#in

N

T Y SE L e
TEIAEN L i

1981

Massachusetts
“Lobster “Fishery

Statistics

by

Charies 0. Anderson, Jr., Senior Marine Fisheries Blologist
Gerald M. Nash, Statisticlan

Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Recreational Vehicles
Division of Marine Flsherles

Technical Series

A contribution of
Commercial Fisheries Research and Desvelopment Act
(P.L. 88-309) Project 3-194-D )

Approved by John Manton, State Purchasing Agent

Publication No.: 12,989=-20-200-10-82-C.R,

No. 16

ive Office for Adminisirstion and Flasase)

Rogrinted by Ceatral Reg




- s

- ——

W



K ¥ IO

u:at” areas In

ovms
o LIV

¥

on and description of coastal lobster
Messachusetts.
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INTRODUCT 1ON

The cosmercial lobster fishery of Massachusetts Is the most economically
important flshery conducted within the territorial waters of the Commonwealth.
The overal economlc importance of the fishery both In New England and, in
recent years, the Mid-Atlantic states, has focused the stiention of Federal,
Reglonal and State flshery managers on this species. . lal@élly, In an attempt
to standardize management of the fishery, the Federai &nd State Gove riments
doveloped an overall lobster fishery management plan under the auspices of the
State-Federal Partnership Program. However, with the passsge of the Fisherles
Management and Conservation Act, the New England Fisherlies Managemen+ Oouncll,
In cooperation with the Mid-Atlantic Council has developed » management plan
for the entire east coast lgbster fishery. The plan is in the final stages
of implementation. The basis of any such plan and for monitoring the success
of the plan Is an accurate statistical date base. The Commonwealth ©f Massa-
chusetts, with joint funding from the National Marine Fisheries Service, has
been collecting annual reports from licensed lobster fishermen for many years.
Historically, the data collected was used primerily for descriptive and Infor-
mational purposes, and occaslonally for management. However, with the recent
emphasls on Federal management, this data takes on added Importance in terms.
of providing the respective management agencles wlth adequate Information to
ensure that the Interests of Massachusetts' lobstermen are protected.

Until 1981, the number of coastal commercial lobster |lcenses Issued by
the Division was l(Imited, by law, to 1300. There was a provision for the
Issuance of 130 additional licenses if the applicant could satisfactorily
prove to the Massachusetts Marine Fisherles Advisory Commission that
would suffer significant economic hardship 1f they dld not obtain a cosmerc|at
lobster permit. in 1981, an additional 100 Ilcenses became avallablg fo
Issuance. In 1982, and in subsequent years, an additional 80 ficenses gr
year will be avallable. Licenses which are not renewsd are retired.

This report is the fifteenth annual publication of data summarized from
catch reports submitted by |icensed {obster fishermen. Data was pmm‘hd in
a standardized format through 1979. For the 1980 report, data pnmﬁ:gi;jon was
changed to refiect a more thorough coliection and evaluation of the dg The
new presentation format Is continued In this report. It Is anﬂclpaio M
this format wili continue unti! such time as the Division implements’ cmufor
processing of the data,

This report has been prepared by personnel from the Division of Sﬁrlm
Fisheries Commercial Fisheries Statistics Project, funded jolntly by ﬂw
Commonwealth and the National Merine Fisheries Service under the Comiercial
Fisherles Research and Development Act (Public Law 88-309). The preparation
of this report would not have been possible wlthout the cooperation of e .
licensed {obstermen who provided the data on their annual reports. Speclat®:’
thanks also go to Nancy Leamy and Mary Ann Gachignard for their assl::"gwa in

prelimlnary processing of the catch reports when they are recelved f
flshermen.
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