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INTRODUCTION

The coastal lobster fishery of Massachusetts continues to be the most
eccnomically Important single fishery conducted within the territorial

waters of the Commonwsalth.

Each passing year finds the lobster fishery becoming even more complex,
involving far-reaching blological, sociclogical and economic considerations.

A moratorium now |imits the issuance of coastal lobster permits to
|,300 per year, with renewal preference given to fishermen who held a
valid permit for the prior year, actually lobstered during that yvear, and
flled a completed catch report. There is aiso a provision for the issuance
of an additional 130 permit+s to those who can demonstrate to the satisfaction
of +he Marine Fishearies Advisory Commission that they would suffer a sub-
stantial hardship If the permit were not granted to them.

This report constitutes the eleventh such annual prasentation of
coastal lobster statistics in a standardized format. |t has been prepared
by personnel of the Division's commerical fisheries statistics project,

. financed jointliy by state and federal funds under the Commercial Fisheries
_ Research and Development Act of 1964, Public Law 88-309.

The coastal |obstermen of Massachusetts, commercial and non-commercial,
potmen and/or divers, have provided the data included here through their
annual catch reports. They deserve a special thanks, as do the Division
personnel who assisted in processing and preparing the wealth of material
this report rapresents.

SQURCE OF DATA

No person may fish for or take lobsters or edible crabs in coastal
water or land the same in the Commonwealth without a permit issued by
the Director, Division of Marine Fisheries (Chapter 130, G.L., Section 38).

Chapter 130, G.L., Section 33, requires any person so licensed to
file an annual report of his catch by January 3| for the preceding
calendar year. License renewal application and catch report forms are
malied to |icensees at the end of the calendar vyear.

The reports require the foilowing information: permittees' name,
address and permanent lobster number; method(s) used, (pots and/or diving);
numbers, types and current value of gear used; percent that gear was used
specifically for lobstering; numbers/pounds of lobsters taken and value
It sold; principal port(s) of landing. Project personnel sort, edit and
tabulate all reports.

Statistics presented in this booklet are based on reports received,
and are not expanded to the 100% level..




EXPLANATION OF TABLES
AREA

Statistics are report for the county in which the catch was landed.
Data was placed In the county category of "other" when the county of
landing could not be determined.

FISHERMAN CLASSIFICATION

Massachusetts' coastal lobster fishermen fall into three distinct
categories, with a specific |icense for each: full-time commercial
($100), seasonal commercial ($25), and non-commercial ($15). For
statistical purposes they are classed as "regular", "casual", and
"other", respectiveiy. They are further sub-classed according to

their method of fishing: potmen, divers, or combination potmen-
divers. .

$100 Commercial Coastal Lobster Permit entitles the |icensee to
-use any number of pots and/or dive, to sell his catch and to fish
.Within territorial waters throughout the calendar year. The Ilcense
could be tTaken in his name or in the name of his boat, In which
latter case anyone aboard the boat could assist him with no other
l{censes required.

A $25 Seasonal Lobster Permit allows the |icensee to use up to
25 pots from June |5 through September |5 and sell+the catch. Diving
is not allowed, and this permit Is Issued to full-time students only.

The §15 Non-Commercial lobster permit authorizes the holder to
fish for, take and land lobsters for consumption by himself or his
immediate family only. The licensee could use up to ten pots and/or
dive lobsters but could not sell his cateh.

VALUES

The value of the catch is determined by the price received by the
fishermen. When individual value was omitted, an average price for
that area was applled to The poundage |isted.

Gear values were calculated on the basis of the fisherman's
estimate of its current vaiue and the percentage of [ts use specific-
ally for lobstering. Average gear values for the county were applied
when data was omifted.

The average vaiue of pots from all areas combined was $25 per
pot. This includes the value of the buoys and |ines. This figure
was obtained from the Coastal Lobster Investigation Project.



1978 HIGHLIGHTS

)Y There were 10,475 coastal |obster |icenses of all| types issued in [978:
1,368 full=-time commercial, |92 seasonal commercial, and 8,915 non-commercial.

2) Of a total of 8,918 lobster fishermen reporting, 3,282 reported they did
not lobster during 1978.

3) A total of 7,028,598 pounds of lobsters were reported landed. Of these
commercial fishermen (reguiar and casual) landed 6,729,745 pounds of |obsters
which they sold for $12,748,445,

4) Regular fishermen comprised 22.5% of the total number of lobstermen
reported fishing, set 92% of the pots and landed 95% of the total pounds of
lobsters taken.

