
out, searching for another resting place.

It was observed that 25-milJimeter (I-inch) scallops could climb
for a distance of 4 to 5 inches on a smooth, perpendicular surface. The
larger scallops were not 80 active as the smaller, and the 25-millimeter
size seems to mark the end of the climbing activity of the animal, the
foot evidently being unable to support the heavier body.

The use of the climbing power is connected with the attachment of
the scallop. Whenever the animal is shaken from its point of location
it can climb back to another perch on the eel grass. There seems no
selection in the climbing instinct, only a tendency to mount upwards.
It is also possible, when the set strikes the eel grass, that the scallops
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may have to climb to get their proper positions. If it were not for
the ability to climb upon the eel grass again, many. detached scallops
would undoubtedly perish.

Turning Over. - The young sc8.Ilop (Figs. 49-51) possesses several
resources by which it may orient itself when placed on its upper valve.
There are two general means, one by help of the foot and the other by
the clapping of the valves. With the small scallop the use of the worm
like foot is the primitive method of getting into a natural position.
When scallops from 1 to 1% millimeters are placed on their left valve,
they at first appear uneasy. After a few moments the animal thrusts
out its foot, waves it around as if seeking a foothold, and finally ap
plies the cleft tip to the bottom of the glaBS dish with a twisting motion.
By this movement the shell is pulled so that the hinge line is resting
on the bottom of the dish (Fig. 50), and the scallop pries itself oyer in
the opposite direction, naturally falling into its right position. This
operation is frequently aided by a slight opening and shutting of the
valves. The quickest way of turning over in case of the older scallops
is by clapping the valves, which flips the animal from one side to the
other. The animal may turn in a lateral direction on the hinge, but
the usual turn is anterior or posterior, either toward the foot or away
from it. Another means is to swim with foot extended, usually landing
proper side up.

Rate of Traveling. - Observations were made on the rate of travel
ing of 3-millimeter scallops, placed both on the right and left valves.
Scallop A, resting in an'unnatural position on the upper (left) valve,
compared with scallop B, resting on the lower valve, did not exhibit
as great speed or travel so great a distance. Although young scallops
do not seem to be as uncomfortable as the old when placed on the
left side, they do not move so rapidly as in a natural position. Out
of 19 consecutive moves scallop B showed 11 greater and 7 less than
scallop A, while one was the same distance. Scallop A traveled a
total distance of 190 millimeters in thirty minutes, but actually gained
only 37 millimeters, owing to its random movements. The same ir
regularity, .in spite of its greater speed, which is accounted for by the
foot having a more direct line of tension for the single left retractor
when the animal lies on the right side, was noticed on scallop B. The
animals may move for some time without going far, and may even
return to the exact place of starting. The distribution of scallops at
this age is probably deternllned more by wind and current than by any
movements of the animal itself.

Swimming. - The first attempt at swimming occurs 'when the sur
face cells of the scallop embryo acquire cilia. The succession of rotary,
circular and straight line movements of the larva have already been
described for this period, and likewise for the early veliger, with
its ciliated velum or swimming organ. Also, the change from the
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swimming veliger to the larva which swims by a kicking motion of the
foot has been given in chapter III.

The adult swiniming characteristics appear at the beginning of the
plicated· stage, after the mantle has become specialized. During and
just previous the scallop has passed through a stage in the evolution
of swimming, which, though closely associated with crawling, is the
bond that shows its relationship with other lamellibranchs, such as
the clam and quahaug. It is the " pseudo-siphon stage," so named from
an organ formed by the edge of the mantle on the posterior side of thl!
animal. In crawling, water is ejected from this opening with sufficient
force to throw the animal ahead. It is interesting to note that this
movement is the first indication of swimming in the animal, and that
it is comparable to similar conditions in the other shellfish, which have
fully formed siphons in the adult. The description of the adaptability
of the anatomical parts of Pecten tennicostatus (Mighels) for swim
ming, as given by Drew (1), applies equally well to Pecten irradiaftS,
and is here quoted:-

Pecten is one of the ablest swimmers among lamellibrancbs. The whole
structure of the animal is modified for this purpose. The valves have be
come rounded in outline, flattened and comparatively light. The anterior
adductor muscle has been lost, and the posterior adductor muscle, which is
very powerful, is situated near the middle of the body. The cartilage has
become well developed, BO the shell may be opened quickly when the muscle
relaxes, and the hinge line is straight, so there may be no unneeessary
strains in opening and closing the shell. Each gill is attached by one
lamella only, so water in the temporary cloacal chamber may be thrown out
without injuring the gills, and the gills and margins of the mantle are
provided with muscles to withdraw them from the margins of the shell
when the shell is closed. Furthermore, the margins of the mantle are pro
vided with infolded ridges and with circular muscles, so it is possible to
direct the current of water which issues from the shell in the required direc
tion.

The only striking difference in the swimming of the young plicated
scallop and the adult is the extension of the foot by the former, possibly
a characteristic retained from the old method of swimming with the
foot. In all the swimming of the young the foot is thrust out to it'J
full extent, and possibly assists the animal through the water, either
by its waving motion or by its cilia. .

The following excellent account of the method of swimming of the
adult Pecten is given by Jackson (4):-

It is best to study the swimming in young Pectens BOme 3 centimeters
high, as at that age it is more easily seen than in adults, and does not
differ from what may be observed in them. Lying on the bottom, with
tentacles extended, the scallop suddenly folds the guard tentacles back BO
that they lie closely against the outer border of the perpendicular mantla
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wall. The valves are then closed by a quick action of the adductor muscle
and water is forcibly expelled. The first water expelled is driven out pos
teriorly in the direction of the arrow A (Fig. 61), and if this were the only
or the main direction in which a current is expel1ed the animal would by
impact of water be impelled in the opposite direction or anteriorly; but the
action of swimming is more complicated than this would indicate. When
the valves have closed to a slight extent the borders of the two thick, per
pendicular mantle wal1s come in contact and then no more water passes
out as indicated by arrow A, but instead, during further closure of the
valves, it is forcibly ejected from the lower border of one ear, where the
mantle wall is low and thin, as indicated by the arrow B (Fig. 61).

The water expel1ed at the point B is the most forceful current and
probably of the greatest volume; "by its means the creature is impel1ed in
the direction of the arrow C. The valves open quickly and clap again. The
second time, BS before, the first water is driven out posteriorly; but when
the mantle walls come in contact, the direction of the excurrent water is
again changed, and is forced out from the lower border of one ear, in the
direction of the arrow D (Fig. 62); being the strongest current, it impels
the animal in the direction of the arrow E. This striking difference is
noted, viz., that at suceetlllive claps the water is driven out from alternate
ears, :first on one side and then on the other. The resultant action of the
several currents and successive claps, illustrated in Figs. 61, 62, is, therefore,
to drive the animal in the direction of the free borders of the valves, or
posteriorly. It is due to the alternate expulsion of the water first from
one ear and then from the other, as described, that the animal presents a
sueeeesion of zigzag jerks in swimming. The direction of the current
alternately to the two ears appears to be voluntary, as scallops can scuttle
over the bottom of a dish in a sidelong direction by successively expelling
the water at each clap from one and the same ear. The action of the first
current of water expelled posteriorly, before the mantle walls come in contact,
gives the animal an upward jerk, and it is in virtue of this jerk, combined
with the momentum in a posterior direction, that it maintains its position
on the surface of the water, and also the high angle to the surface which
it pretl8nts in swimming. The current driven out posteriorly in the initial
closure of the valves is 80 powerful that water may be squirted by adults
to the height of five inches or more from the surface by this action.

A few additional observations upon the swimming habit may not be.
out of place. Scallops acquire the power of swimming at an early age,
as they are able to swim ill the manner described above soon after they
attain 1 millimeter in size. The swimming habit is adopted when the
scallop becomes less proficient in moving with the foot, owing to the
increasing weight of its body.

Scallops are capable of JDo\-ements in other directions than described
in the above paragraph. Specimens 8 to 10 millimeters in size,
when approached ventl'811y with the point of a pencil, snap their valves
together and dart back in a dorsal direction, evidently to get away from
the pencil, which they allow to get within reach of their tentacles before
moving. The water is expelled with a quick squirt from the ventral
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portion of the valves. The distance covered on the back dart was about
10 millimeters. This observation was made several times on different
scallops, and is interesting, as it shows that the scallop can force water
from different parts of its shell, in this case exactly at right angles to
its usual direction. Darts can likewise be made in either an anterior
or a posterior direction, showing that the body can be forced in any
desired course by changing the point of expulsion of water from the
shell. This habit is of a protective benefit to the animal, as the ordinary
method of locomotion would be such as to carry it to an advancing
enemy rather than allow its escape by a backward "shoot." This
method is closely associated with the tactile functions of the tentacles,
and it is only when stimulated that the scallop makes use of it.

RESTING.

The young scallops as well as the old have periods of rest, during
which they probably feed or merely lie inactive. There are three kinds
of"reet: (1) the scallop attached by the byssus; (2) lying unattached on
the bottom; (3) floating on the surface of the water.

Attachment. - This position has been defined under "Byssal At
tachment," and only the appearance of the scallop needs description.
The animal is probably ill a feeding position, the mantle with its tenta
cles is extended, the heart beats slowly, and the food particles rotate
in the digestive tract. In this position the animal is keenly sensitive
to stimuli and if touched closes its valves at once.

Resting on the Bottom. - During the intervals of crawling the young
scallops often rest on the bottom for a long time. Even in this resting
position part of the internal anatomy is constantly moving. The cilia
in the gills, in the digestive tract and on the foot are always lashing,
while the foot is often restless and writhes within the shell. The tenta
cles are generally extended and the shell gapes slightly open. The heart
action is less rapid than in crawling and at certain times seems to have
ceased.

The natural resting position of. the adult scallop is on the right valve
on the bottom. Very seldom, and then only owing to accidental over
turning, does it rest on the left valve. Often on a coarse sand bottom,
especially in winter, the scallop excavates a shallow hole in the sand
and lies passive, half concealed in its burrow. This habit may be pro
tecth'e in severe winters.

Drifting. - Scallops frequently drift just below the surface of the
water, with the right valve uppermost, some with shells nearly closed,
others with tentacles and foot extended (Fig. 47). The foot evidently
needs to gmsp some object before the animal can control the direction
of the motion. If one of the drifting animals is jostled with a needle
it sinks to the bottom, probably taking in a little water. Scallops as
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large as 10 millimetel'8 have this habit of floating, and scallops of 6
millimeters are often found with tentacles widely spread out. The
reverse position of the animal, the right or lower valve being uppermost,
is not so unnatural as may seem at first, as it can be likened to the crawl
ing of a fly on the ceiling. The surface of the water acts as a wall
upon which the scallop, with its extended foot, can rest. Pecten and
Anomia have been observed apparently crawling, right valve up, on the
surface of the water in the same manner as on the bottom, only in a
reversed position, evidently in a similar manner to snails, by mucous
secretion.

In the case of the small scallops, the tentacles, which appear to sup
port the larger scallops, are not essential for floating. Very small disso
conch scallops, before the formation of tentacles, have the floating
habit, and do not depend, therefore, on the tentacles to support them.
The habit of floating is useful in that it probably allows the scallop
the opportunity to get a better supply of oxygen, and to be carried from
one locality to another or from one stalk of eel grass to the next by the
current.

MIGRATION.

Many remarkable stories concerning the movement and migratory
habits of the common shallow-water scallop have long circulated among
the fishermen. Several writel'8 have described schools of scallops ill
the act of skipping and swimming over the surface of the water, and
have attributed to this species the migratory powel'8 of fish. Scallops
are reported to traverse many miles, passing from one part of the coast
to another, continually on the move. Unfortunately, these stories have
arisen from incomplete observations, which, supplemented by the use
of the imagination, have credited the scallop with powers it never
possessed. Indeed, so much has been said concerning the swimming
powers of the scallop that people have come to believe that the scallop
should be considered as a migratory fish.

While the basis of these reports is correct, there has been much
exaggeration. The scallop has the power of migration only in a limited
sense, a\ld although capable of swimming never traverses far. In a
small bay or harbor it is posaible for the scallop to move to various
parts, especially if there is a strong current, but extended and definite
movements never occur. Swimming is a frequent diversion of the scal
lop, which, after lying quietly on the bottom, suddenly takes a slanting
" shoot" through the water. The scallop is not built for continuous
traveling, as it seems to need periods of rest between each flight. The
average distance covered in a single movement is about 10 feet, while
often it is much less. The longest flight ever noticed by the writer
was about 25 feet, which is an exceptionally long distance for the
scallop to traverse at one time. Occasionally a series follow in quick
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succession, but more often many hours elapse between them. As the
scallop is incapable of making continued flights for any distance its
migratory movements, if such it has, are limited to certain definite
areas, and never extend over a large territory.

A swimming habit of the scallop, which undoubtedly gave rise to
the mistaken idea that they swam in schools on the surface of the
water, can be observed particularly toward evening, when the scallops
in the shallow water rise to the surface, shoot a jet of water in the air,
and then, closing their shells, sink to the bottom. This fact has given
rise to another popular fallacy, that the scallop has to come to the sur
face to breathe. The real explanation of this peculiar habit lies in the
swimming of the scallop. In swimming water is taken in by opening
the valves, and is then ejected on either side of the hinge line. The
scallop, in traveling through the water, is forced to take an upward
slant to keep moving, and in shallow water the animal soon rises to
the surface. Not being able to take in any more water by opening its
valves, the animal gives one final squirt, and sinks to the bottom with
closed shell. This strange habit of the scallop is readily explained as
the natural result of the sudden ending of its swimming.

The idea that the scallop makes a definite migration from shallow
to deep water during the warm months of the summer, and returns to
the shallow water in the fall, has spread widely. Where this idea
could have arisen is impossible to state, but it has always been con
sidered as an established fact. As far as could be discovered by the
experiments and observations, the idea is wholly erroneous. Scallops
have never been seen to make any such definite migration during the
summer, and monthly records have been kept of scallops in the shallow
water in as many as fifteen localities in the State, with the result that
no movement of any kind was observed during the whole season. Not
only were observations made for one year, but for a period of three
consecutive years, which seems to conclusively indicate that no such

. migration ever takes place.
There are several possibilities for the irregular movements of the

scallop, and the element of chance has a great deal to do with iJ-s travel
ing. If a bed of scallops happens to be in a swift current the scallops
may be carried along by the strength of the current, whenever the
animals rise in the water. As this is usually a tidal current the dis
tance traveled is not far, and the opposite tide washes them back to
the starting place. The scallops in a heavy wind are rolled along the
bottom and in this manner are carried some distance. This method
of migration likewise depends on chance, and is only applicable to
scallops in shallow water, where they are unprotected by eel grass.
Many scallops are yearly washed ashore, which is sure indication of
the force of the waves and helplessness of this bivalve. Undoubtedly
this is the most extensive means of traveling, and is probably the only
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one of importance. A third method of migration is possible when the
young scallops are attached to eel grass by slender byssal threads.
When the eel grass is torn up the young scallops drift with the wind
and tide for long distances. In this way localities that have not had
scallops for years can again be restocked, Ingersoll (8).

The scallop is short lived, very few e·ver reaching the two-year limit.
The majority, therefore, have only one spawning season. If any
adverse natural condition, such as a severe winter, kills off the small
"seed" scallops for that year, the total crop for the following year
will be exterminated, as it is a case where there is only one set of scal
lops spawning at a time, and generations so follow generations that all
the scallops which are to furnish the spawn belong to the same set.
In this way the scallop crop of any locality is often wholly extermi
nated, and it takes years before it can again assume its former propor-.
tions. Thus the uncertainty of the scallop crop makes it appear that
the scallops migrate from one town to another, as one town will have
an abundance one year, perhaps followed by a poor season, while the
reverse may be true for neighboring towns. So what has apparently
been considered a migration is in reality no migration at all, but is
merely due to the short life of this interesting mollusk.

There are several facts that substantiate the non-migration of the
scallop. While none can be termed actual proof, nevertheless they
furnish strong evidence that the scallop as a rule does not travel far
from its native place. It was found almost impossible to obtain definite
data on the movement of the scallops, as there was no accurate way in
which to observe them in their native haunts. One attempt was made
which gave results of negative quality. About 400 tagged scallops were
liberated in Nantucket harbor in such a location that they would have
to cross the channel to get to the scalloping grounds. The scallops were
tagged with copper wire through the" ear" of the shell, which did not
hinder to any extent their movement, and were liberated in October, at
the beginning of the scallop season. Careful watch was kept by the
scallopers on the fishing grounds, but none were ever found, indicating
that they had not traveled. They were so located that the least traveling
would have carried them to some part of the scalloping territory.
The possible errors were: too few scallops, interference of the tags
with the traveling and the possibility that they were carried to other
places than the scalloping grounds, or that they were overlooked by
the scallopers.

While there is much difference of opinion among the fishermen lIS

to the movement of the scallop, the majority believe that there is little
or no traveling, basing their claim on the fact that they find scallops
in the same place the year round, and that the beds shift but little. New
beds seem to spring up when the eel grass is rolled away, but the
scallops probably have been there always, or have been carried a short
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distance by either wi.nd or tide, and have not come from miles away, as
has Deen frequently supposed.

In all the observations made by the Massachusetts Department of
Fisheries and Game on the habits of the scallop records have been kept
of the different sets in many scalloping localities in the State, and no
case of extended migration has been recorded. It has been impossible
to make as extended observations in the deep water as in the shallow,
but there is every reason to believe that the same conditions hold true,
in spite of the fact that the scallops can more frequently be carried by
the current.

A further fact of interest in this connection is the distinction between
the two sizes of scallops, the large channel or deep-water scallop, and
the small shallow-water or eel-grass variety. These two are the same

. species, but, owing to the better growing conditions in the deep water,
the channel scallop is much larger in size. If the scallop were a migra
tory form, and would travel first to deep water and then to shallow,
there would be no well-marked distinction between these two groups, as
all scallops would be approximately the same size. This fact furnishes
excellent proof that there is no such thing as definite migration.

In conclusion, the matter can best be summarized by stating that while
the scallop is capable of swimming. through the water by its own exer
tions, it can never travel any great distance in this way, and that there
is no such thing as definite voluntary migrations. While no exact proof
can be obtained there is not sufficient evidence to show that the scallop
ever travels, and the weight of the evidence implies that there is never
any migration. The only possible traveling of the scallop is caused by
forces external to the animal, such as wind, current, storms, etc., and is
merely a matter of chance. This cannot be styled in any sense a true
migration, and there is little evidence to show that any considerable
distance is traveled by this means.

The non-migratory habit of the scallop is of importance to the scallop
planter if in the course of future events cultural methods are ever
applied. It is also of great importance to the town, as no town may
feel that their scallop crop will travel to the borders of the neighboring
township. The scalloping towns can rest assured that, if the scallop
crop is once within their borders, there is slight chan~e that it will
ever leave.

RECOVERY FROY INJURY.

Scallops are frequently found with twisted and warped shells, or
other deformities. Jackson (4) reports finding scallops with portions
of the mantle missing, evidently from the attacks of predacious fish.
Occasionally small fish about 1 inch in length are found within the
8callop shell. In many of the gt'owth experiments, where the scallops
were kept in confinement in wire baskets, the growth was abnormal, lIS

the shell grew in a variety of shapes, owing to the manner of resting
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against the wire. To observe their recovery from injury, scallops were
treated in a variety of ways: (1) four scallops were unhinged by break
ing tbe ligament; in three days' time three were dead, one was alive j

(2) small holes were bored in shells of three scallops: all were dead in
three days; (3) five with adductor muscle badly strained: in three days
two were dead, three alive; (4) three with valves cracked lengthwise:
in three days one was alive, two were dead; (5) one with valve cracked
along byssal groove: alive two weeks later but shell not mended; (6)
three with small piece cut out of mantle edge; in three days two were
alive, one was dead. The result of these mntilations shows that the
scallop, althougb not as hardy as the clam or quahaug, is capable of
repairing minor injuries inflicted by enemies, and only succumbs to the
more severe hurts.

FEEDING HABITs.
The feeding habits of the scallop are similar in many respects to tbose

of the other shellfish, as all lamellibranchs obtain their food by means
of the gills, wbich act as filters or strainers. Tbe clam and quahaug lie
beneath the surface of the soil and reacb the water by a flesby extension
of the mantle, known as the siphon. Tbe scallop has no sipbon and its
method of life is such that it does not need an organ of tbis nature.
When in a natural position for feeding, the animal rests on the bottom
on its right valve, the IIhell gaping open at an angle of about 20°.
Closely lining the inside of the two valves is a thin flesby substance, the
mantle, described in chapter II. When extended, the edge, lined with
papillose tentacles and brightly colored eyes, passes beyond the shell,
while another portion, consisting of a perpendicular flap, surmounted
with a row of closely set guard tentacles, acts as a curtain to nearly
close the intervening space between the open valves. Instead of the
specialized siphon of the clam, which is in reality only a part of the
mantle, the scallop makes use of the entire ventral area of tbis fold to
take in its food, with the result that a continual stream is passing in
through the mantle and going out at a definite locality in the posterior
side of the shell. Thi'.l portion of the mantle is destitute of guard
tentacles, and, when the walls are closed together, forms a pseudo
siphon.

The food of the animal, as more fully described in the report on the
food of the lamellibranchiate mollusks, consists largely of certain micro
scopic plants, called diatoms. These tiny forms are extremely varied in
size and shape. They are easily recognized by their silicious cases and
beautiful markings, which have won for them the name of "the jewels
of the plant world." They are found in the water everywhere in more
or less abundance, and are filtered out by the scallop from the water
which bathes its gills.

The four gills, which were described in chapter II., in addition to
aeration of the blood possess the important function of straining food
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from the water. Lying free in the body cavity, they are constantly
surrounded by the flowing water, which passes through and around the
filamentous bars. When examined under a microscope the gills are
found to be covered by small hair-like cilia, lashing in a definite direc
tion. 'These cilia cause currents of water to pass over and through the
gills, while other cilia between the filaments act as minute sieves to
strain out the food particles, which are at once cemented together with
a mucus and propelled by the ciliary action toward the popularly
called "backbone" of the gills, or the dorsal edge. Here they are taken
up in a more definite channel and swept with increasing velocity toward
the upper end of the gills to the lower edges of the palps. The palpe
are ridged and furrowed like the gills, and the food is transferred .to
the mouth by means of these "lips." If an excess of food or foreign
matter is caught by the gills, the animal, by a complicated mechanism,
as described by Kellogg (3), is able to cast it off.

The effete matter from the digestive tract is carried out from the
shell at the posterior pseudo-siphon. The waste in transverse section
has the appearance of a three-leafed clover, Jackson (4), and is of
uniform length. When the scallop lies feeding in the aquarium, the
feces pass out at regular intervals of about a minute, suggesting a
nearly constant need of food. The constant flow of water through the
shell shows that the other parts, such as mantle, visceral mass, etc., must
likewise be ciliated as well as the gills, in order to force the flow of
water in one direction, an entirely different arrangement from the
ejection of water by the mantle in swimming.

SENSOBY POWERS.

The exact reactions of the scallop to light and other external stimuli
have never been worked out, and there remains a wide field for investi
gation on these points, especially in regard to the effect of lighL The
following are a few meager observations which it is hoped may interest
some one to take up the study of the sensory powers of the scallop.

The scallop is sensitive to a sharp tap or sudden jar. When small
6-millimeter scallops are attached to the sides of glass dishes, the valves
remain open, tentacles extended. A sharp tap on the outside of the jar
directly over the animal causes it to retract its tentacles, but after
repeated tapping the creature does not seem in the least disturbed, as
the tentacles remain extended. All motions outside the glass dish were
unnoticed by the scallop.

At times the adult scallop is quite sensitive; again, the same stimulus
does not excite the animal. Evidently it has various moods. Jaek
son (4) states that when spinning the byB81l8 the scallop appears undis
turbed by pricks, etc. As cold weather comes on the animal beeomes
less active and fails to respond with its former alertness.

The eyesight of the animal has aroused considerable commenL The
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eyes, so far as concerns the gross anatomy, closely resemble those of the
higher animals, and are connected to the circumpallial nerve by short
nerve fibers. To what extent the animal can see is a question. Observ
ers have stated that scallops lying on the eel grass notice a person
wading through the water and swim off. Whether this is due to sight
or to the disturbance of the water is uncertain. It is true that move
ments in the water have more effect than those outside, and the effect of
shadows on the scallop may cause it to withdraw its tentacles. The
approach of enemies is readily recognized by the scallop, which scuttles
out of harm's way. Whether this is from sight or other modes of sensa
tion is as yet undetermined.

Veliger scallops apparently are not sensitive either to dark or light.
With scallops of 2 millimeters and over, in which the eyes or tentacles
lU'e developed, different results were obtained. A few tests were made
with animals of this size in small dishes, covered with black paper,
except in certain' places for the admission of light at the will of the
operator. Many of the results were negative, but a slight heliotropic
(toward light) tendency was evidenced.

The young scallop under 3 millimeters evidences little preference for
different colors. Tests along this line have given negative results, as
the distribution on areas of different color seemed at random.

Scallops will live in waters that have a density of 1.010 or greater,
one-half salt to one-half fresh. This has been tested by observations in
different localities and by keeping the animals in aquaria with varions
densities. The scallop, compared with the clam and quahaug, succumbs
more readily. In aquaria, where these burrowing mollusks will live
indefinitely, it is often difficult even with running water to keep the
seallop alive for more than two to three weeks.

ENEMIES.

Owing to its free life and activity the scallop is beset by relatively few
enemies, as compared with the oyster, or, more properly speaking,
suffel'1l lees destruction from the same adversaries. Nevertheless, there
are certain species which prove dangerous and cause the scallop a con
tinual struggle to maintain its existence. Naturally in the early life
of the scallop the destruction is much greater, and it is necessary to
divide the enemies of the animal into two classes: those which menace
(1) early life; (2) adult.

Effemies o! the Young Scallop. - In the early life of the young scallop
it is not so much the active animal enemies R8 the adverse natural
eonditions that destroy the embryonic larvm. When the fact that only
one of the several million eggs liberated by the adult spawning scallop
ever reaches maturity is considered, the extent of the destructive pOWerll
of nature becomes strikingly manifest. The early life of the animal is
the critit'al period of its existence, and it is at this point that the young
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must be shielded from their enemies. The active enemies of the young
Illrvm can be enumerated: fish, other shellfish and animals of similar
nature which suck down the larva for food, the adult scallop often
treating her young in this mauneI'. Later in life, when the young
scallop is di.scernible to the naked eye, the starfish, crabs, sea fowl and
other predacious animals feed upon it. Scallops of nearly 1% inches
in size have been taken from the crop of an eider duck by John H.
Hardy, Jr., of Chatham.

But the force which causes the vast destruction is not accounted for
by these active enemies. It is broader and farther reaching in its in
fluence. It is nature, with her vast adverse conditions. Severe weather,
storms, sudden changes in temperature and in salinity of the water
during the spawning season, sewage and other contamination, may
bring about the destruction of the floating larvm. The localities of set
are such that only a limited area is available for the retention of the
spat. Eel-grass-covered flats are best adapted for the set, and other
localities generally prove unfruitful. The larvm, uniformly scattered
through the water, are washed hither and thither, relatively few ever
setting on good ground, the rest either washing ashore or being buried
on slimy and unwholesome bottom. Thus the infant mortality is es
pecially great and only a very few escape the perils of the embryonic
stage of their existence. These few are now at the mercy of the
elements until they have attained sufficient size to enable them to take
care of themselves. On the eel grass they are constantly in the danger
of washing ashore. When the set is on shallow flats, for example,
the Common Flats of Chatham, the scallops are nearly exposed at low
running tides, and thus often are killed by the severe winter frosts and
ice. Even when in deeper water, the " anchor frost" is said to destroy
them in great numbers, but fortunately this condition is rarely found.

Enemies of the Adult. - The adult scallop has several natural ene
mies, including man, both active and passive, as well as being subject
to the adversities of nature, for the scallop, by reason of its specialized
anatomy, is most susceptible of all economic mollusks and readily sue
cumbs to an unfavorable environment.

(a) The Starfish. - The starfish (Asterias forbesii) is probably the
most destructive pest of the scallop fishery, and has proved a source
of great annoyance and loss to the scallopers. Fortunately the inroads
of this pest are chiefly confined to one section of the State, Buzzard's
Bay, and although the animal is found in some abundance along the
south side of Cape Cod and at the islands of Nantucket and Martha's
Vineyard, it is not so serious a menace to the industry. Many of the
Buzzard's Bay fishermen attribute the decline of the scallop fishery
in those waters some eight years ago to the invasion of the great num
bers of starfish at that time. From reports by the fishermen the scallop
ing grounds were literally paved with starfish, and it was utterly
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impossible for the scallops to escape destruction. It is well known
how destructive the starfish is to the oyster beds, and undoubtedly the
scallops would not be able to escape so great B number and must have
suffered severely. Capt. James Monahan of Wareham cites the follow
ing instance: "In the fall of 1898 I located a bed of seed scallops
so thick that half a dredge full could be obtained at a single drift.
Next year I went to the same place, and on casting my dredges found
them full of dead scallops, shells and starfish in great number." He
estimated that in that one locality 1,000 bushels perished.

During the season of 1907-08 nearly every boat from Wareham
saved the starfish, and instead of throwing them overboard, as was
previously the custom, carried large numbers to the shore. Under the
old method of carelessly returning these pests to the waters they were
scattered over a wider area from the boats. For two seasons previous
to 1907-{)8 it is said that the starfish had been decreasing, and that the
return of the scallop fishery after an absence of seven years was due
to this decline. Many scallopers and oystermen are anxious for State
appropriations for the removal of these pests. .

