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Woguoit om,. - - cap. peg., 
MV. - Murk.0., klond 

The arnerc la l  lobster f lshery of Massachusetts I s  the m s t  econonlcal l y  
Important f lshery conducted wlthln the t e r r l h r l a l  waters of the Colrmueelth. 
The overal econanlc llportanco of the f !shery both I n  NM England and, I n  
recent years, the Mld-Atlantlc states, has focused the attention o f  p b r a l ,  
Reglonel and State flshery wnagers on th ls  specles. . L w l y ,  I n  en -t 
t o  standard1 re managemot of the f l shery, the Federal and State @we mmntl 
developed an overal l Iobstw f lshery lanagelart plan under the wsplcer of )b. 
State-Federal Pertnershlp Program. lbu8ver, w i t h  lh paslap of the F tsh r les  
Management and Conservation Act, the Mew England Flsherles Ma~gnaept Councl I, 
In cooperat Ion wlth the Mld-Atlantlc Cowcl l has developed e mn0-l)) plan 
for the ent ire east coast lobster fishery. The plan Is  In  the f lnal stegms 
of Inplemantatlon. The basls of any such plan and for nonltorlng the s w s s  
of the plan I s  an accurate s tat ls t lca l  data baso. The Carrnnsalth o f  Rbssa- 
chusetts, wlth jo in t  fundlng fron the Nstlanal k r l n e  Flsherles Servlq, has 
been collecting annual reports fran llcenmd lobster f l shemn for many yoars. 
Hlstorlcally, the data collected was used p r l a r l l y  for  descrlptlve and Infor- 
mational purposes, and occasionally for  lanagamant. Houever, wlth the recent 
emphasls on Federal managemnt, th l s  data takes on added Importance I n  terms 
of provldlng the respective nanagenent agencles wlth adequate lnfonratlon t o  
ensure that the interests of Massachusetts' lobsternen are protected. 

Unti l  1981, the nunber of coastal rornerclal lobster llcenses Issued by 
the Dlvlslon was Ilmlted, by law, t o  1300. Them was a provlslon f o r  the 
lssusnce of 130 addltlonsl llcanses i f  the epplicant could sst ls factor l ly  
prove t o  the Massachusetts Marine Flsherles Advisory Cnmlsslon that tip 
would suffer slgnlflcant ewnollc hardshlp I f  they dld not obtaln a m r c l a t  
lobster pernlt. I n  1981. an addltlonal 100 Ilconses becam avallablg f 
Issuance. In  1982, and I n  subsequent years, an addltlonal 80 Ilconses Er 
year w l l l  be avallable. Llcanms which am not renowad are retlred. 

Thls report I s  the flfteonth annual publlcstlon of data s r l & d  fml 
catch mports submitted by I Iconsod lobster fishermen. Lbta was p r s 8 e n W . h  
a standerdlzed format through 1979. For the 1980 report, data p r e s e n f i w  *.ri 
changed t o  ref lect  a nws thorough col lectlon and evaluation of the Tba 
new p n u n t a t l o n  format I s  ra t lnued I n  th l s  report. It I s  a n t l c l p a ? e f h  
th ls  format w l  l l contlnw unt l l  such tlle as the Dlvlslon lnplnents capti* 
processlng of the data. 

Thls report has been prepared by personnel from the Divlslon of &IM 
Flsherles Cnmnerclal Fisheries Stat lst lcs ProJect, funded jo in t ly  by thp. 
Camonwealth and the National Marlne Flsherles Service under the W r ~ I a l  
F l sher l es Research and Oeve lopnent Act (Pub l l c Law 88-309). The prepsrpt ion 
of th ls  report would not have been posslble wlthout the cooperation of f%m 
llcensed lobsternen who provlded the data on the i r  annual reports. S p d a t '  ' 
thanks also go t o  Nancy Leamy and Mary Ann Gachlgnard for their  asslst l a  
prel lalnary processlng of the catch reports when they are recelved fa 
f l shernen. 




