5) Non-commercial ("other") fishermen comprised 75% of all fishermen and
landed 4% of the total catch in pounds.

6) Divers comprised 32% of the fishermen reporting and landed only 1% of
the total poundage reported.

7) In total pounds of lobsters !anded, Essex Counfy ranked flrst, Plymouth
County second, and Suffolk County third.

8) In ‘total numbers of reporting fishermen, Essex County ranked first with
2,003, Plymouth County second with 1,432 and Barnstable County third with
845, .

9) Pots were valued at $6,436,430; diving gear at $770,8i8; and boats of
all types at $14,247,909; yislding a total gear value of $21,455,177.
Combining that with the value of the lobsters sold $12,748,445 gives a total
fishery vatue of $34,203,822.

The reader is referred to Tables |-15 for detailed statistics.
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TABLE |

COMPARISON OF SELECTED COASTAL LOBSTER STATISTICS

1973 - 1978
1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978

Licenses Issued 9,048 9,688 9,744 9,637 10,072 10,475
Licensees Fishing 4,906 4,405 5,645 5,638 5,713 5,636‘
Lobsters Landed (1bs.) 3,680,554 3,882,535 5,203,315 5,053,453 5,765,530 7,028,598
Value, Lobsters Sold $5,092,988 $5,515,851 . $8,827,005 $8,270,520  $10,136,748  $12,748,445
Total Fishery Value* $11,138,352 | $12,049,535  $21,011,917  $21,907,174 _ $26,344,272  $34,203,622
Pots Fished 169,749 156,987 213,468 240,035 236,796 257,458
Average‘Cafcﬁ (1bs.) |

All Fishermen 750 881 922 806 1,009 1,247

Reg. Fishermen 3,847 4,173 4,078 3,925 4,554 5,274

Casual Fishermen 200 159 183 189 241 242

Other Fishermen 65 6l 67 65 75 71
Avg. Catch/Pot (ibs.) 21.3 22,8 24.4 20.9 24.3 27.5
Avg. Price/ (1bs.) 148.6¢ 150.2¢ 179.9¢ 173.3¢ 186.6¢ 189.4¢
Avg. Wt./Lobster (Ibs.) .14 1.27 1.31 1.20 1.19 1.19

*Includes value of lobsters sold, current value of boats, pots, diving gear.



TABLE 2

Number and Types of Lobster Licenses Issued in 1978

$100 Commercial (coastal)

$25 Seasonal

$15 Non=-Commercial

TOTAL

I,368
192
8,915

10,475

TABLE 3

Status of Licensees Filing Catch Reports for (978

Licensees Reporting

Licensees Fishing:
5100 Commercial
$25 Seasonal

$15 Non-Commercial

Licensees Not Fishing:
$100 Commercial
$25 Seasonal

$!5 Non=Commercial

TOTAL

TOTAL

8,918

59
27
3,196

3,282

TABLE 4

Total Value of Massachusetts Coastal Lobster Fishery,

Gear:
Pots
Diving Gear
Boats
Lobster Soid

TOTAL

$ 6,456,450
770,818

14,247,909

12,748,445

$34,203,622

1978*



TABLE 5

NUMBER OF F|SHERMEN
IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY

1978%
FISHERMAN CounTes . TOTAL
CLASSIFICATIONT gopnnsTanLe | aRisToOL DUKES ESSEX NANTUCKEY | NORFOLK | PLYMOUTH SUFFOLK OTHER i
HEGULAR , _ ,
POTMEN 112 61 31 535 5 70 293 1O 10 (1,221
DIVERS 6 ' | ‘ 1
POTMAN-DIVERS T 7 5 10 2 : 35
SUB-TOTAL 129 61 3t
CASUAL
POTMEN LS 3 6
DIVERS