The method of attacking the scallop (Fig. 70) is similar to that used
on the oyster, i.e., opening the shell by means of a steady strain exerted
in opposite directions upon the two valves. The starfish surrounds the
scallop with its long arms or rays, five in number, and clasps it in its
embrace, generally in such a way that the mouth of the starfish rests
just above the byssal notch of the scallop, and the arms are closely
attaehed to the shell by the tube feet or suckers. By exerting a steady
poll with its numerous suckers, and by the tendency to straighten out
the long arms, the animal exerts a strong and steady strain on the
adductor muscle, which, though well adapted to resist a sudden pull,
gradually tires and relaxes. The starfish has the advantage, as, having
five arms, it can rest some of them and yet keep on pulling, while the
scallop has only one muscle and has to exert a perpetual strain. Then
a curious phenomenon is noticed. The starfish rolls out its stomach
and allows it to flow into the interior of the scallop, where it digests,
outside its own body, the soft parts of the scallop. When the meal is
completed the stomach is withdrawn, and the clean scallop shell left
with gaping valves.

Small starfish seem to be the most active in this work of destruction,
and the "seed" scallops are the most frequent objects of their attack.
The only method of reducing this pest, as extermination is practically
impossible, is for the scallopers to carry the starfish taken in dredging
to the shore. The oystermen, who suffer more severely from the inroads
of the starfish, most commonly use a tangle or mop which is dragged
over the oyster beds, the "five finger" becoming easily entangled. The
starfish are then either thrown into boiling water or carried ashore.

(b) The Oyster Drill. - Where the scallop is not found the oyster
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drill (UrosalpiM: ciflerea) (Fig. 68) is generally present. This little
gasteropod mollusk, next to the starfish, is the most destructive enemy
of the scallop and oyster, and is found in nearly every scalloping lo
cality. Scarcely more than an inch in height and of an innocent grey
color it has proved a source of trouble to the oysterman, owing to the
impossibility of thoroughly removing it from the oyster beds.

Its method of attack is to crawl upon the upper valve of the scallop
and then pierce a hole in the thin shell, scarcely larger in diameter
than a needle, by means of a tiny ribbon-like tongue armed with ftne
teeth. When the boring is completed the animal sucks out the contents
of the shell. Scallops have been found destroyed by the drill bearing
on the shell a row of globular egg eases which the drill had deposited.
It is during this process that the scallop has an advantage over the
oyster. The latter is fixed and immovable, the former is capable of
movement, and by a few well-directed flaps of the shell can in many
instances throw off the intruder and escape destruction. The numerous
half punctures in many living scallops bear witness to the inability of
the" borer" to finish its task.

A few observations upon the length of time it takes to bore and eat
a scallop were made at Monomoy Point with a view of determining the
actual extent of destruction. Scallops were confined with the drills
in boxes with netting tops. Diiferent numbers of scallops and drills
were used for over a month. As many as five drills have been found
on one scallop not in confinement, and as many as two or three are of
common occurrence (Fig. 95). The conclusion arrived at from these
observations was that it took from four to six days for the drill to
pierce the shell sufficiently to eat the contents, and that the meal was
consumed in about the same amount of time. At this rate the drill
could only eat about three large scallops per month, even if nothing
interfered with the operation, and in the long run the amount of
destruction would be extremely slight. While the unnatural condition
of the confined animals may have made the process slow, the limited
area afforded the scallop but slight chance to escape from ita enemy
and so partially offsets any error.

(c) N assa obsoleta. - The third active enemy of the scallop is per
haps hardly to be classed under that head. It is the scavenger of the
tidal flats, the little black winkel, Nassa obsoZeta, which bas the im
portant duty of cleaning the flats. The actual damage done by thi'J
animal is comparatively small, as it is not an inhabitant of the same
localities as the scallop as a rule, being found between the tide lines.
Na88a is commonly thought to be of little damage to living sbellftsh,
though it is known to eagerly devour any dead or broken speeimens.
Although the damage is of little account the method of attack is 80

interesting that it will bear relating. The scallop when resting OD the
bottom with tentacles extended is at times extremely sensitive, and then
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again less so. Nassa possesses an extremely well-developed sense fur
finding food and gathers around the scallop in numbers. Then a ClOn
aerted action takes plaoe, whether intentional or by accident, but it
occurs time and time again. One Nassa forces itself between the valves
of the unwary scallop, which at once close with a snap, but only part
way, as the little winkel has formed a wedge between the valves which
permits the entrance of more of its kind, which rapidly fall to eating
the contents (Fig. 94). While we cannot attribute this mode of
attack to any reasoning powers of the small creatures, the fact remains
that 17 out of 500 scallops, confined in a pen 10 feet square, in twl)
weeks' time were killed in this way. However, under natural conditions
this would be impossible in the open. The scallops were observed con
tinually to flirt off the crawling Nassa by snapping the valves, and in
this way were able to protect themselves.

(Ii) PlJ8sivs Enemies. - The scallop has besides these active enemies
other passive foes which perhaps do not accomplish so much apparent
damage but affect the growth of the animal and in some eases result
in its death. Such are the enemies which use the same food and retard
the growth by depriving the scallop of sufficient nourishment. All
other shelltlsh, both valuable and of no importance, come under this
head. Another class of passive enemies are the eetoparasites on the
seallop shell, the sea weeds, such as Enteromorpha, Ulva lactuca, etc.,
barnacles, Serpula (worm tubes) , Anomia, Crepidula, oysters from
one to two years old, ACIDIIla, etc., w:hich not only partake of the same
food but hinder the movement through the water, and in eases like
the oyster and serpula, by their growth in time kill the scallop, in the
ease of the former by weight of shell, with the latter by binding edges of
the valves together.

(e) MatS. - While the main cause of the decline of the natural clam,
quahaug and oyster beds is overfishing by man, the decline of the scallop
fishery cannot be so considered. The scallop has a short life, hardly
25 per cent. passing the two-year limit j 80 it does no harm to capture
the marketable scallops which are over sixteen months old, as the scallop
spawns when one year old and dies a natural death usually before it
reaches a second spawning season. When only old scallops are taken,
as is generally the case, it is probably impossible for man to exter
minate the scallops by ovsrf/shitSg. Unfortunately, in certain localities
in the past there has been a large capture of the "seed" scallop, viz.,
the scallop less thau one year old, which has not spawned. This has
worked the ruin of the scalloping in these localities. The capture of
the spawners for another year merely makes the next year's set 80

much smaller, and causes a rapid decline.
As a rule, it is hardly profitable to catch the "seed" scallop, owing

to its small size. But a direct relation can be established between a
high market price and the capture of seed. When the market price is
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high and scallops are scarce, it becomes profitable to catch the young
"seed." The present scallop law now defines a "seed" scallop and
forbids its capture. By protecting the "seed" scallop, the State has
done all that at present appears expedient to insure the future of the
industry; the rest lies in the hands of the towns.

So, while the scallop has declined in certain localities, and the decline
has been hastened by unwise capture of the "seed" scallop, the main
decline of the fishery cannot be attributed to wholesale overfishing, as
it is impossible to overfish if only the old scallops (over one year old)
are taken; for, unlike most other animals, the scallop usually breeds but
once, and its natural period of life is unusually brief. These scallops,
if not taken, will die, and prove a total loss; 80 every fisherman should
bear in mind that, as long as the " seed " scallops are protected, severe
fishing of large scallops is not likely to injure the future scallop
industry.

The adult scallop has to contend against the same adverse physical
conditions of nature that beset the young animal. Severe winters,
storms, anchor frosts, etc., work destruction upon the helpless scallop.
Exposure to low tides, as on the Common Flats of Chatham, and on the
north side of Cape Cod; exposure to sewage contamination, as in New
Bedford harbor; exposure on an open C08st, as is occasionally the ease
on the south side of Cape Cod; sudden changes in the salinity of the
water, i.e., by flood waters; the distribution of tides and currents; the
temperature of the water; the nature of the bottom, - all affect the life
of this mollusk, and render its existence precarious.

The very nature of the scallop's period of life renders it peeuliarly
sensitive to adverse conditions, and places difficulties in the way of its
natural propagation.

AJ3 the scallop dies before reaching its second birthday, only one set
of scallops spawn in anyone season. There. are never two generations
of scallops spawning at one time. I quote from Ingersoll (8) in this
connection: -

This represents a case where the generations follow one another so rapidly
that there are never two ranks, or generations, in condition to reproduce
their kind at ouce, except in rare individual instances, since all, or nearly
all, of the old ones die before the young ones have grown old enough to
spawn. If such a state of affairs exists, of course any sudden catastrophy,
such as a great and cold storm during the winter, or the covering of the
water where they lie for a long period with a sheet of ice, happening to
kill all the tender young (and old ones, too, often) in a particular dis
trict, will exterminate the breed there; since, even if the older and tougher
ones survive this shock, they will not live long enough, or, at any rate,
will be unable to spawn again, and so start a new generation.

The set of young scallops is abundant in shallow water upon the
eel-grass flats, which often, as is the case of the Common Flats at Chat-
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ham, are exposed at extremely low tides. A severe winter often kills
off all the" seed" thus exposed. In this case no spawn is obtained
the following summer, causing the suppression of the scallop fishery
in that locality for at least a few years, and possibly its permanent
extinction. .

The low temperature during the winter, particularly in the shallow
waters and on the exposed flats, is often destructive to the adult. Scal
lops have been observed in zero weather frozen, with shells full of ice,
as they lay on the exposed flats at Parker River, Yarmouth. Un
doubtedly many die, but many recover from being frozen, as shellfish
will live if properly thawed out. In the severe winter of 1904--n5 the
entire crop of scallops was killed on the Common Flats, Chatham, and in
1906-07,40 per cent. of the "seed" on the Stage Harbor flats, Chatham,
succumbed to the ice and cold. Often the ice settling on the flats
carries with it the scallops, or leaves them in a dying condition. Low
temperatures, tides and currents work together, as the scallop, rendered
inactive by the coolness of the water, is at the mercy of the elements,
and is readily washed ashore, to perish on the open beaches or high flats.

POPULAR FALLACIES.

Many interesting but erroneous ideas concerning the habits of
the scallop have arisen among the fishermen, and a brief mention of
several will bring this chapter to a fitting close. The length of life of
the scallop has always been a perplexing question. While the majority
of the scallopers ha\'e drawn correct conclusions from their practical
observations, a few still maintain that this mollusk lives for a long
period of years. Arguments to this effect are based chiefly upon the
foreign growth, which is abundant on the shells of the old scallops.
Successive layers of Crepidula (quarter deckers or sweetmeats) piled
one on top of the other on the shell are claimed to denote a yearly
period for each new animal, and large barnacles, worm tubes, etc., are
considered as indicating a long period of development, while in reality
these bodies are the result of only a few months' actual growth.

The idea that it was necessary for the scallop to come at least once
a day to the surface to breathe arose from seeing the animals rise in
shallow water to the surface when swimming. Such a conception
appears absurd when it is known that the scallop possesses gills like a
fish and is not an air-breathing animal. Numerous misconceptions as to
its migratory, swimming, attachment, feeding and other habits have
prevailed during past years, and it is sinl'erely hoped that this chapter
on habit!' may aid in clearing many misunderstandings about the life
of the scallop.
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CHAPTER V. - GROWTH.

The rate of growth of the scallop, besides being of popular interest
among the fishermen, has an important bearing on the development of
the fishery. Owing to its intimate connection with practical scallop
culture, a detailed study of the rate of growth comprised a large part of
the investigation. In addition to extending the knowledge of the fisher
man and defining the proper relation of growth to protective legislation,
several facts of biological interest have been brought out by the experi
ments, and although not at present of practical importance, they are
likewise included for the benefit of persons interested in the study of
the Mollusca.

In the determination of the average growth of any shellflsh it is diffi
cult to make definite statements, as the natural conditions, which in1lu
ence development, are varied. The rate of growth for one body of water
is different from the growth in other localities, unless the same condi
tions are present, instances of which occur but rarely in nature. This
fact not only has rendered difficult the concise presentation of the sub
ject, but also has necessitated a manifold duplication of the experimental
work in order to satisfactorily cover the conditions in Massachusetts
waters. Therefore, the reader must understand that the general figures
given in the following pages do not hold true for individual localities
and are but the averages for certain sections.

Methods of Investigation. - The natural conditions of the scallop
grounds in Massachusetts are dissimilar to the Rhode Island waters,
Buzzard's Bay being the only section at all approximating the conditions
in Narragansett Bay. These differences will be brought out later by •
comparison with the growth experiments of Risser (2) on the Narra
gansett Bay scallops. The variety of conditions presented in the di1fer
ent localities of Massachusetts necessitated an extensive series of
experiments, covering the same ground and in several instances with
results at variance with the observations of Risser.

The opportunities for solving the rate of growth of the scallop under
a variety of natural conditions were especially favorable owing to the
diversity of the different scallop grounds. The average rate of growth
for the different sections in the State, as here presented, is the result
of three years' continued observations on sets of scallops under vario.
environments. Excellent facilities for detailed work on the growth and
length of life for a period of four years were afforded at Monomoy
Point in the nearly landlocked harbor, the Powder Hole, and a large
share of the experimental observations, many of which could never have
been obtained elsewhere, were made in this locality. Inclosed in •
natural aquarium, the scallops could be followed from birth to death
under conditions many of which were under the direct control of the
operator.
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The general work consisted of two parts: (1) at Monomoy Point on
the scallops confined in the Powder Hole; (2) records of the growth.
of the di1ferent sets at di1ferent localities along the southern coast of
the Commonwealth. The investigations were first started in July, 1905,
and continued steadily through 1906 and 1907. Records were also
maintained in several localities for 1908 and 1909, while the work at
Monomoy Point was continuons for the whole period. During this
time records of the complete sets of 1904 (second year), 1905, 1906,
1907, 1908 were made at Monomoy, and for the State in 1904, 1905
and 1906. Another division of the work of a di1ferent nature can be
made: (1) experiments in artificial culture, where the scallops were
confined in pens of wire netting at Monomoy, Marion, Monument Beach
and Chatham; (2) records of the growth under natural conditions on
the scallop grounds by measuring large numbers of scallops. A descrip
tion of the methods of work, details of measuring, construction of pens,
marking of scallops, etc., is given in chapter VIL

G6fl6ral Growt". - The shell or exo-Bkeleton of the scallop is com
monly considered the growing part and any increase in its size indicates
the development of the animal. New shell formation is the direct
result of a previous corresponding growth in the soft parts, whereby
an extension of the shell is necessitated. In the following experiments
the shell has been considered as typifying the development of the body,
and all measurements have been recorded on this basis. The quality
of the meat and the fattening of the tissues, so important to dealer, are
not considered under the subject of growth, but are discussed in con
nection with the" eye" in chapter VI.

Shell formation by the secretion of the thin mantle lining the inside
of the shell has been described in chapter IT. The shell is built almost
entirely of lime salts (principally the carbonates), which is obtained in
lIODle unknown manner from the water. It appears that the amount of
lime in solution in the water is an important factor in the rapidity of
growth, but is not as essential as the nourishment of the soft parts by
the microscopic food. The actual increase in the rate of growth by an
exeess of lime. is but slight, as the shell formation naturally depends
upon the growth of the soft parts, and the dUIerence is only evidenced
by the increased weight of the shell in localities rich in lime salts. The
lime supply varies somewhat in the different localities, and its efficiency
is largely dependent upon the circulation of water.

In considering the rate of growth the matter of food is of chief im
portance. Within limits the growth of any mollusk is directly propor
tional to the amount of food it consumes. Scallops situated in good
feeding localities will grow much faster than those less fortunately
located. The food as stated in chapter IV. consists of microscopie
plant forms, called diatoms, which are uniformly distributed through the
water. Naturally the abundance of diatoms in any locality and the
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circulation of water or current are the two external factors in the devel
opment of the scallop.

Growth of Scallop compared with Other Economic Bi1Jalve Molltlsks.
- The limited life and active habits of the scallop require a quia
maturity and light shell, which make its growth the most rapid of the
economic bivalves. Arranging these mollusks in order of rapidity of
growth, scallop, clam, sea clam, oyster and quahaug, we find that they
are likewise placed in respect to the weight of their shells, the lightest
shell corresponding to the fastest growth. From this we can formulate
the general rule that the growth of any shellfish is directly propor
tional to the weight of the shell, which not only seems to hold true for
the difl'erent species, but is applicable to varieties of the same species;
i.e., a thick-shelled clam grows more slowly than a thin" paper" shell
variety.

Variations in Growth. - Many variations are found in the growth of
scallops. In no two localities is the size identically the asme, as can
be seen by comparing Buzzard's Bay, Cape Cod and Island scallops.
This variation may be called sectional, and can be attributed to the
difference in environment, which also applies to local conditions. There
is also variation in the sets, the average of one year differing from the
succeeding or preceding years. The size of a scallop is due to two main
factors: (1) its time of birth, either at the beginning or end of
the two months' spawning season; (2) the conditions under which it
lives, whether favorable or unfavorable for rapid growth. Primarily
the environment and secondarily the time of the set determine in a
great measure the life of this mollusk. There is another type, indi
vidual variation, which is important to consider in presenting the results
of the growth experiments, as it proves that correct results can only be
satisfactorily obtained by records of large numbers of scallops. Risser
(2) remarks on the remarkable uniformity of the individuals of the
set in Narragansett Bay. No such uniformity has been found under
the more diverse conditions in Massachusetts waters, and in individuals
of the same set, especially in the young scallop, variations as great as
from % inch to 2% inches have been found at the same time and place.
Between these extremes all grades can be found converging toward the
average. Even when scallops of the same size are confined in pens
their growth varies, a fact that can only be attributed to the individnal
traits of the animal.

Growing Months. - Man passes through four arbitrary periods in
life, childhood, youth, manhood and old age, attaining his actual stature
during the first two, and only adding more flesh as the years pass.
The scallop, on the other hand, continues to increase in size during the
adult period, and in fact up to the time of its death has not lost the
power of growth, although the shell formation in the old scallops is
somewhat slower than in the younger specimens. But the scallop only
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grows half the time, as all shell formation is accomplished during
the smnmer months and no increase in size is found during the cold
weather. This gives the scallop a resting time between the period of
youth and adult, and again during its old age, as the average life of
the animal is from twenty to twenty-six months.

In following the life of the scallop born in July, growth ceases dur
ing December and is again resumed May 1 of the following ycar, when
the temperature of the water has reached 45° to 50°F. The same scal
lop ceases growth in the fall, usually in the latter part of November
(slightly earlier than the young set of that year), when the water has
again fallen below 45°. "Thus, every scallop has two periods of growth,
corresponding to the two summers of its existence, and two resting
periods during the winters. The cause of this cessation of growth is
explained under the topic "Effect of Temperature."

By monthly measurements of the scallops confined in pens at Mono
moy Point during 1906, the relative value of each month was calculated
and the variation in growth for different parts of the summer was de
termin.ed. In the following table each month is given a numerical
number, representing the gain per cent. for the month, the entire year
being considered as 100 per cent. (Figs. 84, 85) :-

)lonB. Per Cent. MONTH. Per Cent.

January. Angust, 20.89

February. September, 20.08

March, October, 18.94

April, N'ovember, 2.1~

.MaY. • 19.;6 December,

JUDe,l· 8.83 100.00

Jnly,' 10.30

, Decrease In June /LntI July due to spawnIng.

Length of Life. - Briefly stated, the normal life of the scallop is
from twenty to twenty-six months, relatively few scallops passing the
two-year limit.

Previous to 1906, when this problem was first satisfactorily solved
by the commission, the question most often propounded by the practical
scallop fisherman was, "How long does the scallop live'" In spite of
the diversity of opinion, which credited the scallop with living anywhere
from two to five years, the majority of the scallopers believed that two
years marked the limit of its life, a view which coincided with the
results of the investigation. Both Ingersoll (8) and Risser (2) agreed
with this view, but were unable at the time of writing to furnish definite
proofs. So it fell to our lot to obtain, through a series of observations
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covering several years, the necessary data for the actual subBtantiation
of the popular theory, and for the establishment of proper legislation
for the fishery.

The method of work consisted primarily of oontinued observations on
the sets of 1905, 1906 and 1907, following each from birth to death.
The greater part of the work was done in connection with the growth
experiments in the di1l'erent sealloping areas, but more particularly
with the scallops confined in the Powder Hole at Monomoy Point,
where favorable opportunity was afforded for obtaining data on the life
of the scallop. An inclosed, protected body of water, forming a natural
aquarium of five aeres, from which the scallops could not escape; un
molested, owing to its being leased by the State for scientific investiga
tion; a natural seallop bed with all normal conditions, yet small enough
for direct control and observation, - were all factors which rendered
the Powder Hole of especial advantage for the solution of this problem.
Three sets of scallops were closely followed from birth to death under
natural conditions, free from many natural enemies and the interferenee
of man, and practically unable to escape. Likewise, seallops were con
fined in wire pens for two sueeessive seasons and the actual death-rate
of the old and young scallops compared under the same conditions.

The life of the scallop can be arranged in four arbitrary stages:
(1) embryonic life or babyhood, from the time the egg becomes a living
organism until the animal attaches to the friendly blade of eel grass;
(2) adolescence, or the period ending when it first spawns at the age
of one year; (3) the adult period, from twelve to twenty months,
during the later part of which it is ready for the market; (4) senility
or old age, from twenty months until the animal dies. .

This last period, that of senility, is the important factor in consider
ing the length of life of the scallop, as it is the time of physical decline.
Old age is marked in the scallop by (1) slower growth and a slight
thickening in shell formation for those specimens which live over
twenty-three months; (2) a degeneration in the large adductor muscle
or "eye," shown by flabbiness and diminution in relative size; (3) an
increasing amount of foreign growth on the shell One or more of these
signs may be absent in individual specimens, but all are true of the
general type. Old scallops are more sensitive or susceptible to adverse
conditions than the scallops a year younger, and perish under condi
tions which would be survived by the latter.

The period of senility has no definite beginning. Possibly the scallop
is on the decline during its adult life, having reached its maximum
at the spawning season, and then, having outlived its usefulness, awaits
death. One of the fundamental principles of nature according to the
old school, as applied to the lower animals, is that life exists only 80

far as it concerns the reproduction of the species, and that animals,
Inch as the mayfly, live only until they reproduce, and then perish.
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But with the scallop we have the interesting case of an animal which
spawns but once and yet lives for nearly a second year, perishing just
on the verge of another spawning season, - an exact contradiction to
this principle. This apparent phenomenon might be explained in two
ways: (1) that a few second-year scallops are useful, as they spawn
twice; (2) that probably the shallow-water scallop (P. itTadWfI8) once
had a longer life and more than one spawning season, as its cousin the
giant scallop (Pecten tefluicostatu8 Mighels), and that the present Pec
tm i,.radians is a decadent species.

About the flrst of March the adult scallops begin to die, and this
period, when the average scallop is twenty months old, is taken as the
arbitrary beginning of the period of senescence. In the natural scallop
beds the majority of the scallops are caught by this time, while the re
mainder sooner or later die a natural death, a large proportion perish
ing before Mayor before the twenty-second month. This fact is well
known to seallopers who fish late in the season, and there have been
striking instances of large beds suddenly perishing, as at Dennis in
March and April, 1905. After May the length of life is variable, some
seallops passing the two-year limit (July) and occasionally living until
the following October and November (twenty-seven and twenty-eight
months), but the majority of these die before the twenty-fourth month
(July). Exact data upon this subject were obtained from scallops
which had been under observation in wire pens at Monomoy Point for
two years. Records of death-rate from old age show that, of 465 scal
lops alive May 1 (twenty-two months), 32 per cent. remained by July 10
(twenty-four months) and only 6 per cent. August 2. In July these
seallops would have been two years old. Scallops one year old, con
fined under similar conditions, showed only a slight mortality.

It is, therefore, fair to assert that under natural conditions, when
unmolested by the seallopers, but 20 per cent. reach the two-year mark,
whereas on the scalloping grounds, unprotected both from nature and
man, the percentage of old scallops which reach two years is much less
than in the inclosed Powder Hole at Monomoy Point, and in all proba
bility the total which pass the two-year limit is under 10 per cent. All
rules have their exceptions, and frequently instances occur where scal
lops of twenty-eight months (recognizable from two growth lines and
general appearance) are found. In every scalloping ground an occa
sional scallop of this age or older is dredged. More particularly, in
eertain localities small beds of scallops which have passed the age limit,
are occasionally found, but usually the number in the bed is small.
Several small beds and one large (Common Flats, Chatham, 1908) have
come under the observation of the writer, who by no means claims
that the two-year limit is a hard and fast rule, but rather that there
are often exceptions, which, however, form but a small per cent. of the
whole.
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The age limit of the scallop ranges from twenty to thirty months.
We find that the variation is ,due to several causes: (1) the spawning
Beason, which makes possible a difference of two months in the age j

(2) the environment, favorable or unfavorable, which lengthens or
shortens the period of life; (3) seasonal differences, as dmwg a mild
winter the old scallops are under less strain than during a severe
season; (4) the rate of growth and consequently the size of the scallop,
as the small, slow-growing scallops apparently live longer than the
large. This was noticeable with the set of 1907 at Monomoy Point,
which grew very slowly, as compared with the sets of previous years,
owing to the partial closure of the opening to the ocean and the con
sequent lessening of circulation in the Powder Hole during 1908.
These scallops in the summer of 1909, when two years old, were llClU"eely
larger than yearlings, and lived until the following September before
they began to die, at least six months longer than the normal. In pre
vious years in the Powder Hole a small per cent. of the scallops had
lived until May and a still smaller number until August (twenty-five
months), but this was the only set, as a whole, to pass to the twenty
sixth month, a fact probably explained by their small size and freedom
from foreign growth.

The above statements are based on the following facts: -
(1) The writer has been able to find very few old scallops (twenty

seven months) during the fall dredging in waten of the Commonwealth.
The scallop fishermen report in each locality the same result, with the
exceptions above mentioned. This narrows the limit from general prac
tical observation to twenty-seven months.

(2) The reports of fishermen upon the death of scallops in the
last of the winter and in the spring, as well as the great destruction of
beds at Dennis, Chatham, etc., prove that the scallop begins to die
about the twentieth month of its life. This brings the period of death
and decline between the twentieth and twenty-seventh month, or from
March until October.

(3) The sets of 1905, 1906 and·1907 were followed from birth to
death at the different scalloping sections by observations at stated in
tervals, and the results, except for the inroads of the scallopers, were
conclusively proved by dredging on the scallop grounds.

(4) Detailed study of the sets of 1905,1906 and 1907 in the Powder
Hole, where the scallops were confined for life, shows conclusively that
the average length of life is two years, even when undisturbed by
dredging.

(5) Records from 500 scallops in pens at Monomoy for growth gave
actual figures for death from old age.

The connection between the limited life of the scallop and the spawn
ing season has been considered under the subject of II Spawning," in
chapter IlL, and it is only necessary to again call the reader's attention
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to the importance of the short life of the scallop in regulating the
fishery by law. This knowledge is particularly applicable to protective
legislation. The length of life permits but one spawning season, when
the scallop is one year old. After spawning the average scallop is
valueless for the maintenance of the race, and does not need protection.
Thus the scallop under one year old, the "seed" scallop, is the only
one that should be protected by law. No legislation is necessary for
the scallop past its prime. For this reason restrictive legislation, such
as limiting the catch by the town law, except when it is to the pecuni81'Y
advantage of the scalloper, to avoid "glutting" the market, is unneces
sary, and only works to the detriment of the fisherman, as all scallops
not taken will perish before another season. The fisherman should be
given freedom in his dre~ging, provided he observes the all-important
"seed" scallop law, as he can catch all the old scallops without in
juring in the slightest degree the future industry.

The Growth Line. - The shell of the scallop is increased by calcified
secretions of the mantle, which add fine concentric rings to the growing
edge. If one observes the shell closely one will find that it is made up
of microscopic growth lines, due to the method of growth.

On scallops which reach a second summer there is found a growth
line, more or less pronounced, which can be likened to the year marks
seen in cross-section of tree-trunks, and is given the name of the annual
growth line. Growth lines with the oyster are helpful in determining
the age, and this line marks the distinction between the adult and
" seed" scallop, and has attained considerable prominence as the basis
of the "seed" scallop law.

The annual growth line is formed in Massachusetts waters about
May 1, when the scallops resume their growth after the cold winter
months, during which all growth has ceased. Necessarily, during the
long period of nongrowth, from November to May, the edge of the
shell has become thickened or blunted by more or less wear, and when
the new growth is secreted by the edge of the mantle on the inner
side of the shell a distinct ridge is formed, marking the separation of
the old and new growth. The location of the growth line varies between
the limits of 10 to 65 millimeters from the hinge, depending upon the
size of the scallop when it ceases growing in the fall. We have already
shown that there is a similar variation in the size of the " seed " scallop,
owing to ditIerence in its situation and the time of spawning. As a rule,
the line is 30 to 40 millimeters from the hinge. In some scallops it is
very prominent, while in others it is difficult to discern at first glance;
sometimes the shell shows a difference in color between the two parts,
at other times both the old and new growth are alike, and it is neces
sary to run the finger down the shell to determine the ridge. However,
these cases are the exceptions, and the average growth line is especially
prominent on the lower or right side of the animal, the upper valve
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usually being covered with numerous growths, both plant and animal,
which may obscure the line.

As the formation of the annual line is due to cessation of growth
during the winter, it logically follows that any check for a less or
greater time will cause slight lines, which are entirely distinct from the
annual growth line and are by no means as prominent, being merely
heavier concentric layers. Growth lines of this sort can be produced
on young scallops at any time by interfering temporarily with their
growth. The same scallops repeatedly transferred from the spat boxes
on the raft at Monomoy Point, and kept in an aquarium for even as
short a period as one day, could be made to produce as many as three
or four distinct growth lines. Large" seed" scallops and even adults,
when transplanted from Harwich and Chatham to Monomoy Point,
always showed the change by the formation of a line of growth.

The growth line is not caused by the spawning season, as has been
supposed, since our investigations upon the effect of the spawning on
growth indicate that there is no cessation during this period (June
and July), and that before the beginning of the spawning there has
formed during the month of May about % of an inch of new shell.
All our observations for the years from 1906 to 1909 have shown that
the new growth begins about May 1, except for the variation of differ
ent years, and that the growth line is formed at a time previous to the
spawning season.

Although the growth line appears when the scallop is but ten months
old, it can for all practical purposes be considered as marking the first
year of the scallop's life. While the spawning season is not completed
until about the first part of August, these dates are included in the
closed season, which lasts from April to October, and in a general sense
the growth line can be associated with the spawning season, and in the
open fishing season any scallop with the annual growth line is ready
for capture. Risser (2) was the first to advocate the use of the growth
line to distinguish the difference between the adult and "seed," while.
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts was the first to put into force a
law based on the growth line a.o; distinguishing the adult from the "seed "
or immature scallop, which has not spawned. While we cannot say
that every scallop with a growth line has spawned, we can definitely
state that every scallop without a growth line has not spawned and is a
" seed" scallop. The growth line has thus proved of great practical
importance in scallop legislation, which is based on the facts obtained
upon the length of life and spawning of the scallop in Massachusetts
waters.

Growth during Spawning Season. - The spawning season has the
wide limits from June 15 to August 15. The greater part of the spawn
ing is accomplished during June and the first part of July. Corre
sponding to the spawning period there occurs a slowing in the rate of
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growth (Fig. 85). Risser (2) has observed a similar occurrence with
the growth of Rhode Island scallops, but declared that there is a com
pIehl check at this period, and to it attributes the origin of the annual
growth line. This report haa demonstrated that the growth line is
formed at an early period, about May 1, by the resuming of shell
formation after the nongrowth of the winter months, and has nothing
to do with the spawning season. Likewise, no decided check in the
growth of Massachusetts scallops is found during the spawning season,
but rather the scallop continues to grow at about half its normal rate.
The monthly rate of growth was determined for 1,900 scallops in four
wire netting pens at Monomoy Point during 1906. It was found, by
considering the entire summer's growth (May 1 to December 1) as
100 per eent., that the growth during May was 19.76 per cent., during
June 8.33 per cent., during July 10.35 per cent., during August 20.39
per cent., showing that the rate of growth for the month preceding and
succeeding the spawning season was over twice as fast as for the
spawning months.

The reason for this slow growth can be attributed to the coincidence
with the spawning season, and is best explained by assuming that the
activities of the animal were directed for that period upon the propaga
tion of its species, and less energy was used for the secretion of shell:
Temperature, the great factor in determining growth, does not have any
influence here, as the water during June and July was warmer than
during May and colder than August. In fact, all natural conditions
affecting the rate of /:,'Towth were eliminated, leaving the spawning
season as the direct cause in the lessening of the rate of growth.

Growth of the Young Scallop. - The young scallop at the age of
forty-eight hours has increased in size by the formation of the embry
onic shell. Previous to this time the ciliated larva was scarcely larger
than the original egg. The period of first shell formation marks the
beginning of real growth, which continues for the entire life of the
scallop during the summer months. Since the growth during early life
has been described in chapter IlL, it is only necessary to consider the
growth after the scallop has become readily visible to the naked eye,
•.e., about ~ -of an inch in size.

The time of appearance of the set depends upon two factors, (1)
locality; (2) year. During 1906 the visible appearance of "set" was
recorded as followfl: (1) Powder Hole, Chatham, August 7; (2) Stage
Harbor, Chatham, July 24; (3) Edgartown, August 3; North Fal
mouth (Buzzard's Bay), July 20; Marion, July 20; showing a difference
of fourteen days between two bodies of water not 10 miles apart, and
an extreme variation of eighteen days. At Monomoy, between 1905
and 1909, the sets have appeared as early as July 24 and BS late as
.August 7, showing the influence of seasonal change. (These dates do
not indicate the first appearance, but when the average set was readily
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discernible to the naked eye.} Stragglers can be found weeks before
and after, due to the length of the spawning season.

The rate of growth of the young scallop is affected by the same
natural conditions as the adult. Between the sizes of 1 and 15 milli
meters, the average gain per day is 0.5 of a millimeter (about ~ of an
inch). As the scallop increases in size the actual growth becomes less.

The habit of attachment is of great importance to the scallop, not
only occasionally saving it from destruction on foul bottom, but raising
it in a position where the little animal can obtain a better food supply,
thereby favoring its growth. Eel grass from its abundance proves the
most common place of attachment, but is often detrimental to growth
by shutting off the circulation of water. In comparing the growth of
small scallops in eel grass and outside, the eel-grass scallops show a
slower growth.

In summarizing the growth of the young scallop the following points
are important: (I) the actual growth begins only with the first shell
formation; (2) the time of set varies in regard to (a) locality, and
(b) year; (3) the growth up to 15 millimeters averages ~ of an inch
per day; (4) growth becomes less and less as scallop increases in size
~eyond the 15 millimeter mark; (5) power of attachment aids growth;
(6) conditions governing growth are the same as for adult; (7)
growth of the young is faster than for yearling scallopB, both in (a)
actual gain, and (b) in volume.

Growth of the A1Jerage MCJIlsachusetts Scallop. - Owing to the varia
tion in the growth of the scallop in the different localities, it is difficult
to strike more than an approximate average for the size of the yearly
sets and the typical Massachusetts scallop. Two classes of scallopB are
found, (1) the shallow-water or eel-grass scallop, and (2) the deep-water
or channel variety. The following tables are compiled from the average
growth in the different localities for a period of three years. The height
of the scallops is given in millimeters, 25.4 millimeters being equivalent
to 1 inch.

The A 1Jerage Scallop.

ATU4G. s..,. (JIIILLI........).

Sn. Per cent.
~1 I n-mbllrl GilID ID Volume.

(Ten ontha). (Sennteen JIIontha).

1904, 88.40 60.99 612.75

11lOl1, 37.M a.so ••78

11106, 81.82 60.61 678.04

Average, St.lU 61.27 611.111
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Size of Scallop (Millimeters).

D.A.TII. • 8M. ."3. .....
Aug. I, . 1l.00 1l.00 1l.00 2.00
Sup•. I, • 12.40 18.76 11.llS 12.66
0Cl. 1,. 2ll.64 26." 21.61 29.20
Nov. I, . 82.SO 86.16 SO.78 88.11
Dec. I, . 88.40 1I7.00 81.82 M.lI4o
May I, • S.~.40 87.60 81.1!2 ".lI4o
June I, . 88.811 42.20 87.49 89./11
July I, 41.111 44.27 89.88 41.77
Aug. 1, • 44.01 46.ti4 42.811 44.117
8epe. I, • 49.64 111.90 48.70 00.08
Oct. 1,. l1li.18 66.88 64.46 l1li.111
Nov. 1,. 60.40 6l.76 119.89 60.611
Dec. I, • 60.99 6ll.SO 60.111 61.27

Growth in VarioUB Localities. - The growth of the scallop is largely
determined by its environment. Owing to the diversity of natural
conditions within small bodies of water more definite conclusions can
be drawn from special localities than by comparing one locality or
section with another, owing to the difficulty of determining the average
growth for so large an area. Nevertheless, it is of interest to compare
the growths in the different parts of the State in a general way, without
making too fine a distinction between the individual towns. The follow
ing figures are based on a large number of measurements of several
sets:-

Sue of Scallops (Ms"Uimetef's).

TBII hUlm•. TBII Cu•• Buzz.A.n'. B.A.Y.

D"TL
NllDhabt.! Bdpl'towD. Chaiham. IIl00000OY. North IFalmouth. IlarIOD.

Aug. I, • 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 9.00
Sept. 1, • 10.811 10.10 12.48 12.61 18.77 16.29
0cL 1,. 19.57 18.09 22.71 28.011 26.86 BO.86
Nov. 1,. 27.79 26.611 82.40 82.90 86.BO 48.64
Dec. 1,. 28.72 16.48 88.:10 11'.02 87.64 4/1.111
May I, • 98.71 26.48 88.60 84.02 87.64 46.16
June I, • M.ll3 82.84 88.72 3Y.88 42.119 49.IM
Jnly 1,. 86.98 84.81 40.9"2 4l.57 44.72 111.96
AU~.I, • 40.02 87.88 48.611 44.811 47.87 64.47
Sup.l,. 411.02 48.98 49.08 49.1lII 1 52.llll 59.411
Oct. I,. M.llS 49.88 64.88 64.98

I
117.77 64.29

Nov. 1,. 117.:10 l1li.49 6ll.1I3 60.89 6I1.1Ill 68.l!8
Dec. 1,. 118.18 118.18 119.90 60.90 68.18 69.40

Compaf'ison of the Diffef'ent Sets. - In the second table given under
the average Maseachusetts scallop a comparison of the different sets
can be found for the whole scalloping district. A better idea of the
variation can be given in comparing the sets for four years in the same
IlX'ality, the Powder Hole: -
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S_ (KILL'.........).

SaT.

lllO4,

Il106,

1906,

1907,

The 1907 set was peculiar in showing a much slower growth than the
previous sets. This was due to the partial closure of the entrance to
the Powder Hole during the summers of 1907 and 1908, which deprived
the scallops of the circulation of water which they formerly had. This
peculiar set has already been discussed in conneetion with the length of
life of the scallop, as nearly all reached the age of twenty-seven months.

Comparison with Rhode Island. - A comparison of the rate of growth
of the different sections in Massachusetts with the Narragansett Bay
scallops shows that the average Massachusetts scallop is much smaller
and less rapid in growth than its neighbor, except in the Buzzard's Bay
section, where the conditions more nearly approximate Narragansett
Bay. This difference is probably due to the warmer water, which per
mits earlier spawning and more rapid growth. The Rhode Island
figures in the following table are taken from the report of Jonathan
Risser (2) in the Rhode Island Commission of Inland Fisheries, 1904:-

Size of Scallops (Millimeters).

DA.Ta. Rhodellland. Bua_d'e Cape Cod. lalande. A..erage~
Bay. chueetta.

OCt. 2, 42.00 27.88 22.88 IS.9S 2S.~

Dee. 4, ".00 41.M 83.76 27.80 34.24

Jan. 11, 56.00 41.M 88.76 27.80 54.lU

March 20, M.SO 41.85 83.76 27.60 34.lU

April 21, lIS. SO 41.85 83.76 27.60 34.24

May 30, 60.00 46.27 89.03 83." 89.M

July I, 60.00 4S.54 41.26 M.110 41.77

Aug. 1, 62.76 60.92 ".00 118.116 ".57

Sept. 18, 71.80 69.0J 62.S1 4S.96 68.42

OCt. 16, 79.00 68.88 67.08 68.89 lIS. 11

Nov. 16, 81.00 66.00 60.10 M.llS 1IO.1l8

Dee. 3, 88.00 66.27 60.40 67.13 61.27

an. 11, M.OO 66.27 60.40 57.18 61.27J
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.Age and Growth. - With the exception of the winter months (De
cember to May), during' which no growth takes place, the scallop con
tinues to increase in size until its death. The proportionate growth as
determined by the volumetric increase steadily diminishes after the
period of first shell formation (the veliger or embryonic shell). On the
other hand, the actual gain in inches or millimeters is approximately
constant for the first summer, then slowly decreases during the second
and even third, provided the animal lives beyond the two-year limit.
The point is well illustrated by the following experiment: scallops of
the 1904, 1905 and 1906 sets were suspended in wire cages under simi
lar conditions from a raft at llonomoy Point for a period of fifty
three days during the summer of 1906 (Fig. 86). The smaller
(younger) scallops showed a greater capacity for growth both in actual
increase and in volume. The 1904 set gave an actual increase of 2.10
millimeters in height, or 112 per cent. in volume, a return of less than
1~ bushels for every bushel planted; the 1905 set 3.94 millimeters
in height, or 125 per cent. in volume, a return of 1% bushels; the 1906
set 10.86 millimeters in height, or 309 per cent. in volume, a return of
over 3 bushels. From these figures it is evident that the "seed" (1906
set) gave about twelve times the growth in volume of the yearlings
(1905 set), and twenty-five times the growth of the 1904 scallops, which
had lived beyond their allotted life; and that there is a successive de
crease, both numerically and volumetrically, in the rate of growth with
the aging of the scallop.

EmJironment and G-rowth. - Two great factors influence all animal
and plant life, - heredity and environment. In the case of the scallop,
environment seems to possess the greater influence on the variation
of the species, as varieties are more dependent upon the natural sur
roundings than upon hereditary characteristics. By environment is
meant the natural conditions within which the animal lives, and which
determine its struggle for existence. The question of food, enemies,
exposure, protection, situation in large or small bodies of water, in or
out of tidal currents, temperature, etc., are all factors influencing to
a more or less extent the life and habits of the scallop, making it large
or small, heavy or light shelled, firm or poor meated, etc. Particularly
with marine animals does environment largely determine size, shape,
habits and rate of growth.

With many aquatic animals larger specimens of the same species are
found in the great bodies of water than in the small, showing that the
area of water, either by a more plentiful food supply or in other ways,
determines the general size. Looking at the matter from a different
standpoint, that of current, it seems that scallops which have the greater
amount of water passing over them (which can be compared to resi
dence in a larger area) are larger and of faster growth than the scallops
which do not have the same volume of water.
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(a) Growth in Respect to Current. - The most important factor in
shellfish growth is a good current of water. The use of the word cur
rent does not mean necessarily a rapid stream or an exceedingly swift
flow, but a good circulation of water over the bed.

The chief office of the current is as a food carrier. The scallop ob
tains its nourishment from microscopic plants, called diatoms, which are
found throughout the water. The amount of this food is approximately
uniform, and the scallops situated in a current naturally receive more
food than those in still water. With mollusks the growth is directly
proportionate to the amount of food, and the scallop receiving the moat
food increases in size most rapidly. A homely comparison can be made
by likening the scallop in the current to the ~an seated at a moving
lunch counter, who is able to continually obtain a new supply of food,
while his neighbor at the stationary table (the scallop in the still water)
is limited to the food within reach. For all practical purposes current
means food, and within limits the increase in current indicates the
increase in the amount of food, thus furnishing an index for the rate
of growth. Theoretically, other factors enter into the problem, such
as (1) variations in the amount of food in different localities; (2) the
feeding capacity of the scallop, since beyond a certain maximum value
an increase in current means no increase in the amount of assimilated
food; (3) the freedom of the water from contamination and silt, which
impedes the feeding powers of the animal. The shellfish culturist can
take the current as his guide for planting, and follow the rule that,
as long as the flow of water does not harm the planted shelltlsh in other
ways, the swifte~ current gives the faster growth.

Current not only brings food to the scallop but also furnishes the
lime in solution which is utilized in building the shell, a process as
essential in the growth of the scallop as the nourishment of the soft
parts by the food in the water. The amount of lime in solution varies
in different waters, but this difference is largely obviated by the changes
in the current. As an example, a scallop will grow no faster in water
rich in lime which is comparatively stagnant than it will in water rela
tively much poorer where there is a stronger current.

The third office of the current is a purely sanitary one. It sweeps
away the decaying vegetable matter so destructive to scallops situated
in thick eel grass, and all other poisonous debris which would otherwise
kill the scallops by contamination, or at all events would check their
growth.

The relationship of current to growth has been experimentally shown
in several ways, all of which demonstrate that in the case of the scallop
current is the main essential for rapid development. The following
observations and experiments are cited as confirmatory evidence:-

(1) Eel-grass 11. Channel Scallops. - In observing the catch from
the scallop beds, it was recorded that the larger scallops always came
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from the deep water or channel, while the smaller were taken in the
eel grass or shallow water. This difference held true to such an extent
that the scallop fishermen could tell by the appearance of the scallop
from what section of the bed it came. The shallow-water scallops are
much smaller, usually proportionately thicker, and have not the large
"eye" and fine appearance of the channel scallops, which are preferred
by the scallopers. From a study of the natural conditions of the scallop
beds, it appeared that this difference in growth was not due to the mere
change in the depth of water but was due to current. The channel
llCaliops on clear bottom receive better circulation of water than in the
eel grass, which cuts off nearly all flow of water. Places were found
where scallops in deep water without current showed no more growth
than the shallow-water variety, while, on the other hand, shallow-water
scallops situated near the mouth of an estuary where the tide flowed
swiftly back and forth were nearly as large as the deep-water variety.
Therefore, while the general distinction between large and small scallops
appears to be merely that of deep and shallow water, the fundamental
reason is the presence or the lack of current.

(2) Pe"nea, Scallops at Monomoy Point. - Two pens were located
in the Powder Hole at Monomoy Point in 1906. The first was located in
an unfavorable situation in shallow water, in thick eel grass which shut
off all circulation. The second pen was located in a more favorable
situation, where the eel grass was thin and a gentle circulation was
caused twice a day by the inflowing of the tide. This pen was situated
close to the shore and was by no means adapted for more than ordinary
growth. In comparing the growth of the two pens. from May 1 to
August 1 for the same sized scallops it was found that pen 1 gave a
gain in volume of 12 per cent., while pen 2 furnished an increase of 35
per cent. for the same sized scallops, or nearly three times as fast as
pen 1. This furnishes a concrete example of the effect of the lack of
circulation, as other conditions were very similBJ: in th.e two pens,
which were situated only a short distance apart, in the same depth of
water, and about the same distance from shore.

(3) Basket Growth 0" Raft ana, on Shore. - Scallops of the 1906
set were obtained from Stage Harbor, Chatham, Sept. 7, 1906, and
8IlSpended in wire baskets from the raft (Fig. 79), and in pen 2 near
the shore. The llCaI10ps on the raft, which was located in the deepest
part of the Powder Hole, received the best circulation of water and
showed a surprisingly fast growth. The difference is brought out by
comparing the raft growth with the natural growth of the Stage Harbor
set for the same time, and for the basket growth in pen 2 of the same
set of scallops. The gain from September 7 to November 22, a period of
seventy-six days, was 17.28 millimeters for the raft, 14.08 millimeters
for the Stage Harbor scallops, and 10.40 millimeters for the shore.
Considering the raft growth as 100 per cent., Stage Harbor would be
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81.48 per eent., and the shore 60.18 per cent. The actual gain in volume
for each locality would be raft 662 per cent., Stage Harbor 475 per
cent., shore 293 per cent. (Fig. 88).

(4) In comparing the growth of penned scallops during 1906 at
Chatham, Powder Hole, Monument Beach and Marion in reference to
the natural conditions, the pens with the best circulation of water
invariably showed the fastest growth, as can be observed in detail by
referring to the table under artificial growth.

(5) The Stage Haf'bor Set.-An excellent opportunity for observ
ing the effect of current on the growth of young scallops was found at
Stage Harbor in 1906. The set was located at the entrance to Stage
Harbor on a flat extending about 90 yards from the east shore to the
channel, whieh curves close to Harding's Beach, on the opposite side.
Thick eel grass covered this flat except near the channel, where it grew
scatteringly. The water at mean low tide is from 6 to 9 inehes deep
over most of the flat, gradually deepening at the edge of the eel grass
toward the channel. The rise and fall of the tide is about 2% feet.
At low course tides the greater part of the flat is exposed. The differ
ence in the flat is mostly due to the tide, which sweeps in and out of the
harbor at every rise and fall, so that there is a strong current always
running in the channel. The result is to give that portion of the flat
near the channel more current than the portion further ~way, and the
part near shore hardly any. The young scallops were evenly distributed
over the flat, although the channel portion was not so heavily set. The
growth of seallops of the 1906 set was followed hy dividing the flat
into three seetioos, passing from the shore to the channel, each roughly
30 yards wide, and by measuring the average size of scallops in each
of these sections at different dates. Four measurements were made,
Oct. 26, 1906, April 4, 1907, May 1, 1907, and July 1, 1907. By calcu
lating the difference in the rate of growth and size at each date, the
following figures ·were obtained. Giving the area near the channel
(the area of fastest growth) 100 per cent., the middle portion would
have a value of 87.M per cent., while the shore section would have
77.79 per cent. These figures conclusively show the effect of location
on the growth of scallops, as in this case scallops of the same set mani
fested a much greater growth when situated near circulating water.
Placing the same in measurements as taken July 1, 1907, when the
scallops were exactly one year old, we would have in current portion
scallops 42.81 millimeters in size, middle, 37.77 millimeters, shore, 32.95
millimeters, showing a difference of nearly 10 millimeters between the
current scallops and the shore, possihly 70 yards apart and of the same
set. Computing the growth of the standard scallop (25 millimeters) for
each of these areas for a definite period, the following comparative
gains in volume, 482 per cent., 280 per cent., and 146 per cent. were
obtained (Fig. 87).
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(b) Gr01l:th ana SOI1. - It is impossible to state definitely the exact
e1I'eet of soil upon the growth of the scallop. The character of the
bottom apparently affects the growth but little, as the scallop rests only
on the surface and is constantly shifting its position. In this way the
scallop is different from the quahaug and clam, which lie buried under
the surface. While the adult scallop is little affected by the nature
of the soil, the young scallop would soon perish in soft mud were it not
attached to eel grass during the early period of its life. The best bottom
Beems to be a tenacious sand (sand with a slight mixture of mud) with
thin eel grass. The most common type, that of the shallow flats, is of a
sandy nature with various thicknesses of eel grass. In the case of the
large channel scallop, the soil is either sand, gravel, hard mud, shells,
with but little eel grass.

The only means of influencing the growth is by the action of the
organic acids in certain soils which affect the chemical composition of
the lower valve, the only part of the scallop in contact with the soil.
Sometimes in cold weather the scallop sinks down in little hollows in
the soil, bringing more surface in contact with the bottom. Fortu
nately, localities of injurious nature are of infrequent occurrence on the
scallop grounds and are limited in extent.

(c) Growth in Eel Grass. - The soil indirectly affects the growth of
the scallop by the production of eel grass, which is found in more or
1888 abundance on the scallop beds. Eel grass, especially on the shallow
flats, occurs either as (1) thick clusters with open spaces intervening,
(2) thinly scattered or (3) thick masses. Only in the last case is eel
grass a serious check to growth, as it then cuts off a proper circulation
of water, which is the main essential for rapid development, although
in the other two types there is more or less interference, according to the
thickness of the eel grass. By a comparison between growth on clear
sand bottom and in thick eel grass, where other conditions were approxi
mately the same, the scallops on the clear bottom show a greater rapidity
of growth than those within the grass, showing that the difference was
mainly due to a lack of circulation.

(a) Effect of Temperature. - The factor next in importance to cur
rent in determining the growth of the scallop is temperature. The
scallop needs a temperature over 45° F. for growth, thus differentiating
the growing months (May 1 to December 1) from the winter months
(It'ig. 89). Naturally, cessation of growth would be attributed to a
lack of food. While by actual count there is a decrease in the amount
of food (diatoms) in the water about December 1, it is not sufficient to
account for the cessation of growth at this date. Indications point to
the fact that the activity of the scallop in procuring food has declined,
as the animal has become sluggish with a lowering of the water tempera
ture, and during the winter months remains inert on the bottom, nestling
in little hollows in the sandy soil.
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Waters of high temperature usually show more rapid growth, prob
ably due to (1) the earlier start in the spring and longer season, (2)
more rapid growth throughout the summer months from an increased
food supply. Diatoms multiply more rapidly in warm waters and the
food supply ill consequently greater. The effect of temperature can be
seen by comparing the scallops of Cape Cod and Buzzard's Bay. The
former do not attain the size of the latter, which are the largest RCallops
produced in the Commonwealth. The same comparison holds true
between Rhode Island and Massachusetts, as in the warmer waters of
Narragansett Bay the scallops develop more rapidly. While in both
cases other natural conditions play an important part, it is only fair
to assume that temperature is a most important factor.

(e) Growth and Salinity. - The oyster is extremely sensitive to
changes in the salinity of the water, both in regard to spawning and
growth. The growth of the scallop, on the other hand, is not materially
affected by these changes. A sudden decrease in salinity, as after a
severe rain, often kills young scallop larvle, and transferring scallops
from water of one density to another during the breeding season has
been found to check the spawning.

Scallops are found in waters ranging in density from 1.010 to 1.027,
i.e., an equal mixture of salt and fresh, as in mouths of rivers, to
extreme salinity. Rough experiments have demonstrated that seallops
live and grow equally well between these limits, and that any differences
in growth are due to other conditions.

(f) Depth of Water. - The question of the most favorable depth for
growth is of importance to the scallop planter. In nature scallops are
found at any depth, from flats exposed at low tide to 60 feet, although
the usual limits are less than 25 feet. In too shallow water severe
winters destroy the sets, so the scallop should be deep enough to escape
the ice. As shown by the channel v. eel-grass (shallow water) scallop,
the greater growth occurs in the deep waters; but, as has been stated,
this is essentially due to the better circulation in the channel.

Scallops were suspended in wire baskets from the raft in the Powder
Hole at different depths during the summer of 1906. The water was
20 feet deep. Four baskets, each containing 100 "seed" scallops
about 20 millimeters in size, were suspended for seventy-six days at
6,7, 8 and 9% feet from surface. When measured a regular decrease
of about one millimeter per foot was found, the 6-foot basket evidencing
the greatest gain, and thEl rest less in definite order, ending with 91h
foot basket. These figures indicate that the best depth for this particular
locality was about 5 feet from the surface. Similar experiments with
older scallops gave negative results.

Artificial Growth. - The greater part of the growth experiments on
the scallop were conducted under the artificial conditions that would be
employed in scallop culture. In order to record the rate of growth
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correctly, it was necessary to have some means of confining the scallops.
This was done in three ways: (1) pens of wire netting; (2) wire cages;
(3) an inclosed body of water, the Powder Hole. Only the first two
can properly be considered artificial, as in the Powder Hole the scallops
were in their natural environment. The records were taken at monthly
intervals, three measurements being taken of each scallop.

The pens were located at Monomoy Point, Chatham, Nantucket, Mon
ument Beach, Marion, and in the Annisquam and the Essex riveN. The
size of the pens ranged from 40 to 400 square feet, either of sufficient
height to extend above the average tide, or covered with a netting to
prevent the scallops escaping. The posts were made of 2 by 3 feet
joists firmly fixed in the soil and placed at sufficient intervals to hold
the netting taut. Wire netting (ll;4-inch mesh) and old seines were used,
the greatest difficulty being to secure the bottom firmly, which was done
by base-boards and by fastening the netting in the sand with long
wooden pegs. (A complete description of the construction of the pens
is given in chapter VII.) It is only fair to state here that pens can
probably be improved in such a manner that better results can be ob
tained, and many of the difficulties of artificial culture can be eliminated.

(a) A rlificial compared with Natural Growth. - For some reason
the scallops in the pens do not grow as rapidly as the unconfined scallops
in the same locality. This is proved by a comparison of the growth of
penned and unpenned scallops in the Powder Hole in 1905, and also by
the table of comparative growths in the pens in the various localities
during the summer of 1906. In the first case the growth approximated
14.30 millimeters for the penned, as compared with 25.04 millimeters
for the unpenned, showing a gain of 10.74 millimeters, or 75 per cent.
The average growth from five pens was 16.77 millinieters, as compared
with 26.29 for the unpenned, showing a difference of 9.52 millimetel'l1,
or 56.8 per cent. It seems peculiar that merely limiting the range of
the scallop should have this detrimental effect upon its growth. Several
explanations are in order: (1) lack of food by overcrowding in the
pens; while this is a very probable explanation, as the scallops were
much thicker in the pens than without, it does not seem to hold true
for the pens which contained but few seallops, as t~ese no wise differed
from the others; (2) the accumulation of seaweed and other plant life
on the meshes of the netting, which prevented the proper degree of
circulation; (3) the lessened activity of the scallop as compared with
the freedom of those without, -i.e., lack of exercise. Probably to no one
of these explanations can be attributed the whole cause, but rather that
all three are more or less involved.

This fact, when applied to scallop culture, is important, as the planter
would naturally be desirous of at least attaining as good a growth, if
not better, than under natural conditions, and yet if he confines the
seallops in small pens he is unable to obtain a maximum yield. There
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is no reason to believe that this difficulty cannot be overcome by the
construction of improved pens, and by requisite care in cleaning. On
the other hand, 88 is stated in chapter VI., under" Artificial Culture,"
scallop culture can only be succeBBfully conducted in inclOiled bodies of
water, since the expense of erecting pens would offset the profitH.
Pens should merely be used to hold the immediate catch for market and
rarely utilized for rearing purposes.

Penned and Unpenneel Scallop Growth in 1906.

P........,. Ull..,.....,.

LoO.UlOII.
Gain IGain In Volume GaIn IGaIn in Volume

(1III11imeten). (Per Cent.). (IIIUUmeterl). (Per Cent.).

Powder Hole, 111.84. 408.00 !Il.1IO 966.00

Chatham, 24..211 m.oo \!ll.40 831.00

Monument Beach, 16.00 411.00 !:l.W 7llO.00

Marlon, 11.00 2!lO.00 24..211 7211.00

Average, 16.77 4116.00 26.29 818.00

(b) Results from Artificial Growth. - The greater part of the points
enumerated in this chapter were obtained from the experiments upon
confined scallops, which, although merely approximating natural condi
tions, were the only means available for arriving at definite conclusions
upon the growth of the scallop. For comparative work and as snpple
mented by definite observations on the natural beds, they proved of
great value in respect to the following: (1) length of life; it was neces
sary to confine the scallops to ascertain the duration of life, which
results were supplemented by use of tagged and unconfined scallops;
(2) the growing months and the relative economic value of each month,
mainly determined from the pen experiments at Monomoy; (3) the
comparative rate of growth of the different sizes, determined from pen
and cage experiments; (4) growth during the spawning SeaBOn; (5)
the effect of environment and natural conditions which affect the rate
of growth, resldting rrom (a) currents, (b) soil, (c) eel grass, (el) tem
perature; (6) density; (7) depth of water. These were determined by
a comparison of the natural conditions for each pen and the effect
which each had upon growth.

Among others, the following facts have been demonstrated by arti
ficial growth experiments: -

(1) Scallops transplanted to Waters North of Boston. - Three pens
were planted in May, 1906, two of these in the ESBeX River and one in
the Annisquam River, with scallops brought from Cape Cod. Unfortu
nately, no records could be obtained as the pens were swept away by
the swift tidal currents of the north shore rivers, and no trace of the
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BC&llops were obtained. Undoubtedly there are but few places ill these
rivers where the temperature and other conditions are such that trans
planted scallops can live. As a whole, the region is unsuited for the
scallop and no industry can ever be expected.