POTMAN-DIVERS
e

SUB-TOTAL: 15 3 6
OTHER
POTMEN 463 118 66
DIVERS 2012 17 q
POTMAN-DIVERS 36 7 2
p —————

SUB-TOTAL 701 ' 142 11
TOTAL

845 206 {14

¥ Bused on annual reporis filed by fisherman Division of Masine Fishesies



TABLE 6

STERS

DED

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY

1978%
FISHERMAN counmes TOT b
CLASSIFICATION | papustaBLe | smisToL DUKES ESSEX NANTUCKET | NORFOLK PLYMOUTH SUFFOLK OTHER i AL
REGULAR
POTMEN. _ 320,585 212,084 59,310 12,430,800 18,077 390,426 }1,077,621 937,976 62,939 5,509,818
DIVERS 6,903 - 825 7,728
POTMAN-DIVERS 17,641 18,807 8,066 53,329 2,128 98, 97T
SUB-TOTAL 345,129 212,084 59,310 | 2,449,607 18,077 399,317 §1,129,950 940, 104 62,939 5,616,517
CASUAL
POTMEN 1,524 63 635 10,581 80 3,368 12,159 },363 29,773
OIVERS :
POTMAN-DIVERS [
- e — —
SUB-TOTAL - 1;21 63 635 10,581 80 3,368 12,159 1,363 29,773
OTHER '
POTMEN 21.5 1,230 3,434 50,487 463 16,285 57,708 11,332 2,85
DIVERS. ~9237 655 250 | 20801 2505 | 10,525 3960 :
romanoivens] 2 45| 672 43| 3,448 997 3,874 1,067
—Susrorat | 36,703) 9,057 ] 3,727 | 21,785 16,359
A S T - P W s Stk ———— ey
TJOTAL ‘ .
383,436 221,204 63,672 | 2,534,924 424,470 {1,214,216 957,826 70,849 5,889,217

* Based on annual reporits filed by fisherman

Division of Marine Fisheries

o,y




TABLE 7

POUNDS OF LOBSTER LANDED

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY

* Based on aum(al-reporu Jiled by fisherian

1978%

FISHERMAN COUNTIES JO :
CLASSIFICATION | goqnsTABLE |  BAISTOL DUKES ESSEX NANTUCKET | NORFOLK PLYMOUTH SURFOLK DTHER , TOTAL

REGULAR 7 '
POTMEN 507,006 248,468 16,455]2,780,947 24,065] 471,891 1,267,086 {1,108,918 66,763 I 6,551,599
DIVERS 16,264 ' 1,060 17,324
POTMAN DIVERS 33,274 21,347 10,670 | 25,469 2,505 123,265

SUB-TOTAL 556,544 248,468 76,455] 2,802,294 24,065] 483,621 }1,322,555 |1,411,423 66,763 | 6,692,188

CASUAL -
POYMEN 2.204 92 181 12.471 113 4,187 15,909 §,794 37557
DIVERS -
POTMAN-DIVERS

Sus-ToTAL 2,204 92 781 12,477 13 4,187 15,909 1,794 37,557

" OrTuER ;
POTMEN 44,277 9,044 4,430 57,555 616 19,705 67,518 13,372 3,027 219,544
DIVERS 11,652 166 323 23,713 5,449 12,314 4,673 4,751 63,641
POTMAN-DIVERS 3,2921 786 55 3,930 | 1,206 4,533 259 15,668

sverora | 59,221 | 0,596  4,808] 85,199 616 26,360 84,365 19,304 8,384 298,853

TOTAL .

— 617,969 1 259,156 82,044 2,899,970 24,7941 514,168 |1,422,829 | 1,132,521 | 75,147 ] 7,028,598