(2) Deformity of Shell of Scallops grow'll under Artificial Condi
tions. - Scallops confined under arti'ncial conditions frequently show
deformities. In nature, deformities in shell occur occasionally, usually
being due to the loss of part of the secreting mantle or by contact with
some object. The young" seed " scallops confined in the wire cages fur
nished three types of deformity: (1) a general type, the ratio of width
to height being much greater than in the normal" seed;" (2) the thick
ness of the caged "seed" exceeded the thickness of the normal scallop;
(3) many individuals in the cages showed indented shells, angular pro
jections corresponding to the position in which they had rested in con
tact with the wire sides, and numerous other malformations occasioned
by their cramped quarters. All these factors operated against perfect
work in recording the growth of the caged scallop.

(3) Growth of Small and Large Scallops of the Same Age. - The
size of the" seed" scallops of any set vary greatly, but by the time they
are ready for market the size is more nearly uniform for scallops under
similar conditions, i.e., there is less individual variation. One of the
surprising facts noted was that the penned scallops, by the increased
rapidity of growth, caught up with the larger before the season was over.
In one pen two lots of scallops which on May 1 measured 38 and 46
millimeters respectively, by December 1 were each 60 millimeters in
height, the smaller scallops having made up the difference of ;3 of an
inch, and had a gain in volume of 477 per cent., while the 46-millimeter
scallop had only increased 249 per cent. in volume (Fig. 90). In sev
eral cases this fact was observed and substantiated, likewise from
measurements of the natural scallops, showing that the scallops which
are backward in growth the first year, either from poor location or
late spawning, when placed under favorable conditions have a greater
potential energy for growth than the larger "seed," and practically
make up the loss in the first season by increased gain during the second.

(4) Indit'iaual Yariation and Heredity. - Each scallop has its indi
vidual characteristics. Take any number of scallops of the same size,
no matter how few, and let them grow for a month or more. When
measured considerable variation will be found, in spite of the fact that
all the scallops had the same advantages and were under the same con
ditions. It is due to the individual variation in the growing powers of
the different scallops, such as, e.g., their capacity for feeding or shell
secretion, and is primarily the result of either injury or heredity. Indi
vidual scallops have been marked and it has been found that generally
a slow-growing scallop will keep the same rate during the entire lleason,
in spite of changed position.
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(5) Overcrowding. - Overcrowding tends to decrease the general
rate of growth, as too many mouths are drawing from a limited food
supply, and unless there is considerable circulation of water the amount
per capita is limited. rrhe stronger the current the greater number can
be planted per square foot. The wire cages suspended from the raft
demonstrated the effects of overcrowding. Under uniform conditions
" seed" scallops averaging 21 per cubic foot gained 21.45 millimeters in
height, or 1,092 per ceilt. in volume, in seventy-six days, while those
averaging 153 per cubic foot gained 15.59 millimeters, or 659 per cent.
in volume, a difference of 433 per cent. In this case the circulation of
water was excellent, yet the difference was decidedly marked.

(6) Cage v. Natural Growth for Small Scallops (tlSeed "). - The 1906
set on the raft was recorded by confining some in wire cages of small
mesh, increased in size as the scallops became larger, and by measure
ments of the scallops which naturally were attached to the different spat
boxes. The result was that the caged scallops gained only 15.70 milli
meters between August 17 and November 22 (ninety-seven days), both
classes being 3 millimeters in size on August 17, while the natural set
gained 29 millimeters in the !IaJlle period. The difference is explained
by (1) lack of food, the meshes of the cage shutting off. the circulation
of food organisms; (2) abnormal growth, due to deformities resulting
from cage environment. It is impossible to overcome these difficulties
in obtaining the rate of growth of the Elcallop from caged specimens.

1905 Set during 1906.

Po,.".. BOLlI. C.ATHA•• llIoxllDJIT
IlIAaIOll'.Buc•.

Pen 1. I PenS. Pen •• Pen •• Pen ••

May 1, 1906, 61.00 mm. 4Il.SO mm. 42.'11 mm. 47.110 mm. 110.46 mm.

June I, 1906, . 61.86 mm. '11.48 mm. 47.27 mm. 1iO.18mm. 1ii.68 mm•

July I, 1906, 62.27 mm. 49.76mm. 49.21/ mm. 61.60mm. M.M mm.

Aug. 1,1906, 62.80mm. 61.89mm. 61.80mm. 63.40mm. M.69mm.

Sept. I, 1906, 63.88 mm. M,mlmm. 116.74 mm. 116.80mm. 116.llS mm.

Oct. 1,1906, M.86mm. 67.80mm. 61.61 mm. 6O.19mm. 69.14 mm.

Nov. 1,1906, M.81 mm. 8O.80mm. 66.20mm. 68.16mm. 61.lIllmm.

Dec. I, 1906, M.92mm. 61.14 mm. 66.78mm. 88.liOmm. 61.46mm.

Gain, 4.92mm. '16.84 mm. 24.26mm. 16.00mm. 1l.OOmm.

Gain In volnme for
ItaDdard SO mllll.
mer.er _\lop, lliOll 406lI 721111 411" 280lI
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Natural Conditiom.

97

)[O.OIlOY. eRA.TH......
)[ORUIIUT

IIb.,OB.
BUCR.

Pen 1. I Peu •• Peu •• Peu4. PenG.

Size ot pen, III x 10 teel, . 40x 10 feet, . 7x6 teet, 10 x 10 teet, • lOx 10 teet.

LocaUon, • Bay, Bay, Entrance to Bay, Small cove.
harbor.

DlalAnce trom 80 teet, 20 teet, 2.0 feet, 20 teet, IlIO teet.
abore.

Current, None, Fair, Excellent, Fair, Sllght.

8011, Coone .and, Coarse sand, Hardl.elloW Gravel, Mnd, Soft mud.
BaD.

Eel gr&ll8, • Thlcll:, . Thin, Very I.hin, None, Thick.

RIse ot tide, Z~ teet, 2~ teet, S.S teet, • teet. • teet.

Depth ot water, l~ teet, 2~ teet, 1 fool, . 2~ teet, 1~ teet.

SallDlty, 1.021, 1.021, 1.020, 1.019, 1.017.

Number ot acal. 810, 2800, 100, Sill, S8(l.
lopa.

Oyster drill, Oyater:drlll.EDemlea, Oyater drill, Oyster drill, Starllah,

CHAPTER VI. - THE INDUSTRY.

While a description of the natural conditions of the beds, the methods
of capture and the preparation of the scallop for market may prove of
slight information to the fisherman, the general public has little knowl
edge of the methods used in the fishery. For this reason the following
pages are primarily intended for the average reader, although different
methods are employed in the various parts of the coast, and often the
seallop fishermen in one locality are only familiar with the methods used
in their immediate vicinity. In such eases information as to methods in
other localities as regards implements, boats, dredges, etc., is an im
portant factor in the development of the industry, and since the aim of
this report is the improvement of the scallop fishery, no apology is
necessary for the repetition of special parts of the Mollusk Report
of 1909.

The Fishing Grounds.

Scalloping territory is a variable asset, as the beds 8re constantly
changing according to the location of the yearly sets, and a description
of the grounds for any reason may vary from preceding or succeeding
periods. In a general way the location and distribution of the scallop
beds are shown on the accompanying map (Fig. 78). For greater detail
the reader is referred to the Mollusk Report of 1909.

The scalloping territory, which is entirely confined to southeastern
Massachusetts, can be separated into four main divisions: (1) the north
side of Cape Cod; (2) the south side of Cape Cod; (3) Buzzard's Bay;
(4) the islands of Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket.
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North Side of Cape Cod. - While there is some evidence from old
records that scallops once existed as far north as Boston, they are not
found at the present time further north than Plymouth, where it is
reported that within the past few years a few could occasionally be
gathered on the eel-grl\SS flats of the harbor. Between Plymouth and
Provincetown scallops can be obtained at Barnstable, Brewster, Well
fleet and Provincetown, but no extensive industry is carried on. This
section, owing to certain unfavorable conditions, probably uever will
be suitable for a prosperous fishery such as is maintained on the south
side of the Cape.

Natural conditions are practically the same for the entire section.
Plymouth, Barnstable, Wellfleet and Provincetown harbors are in many
respects similar, except that the two latter have different soil. The
chief characteristic is the great rise and fall of the tide, averaging about
10 feet, which leaves exposed at low water vast areas of flats on which
the scallops perish during the winter. Another unfavorable factor is
the extreme swiftness of the tides, for example, in Barnstable and Ply
mouth harbors, which cause a continual shifting of the sand bars and
wash the scallops upon the flats, where they are at the mercy of the
elements. Every form of sea life has its range, and Cape Cod may be
considered as the northern barrier in the distribution of the scallop.

The primitive methods of gathering the scallops by hand from the
exposed flats, or by pushers and dip nets in the shallow water, is fol
lowed. No regular dredging is carried on, and the industry, except
during the last two years at Brewster, has not been considered of any
importance. The origin of the scallops which wash ashore on the flats
of Cape Cod Bay at Provincetown and Brewster is unknown. The
fishermen believe that in the deeper waters of the bay is a large bed,
which furnishes the scallops that are annually washed ashore. In spite
of the fact that this bed has never been located, there is every reason
to believe in its existence.

(a) Barnstable Harbor. - On the eel-grass flats on the south side of
the harbor a few scallops ('an be found at the present time; but there
is not a sufficient number to make a regular business, such as was carried
on in 1877-78, according to Clark (11). The chances are that a severe
winter or some other adverse condition killed all the scallops in this
locality, and thus, by destroying the spawners, rendered impossible any
future supply.

(b) Orleans and Brewster Flats. - Along the bay shore of these
towns, about % mile from the high-water line, scallops are found every
winter in more or less abundance, varying from a scant few to a suffi
cient quantity, as in 1908-{)9, to make a profitable business for the
town of Brewster. The s(',allops, unless gathered, soon perish, as they
lie on the flats fully exposed to the chill of winter.
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(c) Wellfleet Harbor. - Scattering scallops are found near Billings
gate Island, on the north side of the harbor, and east of Jeremy's Point,
but no regular fishing is carried on.

(d) Pro-vtflCetowfi Harbor. - On the shore of the east bend of the
harbor, toward Truro, scallops are washed ashore in varying amounts
by the southwest winds. About fifteen years ago scallops were reported
as numerous, and it was not uncommon for a man to pick up 5 bushels
at one tide, but since 1900 few scallops have been found.

S01J,th Side of Cape Cod. - This section comprises the towns on the
south shore of the Cape from Chatham to :Mashpee. Here conditions
are extremely favorable, except for an occasional southerly blow, which
at times is sufficiently strong to wash the scallops in windrows on the
shore. Only the shellfish in the exposed waters on the open coast are
subject to this 1088. The other conditions, such as a small rise and fall
of tide (about 2 feet), good circulation of water, suitable bottom and
depth of water, are all favorable to the habitation of scallops. On some
flats during the low-rUnning winter tides there is considerable exposure,
as on the common flats of Chatham, and many scallops perish annually.
The greater part of the fishery is conducted on the open coast, at some
dist.ance from shore, by dredging, or with "pushers" on the low fiats
which skirt the shore. Scallops are also plentiful in the inclosed bays
which line the shore, such as Stage Harbor, Chatham; Lewis Bay, Hyan
nis; and Oysterville Bay, Burnstllble. The average size of the scallop
in this section is 2.13 inches. Few natural enemies are found. Starfish
and oyster drills are present, but not in sufficient number to be of
materIal damage. The total area comprised in this section is 12,700
acres.

(a) Chatham. - Scallops are found only in the southern waters of
the town. Between Inward Point and Harding's Beach many acres of
eel-grass flats, sheltered from the open ocean by Monomoy Island, fur
nish excellent grounds for scallops. The entire area of these grounds
is approximately 2,000 acres, although this whole territory is never
completely stocked in allY olle year. During the season of 1907--08 the
following places constituted the scalloping grounds: -

(1) Island flats in Stage Harbor, on the east side of the channel,
opposite Harding's Beach, furnish a number of scallops, which are
caught the first of the season, as these flats were near the town.
Here the water is not more than 1% to 2 feet deep at low tide, and
thick eel grass covers the greater part except near the channel.

(2) Directly south of Barding's Beach lies John Pen-y's fiat, com
monly known as "Jerry's," where there has been good scalloping for
many years.

(3) The westeru half of the Common Flats furnished the best scal
loping in 1907--08, as the seallops, though small (6 pecks to a gallon),
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were plentiful. These flats run nearly dry on low course tides, and
are covered with eel grass. Nearly every year there is a heavy set of
scallop seed, which, because of the exposed nature of the flats, is
wholly or partially destroyed. The entire set was destroyed in the win
ter of 1904-05, while 30 per cent. was lost in 1906--{)7.

(4) On the flats just south of Inward Point was another bed of
scallops.

(5) In the bend north of Inward Point scallops were plentiful.
(6) On the northwest edge of the Common Flats scallops can be

dredged over an area of 160 aeres at a depth of 5 fathoms. These
are of good size, opening 3% quarts to the bushel.

(b) H tJr1Dich. - The scallop territory of Harwich covers an extensive
area on the south side of the town, and in some places extends for a
distance of from 2 to 3 miles out from shore. Usually the scallops are
found,· as in the last season (1907-08), outside the bar, at a distance of
3 miles from shore, where they can be taken only by dredging from sail
or power boats. The intervening body of water .sometimes contains a
few scallops in a quantity to make a commercial fishery. The total
area of the scallop grounds is about 3,200 acres. 'The bottom is mostly
sandy, with patches of eel grass.

(c) Dennis. - The scallop grounds of Dennis and Yarmouth are
common property for the inhabitants of both towns, while other towns
are excluded from the fishery. The West Dennis scallopers fish mostly
on the Yarmouth flats at the mouth of Parker River, and between Bass
and Parker rivers on the shore flats. There is also scalloping along the
shore on the Dennis grounds. These grounds are for the "pushers."
Dredging is carried on at Deunisport, and the boats cover a wide terri
tory at some distance from the shore. The town possesses a large ares,
which either has scattering scallops or is well stocked one year and
barren the next. Nearly 2,250 acres of available territory are included
in the waters of the town. The flats, which are of sand with thick or
scattering eel grass, according to the locality, afford a good bottom for
scallops. Were it not for the eel grass, the scallops would perish by
being washed on the shore by southerly winds.

(d) Yarmouth. - The scallop grounds of Yarmouth are on the south
side of the town, on the flats which border the shore from Bass River to
Lewis Bay. Part of the waters of Lewis Bay belong to the town of
Yarmouth, and scallops are found over all this territory. The nature
of the bottom is the same as at Dennis and Barnstable. The total area
of scallop territory is estimated at 2,250 acres. The scallop grounds of
Dennis are open to Yarmouth scallopers.

(e) Barnstable. - Although the scallop industry on the north coast
of the town is extinct, it still flourishes as of old on the south coast.
The bulk of the business is carried on h~re, and nearly all the shipments
are made from Hyannis and Cotuit. The grounds of Cotuit are quite
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small, extending over an irregular strip of 100 acres. The bottom is
mostly muddy, and covered with patches of eel grass. All the rest of
the bay, where the bottom is more suited for oyster culture, is taken up
by grants. This scalloping area, although small, is free to the scallopers
of Osterville, Cotuit, Marston's Mills and H;yannis, and even where
heavily set it is soon fished out. The scallop territory near Hyannis
comprises 2,700 acres, in the following localities: (1) Lewis Bay; (2)
near Squaw's Island; (3) Hyannisport harbor; and (4) the shore
waters. At Hyannisport small scallops are taken with " pushers" in the
shallow water, while large scallops are taken by dredging in the other
three localities. Scallops are found in ditl'erent parts and in varying
abundance each year.

(f) Mashpee. - The scallop territory of Mashpee lies in the Poppa
nesset River and Bay, comprising at most 200 acres. For the last eight
years there has been no scallop industry in the town. A few scallops
are occasionally gathered for home consumption.

Buzzard's Bay. - The third section comprises the waters at the head
of BU7..zard's Bay, the most protected and perhaps the most favorably
situated of the scalloping localities in respect to natural conditions.
The warmth and excellent circulation of the water as it courses in and
out of the numerous little bays and inlets are favorable to rapid growth,
and render possible the production of the large scallop, averaging 2.73
inches, found in this section. The medium rise and fall of the tide
(about 4 feet) and the eel-graes bottom give the scallops abundant pro
tection in contrast to the exposed situation in other localities. In spite
of these favorable surroundings great numbers of scallops perish from
the severe winters and from the attacks of their natural enemy, the
starfish. For seven years previous to the season of 1907-08 the scallop
fishery had been a failure in these waters, said" to have been due to the
inroads of this pest, but since that date it has again become of im
portance. The scalloping territory comprises 11,100 acres and is situ
ated in the towns of New Bedford, Fairhaven, Mattapoisett, Marion,
Wareham, Bourne and Falmouth. The fishing is carried on almost
wholly by dredging.

(a) New Bedford. - The scallop area comprises approximately 400
acres, principally in the Acushnet River and Clark's Cove.

(b) Fairhaven. - This town shares with New Bedford the scalloping
grounds of the Acushnet River, and has in addition a much larger terri
tory around Sl'.onticut Neck and West Island. The grounds comprise
about 2,500 acres, most of which is unproductive or productive only at
inten·als.

(c) Mattapoisett. - 'I'he scallop territory, comprising an area of
1,200 acres, much of which is open and exposed, is in general confined
to the following loealities: Nasketucket Bay, Brant Bay, Brant Island
Cove, Mattapoisett harbor, Pine Nel'k Cove and Aucoot Cove.
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(d) Mariotl. - The s(~allop grounds of the town exten!l over an area
of 1,500 acres, situated on both sides of Great Neck, and extending
from the Wareham line to Aucoot Cove.

(e) Wareham. - Situated at the head of Buzzard's Bay, this town
possesses a considerable water area which is suitable for scallops. The
entire territory, embracing appl'oximately 2,500 acres, extends in a
southwesterly direction from Peter's Neck, including Onset Bay, to
Abiel's buoy, and from there to Weweantit River. Scallops are also
found in the Wareham River. Scallops are mostly found in the deep
water, which makes dredging the only profitable method of scalloping iiI
this locality.

(f) Bourne. - The available scalloping territory covers approxi
mately 3,000 a('res, extending from Buttermilk Bay along the whole
coast of the town to Cataumet.

(g) Falmouth. - Scallops are found in Squeteague Pond, Wild
harbor, North Falmouth and in West Falmouth harbor. Scallops are
occasionally present in small quantities in Waquoit Bay, on the south
shore of the town.

The Islands of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard, - This section
bears evidence of the protection of a fishery by nature and the ability
of the inhabitants to foster a valuable industry. In both islands the
natural conditions are such as to supply the maximum aid in the preser
vation of the fishery. The scallop territory, for the most part, lies in
protected bays, Nantucket harbor, Cape Poge Pond and Vineyard
Haven. Certain parts of the territory w'e exposed and subject to condi
tions unfavorable for the scallop, but the greater portion is well inclosed
and favorably suited for regulating the distribution of "seed." The
rise and fall of the tides is slight, not averaging more than 2 feet. A
variety of bottom mostly covered with eel grass is found in all the
localities, while the depth of water over the beds averages from 10 to 15
feet, rarely exceeding 25.

In this section, no matter how scarce the supply may be elsewhere
in the State, the );eld of scallops is constant. While there is more or
less variation in the different years, extreme scarcity and superabun
dance, so common in the other sections, occur here but rarely, alld the
scallop supply from this locality is considered the most dependable in
Massachusetts. The total area comprised in this section is 7,300 acres.

(a) Nantucket. - The grounds lie both in Nantucket harbor and in
Maddequet harbor, on the west end of the island. The former of these
is the larger and more important, as the fishery is near the town. When
the scallops become scarce in Nantucket harbor, the scallopers adjourn
to the fresher beds of Maddequet. Nantucket harbor contains approxi
mately 3,000 acres of scallop territory; Maddequet and Muskeget, 1,500
acres.
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(b) Edgartown. - The important grounds are in Cape Poge Pond
and in Edgartown harbor, while occasionally beds of scallops, especially
"seed," are found in Katama Bay. These grounds comprise an area
of 2,000 acres, chiefly of grass bottom.

(c) Vineyard Haven. - The scalloping grounds of Tisbury are in
the harbor at Vineyard Haven. Only Vineyard Haven fishermen make
a business of scalloping here. The scallop grounds comprise an area
of 800 acres.

The Present Industry in MassatJhusetts.

In considering the scallop industry the following points should be
noted: (1) It has been necessary to record as scallop area any grounds
where scallops have ever been found, in spite of the fact that only
a portion of this total area is in anyone year productive. (2) The
boats engaged in the scallop fishery are but transitory capital, which
is utilized, outside of the scallop season, in other fisheries. (3) The
quahaug and scallop fisheries. in many towns supplement each other,
as the same men .and boats are engaged in both industries. (4· ) The
length of the season varies in the different localities. In New Bedford
and Fairhaven the scallops are mostly caught in a few weeks, as many
boats enter the business temporarily. This necessarily gives an excess
of invested capital and a small production. In these two towns the
Dnmber of scallop licenses are rel',orded, as showing the number of men
engaged in the fishery, while a.~ a fact but a small part of these are
steadily engaged in the industry.
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The History and Development of the Scallop Industry.

In considering the rise of a fishing industry, it is often difficult to
state exactly the year when the industry started, as there are differences
of opinion as to how large a fishery should become before it could be
justly considered an industry. The scallop fishery has existed for years,
but did not become an established industry of the Commonwealth before
the year 1872. At that time there was scarcely any demand for scallops
and the catch was marketed with difficulty. Since then the market for
the scallop has steadily increased, until the supply can hardly meet the
popular demand.

It seems almost incredible that the scallop as an article of food
should once have been scorned and practically unknown. In former
years the majority of people looked upon the highly colored shellfish,
with its beautiful shell, as poisonous and unfit for the table, in the same
manner as our country fathers considered the 1/ love apple," now the
tomato, as only an ornament for the garden. Popular taste and opinion
have changed, and the formerly despised scallop is now considered as an
important part of our sea food. What has been true with the scallop
applies equally well in regard to our future attitude towards sea food;
many species of fish and shellfish now considered as unwholesome will,
in the years to come, be considered as articles of food.

In early colonial days the scallop' was frequently mentioned by the
writers of that period, possibly because the attractive appearance of
the fan-like shell rendered it a conspicuous object on the beaches, and
possibly because the scallop shell had been from the time of the Crusades
of emblematic significance. The first use of the scallop was as fertilizer.
When blown ashore in quantities, the farmers occasionally came with
their carts and carried the decaying shellfish to spread over their inland
farms. The next step in the popularization of the scallop was made by
the domestic animals, such as cats, dogs, pigs, etc., as the inhabitants
let the swine obtain their living from the flats and shellfl.sh. No records
have been found by the writer to show that the Indians taught the
colonists the use of the scallop as an article of food, or that they were
conversant with its use for that purpose in England. So in all proba
bility the edible qualities of this mollusk gradually became known.

Previous to 1874 the industry WlUl of little importance as the scallops
were only gathered by hand or taken from the shallow water with dip
nets and rakes. This date marks the introduction of the dredge on Cape
Cod, which revolutionized the industry by opening new territory and
increasing the ease of capture in the deep water. From this time the
fishery steadily increased and the market correspondingly widened.

In Buzzard's Bay the fishery first started at New Bedford in the
Acushnet River in 1870, furnishing between 1870 and 1879 a winter
living for 15 men. From this locality the fishery spread rapidly in 1879
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among the other shore towns on the north side of the bay. In 1879
several boats from New Bedford commenced dredging in Wareham
waters, and the townspeople soon followed the example of the invaders.
From 1879 to 1899 the fishery became of importance as a winter industry
in the upper waters of the bay, and flourished until 1899, when it became
commercially extinct exeept at New Bedford and Fairhaven. The fall
of 1907 furnished a revival of the fishery, which has every indication
of becoming permanent.

The industry first started on Cape Cod at Hyannis in 1874, where a
number of men entered the new business; and for several years the
production increased rapidly, with the opening of new territory and
improved methods of capture. Thll other towns on the south side of the
Cape entered in th& new fishery at the same time and with similar
success. From that time on the fishery has been a variable factor in
the towns of this section, depending upon the supply.

On the islands the fishery began at Edgartown in 1875 and at Nan
tucket in 1883, and in both cases the supply has been fairly constant, a
poor or successful season depending more on the market price and the
abundance in the rest of the State than on the local supply.

While the natural supply has remained the same or has evidenced a
decline in certain localities, the value of the industry as a whole, both
in regard to the number of men engaged, capital invested and the market
returns, has steadily increased. Tae price of scallops varies from year
to year and at different parts of the same season; but in spite of the
irregularity of the catch the price per gallon has increased threefold
(from 50 cents to $1.50) since 1880, showing the increasing importance
of the fishery.

The Decline.

The most important questions which first come to mind when consid
ering the scallop industry of to-day are these: (1) Has there been any
decline in the industry' If so, how extensive' (2) What are the causes
of the decline'

Extent of the Decline. - There is no question but that the industry
as a whole has declined. This decline has made itself manifest, espe
cially in certain localities, e.g., Buzzard's Day, where until 1907 the
entire fishery, except at New Bedford and Fairhaven, had been extinct
for seven years. Along the south side of Cape Cod, at Edgartown and
Nantucket, the supply has, on the average, remained the same. Of
course there is varying abundance each year, but as a whole the industry
in these localities can hardly be said to have declined. On the other
hand, on the north side of Cape Cod we find a noticeable decline. A
scallop fishery no longer exists at Plymouth, Barnstable hlU"bor, Wellfleet
and Provincetown, though twenty-five years ago these places possessed
a slight industry.

So we have to-day in Massachusetts three localities, two of which show
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a marked decline in the scallop fishery, while the other shows some im
provement. Of the two depleted areas, the one (north of the Cape)
may never revive the industry; the other (Buzzard's Bay) gives indica
tions that the industry can once more be put on a profitable footing.
The only thing necessary is perpetual precaution on the part of the
fishermen in order to prevent this decline.

Causes of the .Decline. - The causes of the decline of this industry
can be grouped under three heads: (1) natural enemies; (2) overfishing
by man; (3) adverse physical conditions. In the last instance the
severe winters, storms, anchor frost, etc., bring destruction upon the
scallops, especially during early life. '

The Fishery.

The Season. - There is considerable diversity of opinion among the
scallopers as to when the scallop season should open. Some advocate
November 1 as the opening date, instead of October 1, as the present
law reads; and many argumepts are put forth by both sides.

The class of fishermen who desire November 1 are those who are
l!n!!,aged in other fishing during the month of October, and either have
to give it up or lose the first month of scalloping. Naturslly, they wish
a change, putting forth the additional argument of better prices if
the season begins later. The scalloper who is not engaged in other
fishing of course desires the law to remain as it is at the present time,
claiming that the better weather of Oct~ber gives easier work, more
working days, and allows no chance of loss if the winter is severe.

Under the present law, the town can regulate the opening of its
season w suit the demands of the market and the desire of the in
habitants. This does away with the necetl8ity of any State law on this
point, which, under the present system of town control, would be
inadvisable.

The general opinion of the fishermen is in favor of the present date,
October 1. As nearly as could be determined, about 75 per cent. favor
Oct~ber 1 and 25 per cent. November 1. This sentiment is divided by
localities, as more men were in favor of November 1 at Nantucket
and Edgartown than on Cape Cod and Buzzard's Bay, where very few
favored a change.

The Methods. - The methods of scalloping follow the historical
rise of the fishery. As the industry grew more and more important,
improvements became necessary in the methods of capture, and thus,
parallel with the development of the industry, we can trace a corre
sponding development in the implements used in the capture of the
scallop.

(a) Gathering by Hand. - When the scallop was first used as an
article of food, the primitive method of gathering this bivalve by hand
was used•.This method still exists on the flats of Brewster, and often
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in other localities after heavy gales wagons can be driven to the beaeh
and loaded with the scallops which have been blown ashore.

(b) Scoop Neta. - The hand method was not rapid enough for the
enterprising scallopers, and the next step in the industry was the use
of scoop nets, about 8 inches in diameter, by which the scallops could
be picked up in the water. These nets were attached to poles of vari
ous lengths, suitable to the depth of water. "This method," writes
Ingersoll (8), "was speedily condemned, however, because it could be
employed only where scallops are a foot thick and inches in length,
as one fisherman expressed it."

(c) The P~her. - The next invention was the lKHl811ed "pusher."
The "pusher" consists of a wooden pole from 8 to 9 feet long, at
tached to a rectangular iron frame 3 by 1% feet, upon which i9 fitted
a netting bag 3 feet in depth. The scalloper, wading on the flats
at low tide, gathers the scallops by shoving the "pusher" among the
eel grass. When the bag is full, the contents are emptied into the dory
and the process repeated. The scallopers who use the "pusher" go
in dories, which are taken to the various parts of the scalloping ground
and moved whenever the immediate locality is exhausted. This method
is in use to-day, but is applicable only to shallow flats, and can be
worked only at low tide, where dredging is impossible. It is hard
work, and noi as profitable as the better method of dredging. This
method of scalloping is used chiefly at Chatham, Dennis and Yar
mouth; occasionally at Nantucket and other towns.

(el) Dredging. - 'l'he greater part of the scallop catch is taken by
dredging, which is the most universal as well as the most profitable
method. The dredge, commonly pronounced "drudge," consists of
.an iron framework about 3 by 1% feet, with a netting bag attached,
which will hold froD! one to two bushels of scallops. Catboats, carry
ing from 6 to 10 dredges, are used for this method of scalloping. These
boats, with several "reefs," cross the scallop grounds pulling the
dredges, which hold the boat steady in her course. A single rnnwith
all the dredges overboard is called a "drift." The contents of all
the dredges is said to be the result or catch of the " drift."

When the dredges are hauled in they are emptied on what is known
as a culling board. This board runs the width of the boat, projecting
slightly on both sides. It is 3 feet wide, and has a guide 3 inches
high along each side, leaving the ends open. The scallops are then
separated from the rubbish, such as seaweed, shells, mud, etc., while
the refuse and seed scallops are thrown overboard by merely pushing
them oft' the end of the board. Each catch is culled out while the dredges
are being pulled along on the back "drift," and the board is again
clear for the next catch. The culled scallops are first put in buckets
and later transferred either to bushel bags or dumped into the cockpit
of the boat.
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Two men are usually required to tend from 6 to 8 dredges in a large
ratboat, but often one man alone does all the work. This seems to
be confined to localities, as at Nantucket nearly all the catboats have
two men. At Edgartown the reverse is true, one man to the boat,
though in power dredging two men are always used.

Several styles of dredges are used in scalloping, 8S each locality has
its own special kind, which is best adapted to the scalloping bottom
of that region. Four different styles are used in Massachusetts, two of
which permit a subdivision, making in all six different forms. Each
of these dredges is said by the scallopers using them to be the best;
but for all-round work the" scraper" seems the most popular.

(1) The Ohatham or Box Dredge. - As this dredge was first used in
Chatham, the name of the town was given to it to distin~h it from
the other styles. At the present time its use is confined to Chatham and
the neighboring towns of the Cape. With the exception of a very few
used at Nantucket, it is not found elsewhere in Massachusetts.

The style of the box dredge is peculiar, consisting of a rectangular
framework, 2:l by 12 inches, of fiat iron 1 by % inches, with an oval
shaped iron bar extending back as a support for the netting bag, which
is attached to the rectangular frame. To the side of the rectangular
frame is attached a heavy iron chain about 4 fcet long, to which is
fastened the drag rope.

(2) The. Scraper. - As can be seen by the illustration, this style
of dredge consists of a rigid iron frame of triangular shape, which
has a curve of nearly 90 0 at the base, to form the bowl of the dredge.
Above, a raised crossbar connects the two arms, while at the bottom
of the dredge a strip of iron 2 inches wide extends from arm to arm.
This strip acts as a scraping blade, and is set at an angle so as to dig
into the bottom. The top of the net is fastened to the raised crossbar
and the lower part to the blade.

The usual dimensions of the dredge are: arms, 21;2 feet; upper
crossbar, 2 feet; blade, 2% feet. The net varies in size, usually holding
about a bushel of scallops, and running from 2 to 3 feet in length.
Additional weights ('an be put on the crossbar when the scalloper
desires the dredge to scrape deeper. A wooden bar, 2 feet long, buoys
the net.

Two styles of this dredge are in use. At Nantucket the whole net
is made of twin~, while at Edgartown and in Buzzard's Bay the lower
part of the net is formed of a netting of iron rings, the upper half
of the net being twine. The iron rings are supposed to stand the wear
better than the twine netting. This difference seems to be merely a
matter of local choice. The" scraper" is perhaps the dredge most
generally used, as, no matter what style is in use, a scalloper generally
has a few " scrapers" among his dredges.

(3) The "Slider." - The principle of the "slider" is the reverse
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of the "scraper," as the blade is set either level or with an upward
incline, so the dredge can slide over the bottom. This dredge is used
on rough bottom and in places where there is little eel grass. In some
dredges the blade is rigid, but in the majority the blade hangs loose.

The" slider" used at Edgartown differs from the "scraper" by hav
ing perfectly straight arms and no curved bowl, the blade being
fastened to the arms in a hook-and-eye fashion.· T~ dimensions of
this dredge are the same as those of the "scraper,' although occa
sionally smaller dredges are found.

(4) The It Rollef''' Df'edge. - This style of dredge is used only in the
town of Mattapoisett, where the scallopers claim it is the most success
ful. The dredge is suitable for scalloping over rough ground, 88 the
blade of the dredge is merely a line of leads, which roll over the surface
of the ground gathering in the scallops.

The dredge consists of an oval iron frame, 32 by 20 inches, which
acts as the arms, and is attaehed to another iron frame, 32 by 3 inches.
The blade of the dredge consists of a thin rope with attached leads.
The net is made wholly of twine, and is about 2% feet long.

Outfit of a Scallopef'. - 'fhe average invested capital of the scalloper
can best be given for two classes, - the boat fisherman and the dory
fisherman: -

Total,

Boat
Boat, .
Dory, .
Six dredges,
Rope and gear,
Culling board,
Incidentals,
Shanty,

Total,

Fi&herman.
. $500 00

20 00
25 00
25 00
2 00
3 00

150 00

. $625 00

Dory, .
Oars, .
Pusher,
Shanty,

DOf'Y Fi&h8rma~.

$20 00
1 50
2 50

25 00

$4900

Scalloping with Powef' Boats. - The season of 1907 has witnessed
in Massachusetts the first use of auxiliary power in the scallop fishery.
At Edgartown the main part of the scalloping is now done by power,
which, in spite of the additional expense of 5 gallons of gasolene per
day, gives a proportionately larger catch of scallops. The Edgartown
scallopers claim that their daily catch, using power, is from one-third
to one-half better than under the old method of dredging by sail. Not
only can they scallop when the wind is too light or too heavy for suc
cessful scalloping by sail, but more "drifts" can be made in the same
time. A slight disadvantage of scalloping with power is the necessity
of having two men, as the steering of the power boat demands much
closer attention than the sail boat, which is practically held to a fixed
course by the dredges. A power boat for scalloping possesses only the
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disadvantage of additional cost; but it is only necessary to look forward
a few years, when expedition rather than cheapness will be in demand,
to a partial revolution in the present methods of scalloping, whereby
the auxiliary catboat will take the place of the sail boat in the scallop
fishery.

Prepariflg the Scallop for Market. (a) The "Eye." - The edible
part of the scayop is the large adductor muse.le. The rest of the animal
is thrown away, though in certain localities it is used as fish bait and in
others for fertilizer. Why the whole of the animal is not eaten is hard
to say. Undoubtedly all is good, but popular prejudice, which molds
opinion, has decreed that it is bad, so it is not used as food. This is
perhaps due to the highly pigmented and colored portions of the animal.
Nevertheless, there is a decided possibility that in the future we shall
eat the entire scallop, as well as the luscious adductor muscle.

The adductor muscle is called by the dealers and fishermen the" eye,"
a name given perhaps from its important position in the animal, and its
appearance. The color of the "eye," which has a cylindrical form, is
a yellowish white.

(b) The Shanties. - The catch of scallops is carried to the shanty
of the fisherman, and there opened. These shanties are usually grouped
on the dock, so the catrh can be readily transferred. Inside of these
shanties, usually 20 by 10 feet or larger, we find a large bench 3
to 3~ feet wide, running the length of the shanty, and a little more
than waist high. On these benches the scallops are dumped from the
baskets or bags, and pass through the hands of the openers. Under
the bench are barrels for the shells and refuse.

(c) The Openers.-The openers are usually men and boys, though
occasionally a few women try their hand at the work. Of late years
there has been a difficulty in obtaining sufficient openers, and the scal
lopers often are forced to open their own Ecallops. The openers are
paid from 20 to 30 cents per gallon, according to the size of the
scallops. One bushel of. average scallops will open 2% to 3 quarts
of "eyes." An opener can often open 8 to 10 gallons in a day, making
an excellent day's work. The price now paid is more than double that
paid in 1880, which was 12~ cents per gallon. Some openers are
especially rapid, and their deft movements cause a continual dropping
of shells in the barrel and " eyes ,. in the gallon measure.

(d) Method of opening the Srallop. - The opening of a scallop re
quires three movements. A flat piece of steel with a sharp but rounded
end, inserted in a wooden handle, answers for a knife. The scallop
is taken by a right-handed opener in the palm of the left hand, the
hinge-line farthest away from the body, the scallop in its natural rest
ing position, the right or smooth valve down. The knife is inserted
between the valves on the right-hand side. An upward turn with a cut
ting motion is given, severing the" eye" from the upper valve, while
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a flirt at the same moment throws back the upper shell. The second
motion tears the soft rim and visceral mass of the scallop and casts
it into the barrel, leaving the "eye" standing clear. A third move
ment separates the "eye" from the shell and casts it into a gallon
measure. Frequently the last two movements are slightly different.
The faster openers at the second motion merely tear off enough of the
rim to allow the separation of the "eye" from the shell, and on the
third movement cast the "eye" in the measure, while the shell with
its adhering soft parts is thrown into the refuse barrel. These last
two motions can hardly be separated, so quickly are they accomplished.

(e) Shipment. - The kegs in which the scallops are shipped cost
30 cents apiece, and contain about 7 gallons. A full keg is known
as a "package." The butter tubs are less expensive, but hold only
4 to 5 gallons. Indeed, anything which will hold scallops for shipment
is used to send them to market.

When the scallops get to the market they are strained and weighed,
9 pounds being considered the weight of a gallon of meats. In this
way about 6 gallons are realized from every 7-gallon keg. With the
improved methods of modern times scallops can be shipped far west
or be held for months in cold storage, for which purpose unsoaked
scallops nre required. Certain firms have tried this method of keeping
the catch until prices were high, but it has not been especially sue
cessful.

(f) Market. - One of the greatest trials to the scallop fisherman
is the uncertainty of market returns when shipping. He does not
know the price he is to receive; and, as the price depends on the supply
on the market, he may receive high wages or he may get scarcely any
thing. The wholesale market alone can regulate the price, and the
fisherman is powerless. While this is hard on the scalloper, it does
not appear that at the present time anything can be done to remedy
the uncertainty of return. The scallop returns from the New York
market are usually higher than from the BQston market: The result
of this has been to give New York each year the greater part of the
scallop trade, and practically all the Nantucket and Edgartown scallops
are shipped to New York.

Either from a feeling of loyalty, or be('ause the market returns are
sooner forwarded, or becallHEl the express charges are less, Cape Cod
still ships to the Boston market, in spite of the better prices offered
in New York. Why so many Cape scallopers should continue to ship
to Boston, and resist the attractions of better prices, is impossible to
determine, and appears to be only a question of custom.

(g) The Price. - The price of scallops varies with the supply. The
demand is fairly constant, showing a slight but decided increase each
year. On the other hand, the supply is irregular, some years scallops
being plentiful, in other years scarce.
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The Food. Value of the Scallop.

The large adductor muscle is the only part of the scallop which is
used for food at the present day, as the rest of the soft parts Ilre con
sidered non-edible. The adductor muscle occupies the center of the
shell and by reason of its conspicuous position has been given the name
of "eye" by the fishermen. Less frequently it is spoken of as the
"heart." From the standpoint of the consumer and the retail dealer the
" eye" is the object of importance, and the word scallop is applied in
such a way that many people believe that the little white cube comprises
the whole animal. The" eye" tan best be likened to the furished product
of manufacture as it passes into the purchaser's hands. Therefore, it
is to the advantage of the consumer to know (1) the amount of nutri
ment of the scallop compared with other articles of food, both shellfish
and meats; (2) the effects of "soaking" scallops; (3) the amount of
waste and the percentage of actual food in scallops from the <lifferent
localities in the Commonwealth.

Food Value. - As a food the scallop stands ahead of all the other
shellfish, containing much more nourishment than the oyster. The fol
lowing figures are from the tables of Professor Atwater, rearranged by
C. F. Langworthy (14) : -
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Oyltel'll, lIOUde, - - 88.8 6.1 1.4 S.S .9 11.7 23~

OrRen, In Ihell, 82.S - 111.4 1.1 .2 .6 .4 2.8 40

OrlCen, canned, - - 811.8 7.4 2.1 8.9 1.8 14.7 800

8c&IIope, - - 80.8 14.7 .2 8.4 1.4 19.7 84li

Soft claml, In ehlll, . 48.6 - 48.4 4.8 .8 1.1 1.11 8.0 1811

80ft cleme, CAnDed, - - 84.11 9.0 1.8 2.9 2.8 111.11 2711

Quehauge, ",moved from - - 1lO.8 10.6 1.1 11.2 2.8 19.2 840
Ibell

Quahallp,ln ehlll, • 88.8 - 27.8 2.1 .1 1.3 .9 4.4 6li

Quahaagl, caDned, - - 88.0 10.4 .8 8.0 1.8 17.0 23li

Kuoell, 49.8 - 42.7 4.4 .11 2.1 1.0 8.0 140

Geueral a ...erage of mol- 60.2 - 84.0 8.2 .4 1.8 .9 11.8 100
Ius... (e x c I u I I ... I of
canned).

In the following table the scallop is compared with the chemical
analysis of various meats in their food stuffs. The figures for the meats
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are taken from Howell's" Physiology" (13). The comparative prices
were obtained in the Boston markets on Feb. 18, 1910.

I

IJI 100 Pun (Pu CUT.). I WhoJeale

I
I I Carbo- i

' PM""
Water. ProteiD. N. Am. i per Pound

i , hydrate. I ' (Cents).
I

Scallop" eyes," iIO.SO 1'.70 .20 8.~ 1.~ I 1~

Beef, moderately fat, 78.08 20.98 ~.n .'Il 1.U S'!~

Veal, fat, • 72.81 18.88 7.'1 .07 1.88 i, 12¥"

Mutton, moderately rat, • 76.99 17.11 3.7i - 1.88 I 10

Pork, lean, 72.57 20.05 6.81 - 1.10 II IH~

" Soaking." - The" eye" is frequently put through a process famil
iarly known as "soaking" before it is sent to market. If not done
by the fishermen it is completed by the dealer, in order to tempt the
purchaser with a beautiful white, plump "eye" instead of a small
yellow~olored specimen. Undoubtedly fishermen and dealers would
willingly sell unsoaked scallops at a proportionate price the moment the
market demands tht'JI1; but the consumer, through ignorance, prefers the
large, nice-appeariJlg' " eyes," Ilnd thus unwittingly favors the practice.

}~rom a practical standpoint "soaking" is a very simple affair, the
" eyes" being placed in fresh water for several hours until they have
absorbed sufficient water to increase their bulk about one-third. It has
been noticed that whenever salt-water products are allowed to soak in
fresh water an increase of bulk is found. This is due to a complicat~

change, the most prominent factor being osmosis, which causes a swell
ing of the tissues. The" eye" can be increased by this change to a gain
of more than one-third its natural size; that is, 4% gallons can be in
creased to 7 by judicious" feeding ., with fresh water.

Two methods of swelling scallops are in use. When the scallops are
shipped in kegs which usually contain 7 gallons, the following method
is applied: 4% to 5 gallons of " eyes" are placed in each keg,' and are
allowed to stand over night in fresh water; in the morning, before ship
ment, more water is added and the keg closed, and by the time of arrival
to the New York or Boston market the scallops have increased to the
full amount of 7 gallons. The second method of "soaking" is slightly
more elaborate. The" eyes" are spread evenly in shallow wooden sinks,
5 by 3 feet, with just enough fresh water to cover them, and left o\"e1'
night. In the morning a milky fluid is drawn off, and the "soaked"
scallops are packed for market in kegs or butter tubs.

The process of "soaking" was not instituted until some years after
the start of the scallop industry. In 1886 Ingersoll (8) reports that
scallops were not being "soaked" in Rhode Island and Connecticut.
Dr. Hugh M. Smith (12) attributes the beginning of soaking to the faet



OF MASSACHUSETIS. 115

that the small Cape scallops could not compete in the Boston market
with the larger Maine scallops (deep sea), and that the fishermen found
it necessary to increase the size by swelling. If this were the cause,
the fishermen soon found it -decidedly to their advantage to continue the
process of selling" watered stock."

A change has taken place in the appearance of the scallop a few
hours after soaking. The small yellow or pinkish " eye" of the freshly
opened scallop has taken on a white, plump appearance, adding greatly
to its salable qualities. On the other hand, the fIDe flavor and freshness
have disappeared, " soaked" out, so to speak, and the transformed scal
lop lacks many of the qualities which endear it to the heart of the
epicurean. Considerable loss in nourishment has taken place, although
exact figures have not been conclusively obtained by experiment, and
the sesllop spoils much sooner than the unsoaked. If kept too long
the absorbed water is given off and the scallop shrinks back to its
original size, a process which is more quickly accomplished on the
frying pan, where the" soaked" scallop rapidly shrivels. While too
much cannot be said to discourage the "soaking" of scallops and to
educate the public to demand the real article, it can be fairly stated
that the process, although producing an inferior article of food, is not
detrimental to the public health as long as proper sanitary precautions
are taken by having the surroundings hygienic and by using pure
water.

The practice of " soaking" will only come to an end when the public
refuse to buy anything but "dry" scallops, and only till then, unless
special legislation is enforced, will "soaked" scallops be taken from
the market. At the present time, if the wholesale dealers uniformly
demanded "unsoaked" scallops from the fishermen, and increased the
price, they would be able to get their shellfish unsoaked.

Food and Waste. - The determination of the amount of food and
waste in the scallop was undertaken with scallops from six scalloping
t~wns, comprising the three sections of Buzzard's Bay, Cape Cod and
the islands. In this work the "eye" was considered the only edible
part of the animal. Four sizes, 55 millimeters, 60 millimeters, 70 milli
meters and 75 millimeters were used. Ten scallops of each size were
dissected, and the weight of the different parts recorded.

(a) The Food Value of the Average Scallop. - The" eye" or edible
portion constitutes but a small part of the entire scallop. By weight
the actual food in a scallop of 65 millimeters (2%6 inches), the average
from all the determinations, is only 17.77 per cent. of its weight. Thus,
in order to get 18 pounds of" eyes" (2 gallons) it would be necessary
to procure 100 pounds of living scallops.

The average scallop (Fig. 82) is made up as follows: total weight,
1.5 ounces, or 100 per cent.; total non-edible part, 1.23 ounces, or 82.23
per cent. (includes both shell and non-edible soft part) ; non-edible soft
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parts, .49 of an ounce, or 32.8 per cent.; shell, .74 of an ounce, or 49.43
per cent.; actual food, .27 of an ounce, or 17.77 per cent. Considering
merely the soft parts of the scallop, the proportion of food and waste
is much closer. The" eye" is by weight 35 per cent. of the soft parts,
while the non-edible soft parts constitute the remaining 65 per cent.

(b) The Non-edible Parts. - The non-edible parts of the scallop can
be divided into two classes, (1) the shell or hard portion, which is neces
sarily waste except for certain uses common to all shellfish, (2) the
viscera of the scallop, or all parts except the "eye." The latter is the
non-edible part proper; as in other shellfish these parts are utilized for
food.

(1) The Shell. - The shell impregnated with lime salts necessarily
makes up a good portion, about one-half, of the total weight. However,
it eannot be eonsidered waste except in a non-edible sense, as the scallop
shell is found useful in several ways. (a) Oyster planters buy large
quantities of shells for cultch to catch the oyster set, as the fragile
nature is most serviceable in separating the clusters of young oysters.
The average price runs from 3 to 5 cents per bushel. The greater part
of the shell heaps are utilized for this purpose. (b) On Cape Cod,
shell roads and walks are sometimes made with scallop shells. (c ) Work
baskets, pin cushions and various ol"llaments of the house are decorated
with scallop shells. (d) Within the last few years scallop shells bound
together with ribbon and containing miniature photographic views, for
souvenir postal cards, have been put on the market by Boston firms, who
purchased the cleaned shells from the scallopers at the rate of $6 per
barrel. Only the lower or bright colored valve is used.

(2) The Soft Parts. - 'fhe non-edible part or body of the scallop
forms 32.8 per cent. by weight of the total scallop. While not utilUed
for food at the present time, although there is no reasonable objection
except custom and prejudice, it is made use of for (a) fish bait, either
fresh or salted; (b) fertilizer. The probable reason why this whole
some flesh is not made use of as food is because of the brilliant coloring
of the mantle and its tough appearance. Other shellfish, such as the
clam, quahaug and oyster, are eaten entire, and there is no good reason
why the seallop should not be taken in the same way.

(c) The Size of the (l Eye." - The relative size of the" eye" increases
with the size of the scallop, as its percentage by weight is slightly
greater in large scallops. The percentage by weight for a 60-millimeter
scallop is 17.47 per cent.; for a 65-millimeter, 17.87 per cent.; for a
70-millimeter, 17.97 per cent., while the ratio of shell and body does not
seem to change. The actual weight of the "eye" varies in the diJIerent
localities, some showing as much as one-fourth more weight for the
same sized scallop. In percentage the Buzzard's Bay district led, averag
ing about 18.18 per cent., with 18.70 pel' cent. high at New Bedford,
while Chatham and Nantucket gave only 17.20 per cent. and 16.67 per
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cent. respectively. This fact does not indicate anything about the
food value of the scallops from these localities, but is merely eited to
show the variation in the weight of the " eye," and that Buzzard's Bay
scallops should yield a greater return per bushel. Beside this variation,
two conditions influence the size and weight of the" eye": (1) the sea
son or time of year, as the" eye" is reported by the fishermen" to turn
out more to the bushel" when the cold weather comes on; (2) the age
of the scallop, as the "eye" of a two-year-old scallop (one that has
passed the period of allotted life) is looser in texture and weighs less.

(d) Weight of Shell. - Differences in the weight of the shell for
scallops of the same size occur in different localities. The weight of the
shell is determined by two factors, (1) the rapidity of growth; (2) the
amount of lime salts in the water. These factors are rarely the same
for any two localities, and naturally variations would be expected in
the weight of the 8hell. The average weight of the shell for a 65-milli
meter scallop is 21.9 grams, yet in six localities we find the weights
ranging anywhere between.20 and 23 graInS.

The Laws.
The question of scallop legislation has attained considerable impor

tance during the past four years, particularly in regard to the "seed"
scallop. During this period three laws have been passed, with the
ostensible purpose of protecting the "seed," but have proved far from
satisfactory both from the standpoint of the fishermen and the officials
employed by State and towns for their enforcement. The reasons for
the unsatisfactory state of affairs resulting from this frequent change in
legislation are twofold: (1) it is almost impossible to give a compre
hensive legal definition of a "seed" scallop; (2) a general law neces
sarily cannot suit all localities. The present law of 1910, founded on
the legislative experience of past years, should prove satisfactory to the
State as a whole.

In the early days the scallop was not considered worthy of legisla
tion, as it had no market value, and was generally considered as a
poisonous or non-edible shellfish. With the opening of the market
arose the necessity of regulating the flshery, and legislation of a restric
tive character was enacted.

Previous to 1874 the scallop carne under the general acts included in
the term shellfish, with the clam, oyster and quahaug. The general
acts were of several kinds, (1) town regulation; (2) permits; (3) seizure
in vessels; and (4) protection of the shellfisheries by limiting the eatch,
place and time of taking.

In 1874 occurs the first mention of the word scallop in a legislative
act "to regulate the shellfisheries in the waters of Mount Hope Bay
and its tributaries," whereby the selectmen of the towns bordering on
Mount Hope Bay were permitted to grant licenses for the cultivation
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of clams, quahaugs and scallops, and other shellfish to any inhabitant.
It seems strange that such an advanced and beneficial act should have
been passed at that early period, as it was clearly before its time, and
unsatisfactory, as is shown by its repeal the following year. It is only
within the last year that similar legislation has been passed for the
quahaug. Although it is improbable that the cultivation of scallops will
ever become extensive, it is only the question of a short time when the
cultivation of all shellfish will be legalized.

The second mention of the word scallop is found in the act of 1880,
by which the Commonwealth ga\'e to the towns and cities their present
oversight of the shellfisheries and full power "to control and regulate
the taking of eels, clams, quahaugs and scallops." This act was later
amended by the Acts of 1889, but the general terms of the act were
not changed, and the present law is but slightly different. Town con
trol as applied to scallop fishery has its advantages and disadvantages,
and the wisdom of State control is a debatable question. The present
system is to the advantage of certain towns and a loss to the fishermen
of the other tOWIlS and to the general consumer, since town restrictions
prohibit the taking of shellfish by outsiders. Owing to the short life of
the scallop the adults left untaken, occasionally in large numbers at the
end of a season, perish before another year. More men could have
been given employment and a greater supply furnished the consumer
if the large beds had been opened to other fishermen besides townsmen.
As matters exist, the majority of fishermen seem sat~fied with the
present system of town control, and until public opinion is favorable
to the best utilization of the seallop fishery, State control is not desirable.

Special legislation for the scallop fishery was first enacted in 1885
by an act which limited the catch to 2.5 bushels a boat per day, the
first restrictive legislation upon the scallop fishery. Since that time,
within twenty-six years, eight State and seven special acts for towns,
in all fifteen laws, have been enacted, all but one of which have been for
the regulation of the fishery as regards permits, season, catch and town
supervision. The only exception was an act empowering the Commis
sioners on Fisheries and Game to make an investigation of the spawn
ing and propagation of the scallop. These laws illustrate the following
features: -

Daily Limit to the Catch. - The act of 1885 placed a limit of 25
bushels per day for each boat, making no allowance as to the size of
the boat. No record of the repeal of this act has been found, and it
remained practically an unknown law until 1910, when a limit of 10
bushels per day for each person was passed.

The Season. - Previous to the act of 1885, which made a closed season
between April 15 and September I, there had been no restriction upon
the time of capture. The primary object of this act was due to a desire
to protect the scallop during its breeding season, and because the winter
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months were the best suited for handling and marketing the "eyes."
In 1887 and in 1896 the closed season was changed to April 1 to Octo
ber 1, which proved satisfactory until 1909, when the experiment was
tried of shortening it to September 1. In 1910 the act of 1909 was
repealed, at the petition of the scallop fishermell of the Commonwealth,
and the old limits (April 1 to October 1) resumed. The acts of 1885
and 1887 prohibited the eapture, sale and export of seallops during the
closed season, while that of 1896 replaced the word export by "have
in possession." In 1909 any inhabitant of the Commonwealth was per
mitted to gather by hand scallops for his own use at any season.

The Penalties. - The acts of 1885 and 1887 gave a maximum penalty
of $20, which was increased to $50 by the act of 1896, which likewise
established a minimum of $20. The acts of 1907, 1909 and 1910 lowered
this penalty to a minimum of $5 and a maximum of $20. Special acts
for the towns of Buzzard's Bay, in 1888, 1892, 1893 and 1900, estab
lished a penalty of $20 to $100.

" Seed" Scallops. - Legislation for the protection of the "seed"
scallop was first enacted in 1887, with maximum pen~lty of $20 for
each offence, which was increased to $50 in 1896. Neither act in any
way defined the term "seed" scallop. In 1906 a "seed" scallop was
legally defined as aseallop under 2 inches, but a size limit proved un
satisfactory, owing to the great variation in size of young and adult
scallops, and was replaced in 1907 by a detailed definition. This defi
nition, although describing thoroughly the "seed" scallop, proved too
cumbersome for legal use, and was simplified in 1909 to read merely
" a well-defined growth line." The act of 1909 gave a leeway of 15 per
cent. for the' " seed" unavoidably taken, which made the law difficult to
enforce and harmful to the fishery. This percentage was lowered to a
nominal 5 per cent. in 1910. "Seed" scallop legislation has been the
most troublesome, owing to the difficulty in adequately defining the
term so that it will bear legal interpretation. As long as the scallop
fishermen refuse to take the immature scallops, there is but little need
of the rigid enforcement of the "seed" Ilcallop law.

Town La'IJ:s. - Special acts for towns are somewhat different than
the general State laws governing the fishery, as they merely apply to
local waters and emphasize the powers already given by the general
shellfish law of 1880 to the town officials. Special scallop laws apply
to Nantucket, Wareham, Bourne, Marion, Rochester, Mattapoisett and
Fairhaven, and are of two classes: -

(a) Bait Regulation. - Nantucket is the only town which is allowed
to catch scallops for bait out of season, and here only from April 1
to May 15, according to an act of 1901, previous to which the limit
was from April 1 to May 1 by the act of 1888.

(b) Local Regulation by Permits. - The selectmen of the towns
above mentioned, except Nantucket, were empowered by special acts to
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issue Jlermits for scalloping in whatever way they saw fit, and at what
ever charge they deemed proper. A severe penalty of $20 to $100 fine
was imposed for taking scallops without permits, except for family use
and for bait. At the present time five towns, Fairhaven, Marion, Matta
poisett, Wareham, and Nantucket, issue special scalloping permits,
while four others, Bourne, Chatham, Edgartown and Harwich, include
the scallops under the general shellfish permits.

The local town laws which benefit the scallop industry are made each
year according to the condition of the industry. Edgartown and Nan
tucket have perhaps the best-governed scallop industries. Laws requir
ing licenses, regulating the opening of the season and restricting at
proper times the catch, so as to get the best market prices instead of
overstocking the market when the prices are low, are to be recommended
on account of their benefit to the scallopers.

Scallop Legil;ZatwfI.

.
1 1874, Special tli to 110 and II Lloonlle to plant ecallops In Repealed 1875i

town. per busbel. Somel'llet, Swansea, Fall word .. _l1op ,
RIver. mendoned.

I 1880 State, ea to 160, Towns to regulate shellllsb. Word I. 8CIL1Jop"
erles. mentioned.

3 l88Il State, 11lO, llIi bushels limit; ololled sea- - -
eon April 16 to September 1.

4, 1887 State, Ito, Seed scallops; clolled eeaaon - -
A prll I to October 1.

6 1887 Town,. - - Nantucket allowed to take - -
eoa11o~s tor bait trom
April to I\lalol.

6 1!1t'8 Town,. 120 to 1100, • Warebam and orne; per. - -
mite.

7 Ill1l\l State, . - - Town regulation, • Hodilication ot
No.1.

8 1M Town,. 110 to 1100, . Marlon, lIame as No.6; per. - -
mlts.

9 18118 Town,. - - Marlon, See. 4, ot No. 8, Word "water."
amended; Rochester, Mat- added.
tapoillett.

10 1893 Town, . 110 to 1100,. Fairhaven, eame as Xo. 8, - -
11 18116 State, . 110 to 160, Seed rl\rohlbltedtesea s on Repetition ot 1887

Ap 1 to Octo rl. act, except pen.

Mattnpoleett, same as No.8,
alty.

12 1900 Town,_ 120 to 1100, . , - -
13 1901 Town,. - - Nantucket; bait, April I to - -

May 16.
14 1901 Stllte, 16 to 110 tor lIrst Capture prohibited In con· General shellll~h;

otrence; 160 to tamlnated waters. Fish and li.me
1100. Commission

Investigation and report,
powel'll.