Division of Marine Flshesies

oy Mt“



EX-VESSEL VALUE OF LOBSTERS LANDED

TABLE 8

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY

1978%

FISHERMAN
CLASSIFICATION

COUNTIES

GARNSTABLE

BRISTOL

DUKES

ESSEX

NANTUCKEY

NORFOLK

PLYMOUTH

SUFFOLK

. TOTAL -

REGULAR
POTMEN

1,133,761

561,081

182,764

5,075,918

52,988

910,162

2,377,128

1,983,560

DIVERS

31,391

1,908~

POTMAN-DIVERS
-

SUB-TOTAL

62,330

|,232,482

CASUAL
_POTMEN

. 36,187

561,081

182,764

18,203

115,877

5,002

52,988

930,273

2,491,005

R

1,988,562

4,877

182

1,806

5,112,705
23,472

284

8,056

29,727

3,315

1,719

IVERS

POTMAN-DIVERS
T

SUS-TOTAL -

182

23,472

284

8,056

‘29,727

' OTHER
_POTMEN

3,315

DIVERS

POTMAN-DIVERS
e = e

SUS-TOTAL

- TOTAL

1.232.359] 561,263

184,570

5,136,177

53,272

938,329

2,520,732

1,991,877

* Rused on annual reports filed by fisherman

L '*‘M




TABLE 9

NUMBER OF POTS FISHED

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY

1978%
FISHEAMAN counTIEs - TOTAL
CLASSIFICATION | paqnsTABLE |  BRISTOL DUKES ESSEX NANTUCKET | NomFoLx | pLymoutn | surFoik OTHER
REGULAR
POTMEN 22,064 11,859 3,538 94,032 714 13,086 5,774 33,286 2,360 232,713
DIVERS ' .
POTMAN -DIVERS 1,200 {,055 389 1,890 300 4,834
SUB-TOTAL 23,264 11,859 3,538 95,087 714 13,475 53,664 33,586 2,360 237', 547
CASUAL
POTMEN 230 63 80 L) 16 275 1,029 145 2,949
DIVERS (
POTMAN-DIVERS = =
SUB-TOTAL- 230 63 80 J. 141 {6 275 |,029 145 2,949
OTHER .
FOTMEN 2.714 831 440 4,207 51 i,145 5,168 906 297 15,819
DIVERS :
POTMAN-DIVERS 197 . 41 7 335 13 326 67
. o "
SUB-TOTAL 2,911 872 447 5,494
: — e~
TOTAL
26,465 12,794 4,065 257,458

* Based on annual reports filed by fisherman

Division of Macine Fisheries



TABLE {0

VALUE OF POTS FISHED

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY

1978%
FISHERMAN COUNTIES T
CLASSIFICATION | gApNsTABLE |  BRISTOL DUKES ESSEX NANTUCKET | NORFOLK PLYMOUTH SUFFOLK OTHER TOTAL
REGULAR '
POTMEN 551,600 296,475 88,450 2,350,800 17,850 | 327,150 1,294,350 | 832,150 59,000 5,817,825
DIVERS
POTMAN-DIVERS F}_g#m | 26,375 9,725 47,250 7,500
promtoem et me s e
suarorac_|sn) 600 | 296,475 | 88,450 12,377,175} 17,850 | 336,875 |1,341,600 839,650 | 59,000
CASUAL
POTMEN 5,150 1.575 2.000 27,775 400 6,875 25,725 3,625 73,725
DIVERS
POTMAN-DIVERS
m —
SUB-TOTAL- 5.250 1 1,575 | 2,000 27,775 400 6,875 25,725 | 3,625 73,725
"OTHER .
POTMEN 69,350 20,775 11,000 105,175 1,275 28,625 129,200 22,650 7,425 395,475
DIVERS
POTMAN-DIVERS 5 _1,025 175 8,375 2.575 8,150 1,675 1,425
SUB-TOTAL 21,800 113,550 31,450 137,350
101,625 2,518,500 19,525 375,200 1,504,675 1 867,600 67,850 6,436,450

: i
* Based on annual reports filed by fisherman

Division of Marine Flsharies

ool




TABLE

VALUE OF DIVING GEAR

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY

1978%

FISHERMAN
CLASSIFICATION

COUNTIES

BARNSTABLE

BRISTOL

DUKES

ESSEX

NANTUCKET

NORFOLK

PLYMOUTH

SUFFOLK

REGULAR
POTMEN

DIVERS

11,150

2,000

POTMAN-DIVERS

=12,010

2,970

£,487

SUB-TOTAL

23,160

CASUAL
POTMEN

DIVERS

POTMAN-DIVERS
Lo

SUB-TOTAL:

OTHER
POTMEN

DIVERS

81,983

8,597

3,236

POTMAN-DIVERS
]

SUB-TOTAL

TOTAL

16,027
96,210

342

| 3,578

J21.310

10,470

22218

153,178

36,251

* Based on annual reports filed by fisherman

Division of Marine Fisheries

o
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TABLE 12

NUMBER OF INBOARD BOATS

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY

1978%

FISHERMAN
CLASSIFICATION

COUNTIES

BARNSTABLE

BRISTOL

DUKES

ESSEX

NANTUCKET

NORFOLK

PLYMOUTH

SUFFOLK

REGULAR
POTMEN

46

23

376

3

38

170

83

DIVERS

POTMAN-DIVERS
o e

SUB-TOTAL

2

)