~ 1906 State, - - - -
18 1908 State, 11lO to 160, .. Seed" scallop,lI-lneh !lmlt, Repealed, 19Oj.

17 1907 State, 16 to 120, .. Seed .. scallop, dellnltlon, • Repeaied, 11109.

18 1909 State, ~ 0 t exceeding Delln1tlon ot .. seed" eeal. Repealed, 1910.
126. . lop; 16 per oent. .. eeed ";

capture by hand at any
time.

19 1910 State, • Not eneodlng Dellnltlon ot .. seed" scal- - -
12:1. Jop; 6 per cent. II lISed ";

capture by band at ani.
tIme ; dally catcb 10 bushe s.

~ Kind. I
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Method of Improving the Scallop I"amtry.

At the present age a fishing industry must show a steady development
to keep pace with the increasing market, which is continually widening
through better transportation facilities. Unfortunately, the tendency
in the past has been, particularly in industries directly dependent upon
natural resources, to meet the question of progression by increasing the
yield through the improvements in implements and methods rather
than by attempts to increase the natural supply, with the result that
under the increased strain the natural resources have been seriously
impaired and oftentimes completely destroyed. In these cases protective
legislation has either been absent or based upon wrong principles. Ex
amples of impaired resources are found in the natural oyster beds, the
shad, sturgeon and alewife fisheries, the clam, quahaug and lobster
industries, etc. In the future, fishing industries should be developed
both by improved methods and by the increasing of the natural supply
through propagation and protection, a work which is being carried on
by federal and State fish commissions, and is gradulllly widening its
scope to include all kinds of fisheries.

The scallop fishery presents peculiarities which differentiate it from
other fishing industries, and a knowledge of which is essential in con
sidering its improvement. (1) Protective legislation is principally
confined to the "seed" scallop, or scallop less than one year old,
although the new law of 1910 has placed a daily limit of 10 bushels for
each man's catch. (2) The future welfare lies wholly in the hands of
the fishermen and their proper respect for the preservation of the
"seed" scallop. (3) Although there is plenty of room there is no
great prospect for a wide expansion of the fishery, as there are few
ways of artificially increasing the supply; but, on the other hand, if the
spirit of protective legislation prevails there is but slight danger of a
serious diminution. (4) The scallop fishery is peculiarly fortunate, as,
unlike the clam and quahaug industries, it is unaffected by heavy fish
ing and needs but minimum care on the part of the fishermen to remain
in excellent condition for years to come. Thus, while there are few
possibilities for its development by increasing the natural supply,
there is but slight danger of its permanent extinction.

Methods of Increasing the Natural Supply. - The possibilities of
increasing the supply of scallops and thus improving the fishery will
first be taken up. Many short-sighted fishermen would be opposed to
the increasing of the supply, for they consider that the price would be
lowered, and they would prefer a high priC/1 and small supply. But
this idea is erroneous, as it takes no longer to dredge from thick beds
than it does from depleted areas, and in view of the increasing popu
larity of the scallop the price would soon regain its former level. The
consumer would be the gainer by the increased production, which would
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tend to make scallops no longer a luxury but a part of the common
diet. However, the fisherman need have no fears in this direction, as
investigation has shown that there can be no great increase in the scallop
supply, although many of the poor years can be avoided by proper
foresight and by work along the lines here suggested.

The reason that the scallop supply can never be successfully increased
is due, (1) to no practical means of artificial culture; (2) it was found
by this department that money expended in propagating the ·embryos
and young at the present time would be wasted, for the destructive
agencies enumerated in chapter IV. would defeat any increase of the
supply through successive years, one bad season undoing the work of
several years and entailing a new start. If a severe winter killed all
the spawning scallops in one locality, there would be the same scarcity
of spawn, no matter how great the number of scallops. If such disas
ters were of rare occurrence the effect would not be so important. but
destruction often occurs upon the shallow fiats. Thus, under natural
conditions there seems a maximum and minimum point of variation
between which the scallop supply is constantly wavering. The supply
can be somewhat increased and conditions improved by judicious trans
planting from the exposed places, thus eliminating the adverse con
ditions.

(a) Artificial Propagation. -Artificial propagation may be of two
kinds: (1) raising the young from the eggs; (2) catching the spat. So
far our experiments have indicated that it is impossible to raise the
young embryos in sufficient numbers for commercial hatching. Ln
doubtedly some benefit would result from the artificial fertilization of
the eggs and the liberation of the young larvl!! when they first begin to
swim, as in nature there is a great loss through non-fertilization. But
such a result is purely theoretical, as there is no way of determining
the loss when the spawn is liberated. When kept in hatching tubs the
majority die before they attain the fhell stage. So far this method has
proved unsatisfactory, and it is hardly believed that it can be put on a
practical basis.

Spat collecting has already been considered under chapter IV., and it
only is necessary here to state that for practical work spat collecting
does not pay, as greater quantities of scallops can be obtained when
small from the eel-grass fiats than could be caught with extensi\"e spat
collecting apparatus. Looking at it in one way the scallop supply
would be increased so much by the scallops taken on the collectors,
as they probably would not survive to set elsewhere, but such would
be a " penny wise and pound foolish" method for the planter. If a
scallop culturist found it impossible to obtain" seed" it might pay him
to try spat collecting. This would only occur in rare installces, where
scallops were not plentiful.

(b) Artificial Culture. - The question of raising scallops artificially
for the market, and thus increasing the general supply, was one of the
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first points considered in this investigation. Parallel work on the qua.
haug and clam showed that by individual culture or farming the general
supply could be increased, barren area made to yield a harvest, the
decline of the natural supply checked, and a profitable industry employ
ing several times the number of men now engaged could be started.
Conditions were found to be different with the scallop. There are serious
limitations to individual cultivation. Scallops can swim and move for
short distances, although they do not make the long migrations com
monly credited to that species, and thus require penning. It was found
that in a few places in the State the scallop could be cultivated by
private persons. In every instance the locality of the prospective
grant was in a small bay with a narrow outlet, situations so rarely
existing that the idea of private scallop culture must be abandoned.
Undoubtedly in the future, when grants are given for oysters, clams
and quahaugs, they will be assigned under the broad term of " shellfish
grants," and the scallops upon these bottoms will be considered as be
longing to the grantee. In such cases the scallop is of secondary con
sideration, and in reality there will never be many true scallop grants.

(c) Communal Culture. - The scallop offers better opportunities for
communal culture, i.e., by towns. There is but one way now known of
artifici~l propagation for the scallop industry, i.e., by transplanting
in the fall the abundant set from the exposed places to the deeper
water before the "seed" is killed by the winter. It is merely assisting
nature by preventing a natural loss, and ill no sense can properly be
termed propagation. It is a preventive, and money used in this way
to preserve the scallop is well expended. Usually the set is abundant,
and can be transferred in large numbers. This is the only practical
method now known of increasing our scallop supply, though it is
hoped in the future that other methods may be devised.

In connection with the above comes the question, if we can thus
preserve scallops doomed to destruction, will it not be profitable to
transplant scallops to places where the scalloping has been exterminated
by various causes, and by means of these "seeders" furnish succeeding
generations which may populate the barren areas '1 This plan is prac
tical and feasible, and should be given due consideration. Why should
not scallops be transplanted to the harbors of Buzzard's Bay to again
restock these areas' Often the attempt might fail, but there is bound
to be success if there is perse\'erance. The best time to plant scallops
is in the fall, as a double service will be given: (1) preservation from
destruction of the seed scallops; (2) furnishing spawn and young in
the barren locality. Ingersoll (8) speaks of the restocking of Oyster
Bay in 1880:-

In the spring of 1880 eel grass came into the bay, bringing young scallops
[the eel grass carries the scallops attached to it by the thread-like byssus];
thus the abundance of that year was accounted for, though there had not
been a crop before in that bay since 1874.
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If such a restocking can be accomplished by nature, it can be done
with more certain effect with man's assistance.

Restocking Barren Areas. - The practicability of restocking barren
or depopulated areas is illustrated by the following: As few natural
scallops were found in the Powder Hole, Monomoy Point, in 1906, and
as it was desired to have the place well stocked for experimental work
in 1907, 50 bushels of small scallops about the size of a quarter of a
dollar were transplanted from the Common Flats at Inward Point in
November, 1906. The result was an enormous set from these" spawn
ers " in 1907, and the sandy bottom along the shores of the Powder Hole
during the fall of 1907 and the summer of 1908 was thickly covered
with the numerous 1907 set. The fishermen, who had been at Monomoy
for years, remarked that it was the largest set that had ever been seen
in the Powder Hole. It can be fairly asserted that the remarkable
abundance was due to the bringing in of the spawners, and that this
case is a striking illustration of the proper methods of assisting nature
in increasing the scallop supply in any particular locality.

Our present town laws stand as obstacles to any restocking, as no
town will give up the slightest part of its "seed" scallops to another
town, thus making any practical tests impossible. Time will smooth
away these difficulties, and the welfare of the community as a whole will
be placed before the petty rivalry of towns.

I mprO'Ving the Fishery. - The second means of improving the indus·
try is to increase the efficiency of the fishery as regards methods, mar
keting, utilization of waste, etc. Perhaps the most important means of
developing the fishery is to keep the fishermen well informed as to what
is going on in other scalloping districts, what opportunities are being
opened for the marketing of shellfish, how the waste products can be
utilized, and how the fishery can be preserved. This report contains
practically all obtainable information upon the scallop and the industry
in Massachusetts at the present time. While the main facts set forth
in the preceding pages about the life and hahits of the scallop will
remain the same, the condition of the industry will change, and in the
future the descriptions of methods, implements, marketing, etc., will be
of little practical value except from an historical standpoint. It is
sincerely hoped that this report will attain its main object, i.e., thf'
presentation of the life history of the scallop and the needs of the
industry in such a light to the fisherman that he will realize the great
necessity of the preservation of the " seed " scallop for the maintenance
of the fishery. At regular intervals, for instance every five years, small
pamphlets co~taining up-to-date information concerning methods of
developing the fishery, as regards implements, marketing, utilization of
waste, etc., should be distributed among the scallopers.

Besides the utilization of the waste parts, the uses of which at the
present timf' have been enumerated under the food value of the scallop,
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the market can be improved in 1hree ways: (1) To do away with the
marketing of ., soaked" scallops by the co-operation of the dealers
and the payment of a proportional increase in price per gallon for
"dry" scallops from the fisherman. (2) Co-operation between com
mission merchants and scallopers, which would result in better satisfac
tion in both goods and price.~, and do away to some extent with that
great bugbear, "uncertainty of returns," which is so discouraging to
the fisherman and makes the fishery a lottelj'. (3) To increase the
popular demand for scallops by wider fields through the transportation
facilities and advertising.

The methods of capture will slowly improve. No suggestions can be
offered here for improvements in dredges, etc., as each locality has con
ditions peculiar to itself. The description of the different styles of
dredges in the various localities may cause innovations in certain sec
tions which have fallen in that rut of custom so prevalent in our fishing
towns. During the last few years the gasolene dredger has gradually
replaced the sail, and while dredging with sail will probably remain, it
will be in combination with power, as in power catboats, resultiug in a
partial revolution in scalloping methods.

The question of just and fair laws has been an important factor in
the fishery. While in the past all laws have not met this standard, the
tendency at the present time and for the future is improvement in sim
plicity and justice, with the sole aim of preserving the fishery, serving
the consumer and protecting the fisherman.

CHAPTER VII - METHODS OF INVESTIGATION

Owing to the different classes of readers, and with a desire to pre
sent the material so that it will be intelligible to all, it has seemed
best to "cull" from the main portions of the report the various
methods, tables, etc., which were used in its preparation, and to incor
porate them in a reference chapter, where, though accessible, they
will not interfere with the continuity of the narrative. In this way
the report is made more interesting to the fishermen and general pub
lic, without detracting from its scientific value. Throughout the paper
coustant reference is made to tbe contents of this cbapter, for the
purpose of avoiding repetition and unnecessary description.

The chapter is mainly divided into: (1) methods used in obtain
ing the early embryology and life history; (2) methods of conducting
the growth experiments; (3) tables; (4) glossary; and (5) bibliog
raphy.

Embryological Methods.

It is hardly necessary to describe in detail the general method of
investigation of the early life history of the scallop. It is sufficient to
state that the usual methods of microscopic study, camera lucidn
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drawings, various micromete:q;;, preparations, fixatives, etc., were em
ployed, while the material was obtained in a variety of ways, as is
hereafter described. The investigation on the life history was car
ried on at Monomoy Point during the summers of 1906, 1907, 1908,
and 1909, and at Wellfleet in 1908. Only those methods are here
described which especially apply to the scallop or show some pecu
liarity which rendered them of value in this investigation.

Method of measuring the Scallop Egg. - The size of the mature
scallop eggs was determined with the aid of camera lucida drawings
and a standard stage micrometer. This work was done with oculars
1 and 2 and objectives 38 and %, Bausch and Lomb microscope, the
camera lucida and stage micrometer also being obtained from the
same firm. The average measurements of several batches of eggs,
hatched in 1906 at Monomoy Point, just previous to fertilization, gave
the long diameter as *6.68 millimeter (%00 of an inch) and the short
diameter as *6.06 millimeter (~28 of an inch). These measurements
do not correspond with those made by Risser (2), who found the
size to be %000 of an inch, or about one-fifteenth as large as the meas
urements made in this investigation.

Method of determining the Number of Eggs produced by the Aver
age Scallop in One Season. - How many eggs does a scallop contain
at time of spawning' The answer varies with the size of the scallop,
a large specimen possessing many times the number in a small one.
For the purpose of determining two sizes were used, (1) small, 40
millimeters (1% inches), (2) large, 68 millimeters (2% inches). Tak
ing *6 of a millimeter (Y400 of an inch) as the average diameter of
a scallop egg, the number of eggs in a cubic millimeter can be esti
mated as 4,096, and as there are 1,000 cubic millimeters to 1 cubic
centimeter, there would be 4,096,000 eggs to 1 cubic centimeter. As
it is estimated that one-fourth of the volume is taken up by egg cap
sules and tissue, it can be safely stated that there are at least 3,000,000
eggs to 1 cubic centimeter. The second operation consists in remov
ing the ovaries from a number of scallops of a given size and meas
uring them in graduates to determine the volume of the average
ovary. From this data the average number of eggs that a scallop
of any size is capable of producing can be readily calculated. Twenty
ovaries of scallops measuring 40.15 millimeters in size made 10 cubic
centimeters, one specimen thus averaging % cubic centimeter. There
fore, a 40-millimeter scallop can produce about 1,500,000 eggs in a
season. The average of seven 68-millimeter scallops made the ovaries
of one equal to Hi' cubic centimeters. Therefore, a 68-millimeter (2.7
inches) scallop may produce in a season 4,285,700 eggs.

At best this calculation is only an estimate. Exactness would be of
little practical value. The errors which arise are as follows: (1) In
computing the number of eggs to the cubic millimeter the eggs are
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considered as spheres with intervening spaces, whereas in reality they
are packed together in distorted shapes in the ovary. This perhaps
offsets the second error. (2) In the second part of the computation
the coils of the digestive tract, left in the ovary, are not allowed for,
and with the outer covering are included in the total volume. (3)
Another error arises from the fact that all the eggs may not be as
large as the mature ones. (4) There is also the room taken by the
egg capsules and tissues. Whether these errors offset each other, or
whether the one-fourth allowance is correct, it is impossible to state.
However, for all practical purposes the method and count are accurate
enough.

Method of determining the Number of Spermatozoa produced by
the Average Scallop in One Season. - The method of finding the
number of spermatozoa in the testes of a scallop is practically the
same as in computing the number of eggs in the ovaries. It takes 260
spermatozoa heads placed lengthwise to measure 1 millimeter, and 500
heads placed side by side to measure the same distance. It there
fore takes 65,000,000 to make a volume of 1 cubic millimeter. By a
generous allowance of 15,000,000,000 for tails and tissue there would
stiII be left 50,000,000,000 spermatozoa to every cubic centimeter. It
was found that the size of the testes and the ovaries in the same scal
lop was practically identical, and that the testes of a 40-millimeter
and a 68-millimeter scallop measured % cubic centimeter and 1*
cubic centimeters respectively. Thus the average 40-millimeter scallop
is capable of producing 25,000,000,000 and the 68-millimeter scallop
71,400,000,000 spermatozoa.

Methods of recording Spawning. - A variety of methods were
employed in determining the spawning of the scallop. Chief among
these were (a) general observation at the various scalloping localities
of the coast; (b) microscopic examination of the eggs from the ovaries
at different seasons; (c) the plankton net; (d) recording the color
of the egg sac by color charts; (e) appearance of the young set in
the different localities and at different years; (f) individual
spawning.

(a) General Observation. - This method was chiefly followed in
1905 and 1906. Trips were made to the various localities, such as
Edgartown, Nantucket, Buzzard's Bay, Cape Cod, and the condition
of the egg sac of a large number of scallops noted both by eye and
by microscopical examination. The condition of the sexual products
were then classed under three heads, (1) immature, (2) spawning, (3)
spawned, according as to whether the eggs had been liberated at that
date. By making several trips during the summer a general idea of
the duration of the spawning season and its variation in Massachusetts
waters was obtained. This method, though naturally inaccurate in the
minor details, nevertheless proved extremely useful.
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(b) Micro8copi~al Examination. - This method was used to more
or less extent with (a), and was only of additional value in following
the development of the immature eggs previous to the spawning season,
showing at what period other investigations should be started. The
eggs and sperm were removed from the ovary, placed on a slide and l
their size and appearance recorded, the sperm being classed as (1)
active or (2) inactive. I

(c) The Plankton Net. - A small net of silk bolting cloth No. 11,
with a diameter of 12 inches, and slightly tapering for 24 inches to
a rounded bottom, was used for this work. By towing the net through
the water the veliger larvlll, which are abundant during spawning
season in the water, could be captured. This is an important method
of recording the spawning, as the presence of scallop veligers from
two to four days old is proof that the spawning season is under way.
By making daily towings under the same conditions and for a definite
distance, it was possihle to count the number of larvlll in the water
each day, and thus determine the conditions influencing the spawuing
season. Although this method has heen of greater value in the work
on the other shellfish, as the same method is applicable to lamelli
branchs in general, a description is here given.

The plankton net, as shown in Fig. 72, is attached in the form of
a bag to a copper ring, to which the tow line is fastened. in the same
manner as a kite string. The outflt is trailed from the stern of a dory
or rowboat for a definite distance at a slow, uniform rate, 80 that no
outward current will sweep away the larvm from the mouth of the
net, which acts as a sieve to collect all microscopic organisms too large
to pass through the meshes.

When the proper distance is covered, the net is taken from the water
and the contents washed into a small pail containing from 4 to 5 inches
of clear sea water. The lamellibranch and gasteropod larvm are now
separated from the rest of the tow contents by giving the water a swift
circular movement around the edge of the pail with a small stick. The
action of the water forces the larvm to settle to the bottom at the
center of the pail, where they can be readily transferred by a pipette
to a watch glass for study.

A convenient means of analyzing the towing similar to the Sedgwick
Rafter method of a diatom counting was devised.. The larval contents
of the towing was spread evenly throughout a cell 50 by 20 by 1 mil
limeters, covering an area of 1,000 square millimeters, or a cubic vol
ume of 1 cubic centimeter, and ten counts r~1.oo of the total area),
each covering an area of 1 square millimeter as measured with a square
ocular micrometer, were made from different parts of the cell to get
a representative average. The approximate number of larvlll for each
species of shellfish was obtained by multiplying the sum of these counts
by 100.
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(tl) The Oolor Ohart. - The color of the ovaries of a scallop is an
excellent test of their maturity, as when distended with ripe eggs they
generally have a rich orange hue. Before and during the spawning
season all grades of color from a flesh pink to a deep orange can be
found. While doubtless there is considerable variation in the color
at maturity, the general average is sufficiently constant to warrant
using it as a basis for recording the spawning season. By the use of
Prang's color chart a record of the spawning of scallops in the dif
ferent sections was made. At Monomoy Point, by examining the color
of the ovaries without injuring the scallop (the valves being merely
held wide apart), the same lots of scallops were followed during the
entire summer, and the color changes indicative of the spawning
season charted at weekly intervals, according to the standard grades
of color in the chart.

(e) Appearance of Set. - By observations of the appearance of the
set in different localities, and having already a knowledge of the age
of the scallop at this period, the date of spawning could be correctly
estimated. The sets, taken on the spat boxes at MonoUloy Point, were
carefully recorded for four years, and in other localities when oppor-
tunity was given. .

(f) Artificial Spawning. - In order to obtain accurate data as to
the spawning of individual scallops the following method was em
ployed: a large glass aquarium containing fresh sea water was placed
on the warm sand in the sunlight. Small glass jars, each containing
enough sea water to cover a scallop, were placed near the aquarium.
The scallops were gently scrubbed with a brush, rinsed in a pail of
clean salt water, and placed one in each of the small jars, under which
dark paper was placed to facilitate detection of spawn. The usual
number under observation at anyone time was 16, which proved the
most convenient number to watch. In order to prevent injury to the
developing eggs by contact with metal the temperature was taken from
a separate jar containing the same amount of water. The temperature
of the water was taken at the time the scallops were put in and at
the discharge of the flrst lot of spawn. At each spawning the contents
of the small jar was transferred to a bottle labeled with the number
of the scallop, number and time of discharge, and examined micro
scopically to determine whether eggs, spermatozoa or both were lib
erated. The animal and dish were rinsed in the pail, fresh water of the
same temperature was taken from the aquarium, and the scallop re
turned to its former position.

Artificial Fertilization. - Two methods of artificial fertilization have
proved most satisfactory in the study of shellfish larva: (1) removal
of the sexual products by cutting; (2) forcing the spawning, although
the former is not as successful with the scallop as with the oyster,
as there are certain drawbacks, such 8S the crushing of the eggs,
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abnormal development, non-fecundation of the numerous immature eggs,
and sacrificing the parent. The other method (forced spawning) is
accomplished by transferring the scallops from cool to warmer water,
which causes the ripe eggs to be extruded in a more natural manner.
Spawn could be obtained at any time during the season if the tem
perature was satisfactory, and the same scallops could be used over
and over.

In raising the larVal for laboratory study the aquaria should be
kept clean, a relatively large amount of water for a few larval should
be allowed, as crowding results in death, and the decomposing eggs,
if not separated by siphoning off the surrounding embryos, BOOn cause
the death of all. With every precaution the death rate is very high,
owing to the debris, parasitic protozoa, bacteria, etc., which collect
in the water, but there is good reason to believe that by careful experi
ment scallops can be raised in numbers in the laboratory, although
during this investigation only a few were successfully carried to the
post-embryonic stage.

Artificial Propagation. - The object of artificial propagation is
the prevention of the great "infant mortality," as under natural con
ditions but %0,000 of 1 per cent. of the number of~ develop into
mature scallops. Artificial fertilization and the protection of the
young embryos during the first few days of life would to a large extent
do away with this great loss; but the practical difficulties in success
fully rearing the larvlll over this period are such as to make the under
taking problematic. At the present time liberation of the eggs imme
diately after artificial fertilization seems to be of most benefit to the
fishery.

The Rate of Growth.

Methods of measuring the Scallops. - Three measurements were
made of each scallop (Fig. 65): (1) height, along the dono-ventral
axis, or from the hinge to the opposite edge of the shell; (2) width,
along the antero-posterior axis, or from the left to right edge of the
shell; (3) thickness, along the lateral axis, or the depth through the
valves.

The growth of any mollusk can only be accurately stated by deter
mining the gain in volume. As it was obviously impossible to obtain
the water displacement of the scallop with its loose shell, the following
method of calculating the volume was devised: the three dimensions
of the scallop were multiplied together and the result called the cubic
volume, equivalent to the volume of a solid rectangular prism of
those dimensions, in which the scallop is theoretically enclosed. Thus
the following proportion can be established: scallop A of cubic vol
ume 1,000 is to scallop B of cubic volume ii,ooO as 1,000 is to 5,000
(A:B: : 1,000 :5,000). Thus scallop B is five times, or 500 per cenl,
larger than scallop A, and the relative per cent. of increase is ob-
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tained with the same results as if the water displacement had been
taken. By taking several hundred measurements of width and thick
ness for scallops of the same height a table has been formulated,
giving the average width, thickness and cubic volume for every sized
scallop. Thus having given the height of any scallop, the cubic vol
ume can be found and any gain in length transformed into gain in
volume.

Measuring Instrument. - For speed, exactness and uniformity in
measuring large numbers of scallops it was necessary to have a suitable
measuring implement. (Fig. 105.) The instrument, designed for this
work by the writer, consists of an inverted triangle, formed by two
strips of metal welded together at the apex of the triangle, and joined at
the base by a short Cl'Oll8 piece. The whole instrument is made of brass
except the braised joint, and can be made as light as desired, although
there is danger of a heavy blow rendering a light measurer inac
curate. Several sizes were used in the work, the most convenient
having a base measuring 3' inches. On the sides of the triangle the
scale is marked in millimeters. The measure is scaled in a simple
manner by taking across the broad end a certain width in millimeters,
measuring the length of the instrument, and subdividing it into a cer
tain number of equal parts, each corresponding to 1 millimeter.
This gives easier and more accurate readings as it is possible to read
to ~ of a millimeter with the same accuracy as to 1 millimeter on an
ordinary rule, each di~sion on the triangle having actual measurement
of nearly 5 millimeters. When measuring, the triangle is held with the
base away from the body, and the object is brought down the nar
rowing sides until it strikes, at which point the measurement is read.

The value of the instrument arises from the rapidity with which
measurements can he made, as only' one movement is required to record
the . length of an object. Measurements could be made nearly twice
as fast as by using calipers, where two movements are required. A
proficient person can measure as high as 400 scallops per hour, three
measnrements being taken for each scallop, or a total of 1,200. The
ordinary person can measure about 300 in the same time, or 5 scallops
per minute. This instrument can be used for measuring a variety of
objects, and students of variation, where rough measurements are alone
required, will find it of great convenience.

Growth Experiments. - The growth experiments were carried on in
two ways: (1) by measurements at definite periods of the various sets
in the different waters of the Commonwealth; (2) by growth in pens
at Monomoy Point, Monument Beach, Marion and Chatham.

In the first case the work chiefly consisted of measurements, taken
as described above, of a large number of scallops at each time, so as
to obtain a correct average. During the first year three measurements
of each scallop were made, until sufficient material was at hand to
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formulate Table D. Afterwards only one measurement, the height,
was taken, as the gain in volume for any locality could be determined
from the table. The growth line proved of great assistance, as the
increase from May 1 at any date could be determined by making two
measurements, (1) the height, and (2) the growth line.

Tagged Scallops. - A method of recording the growth of individual
scallops as well as obtaining data upon their migratory habits was
obtained by "tagging" each specimen. A small hole was punched
through the "ear" close to the hinge line, and a numbered copper
tag was attached by a fine wire, as in Fig. 66. The scallops were
then liberated in the Powder Hole, after their measurements were taken.
Whenever found, the number and size were recorded, thus obtaining
the exact growth of the individual specimens. The tag apparently did
not interfere with the growth or movements of the animals.

Another method of identification was used in the pens. The scallops
were notched with a file across one valve, the number of notches giving
the class of the scallop when more than orie size were confined in the
pen.

The Pens. - Most of the growth experiments were conducted in
pens (Fig. 80), as the activity of the scallop rendered confinement
necessary. In this way, under what might be termed artificial con
di,tions, the rate of growth of Pecten irradiaf18 was obtained in several
localities. The pens were of two kinds: (1) of 1IA.-inch Wire chicken
netting; (2) of old seines. They were constructed by driving in the
soil posts of 2 by 3 inch joist, at sufficient intervals to hold the netting
firmly in position. When wire netting was used little difficulty was
experienced in making the bottoms of the pens tight to prevent the
escape of the scallops, as the netting set ftrmly on the soil, which had
previously been leveled. When seines were used the bottom was se
cured either by baseboards or by fastening the netting by long wooden
pegs, an uncertain method at best. The pens were made either of a
sufficient height to rise above the average tide, which was possible
at Chatham and Monomoy Point, where there is a comparatively small
rise and fall of the tide, or were fitted with netting tops when the tide
proved high, as at Marion and Monument Beach. The pens, which
ranged from 40 to 400 square feet in size, were situated in water from
1 to 2% feet in depth at low tide, and under a variety of conditions
as regards current, soil, eel grass and tide.

Wire Cages. - Scallops were suspended in wire cages (Fig. 71) from
a raft in the Powder Hole, Monomoy Point, in order to obtain the rate
of growth, especially of the young "seed," too small to confine in pens.
The baskets consisted of a wooden framework, 2% feet long, 1% feet
wide, 1 foot deep, covered by netting with IA. to 114 inch mesh.
Smaller cages were used for the young scallop with galvanized mos
quito netting. The objection to the use of a small mesh is due to the
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restriction of the water circulation by the clogging of the fine meshes
by plant growth. This was avoided as much as possible in the growth
experiments hy frequently cleaning the cages, and transferring the
small seallops as soon as their size permitted to the larger cages. In
spite of this care the growth of the "seed" inside the cages proved
less than those attached outside. Old scallops, as well as.young, were
confined in the baskets for growth records.

The Biological Raft. - The raft (Fig. 79) from which the wire
baskets were suspended proved particularly useful in the study of the
post-embryonic life history of the scallop, which "set" in numbers
on the boxes, wire cages and ropes, where specimens could be obtained
in all stages of development for laboratory examination. From the
raft at various depths 'were suspended wire cages and boxes, in which
growth experiments upon the quahaug, clam and scallop were con
ducted. The raft, 20 feet long by 10 feet wide, was made of two 4
by 6 inch beams, 20 feet long, which were held in place by cross beams,
3 by 4 inches in size. On the framework was a floor, except for a
large central "well." Fo~ trapdoors led to smaller "wells" on each
side. The raft was buoyed by six oil barrels, two on each end and
two on the sides, and was' moored in the Powder Hole in 20 feet of
water. The scheme of box spat collecting from a raft is recommended
to biological students, as the young of many worms, crustaceans, mol
lusks and other marine forms are caught easily in sand boxes.