" CASUAL
POTMEN

DIVERS

POTMAN-DIVERS
—

SUB-TOTAL-

OTHER
POTMEN :

POTMAN-DIVERS
b

: g-mru ‘

ToTAL

s o

61

30

156

* Based on annual repoﬂs JHled by fisherman

o e




TABLE 13

VALUE OF INBOARD BOATS

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY

1978*%
FISHERMAN COUNTYIES TOTAL -
CLASSIFICATION | paansTABLE |  BRISTOL DUKES ESSEX NANTUCKET | NORFOLK PLYMOUTH SPFFOLK OTHER i
REGULAR i
POTMEN 3 1,322,755) 695,925 240,875 | 4,563,325 86,700 627,925 | 2,107,097 1,066,975 295,750 §#f 11,007,327
DIVERS 5,000 5,000
POTMAN-DIVERS 20,900 105,450 8,6 99,000 3,150 \ 237,100
SUB-TOTAL {,348,655 695,925 240,875} 4,668,775 86,700 636,525 | 2,206,097 }1,070,125 295 ;‘7521 1 11,249,427
CASUAL '
POTMEN 800 5,675 150 6,625
DIVERS '
POTMAN-DIVERS
P = .
SUB-TOTAL: 800 5,675 150 6,625
OTHER .
POTMEN 42,028] 17,532 4,506 97,243 26,724 128,501| ‘36 889 14,611 367,934
DIVERS 4,800 213 46, 147 23,069 21 ,48% 24,323 11,430 | 2 A28
POTMAN-DIVERS 3,225 4,296 5,294 7,4 00 13,100
SUB-TOTAL 157,353
TOTAL ]
},399 122,670 245,381} 4,822, 130] 86,700 691,612} 2,363,450]1,144,587 321,791 11,797,829

* Based on annual reports filed by fisherman

- Division of Marine Fisheries

il
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TABLE 14

__NUMBER OF QUTBOARD & NON-POWER BOATS
IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY

1978%
EIEHERMAN COUNTIES | aa |
CLASSIFICAYION | g\RNsTABLE |  BRISTOL DUKES ESSEX NANTUCKEY | NORFOLK | PLYMOUTH | SUFFOLK omen || i JOTAL
REGULAR .
POTMEN 14 27 14 236 2 38 173 31 3 .‘ 598
DIVERS S 3 LK | r'}
roTMANOIVERS] || 5 L g ] 30
SUB-TOTAL 88 27
CASUAL
POTMEN 8 3
DIVERS
POTMAN-DIVERS
SUB-TOTAL: _8 3
‘OYHER 4
POTMEN 260 99
DIVERS 54 2
POTMAN-DIVERS 24 4
SUB-TOTAL 338 105
TOTAL
434 135

* Based on annual reports filed by fisherman

to N




TABLE 15

VALUE OF OUTBOARD & NON-POWER BOATS

IN MASSACHUSETTS COASTAL LOBSTER FISHERY

FISHERMAN COUNTIES .
CLASSIFICATION | gapnsTABLE |  BAaIsTOL DUKES ESSEX NANTUCKET | NORFOLK PLYMOUTH SUFFOLK OTHER , TOTAL
REGULAR I f
POTMEN 127,528 34,322 14,230 439,603 3,550 99,698 357,948 93,730 7,200 ‘ 1,777,809
DIVERS 9,782 5,400 15,182
POTMAN-DIVERS r==29’4l7 7,350 10,050 24,970 },275 15,062
SUB-TOTAL 166,727 34,322 14,230 446,953 3,550 115,148 382,918 95,005 1,266,053
CASUAL
POTMEN 10,650 8,400 3,655 40,249 900 9,365 43,612 3,950 120,781
DIVERS
POTMAN-DIVERS -
Su8-TOTAL: 10,650 8,400 3,655 40,249 900 9,365 43,612 3,950 120,781
OTHER
POTMEN 110,731 51,155 29,067 235,021 367 72,753 287,648 34,207 837,776
DIVERS 24,538 275 800 67,444 10,050 | 23,533 163,549
POTMAN-DIVERS] | 1,045 4,680 135 12,236 10,115 16,808
e e ——— —— -
SUB-TOTAL 146,314 56,110 314,704 327,989
TOTAL : '
323,691 98,832 47,887 801,903 4,817 217,431 754,519 146,381 2,450,080

* Based on annual reports filed by fisherman

LA M\“’