.A. Life Table•

ST...... Aa'e. Shape. I Sbe (Inoh·)·1 MOT81II8nt.

Egg, Spberlcal, 11400, None.

Two celie, '6 mlnnte&, ~ob, None.

Four cell&, 87 mlnutee, ~ou, None.

EIght celIe, • 81 mInute&, '>1.00' None.

SIxteen celie, 100 mInute&, V.... None.

Blaetula, llhoure, • Mulberry, ~... None.

CIliated gaetrula, 10 houre, • '>1.00' Cilia.

Trochoephere, 12 houre, • Elongate, '>1.00' ClUa lll1d lIagilllllm.

Early vellger, 40 houre, • Flat hInge, '>lna, Velnm.

Late veUger, lIdaye, Umbonee, ;1&1, Foot.

DllI8OCOucb, • 8 daye, Scallop, . ;1•• to !hu, Foot.

PUcated, 20 daye, Scallop, . ~to~., Foot and val vee.

Youtb, • Up to 1 year, Scallop, • ~ to 1'., Valvoe.

AduU, . Over 1 year, Scallop, • 1% to 2!h. Valves.
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C. Stages of Development.

In order to give a brief consecutive narrative to the life history
of the scallop it was found 'necessary to confine the detailed descrip
tions of the period following the time of "set" to the reference
portion of the report. For this purpose the life of the young scallop
during the dissoconch and the plicated stages has been arbitrarily
dhided into eight periods. The chief cha-racteristics of each of these
periods are described in tabulated form and refer to the drawings
of the early stages. In making the divisions the shell has been taken
as the standard, and each stage is differentiated by some change in
formation.

•



I I. I •. I a. I c. I m. I e. I 7. I 8.
o , •

....
~

Simple coil of ISimple coil of 181mple coil of I Coiled.
Intestine. Intestine. Inteatlne.

~
t?=;l

00
('l

~
~
~

~
~

Same curvature
as right.

Plicated growth
not prlamlltlc.

Present.
Preaent.
II.
Present.
Guard.llap.
Primary, second·

ary, tertiary.
21.
LeIs conlplcuous.
Numerous Inner,

lIII outer.
Clllltted tip.
Present.
Present.
Heart consplcu.

ous.
Posterior.

Several coils.

20 to 22 daya after
aet.I.' by].' millime·
ter!.

11 to ".Straight.

16 to 18 daya after
aet.

1.lIIl by 1.2/1 mllll.
meters.

11 to ".Straight.

More convex
than right.

Pllcated growth
not prismatic.

Present.
Present.
••Present.
Guard lIap.
Primary, IICCOnd.

ary. tertiary.
111.
Preeeut.
Numerous Inner,

20 outer.
Ciliated tip.
Present.
Present.
Heart conlplcu.

ous.
Po8terlor.

Several colla.

More co n v'e x
than right.

Prlamatlc atruc·
ture.

Preaent.
Present.
2.
Preaent.
Guard lIap.
Primary, second.

ary, tertiary.
9.
Preaent.
22 Inner, 10 outer.

Clllated tip.
Preaent.
Present.
Heart consplcu.

oua.
Poaterlor.

Coiled.

81, 811. 188, IU. 136, 86, 87.
\I teeth on byssal PlIcatious beglu. Pilcated stage.

notch.

12 to I' day(after
set.

1 by 1.111 millime.
tera.

10 to 18.
Straight.

More convex
than I1ght.

PrIsmatic atruc-
ture.

Present.
Present.
1.
Beginning.
Complex.
PrImary and

secondary.
9.
Preaent.
19 Inner, 7 outer.

Clllalied tip.
Preaellt.
Preaent.
Heart oonaplcu.

oua.
Postertor.

Coiled.

29, SO.
1 tooth on

byl!88l noteh.

9 to 10 days af.
ter I!8t.

.911 by 1.11 mllll·
meters.

9to 12.
Straight.

More convex
than right.

Prismatic struc-
ture.

Present.
Prelleot.
None.
None.
Complex.
9 primary.

Beginning.
None.
I'.
Ciliated tip.
Present.
Present.
Heart oonsplcu

ous.
Poatel1or.

':'0?All:-re,t2~. 0 n
byR...I notch.

6 to 8days after
aet.

.68 by .711 of a
millimeter.

II to 7.
Stralgbt.

More convex
tban right.

Prismatic atruc·
ture.

Present.
2-3 atrlpes.
None.
None.
8lmple.
None.

None.
None.
6 large, S amaH

1Ilamentll.
Ciliated tip.
Present.
Present.
No beart beat

leen.
Posterior.

None.
None.
4 large, 8 smaH

1Ilaments.
Ciliated tip.
Present.
Present.
No heart beat

lOOn.
Poatertor.

More convex
than light.

Prlsmatlc struc-
ture.

Present.
1 strip.
Nonc.
Sone.
Simple.
None.

CUlated tip.
Present.
Prelleut.
No heart beat

seen.
Postel1or.

None.
None.
• ftlameDta.

.2 by .U6 of a
millimeter.

None.
Stnlght (10

pain teeth);
length, ]36.

More con vex
than I1ght.

Pl1smatlc struc.
ture.

Just formed.
None.
None.
None.
8lmple.
None.

U.
2 to 8 strips

across bysaal
notch.

I day after eet. 12 daya after set. 8 to • days after
set.

.U by .29 of a .88 by.' of a
millimeter. millimeter.

]. 2 to 8.
Straight; lengtb, Slightly curved.

156.

19, 20. \21, 22~ 28.
No strtl' scroBS I strip acroBS

byssal noteh. byl!881 notch.

Lett valve,

Right valve,

Byssal notch,
Byssal groove,
Byssal teeth,
Color
Mantie, •
Tentacles,

Eyes, . .
P8efldo.slphon,
Gille,

Foot, •
BysMI gland,
Otocyst,. .
Blood aystem, .

Adductor mus·
cle.

Digestive tract,

Age, .

Size, .

Lines of growth ,
Binge line,

Figures, •
Character,

NOTB. - Rate of growth from thla time on varies with the conditions under which Ibe lullop la placed, (.e., lis environment.
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D. Comparative Table of Bize ana Volume.

In the following table of scallops from 1 to 80 millimeters for each
size (height), the average width and thickness are taken from the
measurements of many specimens. Height is the measurement along
the dorso-ventral axis, or from the hinge to the opposite edge of the
shell; width, along antero-posterior axis, or from the left to right
edge of the shell; thickft688, along the lateral axis, or the depth through
the valves. The cubic volume is expressed in cubic millimeters as
height times width times thickne88. For each size the number per
quart is given in the fifth column. This table proved very useful in
determining the gain in volume in the planted beds and in the localities
under observation, as by merely having the original size and increase
in height, the gain in volume could be readily calculated.

~ J1
I oj

J!~
~ I '0 :J :i ~ ~0>

~
.s:'>

.l!I ;IS ~l .l!I :g 8 ~!...
~ "

..
~ t:1%1 0 Ii!< 1%1 Ii!<

1 1.0 .1 .1 7,9'.I7,2':'ft.00 2ft !lI.O 8.9 ft,tl6S.0 28Il.00

1 ].8 .ft 1.8 R80,8I1O.00 28 16.0 \l.8 6,287.0 W.!O

S 1.7 .R 6.ft 248,960.00 17 17.0 9.7 7,0'11.0 224.10, 2.6 1.1 11.' 188,ft96.00 28 28.1 10.1 7,94.7.0 ]99.00

ft '.ft 1.ft 88.8 ~,8ll8.00 29 29.11 10.~ 8,891.0 178.30

II ft., 1.8 M.8 l7,llJIi.OO 80 80.8 11.0 9,999.0 1M. so

7 11.8 2.1 9'.1.6 17.128.00 81 81.' 11.ft l1,ll1i.O 141.60

8 7.8 2.ft 146.0 10,800.00 82 82.ft 11.9 12,876.0 128.10

9 ~.a 2.8 209.0 7.M3.00 88 88.6 12.4 18,749.0 11ft.so

10 9.8 8.1 2S8.0 11,006.00 34. 34..7 12.9 lft,211l.0 104.20

]] 10.2 8.' 88'l.0 '.100.00 Sli Sli.l! 18.8 16,6611.0 116.00

II 11.1 8.8 ft}].0 3,IUS.00 88 88.9 18.7 18,199.0 b7.10

18 111.2 '.1 660.0 11,489.00 87 88.0 l4..1 19,8'lli.0 80.00

l' L1I.1 ,., 818.0 1,660.00 88 89.2 14.6 21,ftlJl/.0 78.4.0

U 14.2 '.8 1,02lI.0 I,M1.00 811 4.0.' 1~.0 28,634.0 67.10

16 U.3 6.2 1,1!73. 0 1,24.:1.00 40 '1.6 lft.6 26,79'.1.0 61.4.0

17 16.' ~.6 1,66],0 1,016.00 41 42.8 16.0 28.0;'7.0 66.00

18 17.ft 6.0 1,890.0 838.80 42 48.9 16.ft 30,'28.0 62.10

19 18.6 6.4 2,262.0 700.90 48 45.0 17.0 82,8lJft.0 48.20

1IO 19.6 6.1' 2,666.0 6116.60 « 46.2 1; .6 Sli,574.0 «.60

u 10.7 7.2 8,180.0 006.4.0 ~ 4.7.4 18.0 88,894.0 4.1.30

1I2 11.8 7.6 8,64.ft.0 4.34..90 '6 '8.6 18.6 n,M9.0 88.60

III 22.9 8.0 ',2U.0 8;6.20 47 '9.8 19.0 44.,'71.0 80.66

U 28.9 8.ft 4,676.0 82ft. 20 48 60.9 19.5 4.7,64.2.0 88.30
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411 M.I flO. 0 III,OIi8.0 31.00 611 70.3 19.8 ISlI,257.0 11.i!

110 liS.t fIO.II M,Ii8O.0 19.10 8ll 71.4 SO.lI 142,814.0 11.14

III 114.4 t1.1 liS,MO.O 27.20 87 i!.6 SO.8 149,817.0 10.&1

M M.II 1I1.7 6lI,6lI6.0 25.80 88 73.8 31.6 lliS,OllO.O 10.OS

Il8 66.7 B.3 87,014.0 1I3.llli 611 711.0 82.2 166,83Ii.0 9.111

114 6'7.9 B.9 71,600.0 ••111 70 76.1I n.9 1711,4811.0 9.OS

lIlI lill.1 28.11 78,lIll7.0 flO. 711 71 77.4 88.7 l8lI,lll6.0 8.51\

1I8 1ll.8 114.1 81,881.0 19.110 72 78.6 84.11 IlIll,lI4l1.0 8. III

117 61.4 14.7 811,"11.0 18.M 'Ill 79.8 1IlI.1I lIOII,056.O 7.73

1I8 iii. II til.8 91,718.0 17.SO 74 81.0 86.9 1I1I1,I84.0 7.S7

lllI SI.8 tII.9 97,187.0 16.SO 711 82.1 88.8 2lIlI,1I64.0 7.OS

60 84.7 ••11 1000,m.0 16.'" 78 88.2 87•• lIlIll,866.0 6.71

81 611.8 1I7.1 108,774.0 14.68 77 84.4 88.1 1I47,6OI.0 6••

82 87.0 1I7.7 1111,0811.0 18.711 78 SlI.8 88.9 lIlill,7~.0 8.14

88 68.1 18.8 Ilil ,4111. 0 18.06 79 811.8 1III.7 t7lI,2Sl.O 11.81

84 6lI.t 111.0 1lI8,4IIlI.0 12.M IlO 88.0 "'.8 ll8ll,lfIO.O II.M
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GLOSSARY.

Adduetor mWJC1e,

Anterior,
Archenteron,
Asymmetrical,
Auricle,
Bathymetrical,
Blastopore, •
Blastula,

By88us,

Cell,
Cilia,
Cleavage,
Cloacal chamber,

Crystalline style,

Cytoplasm, .
Diatoms,

Dimyarian, .
Di880conch,

Dorsal,

Eetoderm,
Egg, •
Egg capsule,
Embryo,
Endoderm, .
Equilateral,
Equivalvular,
Exoskeleton,

Muscle which draws the two valves (shells) to-
gether.

Front.
Primitive or original digqstive tract.
Not symmetrical.
A chamber of the heart.
Relating to the depth in the sea.
The opening into the arehenteron.
An early stage in the development of the embryo,

in which the outer cells form a definite layer.
Thread-like :flbers secreted by the foot for attach-

ment.
The unit structure of life.
Filamentous protoplasmic proce88es.
Natural division of the egg cells.
8paee into which waste material is discharged be

fore passing out the excurrent siphon.
A transparent gelatinous rod which lies along the

upper part of the intestine.
That part of the protoplasm ~utside of the nucleus.
Microscopic plants, which constitute the food of

the shell1lsh.
Having two adductor muscles, as the quahaug.
Literally, two shelled; babyhood shell with no pli

cations.
Referring to the back of the animal but not neces-

sarily the upper side.
The external outer layer of cells.
The female germ cell - ovum.
Case in which the egg is inoJosed.
The first rudiments of an organism.
The inner cell layer.
Having all sides equal.
When two valves are alike in size and shape.
Outside framework or support, differing from a

true skeleton or endoskeleton, which is inside
the body.
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Fecundation,
Fertilization,
Flagellum, .
Follicle,
Formative cells, .

Ganglion,

Gastrula,

Genus,
Geotropic,
Germ cell,
Gills, •

Gland,

Hermaphrodite,

Invagination,

Lamella,
Lamellibranchiata,

Larva,

Lumen,
Macromere,

Micromere,

Mantle,

Mantle cavity,
Maturation,

Migration, .
Monomyarian,

Nacreous structure,
Nucleoli,
Nucleus,
Otocysts,
Ovary,

Ovum,
Pecten,
Pericardium,
Posterior,

THE SCALLOP FISHERY

Impregnation of the ovum by the spermatozoon.
Fecundation.
A long, whip-like cilium.
A small cavity.
Cells which form the animal in contrast with cells

which furnish them with food.
A mass of grey nervous substance, which serves

as a center of nervous in1luence.
An embryonic stage which has the form of a

double-walled MC with an opening leading into
a cavity, the archenteron.

Group of species.
Showing a disposition to incline toward the earth.
That which is to develop a new individual
Respiratory org8Dl! in water, comparable to the

lungs in air.
o A cell or collection of cells having the power of

secreting.
An anim&l having both male and female generative

organs.
One of the methods by which the various germinal

layers of the ovum are dilferentiated.
A thin plate or lICa1e.
Anim&ls of the molluu family that have the gills

arranged in leaf-like layers.
The animal during its development until it reaches

adult size.
An opening, space or cavity.
One of the larger eells, resulting from segmen

tation of the egg.
One of the smaller cells, ~ulting from segmen

tation of the egg.
The :fleshy, membraneous covering, lining inside of

the shell.
The space between the mantles.
The prooElllll of ripening or coming to maturity of

the egg.
Act of traveling from one region to another.
Having one adductor mUllCle, 8l! with the llC8llop

and oyster.
Pearly layer of shell, generally on the inside.
Smaller divisions or parts of the nucleus.
Germinative spot.
Organs of equilibration.
The organ of a female in which the eggs are

formed.
The egg.
Scientific name of the llC8llop.
Membrane inclosing the heart.
Opposite to anterior.
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Prillmatie strneture,
Prodissoconeh,
Prot&ndrie,

Protoplll.llD1,
.. Beed " seallop, .
Bet,
Spawning, •
Spermatozoon,
Tentaele,

Teetill,
Trochosphere,

Umbo,
ValVell,

VeUger,

Velum,

Ventral surface, .
Ventricle, .
Visceral maBS,

Shell made up of prisms.
Small embryonic shell of a mollusk.
Having male sexual organs while young, and female

organs later in life.
Cell contents -life substanee.
A scallop leBS than one year old.
Attaehing of scallop by byssus.
To set free the eggs or spermatozoa.
The male sex cell.
A more or less elongated proceBB, usually an organ

of sense or motion.
The male gland which produces the spermatozoa.
Stage in embryonic development, in which the em

bryo ill spherical and rotates rapidly.
The beak or .. shoulder" of the bivalve shell.
Two valves, the right and left, compose the shell

of a lamellibraneh mollusk.
Stage in embryonic development in which velum is

used as an organ of locomotion.
A eircular pad covered with eilia and used as an

organ of locomotion in the early embryonic
stages.

The side opposite the dorsal surface.
A ehamber of the heart.
That part of body containing digestive, generative

and part of circulatory and nervous systems.
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ACJIllIla,
Adductor muscle,
Age,
Anatomical development, .
Anatomy of adult, •
Anatomy of diMoconch stage,
Anatomy of veliger,
Anomia, .
AIlsiIltants,
Attaehment,

Observations OD,

Period of,.
Value of, .

Bait regulation,
Barnstable,
Bibliography,
Blastula,
Bourne, .
Brewster,
Buuard's Bay,
BYBIla1 groove,
BYIlIlUIl, .
Cage growth, .
Cages, wire,
CapeCod:-

Spawning IM!&IOD"

Growth, .
Catch, daily limit to,
Champi parvia,
Chatham,
Chatham dredge,
Ciliated larva, .
Circulatory sYstem, .
Cleavage,
Climbing,
Color:-

Chart,
Preference,
Variation,

Courteaies,
Crawling,
Crepidula,
Culture:-

Artificial,
Communal,

P.A.Q.

14,71
16,46

. 77-81,87
41-47
13-19
38,39
32-35
14,71

11
50-54

53
52,53
53,54

119
98, 100, 101, 104

138, 139
29

102, 104
98

85, 101, 102
38

. 18,51,52

.89,90,96
132, 133

25
85

118
14

73,83,85,99,100,104
109

29,30
17

28,29
56,57

129
67
48

10,11
54-56
14,71

122,123
123,124
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Current, .
Death of old scallops,
Decline of industry, .
Deformities,
Dennis, .
Development table,
Distoms,
Digestive system: 

Anatomy,
Development,
Veliger,

DisBooonch stage,
Distribution,
Dredges,
Dredging,
Drew, Prof. G. A.,
Drifting,
Edgartown,
Eel grlI88,

Egg:-
Description,
Development,
Method of counting,

Embryological methods,
Embryology, .
Enemies,
Enteromorpha,
Environment, .
Excretory IlY8tem,
"Eye,1I .
Eyes:

Anatomy,
Development,

Fairhaven,
Fallacies,
Falmouth,
Family, .
Fecundation: -

Natural, .
Self,

Feeding habitll,
Fertilisation: 

Artificial, .
Self,
Two-year-old scallops,

Fishery, .
Methods of improving,

. Fishing grounds,
Flagellum,
Food value,
Foot:-

Anatomy,
Development,

Footed larva,
Gastrula,

I~lJEX.

P.&.QIC

8S--90
79

106,107
95

100, 104
135, 136

65

17
46,47

35
3~9

12
109,110
108-110

10,11,13,18,27,58
60,61

83, 85, 103, 104
.88,89,91

19
27,28

126, 127
125-130

27--31
67-73

13
87-92
17, 18

111,116,117

15, 16
44

101, 104
73

102
11,12

25,26
26

65,66

129, 130
26

26,27
107-112
124,125
97-103

30
113-117

18
46
34
29
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PAOli

GatelJ, W. H., .
Gathering by hand, .
Gille: -

Anatomy,
Development,
Feeding, .

Glossary,
Growth:-

Artificial, .
Average, .
Buuard's Bay, .
Cage,
Cape Cod,
Chatham,
Conditions influencing,
Current, .
Eel grB88,
Environment,
Food and,
General,
Line,
Locality,
Methods, .
Months, .
Natuml compared with artificial,
Pen,
Salinity, .
Seta of 1904, 1905, 1906,
Shellfish, .
Sae and, .
Soil,
Spawning season,
Temperature,
Variations,
Water, depth of,
Young scallops,

Harwich,
Heart,
Hinge,
Hinge line,
History of fishery,
Industry, statistics of,
Ingersoll; Ernest,
Intel!tine,
Is1andll, .
Jackson, Prof. R. T.,
Kellogg, Prof. J. L.,.
Kidney, .
Laws,
Life, lenl(th of,
Licht. etJect of,
Liver,
Loeomotion,
Macromeres,
Man,

8,11
107,108

16
45,46

66
139-141

92-96
.74.84,85

85
.89,90,96

85
99,100

87-92
88-90

91
87
75
75

. 14,81,82
85

. 74,75. 130--133
76,77
93,94

.94,96,97
92
85
76
95
91

82,83
91
76
92

83,84
100, 104

17
14
13

105,106
103,104

10,12,72,77,123
17,47

85
10,13,18,32,36,37,51.52,58,59,64,66

10-12, 17-19, 66
17, 18

117-120
77-81

66
17.47
~O

29
71-73
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MantJe:
Anatomy,
Development,
VeUger,

Marion, .
Market, .
Mashpee,
Mattapoisett,
Measuring instrument,
Methods:-

Fishing,
Improving industry,
Investigation,

Micromeres,
Migration,
Monomoy,
Muscle, adductor,
Names, .
Nantucket,
NlIll8& obsoleta,
Natural supply,
Nervous system,
Net, plankton,
New Bedford, .
Non-edible parts,
North Falmouth,
Object of report,
Openen,
Opening, method of, .
Orleans, .
Otocyst, .
Outfit of scalloper,
Ovary,
Overcrowding and growth,
Oyster drill,
Palps,
Pe1Beneer, Dr. Paul,
Penalties for scallop laws,
Pens,
Permits for fiBbing,
Plicated stage,
Polar cells,
Powder Hole, .
Power, scalloping by,
Presentation of report,
Price, market, .
ProdiBsoconch,
Propagation, .
Provincetown,
Pusher, .
Raft, biological,
Range, .
Headen,
Recovery from injury,
Reproductive organs,
Resting, .

INDEX.

15
41,42

35
83, 85, 102, 104

111,112
101

101, 104
131

107-110
121-125

l1,12S-133
29

61-64
20,21,23,83,85,86,89

.16,34,46
12

85,102,104
70,71

121-124
17

128
101,104

116
83,85

9
III

111,112
98
45

110
18
96

69,70
. 16,17,46
.20,26,30

119
94,96,97,132

119,120
39,40

28
11,79

110,111
9, 10

112
32

122, 130
911

lOS
11,133
12, 13

8
64,65
18,19
60,61



Restocking,
Rhode Island,
Ridgell, .
RimIer, Jonathan,
Salinity, . .
Savery, Charles L.,
Sea weeds,
Season, .
Seed lICallOP,
Senility, .
Sense organs,
Sensory poweJ'll,
SerpuJa, •
Set,
Shanties,
Shell,
Shipment,
Soaking,
Soil,
Spat collecting,
Spawning,

Age,
Artificial, .
Growth, •
Methods of relJorWng,
Monomoy Point,
Season,
Temperature,

Spermatosoa, .
Stage harbor, .
Stages:-

Dissoconch,
Life,
Plicated,
VeUger,

Starfi8h, .
Stomach,
Swimming,
Tables, .

DisBoconch phallell, ~

Life,
Volume, .

Tagged lICa1loptl.
Temperature: 

Spawning,
Growth,

Tentacles,
Terminology,
TlIlW,
Tisbury, .
Traveling, rate of,
Troch08phere larva, .
Turning over, .
Two-year-old 8OallOptl.
Ulva,
Valves, .

INDEX. 149

P.&.O.

124
86

13, 14
10,77,82,83,86

92
8,11

14
107,118

119
78,79
42-46
66,67.
14,71

36,50,51,83,85,86
III

13-15,31,~-49,116, 117
112

114,115
91
54

20-25
22

129
82,83

127-129
. 20,21,23

23-25
22

19,20,127
90

36-39
78

39,40
31-35
68,69
16,47

.30,57-60
133-138
135, 136
133, 134
137,138
63, 132

22
91,92

15.42-44
9

18
104
57
30
57
79
14
13
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Variation: 
Color,
Growth,
Length of life,

Veliger, .
Velum, .
Vina1, William G.,
Vineyard Haven,
Visceral m8llll, .
Vision, .
Wareham,
.Welllleet,
Yannouth.
Yolk lobe,

INDEX.

48,49
95
80

31-35
33

8,11
103,104

46
67

102, 104
99

73,100.104
28







A.BBBBVIATIONS.

a. - anus.
aa. - anterior adductor muscle.
b.- bYSSUA.
bg. - bY8."a1 gland.
bur. - bysaaJ groove.
bn. - byssal notch.
d. - dissooonch.
di. - distal end.
er. - II ear!'
f.- foot.
fe. - foot cleft.
f(l. - foot groove.
/I. - flageHum.
fro - foot retractor muscle.
(I. - gills.
h. - hinge line.
M. - heart.
i. - intestine.
ig. - inner gills.
I. -liver.
Ip. - labial palps.
711.- mantle.

71If - mantle flap.
mI.-mouth.
o. - otocyst.
0(/. - outer gills.
O~.- ovary.
pa. - posterior adductor muscle.
pc. - polar cells.
pd. - prodissoconch.
pl. - plicated growth.
pm. - primitive mouth.
pro - proximal end.
p8. - pseudo-siphon.
r. - retractors of velum.
8. - stomach.
8(1. - sheH gland.
I. - tentacles.
1".- teeth.
lB. - testis.
~.- velum.
om. - visceral mass.
yl. - yolk lobe.



J'ia'. 1. - Mature egg ready for union with male cell. Magnified 600 diametcrs.
J'ia'. I. - Spermatozoa (male cells). Note length of tail and variation in shape

of head. The spermatozoon on the left is the most common form. No attempts
were made to study the minute anatomy. Magnified 600 diameters.

J'ia'. 3. - Compre88ed egg. Shape due to pressure of eggs within ovary.
Shortly after extrusion it becomes spherical. Magnified 600 diameters.

J'ia'. 4.. - Egg enclosed in mcmbranous case. Magnified 600 diamcters.
J'ia'. Ii. - Egg. forty-three minutes after fecundation. showing the yolk lobe

(yl) and two polar cells (pc). The formation of the yolk lobe has given to the egg
a pear-shaped appearance. Magnified 600 diameters.

J'ia'. 6. - Ring of spermatozoa with radiating tails hcld away from the egg by
a membrane. The entire smface of the membrane is rovered by the sperma
tozoa, but only those in one plane are herc shown. Magnified 600 diameters.

J'ia'. 7. - Two-celIed stage, forty-six minutes after fecundation, showing uncqual
division. The larger celI contains the yolk lobe (yl). Magnified 600 diameters.

J'ia'. 8. - Four-celIed stage, sixty-seven minutes after fecundation. Magni
fied 600 diameters.
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I'lg. 9. - Eiltht-cell('d stage, .ide view, eighty-one minutes after fecundation.
Magnified 600 diameters.

J'1g. 10. - ~ixteen-cclled stalte, view('d from below, one hundred minutes after
fecundation. Note large yolk c('II. Magnified 600 diameters.

J'ig. 11. - BllL.tula stage, viewed from below, about nine hours after fecunda
tion. The oMltinal egg hlUl dev('loped, by repeated divisions, into a m&Sll of cells,
giving it a DlUlberry-like appearance. Th.. large yolk cell has divided into four
macromeres, the rest of the cells constituting the micromeres. Magnified 600
diameters.

J'ig. 11. - Ciliated RastruIa, ten hours after fecundation. The embryo ("an now
swim through the water by means of the hair-like eilia. The larger cells have
become invaginated. Magnificd 600 diameters.

J'i&'. 18. - Optical section of ciliated gastrula. Magnified 600 diameters.
I'ig. 14,. - Trochosphere stage, twelve to fourteen hours after fecundation.

The body has elongat('d and the ("ilia are now confined to the front end. Note
the long fe('ler or flagellum, which serves to guide the animal. The opt'ning of the
primitive mouth can be seen on the lower side, while above is a slight indentation
corresponding to the beginninR of the shell gland. Magnified 600 diameters.

J'1g. lli. - Formation of the shell, which ariscs at two symmetrical points of
calcification, right and left of the m('dian line, and gradually envelops the animal.
MaRnified 600 diameters.

I'ig. 11. - Early vl'liger larva, viewed from the side. The animal arrives at
this staRe from ....ven teen to forty hours after fertilization. aecoroing to external
conditions. The duration of this stage is probably from five to six days, during
which the animal leads a fr('e swimming life. Magnified 600 diameters.
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Pi«. 17. - Early veliKer swimming with velum extended. Viewed from side.
Magnified 150 diameters.

Pic. 18. - Late veliger or prodissoconch. Note change in form of shell, as
compared with Fill:. 17. This stage marks the end of the embryonic period, as thc
scallop now forsakcs its free swimrninll: life and attaches itself to objects by means
of its byssus or .. anchor strands." Magnified 150 diameters.

Figs. 19 to 32, inclusive, eover the next distinct staKe of development. This
form is ealled .. dissoconch," i.e., double shell.

Pic. 19. - Dissoconch Phase 1. Early dissoconch growth after scallop has" set."
View of right or lower, valve. Note beginning of byssal or foot notch (bn). Scal
lop is now capable of qyssal attachment. Right val ve is slightly SDlluler than left.
Magnified 150 diameters.

ric. 10. - View of Icft valve of same scallop as in Fig. 19. Anatom;jr shown
through transparent shell. Note inercased number of gill filaments. Magnified
150 diameters.

ric. 11. - Dissoconeh Phase 2. About two days after "set." View of trans
parcnt right valve through which the organs are seen. The right valve is less
convex than the left, for aid in crawling. The heart (ht) is observed for thE' first
time during this stage. Note the slower growth of the byssal or foot notch, which
is one period behind the growth of the rest of the shell. Note also the inen'RSC
in the number of gill filaments. Magnified 150 diameters.

ric. II. - Internal view of shell of scallop of same age as in Fig. 21, showing ten
pairs of small teeth (te), which interlock to form a firm hinge. The shell is inequi
valved, i.e., the right valve (upper in illustration) is less concave than the left.
Magnified 150 diameters.

Pic. IS. - Internal view of same scallop as in Fig. 21, showing the adductor
muscle and foot, the rest of the soft parts having been removed. Scallops of this
age often open the shell to an angle of 900

, thus illustrating the flexibility of the
adductor muscle. Magnified 150 diameters.

Pic. lifo. - Dissoconch Pha.se 3. View of right valve of scallop about four dlQ"S
after" set," showing anatomy. The left valve projects slightly beyond the right,
and the hinge line is inelined slightly upward. Note increased number of gill bars.
Magnified 150 diameters.
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I'i,. 1111. - Dissoconch Phase 4. View of right valve of scallop about one week
after "set." Note contrast lx>tween the prodissoconch (pd) or embryonic shell
and the succeeding dissoconch growth (d). A groove has been formed b~' the
growth of the byssal or foot notch (bn), which is increasing in size to correspond
with the development of the foot. The right valve is smaller than the left. Mag
nified 37 '(2 diameters.

l'iIl'. II. - View of left valve of same scallop as in Fig. 25, showing the lines of
growth and the formation of the pseudo-ear, which corresponds to the location of
the byssal notch. Map;nified 37% diameters.

l'iIl'. 17. - Same scallop as in Fig. 25, with foot extendPd. Anatomy shown
through transparent left valve. Note increased number of gill filament~ (ig) and
the well-defined heart (ht). The byssa! gland (bg) and cleft have become promi
nent on foot. The knob-like projections on the mantle are the beginnings of the
tentacles (I.). Magnified 371;2 diameters.

rill'. 18. - View of soft parts of slightly older scallop of Phase 4. Xote the
nine small tentacles (t), the two eyes (e) and the fourteen gill filaments (ig). Mag
nified 371/~ diameters.

l'iIl'. 19. - Dissoconch Pha.'Ie 5. Anatomy shown through transparent right
valve. This stage is characterized by onc tooth in the byssal notch. The seallop
is represented as lying in a resting position, with mantle and foot retracted. Note
the formation of eight secondary tentacles between thl' primary. the relative posi
tion of the eyes (e) and the tcnatcles (I.), and the lx>ginning of the outer gills (og).
Magnified 37~~ diameters.

l'iIl'. SO. - View of samc scallop as shown in Fig. 29, as seen through left valve,
with mantle (m) expanded and foot (f) extended. The edges of the mantle have
joined posteriorly to form a pseudo-siphon (ps). through which water is expelled
from the shell. The byssal gland (bg) has a prominent position on the long foot
(f). Magnified 37'(2 diameters.

l'iIl'. 31. - Dissoconch Phase 6. Characterized by two teeth on the byssaI
notch. View of anatomy through right valve. Tertiary tentacles are developing
on the ed!!:e of the mantle, which is partially extended. At this age the scallop
has about twenty-two inner (i!!:) and ten outer (011:) gill filaments. Magnified 371h
diameters.

I'i,. 31. - Scallop of same phase as in Fig. 31, lying on left valve in an unnatural
position. The animal has extended his foot (f) for the purpose of turning over.
The eyes (e), tentacles (t) and guard flap (mf) can be seen on the edge of the mantle.
Ma!!:lufied 37 \(2 diameters.
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J'1g. 33. - Early plicated staKe. View of the right or lower valve. Note
thc smooth prodiS80conch (pd) and dissoconch (d) areas, \\-;th the beginning of
thc sixteen plieations (pI) of the adult. There are four teeth (te) on the byssal
notch. Actual size, U!5 millimeters (%" of an inch).

Pig. 340. - Rame sl"allop lLS in Fig. 33. viewed from left or upper valve. Actual
size, 1.25 millimeters (V20 of an inch).

J'1g. 31. - View of the anatomy of a slightly older scallop, size. 1.4 millimeters
n1R of an inch), as seen through the riKht valve. Note prim!LJ'l', secondary and
tertiary eyes (e) and tentacles (t). The outer gill (og) has about twenty-five fila
ments, and bewns to resemble the inner gill (ig).

J'ig. 36. - View of right or loy;er valve of same scallop as in Fig. 35. Note
the five tccth (te) on thl' byssal notch (hn) and the beginning of the "elU'l!" (er).
The two teeth back of the external border of the byssal groove are older, and have
rounded rather than the pointed ends of the last formed teeth. The valves have
become nearly equal. the hinKe line straight, and the byssal groove (bg) can be
traced back to the asymmetriral prodissoconl"h. Actual sille, 1.4 millimeters (VIR

of an inch).
J'1g. 37. - View of upper Il'ft valve of same scallop as in Figs. 35 and 36 Actual

size, 1.4 millimcters (Vi!l of an inch).
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I'ig. 38. - Dorsal view of Pecten in plicated stage, showing umbones and
hinge line. The left valve is deeper than the right. The prodiS80conch (pd) is
sharply marked oIT, the amount of separation between its two valves being well
shown. Magnified 32 diameters.

Pig. 39. - PlicRted stage. A 2.15-millimeter scallop magnified 32 diametcrs.
View of corner of right valve, showing groove and notch. Nine teeth (te) can be
seen in the byssal area, six of which are within the external border of the groove.
There is a second furrow dorsal to t.he byssal groove, and a serrated structure near
the hinge line of seven sharply pointed teeth, which possibly may be an individual
variation.

I'ig. 60. - Posterior view of scallop in the plicated stage, showing that the
shell has become more nearly equivalvular. The plicated (pi) and dissoconch (d)
areas are sharply differentiated. Magnified 32 diameters.

I'ig. 4.1. - Prismatic structure of right valve of dissoconch shell highly mag
nified. 'This structure is not found on the left valve, or on either "alve of the adult.
Magnified 340 diameters.

Pig. U. - Foot of 25-millimeter (about 1 inch) scallop, showing cleft (fe), disc
like tip, byssal gland (bg) and groove (fg). Magnified 7 diameters.

Pig. 4.3. - Byssus of scallop of dissoconch stage after having been cast off by
the animal; distal (di) or attached end; proximal (pr) or gland end. Magnified
5 diameters.

Pig•. "-46. - Stages showing the development of the tenacle. Fig. 44 rep
resents the first appearance, Fill;. 45 further development, and Fig. 46 the tip of
a completely formed tenaele. The tenacles on the edge of the mantle are used as
sensory, clinging and crawling organs. Magnified 110 diameters.

I'ia'. 4.7. - Scallop (4 to 5 millimeters in size) drifting just below the surface
of water in aquarium (see page 60). Note the extended tentacles (t), open shell
and the reverse position, with right valve uppermost. Magnified 5 diameters.

Pig. 4.8. - Scallop (1.5 millimeters in size) attached to pel gr8S8 by a two
stranded bys8Us (b), formed during the night. Magnified 7 diameters.
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riga. 4.9-lil. - Turning Over. - When lying on the left valve, as in Fig. 49,
the small scallop appears uneasy, as its normal position is on the right. After a
few minutes it thrusts out its foot, waves it around, as if set!king a foothold, and
finally applies the cleft tip to the bottom of the glass dish with a twisting motion.
By this movement the shell is so pulled that the hinge line rests upon the boH-om
(Fig. 50), and the scallop pries itJlelf over, naturally falling into its normal posi
tion on the right valve.

I'iga. lill-li4.. - These figures illustrate the strength of the byssal thread, which
permits the revolving of a young scallop at least 360° without breaking the strand..
The scallop is shown as it is turnl'd around on i~s attachment by a pencil.

riga. lili-li7. - Crawling. - In Fig. 55 the young scallop, lying on its right
valve, has extendcd its foot, the tip of which is firmly set on the bott{)m. Fig. 56
shows the tipping of the shell forward by the contraction of the foot. Fig. 57
shows the completion of the movement, by which the animal has traveled three
quarters of its length, and the extension of the foot for a second pull. The action
of the foot is strengthened by the clapping of the valves, which sends out a culTt'nt
of water from the posterior side of the shell.

FIgs. li8-60. - Spinning the BYllul. - In Fig. 58 the foot is extended, with
tip and byssal gland touching the bottom of the glass dish, in order to attach the
byssal thread. Fig. 59 represents the spinning or drawing out of the byssal thread
by the retraction of the foot toward the shell, and Fig. 60 shows the young seallop
attached by one thread, while the foot is in the art of extension for the purpose
of attaching a second strand at a point slightly removed from the fixation of the
first. The spinning of a single thread orcupies about two minutes.

I'iga. 61, 61. - Swimming. - Swimming is accomplished hy the a1ternatt'
expulsion of water first from one "ear," as B, and then from the other, as D, which
forces the scallop ahead by a series of zigzag jerks or tacks in the directions C
lind E respectivl'ly. (Thesl' two figures are from the illustrations of Prof. R. T.
Jackson, Figs. 8, &1, Platl' XXVIII., Memoirs Boston Socicty Natural History,
Vol. IV.)

I'iga. 68, M. - These figurl's illustrate a manner of avoiding l'nt'mil's. In
Fig. 63 the scallop, whcn approached by a pencil at the free edge. darts quickly
away in the direction of thc arrow by violcntly expelling water from its ventral
border. Darts can be likl'wise made in eithl'r a forward or backward direction,
as shown in Fig. 64.
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J'1c. 6li. - External view of the two valves of the scallop. Left valve: A,
anterior border; P. posterior border; D. dorsal border; V. ventral border (free
edge); HH, hinge line; AP. width; DV, height. Right valve: l", limbo; B. byssal
notch; E, ears: R, ridge; F. furrow.

J'1c. 66. - Shows thc method of recording the growth of individual specimens
and of obtaininl': data upon thc migratory habits of the scallop. A small hole was
bored through the "ear" close to the hinge line with an awl. A numbered copper
tag was attached by a fine wire.

J'1c. 67. - Gcnerative gland: ov, ovary; t, testis; ep, ciliated epithelium on
surface of visceral mass; g1c, gland cells; bm, basement membrane; ct, tissuc of
irregular cells beneath epithelium; fep, follicular epithelium; d, ciliated ducts, the
one in the testis containing spermatozoa, and on its walls a gland cell being shown;
bv, blood vessel. (This illustration is a copy of a drawing by James L. Kellogg,
produced as Fig. 71, Plate LXXXIX., Bulletin, United States Fisheries Commis
sion, 1890, and is published with the consent of Dr. Kellogg. Unfortuuately, in
the reduction much of the fine detail of the original has been lost.)

J'1c. 68. - The oyster drill (Urosalpinx cinerea). An enemy of the s<.'a1lop, which
bores a fine hole through the shell and feasts upon the soft parts. Cases C'>Dtain
ing the eggs of this mollusk arc shown on the right. Lire size.

J'Ic. 69. - Scallop J'ood. - Typical diatoms found in Massachusetts waters.
(a, b, c) Navicula, (d, e) Plrorosigma, (f) Nitzschia, (g) Melosira, (h) ChlP/ocertU,
(i) Cyclo/ella, (j) Licmophora. Magnified 200 diameters.

J'Ic. 70. - A starfish opening a scallop by slowly dragging the valves apart by
means or small, sucker-like feet on the lower side or each of the five rays or" arms. ..
When the valves are forced apart the starfish rolls out its stoma<.'h, which envelops
the soft body or thc scallop. Digestive juices are poured forth and the food is
digested outside the body of the st.arfish. This creature is the most destru<.'tive
natural enemy of the s<.'a1lop, and in certain localities has madc serious inroads.
It is best. killed by steaminl': or bringing ashore.

J'Ic. 71. - Diagram of the wire cages in which scallops were suspended from
the raft at Monamoy Point. The cage consists of a framework of wood covered
with 1)1-inch mesh wire nett.ing.

J'Ic. 71. - Plankton net, made of silk boltinl': cloth. used to catch the swim
ming shellfish larvle. The net is towed through the water behind a rowboat.
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In general, the organs of Pecten lie at. three different layers, viz., valve, mantle
and gills. Figs. 73, 74 and 75, which are one and one-quarter times the natural
size, represent the views disclosed as each of these layers is successively cut away.

J'iB. 73. - View of Peeten with left valve removed. The gills (g), liver (I)
and palps (lp) arc represented in dotted lines as they are 8e('n through the tran...
parent mantle. As the left lobe of mantle (m) has been detached from the shell,
it hlU! contracted. The right mantle (m) lobe is shown fully extended.

J'iB. 7•. - View of Pecten with left valve and mantle removed, showing gills
(g), palps (lp), foot (f) and liver (I).
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Pig. 76. - View of Pecten with left valve, mantle (m) and gills (g) removed,
showing the heart (ht), visceral mass (vm) and reproductive organs.

J'1e. 76. - View of Peeten, showing the digestive s)·stem.
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Pig. 77. - Changes in form of shell. A series of drawings illustrating the
changes from the early veliger (the first shell), which is %0 of a millimeter in sUe,
to a 2-millimeter scallop. Note (a) change from flat-hinged veliger (1) to the pr~

dissoconch (2), with prominent umbones; (b) return to a straight hinge (3), width
greater than height; (e) width and height become equal (8); (eI) formation of
.. ears" (10).
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ria'. 78. - Map of the M6lI88chusctts C08.llt, showing the distribution of the shal
low-water scallop (Pecten irradiam). The scalloping grounds are indicated by the
black areas.

•
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~. 79. - Plan of biological raft used at Monomoy Point for growth expt'ri
ments and spat collecting. The raft. 20 feet long by 10 feet wid·e. provided with
a central well and four trap-doors. was anchored in tho Powder Hole in 20 feet of
water. Wire cages and wooden boxes were suspended at various depths from the
raft. Many kinds of mollusk, were caught and raised in these spat boxes. The
raft proved particularly useful in the study of the post-embryonic life history. as
the scallops .. set" in large numbers on the boxes. cages and ropes, where speci
mens could be obtained in all stages of dcvelopment for laboratory examination.
Also, many interesting growth experiments upon the quahaug. scallop and clam
were conducted in the sand boxes.
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rig. 80. - Type of pen used in determining the rate of growth of the scallop.
The sizes ranged from 40 to 400 square feet. The posts were made of 2 by 3 foot
joists, fixed in the soil and placed at sufficient intervals to hold the netting finnly
in position. Wire netting (l~-inch mesh) and old seines of a suitable height were
stretcbed around the posts.
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J'ig. 81. - Chart of the daily temperatures for the month of June, taken at the
Powder Hole at Monomoy Point in 1906 and 1907, The averafte of the daily
temperatures at I, 10 and 20 feet, taken at 6 A.M., 12 M. and 6 P.M., is given. The
great irregularity of the eurv(' is due to the fluctuation of this small body of water
with changes in the temperature of the air. The season of 1907 was nearb' two
weeks behind that of 1906, as during the early part of June the temperature was
from 80 to 100 colder, but by June 19 the two became approximately the 8llIlle
as is shown by the intersection of the curves on the chart. The principal fact
shown by the plot is the location of thc "spawninl/:" temperature, or the tempera
ture necessary for spawning. In 1906 the scallops first spawned on June 12, in
1907 on June 21. In each case spawning did not occur until the water rearhed the
temperature of 61%0, although therc was nine days' variation between the two
years.

J'ig. 81. - The J'ood Vuue of the Scallop. - The relative proportion, by
weight, of the various parts of the averafte scallop is graphically represented by a
series of rectangles, eorresponding to (1) the total weight, 1.5 ounces, or 100 per
cent.; (2) total non-edible part, 1.23 ounces, or 82.23 per cent., which includes
both shell and non-edible soft part; (3) shell, .74 of an ounce, or 49.43 per cent.;
(4) non-ediblc soft part, .49 of an OUllt'e, or 32.8 per cent.; (5) actual food, .27 of
an ounce, or 17.77 per cent.
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1'1&'. 83. - The 8pawnm. .ontha. - The spawning season lasts from the
second week in June to the middle of August. This period is reprellented by the
shaded portion.

1'1&'. M. - The Growing :Montha. - The scallop increases in size of shelI
only during the summer months, as during the winter growth ceases. The shaded
portion represents the period of growth.

Pig. SS. - The Relative Value of the Gr01rinl' :Month•. - The scallop
does not increase with equal rapidity during the seven months of growth. The
relative value of these months is graphically represented in terms of the increase
in volume during each month for a standard scallop. The slow growth during
June and July, WI represented by the short columns, roughly corresponds to the
spawning seWlOn. and the decrease in growth is probably due to that cause.
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Pig. 86. - Aa'e and Growth. - As the scallop becomes larger the rate of
growth, both in actual increase and gain in volume, becomes less. The three
columns represent the comparative gain in volume of (1) "seed" scallops (!l:( of an
inch) of the 1906 set, 200 per cent.; (2) fourteen-month scallops of the 1905 set,
25 per cent.; (3) twenty-six month scallops of the 1904 set, 12 per cent., under
the same conditions.

J'lg. 87. - Current and Growth. - The three columns represent the volu
metric growth, for a definite period, of scallops in good, medium and poor currents,
and are formulated from measurements made at Stage harbor, Chatham, in 1906
07. At the mouth of the harbor is a large eel-grass flat, extending from the shore
to the channel. The flat was arbitrarily divided into three areas, according to the
circulation of water: (1) near the channel (good current); (2) half-way to shore
(medium current); (3) near shore (poor current); and the rate of growth of the 1906
set was followed in each division. These figures demonstrate the great importance
of current in scallop growth.

Pig. 88. - Current and Growth. - The influence of current is again illus
trated by comparing the volumetric growth of "seed" scallops of the same size at
(1) the raft, Monomoy Point (good current), 662 per cent.; (2) Stage harbor,
Chatham (medium current), 475 per cent.; (3) south side of Powder Hole, Mono
moy Point (poor current), 293 per cent.; (4) east side of Powder Hole (no cu~

rent), 98 per cent. The comparative volumetric growth for a period of llCventy-six
days during the summer of 1906 is represented for each of these localities by the
shaded columns. A knowledge of the relation of current to growth should prove
valuable to the prospective scallop culturist.
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Fig. 89. - Temperature and Growth. - The broken line represents the
curve of the average monthly temperature of the water during the year 1906 at
the Powder Hole, Monomoy Point, and the numbers on the sidp.8 indicat.e the
degrees. The other curve represents the growt.h of the 1905 scallop set during
the year 1906, and t.he same figures which corresponded to the degrees in tempera
ture now stand for the size of the scallop in millimeters (25.4 millimeters equal
1 inch). Tracing the growth of the scallop, size 34 millimeters, January I, no
growth is noticed until May I, when the water assumes a temperature of about
49° F. During the month of May there is a rapid growth, which slackens during
June and July, the spawning months, lLS is shown by the drop in the curve, and
is again resumed during August, September and October. The growth perceptibly
slackens during November, and probably ceases altogether after the middle of
the month, when the water is about 43° F. To all practical purposes the growth
ceases November 1, at a temperature of 49° F., whieh is directly comparable to
temperature of the water when growth began, May 1. Therefore, it is apparent
that the growth of the scallop, as typified by shell formation, depends upon the
temperature of the water, at lelLSt 45° F. heing neef'S-"Ilry for growth. The ces
sation of growth is not due to any dccided fall in the food supply but rather to the
inactivity of the scallop. which bccomes slugl(ish in cold water.

Growth (Millimeters).

May I, 34.00 September 1, 51.00

June I, 39.71 October 1, 56.80

July I, 42.12 November 1, 62.28

August 1, 45.10 December 1, 62.90

Fig. 90. - The plotting shows the comparative growth of large and small
scallops of the same age during their second summer. Division B (38.50 milli
meters) by the end of the season has gained the greater part of the difference at
the start between it and Division A (49.50 millimetel'll), reducing the margin from
11 to 3.27 millimeters. These seallops were confined in the same pen, and num
bered Division A 125, Division B 200. This tendeney perhaps accounts for the
uniformity in size of scallops in any particular locality at the end of the second
summer's growth, when the scallop is ready for market.

Growth (Millimeters),

A. B.
I

A. B.

May I, 49.50 38.50 II September 5, 56.72 51.90

June I, 52.25 43.2.'; ! September 25, 59.79 55.67

July 10, 53.55 46.25 I November 3, 62.88 59.46

August I, 54.60 47.85 November 22, 63.00 59.73
--- ---_._--
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1'1&'. 91. - The curve represents the growth of the average Massachusetts scal
lop from 1905 to 1907. Notice the rapid growth from July to December in 1905,
and the complete cessation during the winter months. During the second summer
comes another period of rapid growth, which ceases about Dec. I, 1906. The normal
life of these scallops ends some time in March or April, 1907, but a few often pass
the two years' mark. The growth of these old scallops is represented by the broken
line in the diagram, summer growth starting about May 1. The figures on the
right represent the size of the scallops in millimeters (25.4 millimeters equal I inch).

A~erage Scallop (Millimders).

AUK. I, 1906, 2.00 Aug. I, 1906, . 44.57

Sept. I, 1906, 12.66 Sept. I, 1906, . 50.08

Oct 1 1906, 23.20 Oct. I, 1906, . 55.51

Nov. I, 1906, 33.11 Nov. I, 1906, . 60.68

Dec. 1, 1906. 34.24 Dec. I, 1906, 61.27

May I, 1906, 34.24 May I, 1007, 61.27

JUDe I, 1906, 39.51 JUDe I, 1907, 63.93

July I, 1906, 4I.77 July I, 1907, 65.07

1'1&'. n. - The three curves, A, B and C, represent the growth of the average
scallop in the three localities of Buzzard's Bay, Cape Cod and the islands of
Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket, retlpCctively. For convenience, the start is
considered as uniform, although there is several days' difference in the spawning
season. The difference in growth at the various dates can be determined b)' refer
ring to the figures on the right, which represent the size of the scallop in milli
meters (25.4 millimeters equal I inch).

Growth (Millimeters).

November 1,

September 1,

October I,

December I,

May 1.

JUDe I,

July 1,

August 1,

September I,

October I,

November 1,

December 1.

May I,

August

JUDe

July

I,

1,

1,

DATE. C. I
Tbe IsiaDds.

2.00

10.48

18.93

26.71

27.60

27.60

33.44

35.90

38.95

45.98

50.91

56.50

57.13

57.13

60.01

61.28

B.
The Cape.

2.00

12.52

22.68

32.65

33.76

33.76

39.03

41.25

44.00

49.43

54.28

59.83

60.40

60.40

63.04

64.15

I •.
I BWlaan!'s DB,.
I

2.00

1503

2786

39.97

41.35

41.35

46.27

48.34

50.92

66.01

61 03

65.73

66.27

66.27

68.73

69.77
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J'Ia'. 93. - Graphic representation of the growth of the average scallop and
its gain in volume. Starting September 1 with 1 bushel of lh-inch scallops, the
increase in volume is rep~nted on the right in terms of bushels, corresponding
to the different sized scallops on the left: (1) two-month scallop, .5 of an inch.
1 bushel; (2) thre&-month s('allop•.91 of an inch, 7.3 bushels; (3) fiv&-month scal
lop, 1.34 inches, 26.5 bushels; (4) thirteen-month scallop, 1.75 inches, 62 bushels;
(5) seventeen-month scallop, 2.41 inches, 185.6 bushels. The scallops are drawn
on&-half actual size. This rapid increase shows the benefit of preserving the "seed"
scallop, as the yield in larp;e scallops will more than repay the fisherman for his
foresight.
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Pig. 9'. - .1\'CUJBa abBaleta (the IiWe black winkle of the tide flats) devouring
a scallop. These little scavengers swarm over the scallop. Occasionally one is
active enough to get between the valves, forming a wedge which permits the entrance
of others, which quickly consume the scallop. Owing to the alertness of the scal
lop and its different habitat (Nassa usually being found on the tide flats) little
damage is done.
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Fig. 96. - The oyster drill (C'rosulpinx cinerea) borinlt t.he shell of 8 scallop.
Five drill~ were found un this spe"imen, but one rolled off when the photograph
was taken. The drill bores a fine hole through the shell by means of a ribbon-like
tongue linl'<! with saw-like teeth, and then sucks out the contents.
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I'lg. 96. - Spat boxes. lowered from the raft at Monomoy Point. after ha,\-;ng
heen down for the summer. Notice tbe quantity of barnacles and IIiIver shells
(.1nomia) which have collected on the outside. Inside these boxes heavy seta of
clams and quahsugs were obtained, while on the outside were found numbeJ'1l of
young scallops, which were removed beforE' the photograph was taken.
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1'1«. 97. - Method of I'Pcording the spawninR of the scallop. W. G. Vinal.
following the spawning of individual scallops. placed them in separate glass dishes.
In this art.ificial way t.he time and manner of spawning could be determined. and
the eggs ohtained for artificial fertilization. Spawning was accomplished by rais
i!1g the temperature of the water.



DIJI! ( yGooglc



1'1«. IS. - Young oysters, about th....e months old, attached to the upper ,-al\-e
of living seallops, taken at Wellfleet in Oetober, 1908. As these oysters increue
in size they prove detrimen tal to the welfare of the seallops, and finally may cau,;e
their death.
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I'lg. 99. - Scallop~ over one yE'ar old. as shown by the formation of thE' annual
Itrowth lioe, which is caused by cessation of growth during I.he winter months.
Any scallop which does not possess this annual growth line is less than one year
old, and is a "seed" scallop. The prcsent legal definition of a "seed" scallop is
based on the annual growth line, as its absence indicates that the animal has not
a8 yct rl.'l\ched its spawninlt SClUlOn, and is, therefore, an immature animal.
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J'ia'. 100. - "&-ed" scallops, with a small amount of white worm tube (Serpula)
attached to the shell. These scallops havc not yet spawned, and, for the future
welfare of thc scallop fishery, should be protected until they have plUlllCd the spawn
ing period, which occurs when the scallop is one year old. The capture of the8C
immature scallops is a decided menace to thc fishery, and is forbidden by law.
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I'lg. 101. - Variation in size of sClulops. The two 011 the lert are fifteen months
old, while the two on the riJr;ht are" seed" scallops three months old. The dif
ference in size ill s('allol>8 of thc same age, espccially in ditIerellt localities, renders
impos~ible thl' dl'finition of a .. seed" scallop b:r means of a size limit.





\.

I'i&'. 101. - Young, yelulinll: and two-ypar-old scallops. Thp small scallops
on the left are thre<> months old "sePd; .. those in the center are eleven months
old. and have a !trowth line nrar the edge or the shell; while the large scallops on
the right are twrnty-three months old, and have two growth lines, the second
being close to the Pd"e C?f the shell. About one-half life size.
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I'ig. lOS. - The scallop on the left, as indicated hy the arrow, has been killed
by the oyster drill, which has pierced the shell with a fine hole. A year-old oyster
is attached to the st'a11op in the center, while a Crrpidula (quart~rdecker) has
fastened on tht' st'allop on tht' right.



I

[, 7 d vGooglc



J'le. 11K. - These scallops show two or three lines which indicate temporarily
arrested growth. A careful distinction should be made between such linea and the
annual growth Iinc, which is ('aused by the non-growth of the scallop during the
winter months, appearing about May 1.
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),J.c. 101. - Instrument used for mel\8uring the scallops. The srallop is plUlllt'd
down the trillngle until it touches on hoth sides, wherl' the figures indicate its
length in millimet.ers (2.5.4 milliml'tcrs to an inch). The instrument possess"11 the
advant.agl' of speed and llrcuracv for quick mea.~urinK, as many all 1,200 measure
men til beinK possible in an hour.





J'lar. 106. - The two scallops, each fourteen months old, illustrate the dif
ference in growth between localities with good and poor circulation of water. The
scallops situated in the "current" receive more food than in the still water, and
naturally have a faster growth, as is shown by the greater sise of the "current"
scallop.
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J'ie. 107. - The Scallop Puaher. - This implement consista of a wooden
pole. from 8 to 9 feet long, attached t{) a rectangular iron framework. 3 by llh feet,
fitted with a netting bag 3 feet in depth. The sealloper, wading in the shallow
water, gathers the sl'allops from the lIats by shoving the pusher among the eel
grass. The photograph shows the corre('t position of the pusher in operation.
Only a small part of the pole is shown.
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~. 108. - Scallop Drec!ce, - "The Scraper." - This implement has the
form of a triangular iron framework, with a curve of nearly 90· at the base, to form
the bowl of the dredge. On the upper side R raised crossbar connects the two arms,
while at the bottom a strip of iron 2 inches wide extends across the dredge. This
narrow strip acts as a scraping blade, and is set at an angle 80 as to dig into the
soil. The top of the net is fastened to the crossbar and the lower part to the blade.
The usual dimensions of the dredge are: arms, 2% feet; upper crossbar, 2 feet;
blade, 21/2 feet. The net vanes in size, usually running from 2 to 3 feet in length
and holding between 1 and 2 bushels. Additional weights can be put on the cross
bar when the scalloper desires the dredge to "scrape" deeper. A wooden bar 2
feet long buoys the net. Tbe scraper used at Nantucket has the entire net made of
twine, whereas in other localities the lower part consists of interwoven iron rings.





J'i4r. 109. - Scallopinp; boats between the wharves at Nantucket. The cat
boats are moored in this fashion after the day's dredging.

J'i4r. 110. - The start. Leaving for the scalloping grounds.
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1'". 111. - The scalloping fleet at work on the booB•
..... 111. - .. Dredging."
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I'ia'. 113. - Emptyinll: the content~ of the dredge on the "culling" board, when'
the scallops arc separated from the eel graSl! Rnd other d6bris.

rig. 11fo. - "Culling."
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.ig. 116. - Landing the catch on the wharf.
rig. 116. - Cst'ryil1g;thll scalIops to the shanti£'s, where they are opened•

.I
~



Coogle



rig, 117, - Shell heap outside the shanties at the end of the season.
rig, 118. - The finished product, packed in kegs, ready for shipment to market.

NOTE. - Figs, 109-118 are from an excellent series of photographs furnu.hed
by MlU"Y H. :>Jorthend. Salem, Mass.
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NORTHERN REGIONAL LIBRARY FACILITY
Bldg. 400. Richmond Field Station
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Richmond. CA 94804-4698
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• 2-month loans may be renewed by calling

(510) 642-6753
• 1-year loans may be recharged by bringing

books to NRLF
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days prior to due date.
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